
 - RECORD #2380 DETAIL
First Name : Amir
Last Name : S.
Business Name :
Address :
City : Falls Church
State : VA
Zip Code :
Email Address : SEA_ARGUS-AXS@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1846 DETAIL
First Name : Alejandro E.
Last Name : Saavedra
Business Name :
Address : 801 Buckingham Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : aesaavedra@msn.com
Submission Content/Notes : I fully support the construction of the long overdue Purple Line-- light rail

over bus option, or better yet, both. Please let me know how I can assist
in advocating and expediting its construction. Thank you.



 - RECORD #427 DETAIL
First Name : Alejandro
Last Name : Saavedra
Business Name :
Address : 801 Buckingham Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : AESAAVEDRA@MSN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Alejandro Saavedra
801 Buckingham Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20901



 - RECORD #597 DETAIL
First Name : Howard & Tricia
Last Name : Sachs
Business Name :
Address : 4200 Leland Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : HSACHS@STARPOWER.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Maryland And Mtg County Leaders
Re: Purple Line
From: Howard and Tricia Sachs
4200 Leland Street\Chevy Chase, Md
301 9516141
12/6/08

To Whom It May Concern,

Thank you for all of your work for us. We are both strong advocates of
mass transit.
We bike and hike and take the metro for work and pleasure all the time.
We also love the very unique and beautiful park of the Capitol Crescent
Trail. We are on the trail all the time. We hike and bike several times a
week.

We know one thing. There is no perfect answer for anything. However,
we strongly believe the Rapid Transit Bus route through Jones Bridge
Road and Walter Reed Naval Med Center is a much better idea than
using the trail. Here are our reasons.

1.Cost: Why not use a method and route that will costs hundred of
millions of dollars less to get an equal, better or maybe even at worst 10
or 15% less satisfactory result?

2.Benefit: The thousands of workers at Bethesda Navy/Walter Reed and
North Woodmont area would have no accesses to the Purple line using
the trail but would with the Bus/Jones Bridge Route.

3.Benefit: A contiguous beautiful and irreplaceable urban park running
from Silver Spring through downtown DC would be destroyed by using
the trail. The trail now is so narrow that it barely maintains a definition as
a park. It is still beautiful and used by tens of thousands all over the
region. There is no way putting in buses or two concrete pathways for
trains will leave any remnant of a biker/hiker trail.

4.Cost: The hiker biker trail/ urban park will essentially be destroyed.
This is a great cost to our citizen’s life style.

5.Cost: The outdoor urban setting by Gifford Ice Cream and the theater
will be destroyed. It is now a small but very popular outdoor setting for
thousands of people. Two train tracks and trains coming into the small
space will destroy its basic nature. This is a great cost to our citizen’s life
style.

6.Benefit: The Bus-Jones Bridge will run from door to door- subway to
subway. The trail use will create a big discontinuity. The subway train is
over a thousand feet I would guess from the trail end. It is costly and
inconvenient to have travelers get off the trail and make their way to the
subway.

7.Cost: Have you really projected all the big costs for this trail use
project like: a)The huge amount of concrete retaining walls necessary to
shore up the tracts behind the town of Chevy Chase?  b) The millions of
dollars extra you will need to make disability accessible paths onto the
tiny hiker/biker corridor that remains.

Please make a concerted effort to seriously study the rapid Bus/Jones
Bridge option.



Thank you, Howard and Tricia Sachs



 - RECORD #2193 DETAIL
First Name : Howard
Last Name : Sachs
Business Name :
Address : 4200 Leland
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Wrttn Sttmnt. H. Sachs.pdf (2 mb)







 - RECORD #877 DETAIL
First Name : Melvyn
Last Name : Sacks
Business Name :
Address : 1804 Ladd Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : MelSacks@cavtel.net
Submission Content/Notes : I am a firm supporter of the Purple Light Rail line.  I find the light rail far

superior to an express bus, both in providing flexibility for increases in
usage, greater speeds, more comfort, and more fun and exiting to ride.
Portland, OR, Denver, and Minneapolis all have superior light rail lines
and we should have one too in Montgomery County.



 - RECORD #2107 DETAIL
First Name : Anthony
Last Name : Sadler
Business Name :
Address : 5337 85th Avenue, #204
City : New Carrollton
State : MD
Zip Code : 20784
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Sadler_Anthony.pdf (33 kb)





 - RECORD #2358 DETAIL
First Name : Steven F.
Last Name : Sage (Ph.D.; Esq.)
Business Name :
Address :
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SFSAGE@AOL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace
Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

The Capital Crescent Trail is my bicycle commuting route; it is also in
effect a wildlife preserve and a place of great beauty and tranquility.   It
must not, repeat NOT, become the route for the Purple Line.

So, where shall the Purple Line be built?  i.e., what shall be the route for
light rail serving to connect the two branches of the Metro Red Lin e?

The right of way for the Purple Line already exists, engineered and built
a long time ago.

It is currently called The Beltway.  And it is currently misused, mainly for
Cars.

Wake up!  The day of the automobile is ending, soon.   In case you
haven't noticed, this country has bankrupted itself, for cars.   What
counts more for you people, anyway?  Cars, or a future?   Get the cars
off the Beltway, and run light rail on it, connecting the line to the Metro at
points of intersection.   How do you get the cars off the Beltway?  Tax
them off!  Make it a toll road... and finance the conversion to light rail
with the proceeds.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.
Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource,=2 0regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #694 DETAIL
First Name : Marty
Last Name : Saggese
Business Name :
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MARTY@SFN.ORG



Submission Content/Notes : I am writing to comment on the Purple Line Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) prepared by the Maryland MTA, and to reinforce the
concerns being expressed by many citizens in the Chevy Chase
community and across the County. I would ask that you and other
policymakers take a fresh look at the options for the Purple Line and
ensure that they are evaluated based on the full range of problems
facing the County, including the massive disruptions to traffic patterns
that BRAC will bring in the area of the National Naval Medical Center
(NNMC).

Like many County residents, my wife and I are active users of mass
transit, and fully support mass transit connecting the east and west
portions of the County. But as a former Vice President at the Long Island
Rail Road in New York, I am firmly convinced that light rail along the
Capital Crescent Trail (CCT) is the wrong solution to the very real
transportation problems faced by the County. It is wrong for the following
reasons:

1.    MTA’s analysis is flawed. The Purple Line DEIS is fundamentally
flawed, as has been proven by independent analysis for the Town of
Chevy Chase by Sam Schwatrtz Engineers, a nationally respected
transit engineering firm. In its present form, the DEIS cannot be relied
upon by policymakers as a sound basis for decision-making.

2.    The CCT route ignores the impact of BRAC. Traffic mitigation that
will be required to cope with the impact of BRAC would only be
addressed by the Jones Bridge Road alternative, which has not been
properly studied by MTA.

3.    Impact on the Capital Crescent Trail. As MTA has now belatedly
admitted in the Purple Line DEIS, over 15 acres of mature trees would
be clear-cut to build light rail along the Trail. This would destroy the
Capital Crescent Trail as we know it, eliminating a precious down-
County greenspace.

These concerns are echoed in the attached letter that the Environmental
Defense Fund (EDF) recently sent to the Purple Line Now group
withdrawing EDF’s support for light rail along the Inner Purple Line
corridor (see below).

BRAC at NNMC will pose serious traffic management challenges, and it
is the State and the County that will be left with the responsibility to
manage the road and congestion problems, and it is the State and the
County that will be blamed if this congestion is not alleviated. That
challenge could be better met if the Purple Line route along Jones
Bridge Road was part of the solution. Addressing the Purple Line
planning decisions in the context of the BRAC mitigation strategy could
be “win-win” in that it would both improve connectivity between major
population centers in Montgomery County and would provide a way of
reducing thousands of auto trips to the Medical Center area.

The Purple Line alignment along the Georgetown Branch Right-of-Way



would do nothing to mitigate projected BRAC-related congestion, and
will eliminate thousands of mature trees, seriously erode lower-County
greenspace, and adversely impact recreational use of the Capital
Crescent Trail.

I agree with Town of Chevy Chase Mayor Kathy Strom that we could
protect the Capital Crescent Trail, use the Purple Line to help address
the looming traffic nightmare at National Naval Medical Center with the
BRAC relocation of Walter Reed, and might actually get the Purple Line
built by choosing the less expensive BRT alternative along Jones Bridge
Road.

Shoehorning the Purple Line into a narrow corridor, without concern for
the preservation of the Capital Crescent Trail as we know it, simply
doesn’t make sense. Why would we destroy acres of precious
greenspace when we have other options?  I urge you to protect our
irreplaceable trees and greenspace for generations to come, and to
support upgrading existing roads such as Jones Bridge Road, East-West
Highway, the Beltway to support safe, clean, fast and reliable transit.
Residents across the County are looking for creative leaders who
believe that there can be a better Purple Line.

Very truly yours,

Marty Saggese

Chevy Chase, Maryland

------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: "Michael Replogle"
Date: Sun, 7 Dec 2008 22:55:30 -0500
To: purplelinenow@gmail.com
Subject: Please remove EDF from your list of supporters web page

Dear Colleagues:

It was recently called to my attention that the Environmental Defense
Fund (EDF) remains listed on your website,
http://www.purplelinenow.com/published/how_you_can_help/supporter_l
ist.html, as a supporter of the Inner Purple Line Light Rail Transit (LRT)
proposal. Please remove us from your list of supporters.

EDF continues to support the proposal for a circumferential dedicated
transitway within the Purple Line corridor, as we have for many years.

However, additional information has surfaced since 2002 on the likely
impacts and design of the Inner Purple Line LRT, as proposed by
Maryland Department of Transportation (DOT). Recent analysis by Sam
Schwartz for the Town of Chevy Chase has convinced EDF that the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Purple Line has not fairly
considered Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) alternatives. Impacts to the viability
of the Capital Crescent Trail and urban design problems posed at the
western terminus of the LRT in downtown Bethesda need to be more
fully considered. The large job growth that BRAC will bring to the
National Institutes for Health and the Naval Medical Center area also



make the Jones Bridge BRT option a viable one that deserves greater
consideration. With the large budget deficits that Maryland faces, it is not
prudent to dismiss the highly cost-effective BRT options for the Purple
Line corridor. It appears BRT would also be more effective at reducing
greenhouse gases and cutting use of motor vehicles in the corridor and
the region. EDF is concerned that the Environmental Impact Study (EIS)
for the Purple Line is seriously flawed, as was the EIS for the Intercounty
Connector.

Sincerely,

Michael A. Replogle
Transportation Director
Environmental Defense Fund
1875 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC 20009 USA
Direct line: (202) 572-3321
Cell phone: (301) 529-0351
mreplogle@edf.org



 - RECORD #3272 DETAIL
First Name : Robert
Last Name : Saks
Business Name :
Address : 4307 Clagett Road
City : University Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20782
Email Address : rabbibobs@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : On Nov. 9 at the hearing at Richie Coloseum one of the speakers who

addressed the panel identified himself as the head of the Langley Park
Business Association. Do you have his name? Is it possible to find a
record of his comments  online on the Purple Line website?



 - RECORD #2655 DETAIL
First Name : Kelly
Last Name : Saldana
Business Name :
Address : 6727 Chillum Manor Road
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20783
Email Address : KSALDANA@USAID.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It May Concern:

I support building the purple line as light rail.



 - RECORD #3166 DETAIL
First Name : Kelly
Last Name : Saldana
Business Name :
Address : 6727 Chillum Manor Road
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20783
Email Address : saldanaf@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Saldana 35746.pdf (105 kb)







 - RECORD #524 DETAIL
First Name : Andrew
Last Name : Salgadoe
Business Name :
Address : 4802 Ravenswood Rd
City : Riverdale Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20737
Email Address : asalgadoe@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I live in Riverdale Park and fully support the Purple Line. I know there

are some that are concerned about the tracks running through the
Capital Crescent trail but I think the effects would be minimal. Of greater
value, environmentally, would be the huge reduction in pollution caused
by cars and busses in our area. This would be a boon to the area in
terms of quality of life as well as jobs and mobility for those of all income
levels.
Thank you



 - RECORD #1619 DETAIL
First Name : Andrew
Last Name : Salgadoe
Business Name :
Address : 4802 Ravenswood Rd
City : Riverdale Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20737
Email Address : asalgadoe@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : Hello Mr. Madden,

I am a strong supporter of light rail for the Purple Line. A bus would have
to compete with car traffic and add to congestion, not relieve it. I don't
ride buses and, to be honest, I would take a light rail from my home in
Riverdale to Silver Spring, but I would not be willing to sit on a bus. We
need to move forward with the rail option NOW so that we can be ready
to accept any infrastructure funds that the new presidential
administration wants to invest in the very near future. Light rail must be
shovel ready.
Thanks for listening.



 - RECORD #422 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Saltzman
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : DSALTZMAN@TURKLAW.NET
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

Dear MTA and County Council:

As a WABA member, I strongly disagreed with its decision to endorse
the Purple Line mass transit project along the "Master Plan Alignment,"
a.k.a the Georgetown Branch Trail.

First, I felt it was improper for the organization to make an endorsement
at this time, even before the public has had a chance to ask questions
raised by the DEIS and the MTA has, therefore, yet to respond.  WABA
ought to have utilized the DEIS process to express concerns about trail
width (why not ask for 16', which is the width of most trails that include a
dedicated cyclists' lane?), trail lighting, trail maintenance, trail striping,
speed limits, trail access points, etc.

Also, I felt it was inappropriate for WABA to endorse a plan for a trail that
is without funding.

I am a 4000 mi./year commuter on the Capital Crescent Trail and
Georgetown Branch Trail.  The former is too narrow and not adequately
cared for.  No jurisdiction will claim responsibility to widen it to make
usable by a greater number and variety of users.  No one has been able
to convince the trail's owners to properly stripe it or erect proper signage.
This, I fear is what we have in store along the Purple Line -- a trail that is
too narrow and for which there is no funding to maintain.  If that is the
choice to "buy off" the cycling community, then we have been bought off
too cheaply.

Sincerely disappointed,

David Saltzman
WABA Member

Offfice:        202-637-9877
Mobile: 202-550-2007



 - RECORD #474 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Salzman, Ph.D.
Business Name :
Address : 4407 Elm Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : SALZMAN@LIGHTSPINTECH.COM



Submission Content/Notes : MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
6 Paul Street, 9th Floor
Baltimore, MD 21202

Dear Mr. Ratcliff,

I personally reported a problem to the MTA staff and Mr.
Madden at the Chevy Chase open hosue (4-H National
Headquarters). There was no response.

I thought it would be courteous of me to write you before
this all blows up.

I have found several grievous errors in the Purple Line
Draft EIS, errors that result in the document fundamentally
misstating the operating costs and pollution impact of the
LRT and BRT options. As it stands now, the Draft EIS
disserves the public and deceives decision makers. Left
uncorrected, the Maryland MTA could lead the governor to
request federal funds on the basis of an analysis that is
materially inaccurate and misleading.

I hope that you will demand answers from your organization
before it deceives itself and the citizenry further, and
that you insist that that the errors be independently
reviewed and corrected, before the state gets stuck wasting
hundreds of millions of dollars on costs the EIS should
have predicted but, alas, does not.

SUMMARY: The LRT Purple Line options are at least 4 times
browner and dirtier than the BRT options, and get 1/2 the
mileage. The Draft EIS claims the options are the same on
the basis of numerous, flagrant, significant errors in
calculating air pollution, greenhouse gases, and operating
energy requirements. These errors will only worsen the
state's financial exposure if the federal government
imposes a carbon tax.

The Draft EIS's is wildly inaccurate and simply
indefensible as professional work in treating air
pollution, greenhouse gas, and energy costs. All the biases
and outright errors line up in favor of the light rail
(LRT) options. What a coincidence!

If the tables are calculated correctly, the LRT options are
at least 4 times browner and dirtier than the bus
rapid-transit (BRT) options, and get 1/2 the mileage. Yet
the slogan promises a "Greener Future" and "Less Pollution"
when the LRT will bring objectively the opposite.

As a physicist, I calculated the tables correctly and sent
the references, data, equations, and analyses to the MTA,
which has ignored them and continues to use bogus data. I
also analyzed the junk-science papers cited on the
PurpleLineNow Web site.



Anyone who wants my data, equations, references, analyses
or testimony is welcome to them. I invite anyone, wherever
they stand on the LRT/BRT controversy, to plug their own
numbers into my spreadsheet and tell me where they think my
numbers or equations are wrong.

For instance, consider Tables 4.7-4 and 4.7-5 in the Draft
EIS. Proper tables should cite emissions (pollutants and
greenhouse gases) from the fuel burned to power 1 vehicle
mile traveled (VMT) for the LRT and BRT options. These
tables don't do that.

Instead, a fiction called "direct energy" is invented.
"Direct energy" biases the results by pretending that the
electricity is generated, transmitted and delivered to a
rail car with perfect thermodynamic efficiency, when in
fact, 3 Mbtu of energy has to be burned from actual,
real-world coal with all its emissions to power a LRT car
needing 1 Mbtu of fictional "direct energy"!!

The MTA's scam conceals 2/3 of the actual fuel costs and
emissions from the public until it's too late.

Rapid-transit buses run on compressed natural gas, emitting
118 pounds of CO2 per Mbtu. The tables stick buses with
older diesel technology at 156 pounds of CO2 per Mbtu,
again biasing unrealistically toward the LRT option.

Table 4.7-4 understates the pollutants emitted to power the
LRT option by a factor of 3, and simply ignores the LRT
power generator's atmospheric release of mercury and
sulfuric acid. And again it overstates the emissions from
the BRT by assuming diesel fuel instead of natural gas.

Table 4.7-5 Likewise biases unrealistically in favor of the
LRT option.

When calculated correctly, the LRT option emits four times
more CO2 greenhouse gas per vehicle mile traveled than the
BRT option!  It also emits vastly more mercury and sulfur
dioxide.

It is preposterous for the Draft EIS to fail to use these
corrections. To hide the LRT option's brownness and term it
"greener" is indefensible and deceptive.

Table 4.15-1 likewise uses the fictional concept of "direct
energy," but in its case the three-fold understatement of
actual energy costs is worse than biased. It misstates
material facts with an intent to deceive, which raises
questions the MTA needs to answer regarding the report's
core credibility.

In my opinion, the table's active concealment of true
energy costs is unconscionable. If the public has to buy 3
pounds of coal to get 1 pound's worth of fictional "direct
energy," then hiding the cost of 2 of the 3 pounds by
pretending they're free borders on dishonesty! How can the



MTA let mistakes slip in like underestimating the LRT's
fuel requirements and pollution by a factor 3? And they
overestimate the BRT's fuel and pollution.

Oops! No doubt, the MTA will "find" these mistakes and
discreetly correct them, but no time soon.

Worse, the table uses irrelevant nationwide averages for
the passenger load factors, granting the LRT option 22.4
passengers per vehicle but only 8.7 passengers between the
same stations at the same time, rather than load factors
consistent with the rest of the draft EIS. This is
preposterous: flat-out mistaken methodology that needs to
be corrected and cannot be defended as anything but
sloppiness or unprofessionalism. The load factors will be
the same for both until the smaller vehicle fills!
Correcting the table results in — surprise, surprise — the
BRT costing LESS THAN HALF AS MUCH to operate per passenger
mile.

Table 4.15-2 inexplicably fails to account for the Jones
Bridge Road routing, which has a lower construction cost.
(Beware of the typo that switches "LRT" and "BRT" in the
table's captions.) Again, the Draft EIS shows itself to be
a hatchet job biased in favor of the LRT options.

The MTA is supposed to be a state agency working for us
citizens. The Draft EIS is supposed to fulfill a statutory
obligation to inform appointed and elected decision makers
as well as interested readers. For these reasons, the
document's outright errors and strong biases are
intolerable, disserving the public and thwarting decision
makers from doing their jobs properly. It needs to be
corrected now, before doing further damage, such as letting
the governor request federal funding on the basis of an
analysis that is materially inaccurate and misleading.

Sincerely Yours,
David Salzman, Ph.D.
4407 Elm Street, Chevy Chase MD 20815
(tel 301-654-5588)



 - RECORD #1340 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Salzman
Business Name :
Address : 4407 Elm Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Thank you for coming1 out this evening to see us. David is D-A-V-I-D,
Salzman is S-A-L-Z-M- A-N. I'm a physicist and entrepreneur who builds
businesses in Montgomery County. And I'm flabbergasted that an
environmental impact study doesn't do a proper job of dealing with, say,
the environment. But I took a few hours and did that for you, that's all it
took.

So, based on that traceable to the to Department of Energy and the
Department of Transportation documents, energy efficiencies, CO2
intensity, it's not in the environmental impact study in a competent way.

Here's my concern. I think that this is preferable - if you would, please.
Thank you. About10 seconds. Okay. The Maryland Transit
Administration has itself admitted that sources of power for both light rail
and bus are improving, resulting in a clean transportation alternative
regardless of the mode chosen. This is far too modest.

Bumper stickers not withstanding, there is no scenario if you work the
numbers and trust the Department of Energy that makes light rail
cleaner or greener than bus rapid transit, if both use available
technology. I admit, I was surprised by that finding but I have to respect
the data as a physicist and I would encourage public officials confronted
with hard data to respect that too.

I develop solar cells for a living, I know what the alternatives are in
coming years. The bus rapid transit is actually cleaner than the light rail.
Analysis shows that reliance on electricity for power makes the light rail
dirtier and browner. The rail option emits far more carbon dioxide,
mercury, sulfur dioxide, particularly pollutions, did I mention mercury?
Nasty stuff that the light rail would subject us to and the bus rapid transit
would avoid.

It turns out that the slogan, Purple Line, Greener Future, is misleading. It
is unsupported by evidence and it is contradicted by the facts. I think the
people reading the ultimate submission from the state will know these
things. I appreciate that this is counter-intuitive but the BRT option is
cleaner.

Let me be specific. You have the document, it has the references, it has
the tables, you can work the numbers yourself, you can contest numbers
and rerun it, it's all there. I analyzed and compared the proposed routes
for total pollution and greenhouse gas omissions regarding the 6
proposed alignments. None of the alignments produces significant less
or more omission than the other 5, though the Jones Bridge alignment
does avoid clear-cutting the entire 66 foot right-of- way, 5 and a half
acres of park land.

And regarding the modes, it turns out that the light rail pollutes more
because of the inefficiency of transporting electricity. Electricity is the
ultimate NIMBY. It's burned in someone else's backyard but in Maryland
it's based primarily on coal. And coal is filthy.

To be specific, the light rail option emits four times the greenhouse gas
per mile of the bus rapid transit option. They have about the same
energy cost per mile, which was again a surprise. And the weight of the
vehicle turns out to be the highest sensitivity. You have the document
now, I hope that it's of use to you. And I look forward to people
respecting the hard data. Thank you.



 - RECORD #3236 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Salzman, Ph.D.
Business Name :
Address : 4407 Elm Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Wrttn Tstmny.D.Salzman..pdf (808 kb)





















 - RECORD #1677 DETAIL
First Name : Melinda C.
Last Name : Salzman
Business Name :
Address : 1707 Black Oak Lane
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : SALZMANMSW@STARPOWER.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr. Leggett, Dr. Hanson, Council President Andrews and Ms.

Ratcliff:

I am writing to express my support for some of the conclusions the
Montgomery County Planning Department staff reached last week, and
to add a recommendation of my own:

• Use the Georgetown Branch alignment between Bethesda and Silver
Spring;

• Complete the hiker-biker trail as part of the project, including through
the Air Rights Tunnel in Bethesda and into the Transit    Center in Silver
Spring;

• Include a stop serving Downtown Silver Spring and the Fenton Village
area integrated with the new Silver Spring library.

• Support the expedited construction of the Bethesda South Entrance as
a priority infrastructure project.

Finally, I would like to voice my support for a tunnel for the Light Rail into
and out of the new Silver Spring Transit Center.  I recognize this format
would vastly increase the cost of the project.  My only reservations are
the cost and the further delays to approval.  However, thinking about the
future, a tunnel would make a great difference in allowing traffic in
downtown Silver Spring to move more easily.

Please encourage Governor O'Malley to move the Light Rail Purple Line
into construction on the swiftest possible timeline.

Sincerely,

Melinda C. Salzman
1707 Black Oak Lane
Silver Spring MD 20910



 - RECORD #283 DETAIL
First Name : Melinda
Last Name : Salzman
Business Name : Melinda C. Salzman, MSW
Address : 1707 Black Oak Lane
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I urge the counties and state to move forward with a light rail Purple

Line.  If we are serious about reducing traffic congestion and serving
residents who don't own cars (or do not wish to drive), public
transportation between New Carrolton and Bethesda must be improved.
I live in Silver Spring and frequently bike and hike on the Georgetown
Branch/Capital Crescent trail.  A someone who uses the trail, I still
strongly favor light rail over rapid buses.  Buses will only add to our
traffic congestion and will take longer to make the trip.  Studies show
there will be room for both light rail and trail users.  I've been waiting for
this important transportation link for over 20 years now.



 - RECORD #2313 DETAIL
First Name : Melinda
Last Name : Salzman
Business Name :
Address : 1707 Black Oak Lane
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Salzman_Melinda.pdf (39 kb)





 - RECORD #2088 DETAIL
First Name : Lawrence E.
Last Name : Samelson
Business Name :
Address : 6707 East Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : LSAMELSON@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Fellow Marylanders,

My family has enjoyed biking, jogging and walking on the Capital
Crescent Trail in both directions from Bethesda. The thought that the
section of the trail from Bethesda to Silver Spring would be severely
impacted to its detriment by light rail is very upsetting. I believe that this
beautiful Trail should be preserved as it is.

There certainly is a need for increased east-west transportation in this
area. I favor that this need  be satisfied by improved bus service or,
optimally, an underground rail system.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2024 DETAIL
First Name : Kathleen
Last Name : Samiy
Business Name :
Address :
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : KSAMIY@STARPOWER.NET



Submission Content/Notes : As a 4th generation County Resident, I urge my State and County
Representatives to SAVE THE TRAIL, and Choose Buses.

Why:

--Cost effective, BRT make fiscal sense.

--Set high Carbon Emission Standards, by giving placing more, not less
very rapid transit on dedicated lanes, on our heavily traveled state road
commuter routes, north and south east and west.

--Lower Carbon Emissions-lower overall cost means more BRT routes
all  over the county--not just the brief 6-8 miles the current MTA plan has
for LRT in Montgomery County--but BRT can be placed on many more
miles and miles of car worker/commuter routes so that teens, low
income residents and middle class folks have a non car option in the
form of readily available mass transit stops.  Let demand lead supply.

--Most importantly:  the Captial Crescent Trail is for walkers and strollers
and a 'green street' that connects DC, to Silver Spring, to Bethesda to
Georgetown--one last vestige of nature ringing the city inside the
beltway.  If you put a train on this right of way, forever you have
destroyed the trees, the trails, and the last tranquility--god given
nature...given away to developers.  This is a moral imperative to save
the trail.  It saves our environment and saves the last precious green
resource that in 2030, or 2050, or 2090 here for our kids and grandkids.

--Please remember the trail must be safe for walkers, strollers--right now
the high-speed biker/commuters are starting to take it over, if you put
LRT on the trail, walkers will be forever unsafe, the trail will be noisy--
and nature long lost mythical memory--just because a short-sighted and
high priced decision, based on politican deep pockets who have pushed
the county into a very decision for LRT--at all costs, so developers can
change zoning.

And lastly -- DO NOT RUN THE PL AT GRADE ON WAYNE AVENUE
IN SILVER SPRING,

TUNNEL IT OR RELOCATE IT IN SS, IT WILL BE A FIASCO
THROUGH DOWNTOWN SS-HOLDING UP TRAFFIC, ADDING NOISE
AND CHANGING THE FACE OF THE QUALITY OF LIFE IN OUR
QUIET NEIGHBORHOOD NESTLED IN THE STREAM VALLEY OF
SLIGO CREEK--A RAPID TRANSIT FOR CAR COMMUTERS DOENS'
BELONG HERE, IT BELONGS ON A STATE ROAD WITH A WIDE
BERTH.  NOT ON THIS COUNTY / RESIDENTIAL STREET.

You do not have to run the PL to Piney Branch and Flower Avenue, to
get more riders keep in on University Blvd past Piney Branch to
Colesville Road--in the form of a BRT--this is future and forward thinking
at its best,  do not tuck it into SS through a quiet residential
neighborhood that sits in the hills and stream valleys of the Chesapeake
Bay Watershed, the Anacostia and Sligo Creek--this is an
environmentally poor idea...and impacts negatively quality of residential
life.  Don't do it.

Kathleen Samiy
Silver Spring



 - RECORD #604 DETAIL
First Name : Larry
Last Name : Sampas
Business Name :
Address : 4715 Trent Court
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : LARRY@LARRYSAMPAS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Larry Sampas
4715 Trent Court
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #2537 DETAIL
First Name : Aleli
Last Name : Samson
Business Name :
Address : 8103 Eastern Ave., #B213
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : ALELI.SAMSON@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

My brother and I used the Capital Crescent Trail to train for the Marine
Corps Marathon, which I ran for the first time in 2007, and which he has
developed a passion for running every year.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2993 DETAIL
First Name : Gisele
Last Name : Samuel
Business Name :
Address : 2419 Lyttonsville Road, 303
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Melissa Burke.pdf (477 kb)







 - RECORD #2898 DETAIL
First Name : Marcie
Last Name : Sandalow
Business Name : Evers & Co. Real Estate, Inc.
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : marciesandalow@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Please preserve the trail.  There have to be better alternatives for the

Purple Line.

I use the trail on a weekly basis.  My kids use the trail.  In this highly
urban area, it's the one green pathway into Bethesda where I don't have
to fight traffic.

Furthermore, I question the reasoning behind adding a system that
doesn't tie in directly with the metro.  Why call if the Purple Line at all?  If
you don't make it easy for people to transfer systems (and under the
current plan, it isn't), the system will simply be underutilized.

I'm in real estate.  People move into my neighborhood (East Bethesda)
for a number of reasons, but a big reason is access to the trail.  Take it
away, and you are diminishing our quality of life.

Please, please keep the trail just the way it is.  It's an oasis in this
already overpopulated metropolis!  Thanks.



 - RECORD #1129 DETAIL
First Name : Gregory
Last Name : Sanders
Business Name :
Address : 718 Pershing Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Gregory Sanders,G-R-E-G-O-R-Y S-A-N-D-E-R-S. I grew up in the
Woodside Community of Silver Spring. I've been a renter for two years in
the Seven Oaks Evanswood
neighborhood, 718 Pershing Drive, specifically, near the Whole Food
Shopping Center.

I've been waiting for some form of a Purple Line for most of my life. I've
traveled a route between Silver Spring and Bethesda, by foot as a Cub
Scout picking up trash, by bus, by bike, Metro, and car. But direct, quick
light rail just hasn't come yet.

I've earned two degrees at College Park. Frequently traveling west from
campus to points both in Prince George's, Montgomery and D.C. and
lamented the time it takes and the need to take a long walk or a shuttle
to get to the College Park Metro Station.

And if I'm catching AMTRAK, I need to go downtown to Union Station
rather than in New Carrollton which is much closer. And a friend who is
going from Greenbelt to NIH on a work basis and has the most
elongated route. All of which would be much better for Purple Line.

Over the years I have grown up, but our transportation system hasn't.
The County and State have put a lot of work on the details of this plan
and they've done a good job. It's well past time to build. Particularly in
Silver Spring where new projects such as the Community Center and
Live Nation may spur further changes.

If we don't act now, it will only get harder in the future as more people
spur more development and decrease our options. It's well past time to
speak of benefits of transit access east and west from Metro Lines
through high capacity Light Rail.

I like the idea of a street car down most of Wayne, irrespective of the
lower cost. It allows for stops, specifically, at Dale Drive which means far
more people will be in a quick walk. More people means more chances
to meet our neighbors and more eyes on the street to deter crime.

I've seen light rail in many cities and feel safe around it. Certainly safer
than around cars and even some buses which can be unpredictable. As
a lifelong resident of this area, getting married next year, I plan to buy a
house here, not now, in the near future.

I'll consider proximity to a station and the line itself to be a major bonus.
Without the Purple Line, getting a house near the Metro Station may just
be too expensive.

In closing, the plan is good and the time to build is now. I hope this
process finds efficient ways to meet neighborhood concerns. However,
first and foremost we must work as a State for a rapid, high capacity rail
to connect the inner Washington suburbs.

Anything short of that will tie our region in greater traffic gridlock.
Changing it for the worse and signaling a downturn in currently desirable
neighborhoods, in which the State and County have invested so much in
to. Thank you all.



 - RECORD #147 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Sandstrom
Business Name :
Address : 2604 Spencer Rd
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : BIGMOGURNDA@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Planning Committee,

I am writing to show my support for the proposed Purple Line, and to
express my preference for light rail rather than a bus rapid transit line.

I commute daily by bicycle between my house near the to of DC and the
National Institutes of Health, during all times of the year.  As a cyclist, I
make regular use of the segment of the Crescent Trail that passes over
Rock Creek Park, and which may be lost to the Purple Line.  However,
there are occasions that I need to drive or take the bus to NIH, and am
reminded of the frustrating level of congestion faced by commuters.
This situation will only get worse when the workforce from Walter Reed
gets moved to the site of the National Naval Medical Center.  Therefore
it seems obvious that a dedicated commuter line traveling to the Medical
Center Station is needed to ease congestion.

With regard to the question of light rail versus rapid bus line, the short-
term savings from the bus line will be outweighed by the limited capacity
in what is expected to be a highly-traveled corridor.  I expect that even
the light rail will be looked upon as false economy, compared to heavy
rail, by commuters in the not so distant future.  If it is at all possible in
these fiscally challenging times, I hope that the method with the highest
capacity will be chosen.

Thank you very much.

David Sandstrom

2604 Spencer Rd
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #1604 DETAIL
First Name : Judy
Last Name : Sangillo
Business Name :
Address : 7014 Exfair Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly support a light-rail Purple Line from Bethesda eastward along

the Gerogetown Branch railroad right of way. I also support completion
of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail along this transit line. Thank you.



 - RECORD #2831 DETAIL
First Name : Alla
Last Name : Sapozhnikova
Business Name :
Address : 5111 Crossfield Ct. #16
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : ALLA.SAPOZHNIKOVA@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #429 DETAIL
First Name : Sarah
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SCOLON2005@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To whom this may concern:

\
I support the construction of light purple rail connecting Bethesda to
Silver Spring, as well as the Capital Cresent/Georgetown Branch trail
improvements that will come with the Purple Line -- especially the
construction of the long-planned segment into downtown Silver Spring
and the protected intersection crossings that will come with a light rail
line.  This will make it a win-win project for both trail users and the
people who will ride the new transit line

As someone who lives just at the head of the CC Trail, where it hits
Woodmont avenue in Bethesda, I urge you to keep the trail going
through the tunnel. By keeping the trail route in the Bethesda Tunnel, the
current location of the Georgetown Branch Trail, the new trail would
avoid an at-grade crossing of Wisconsin Avenue. MTA should change
the designs of all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda
Tunnel.

Please also widen the proposed trail. The current plan of 10 feet is too
narrow for the anticipated number of users the rebuilt trail would see.
The trail design profiles presented in the Purple Line DEIS show that it is
possible to build a 12' wide trail within the corridor with only a minimal
cost increase and impact on the trail buffer space.

Last year I was hit and run on my bicycle while trying to ride across
Wisconsin Avenue-- just a short 100 meters-- at rush hour.  There is no
shoulder for bicycles at present on roads in downtown bethesda, other
than the nice lanes on Woodmont.  Likewise, cars in Bethesda are not
accustomed to watching out for cyclists. For this reason, I urge you build
two options for the trail, one that goes above ground crossing Wisconsin
via Bethesda Ave. and the other that goes through the tunnel.

Thank you very much for the supporting greater options for public
transportation and cycle-commuting in the DC metro area..

sarah



 - RECORD #2939 DETAIL
First Name : Donald P. Sarles and
Last Name : Carolyn Bryant
Business Name :
Address : 5206 Chandler Street
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Sarles_Donald.pdf (81 kb)





 - RECORD #255 DETAIL
First Name : Donald
Last Name : Sarles
Business Name :
Address : 5206 Chandler Street
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support the Purple Line LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT!  This is obviously the

best long-term solution, much better than part-bus, part-rail.

A small number of wealthy Chevy Chase residents should NOT be
allowed to veto the light rail solution just because it goes through their
private golf course!
Donald Sarles, Bethesda



 - RECORD #1800 DETAIL
First Name : Chuck
Last Name : Sarris
Business Name :
Address : 2804 31st St SE
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20020
Email Address : chuck-sarris@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : The key to a great metropolitan area is tranportation. Commuters need

the Purple line...



 - RECORD #629 DETAIL
First Name : Neil
Last Name : Sattler
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : NEIL.SATTLER@ED.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : I support the building of the Purple Line as a light "rail" solution.

I would also like to offer suggestions that the requirements include such
thoughts as:

rail cars must be American made
powered by electricity
solution should explore use of non-rail products such as rubber tires or
high tech plastic.
solution design should include a walking/bike trail next to the line.

Thanks for offering the opportunity for comment.



 - RECORD #2030 DETAIL
First Name : Jamie
Last Name : Saunders
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JAMIE.SAUNDERS@TESCO.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sirs/Madams

as a recent arrival in Bethesda and a regular crescent trail user I was
shocked to learn of the impact of the proposed purple line route on this
important amenity.  I would urge you to reconsider your plans.  Surely it
makes no sense to sacrifice pedestrian and bicycle routes in these times
of environmental concern.  I have travelled extensively in Belgium and
the Netherlands, who have shown what can be achieved my a properly
balanced transport policy.



 - RECORD #421 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Sauro
Business Name :
Address : 6500 Lone oak Dr
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : The purple line would be an invaluable asset to commuters in

montgomery county. whether it be a light-rail system or full fledged
underground metro, it is something we need to help increase public
transportation ridership and ease access between increasingly stratified
areas of maryland



 - RECORD #674 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Savage
Business Name :
Address : 4614 West Virginia Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : SAVAGEJ@EROLS.COM]



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I use the Capital Crescent Trail to ride my bike.  It is safe and beautiful.
Sadly, as you know, that safety and beauty—and the opportunity for
healthful recreation—is in jeopardy.

Before the Capital Crescent Trail existed, it may have been difficult for
our planners and elected officials to foresee how popular and valuable
the Trail would become as a natural, tree-lined linear park.  The
popularity of the Trail has exceeded all expectations -- with over 10,000
weekly uses on this unpaved section of the Trail between Bethesda and
Silver Spring.

When the Master Plan was written 18 years ago, had our public officials
known then, what we know now about the environmental benefits of
preserving this 17 acres of mature trees and natural green space in
lower Montgomery County, and had they known the environmental costs
of putting transit in this location, they might have supported purchasing
the right of way solely for parkland -- just like the section from Bethesda
to Georgetown.

Moreover, at that time, had our public officials known about the BRAC
relocation of Walter Reed Hospital and the need to find transportation
solutions for the new National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, they
might have planned differently.

Circumstances have changed.  Now is the time to re-think the Purple
Line, and now is the time to eliminate plans to put trains or buses along
the Capital Crescent Trail.  This is  a regressive transportation plan that
would result in a devastating loss to the surrounding communities and to
trail users around the region.

Please save this popular tranquil Trail, the trees, and the natural green
space for generations to come.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

John Savage

4614 West Virginia Avenue

Bethesda, MD 20814



 - RECORD #745 DETAIL
First Name : Shihadeh & Vara
Last Name : Sayyad
Business Name :
Address : 7110 Edgevale Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : SAYYADV@VERIZON.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

We can walk on the trail up to Connecticut Avenue at the railroad tracks
and have coffee and then return.  It keeps us off Connecticut and all the
pollution from the cars and a much more pleasant walk.  It would be
nothing less than a disgrace to cut down all those trees and destroy our
trail. We have lived here for over 30 years and would be sick to see
everthing we have worked for all these years ruined.   Please, please
consider what repercussions there will be if the Purple Line destroys our
beautiful trail.

Up until 1985, a coal-bearing freight train ran a few times a week, at
about 15 mph --  on a single track -- along a narrow berm, buffered by
forest.   That  tree-lined berm  is now the Capital Crescent Trail.  In
1988, when the County purchased the Georgetown Branch right of way,
and in the 1990's, when future transit use was written into the master
plan, the purple Line was conceived as a single track "trolley" between
Bethesda and Silver Spring because the corridor was so narrow.
However, since that time, plans for the Purple Line have evolved into
shoehorning into this narrow corridor, a double tracked transit system,
with trains passing in both directions every three minutes  -- without
concern for hundreds of nearby homes, condominiums, and apartments
and without concern for the preservation of the Capital Crescent Trail as
we know it.

I urge you to protect our irreplaceable trees and greenspaces for
generations to come, and to put transit on roads -- such as Jones Bridge
Road,  East-West Highway, the Beltway --  or tunneled underground.
Why would we destroy our irreplaceable greenspaces when we have
other options?

Bus Rapid Transit could run from Silver Spring to Bethesda on Jones
Bridge Road via a stop at Bethesda Medical Center, and relieve traffic
congestion created by BRAC (relocation of Walter Reed) and NIH.  This
plan is half the cost of light rail, has lower operating costs, allows for
funding other transit needs in the County,  preserves most of the Trees
and the natural Trail, and would complete the Capital Crescent Trail all
the way into Silver Spring.

In the meantime, the State should study long-term solutions such as
connecting the two legs of the Red Line with a Metro (not light rail),
along the Beltway or underground to improve our existing Metro system.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Shihadeh & Vara Sayyad
7110 Edgevale Street
Chevy Chase, MD  20815



 - RECORD #2063 DETAIL
First Name : William and Therese
Last Name : Scanlin
Business Name :
Address : 3537 Hamlet Place
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : TSCANLIN@TOADMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Planning Director Ratcliff:

We are writing to ask you to vote against using the Capital Crescent
Trail
for the Proposed Purple Line route and instead use Bus Rapid Transit.

We are in favor of smart growth but not a waste of our hard-earned
money.
Bus Rapid Transit would provide immediate, flexible, continuous, and far
less expensive service.  It is ironic that the failures of state and county
measures to relieve traffic congestion should provide the economic
justification for spending incredible amounts of taxpayer money to save
a
few minutes of transit time.

The only people that will truly profit from the destruction of this
beautiful Trail are the land developers who are only interested in making
money out of it.  Surely in this time of great change when there is so
much
hope for our country, lining the pockets of the rich developers will not be
on your agenda.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to
preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park" -- so
that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around
us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2410 DETAIL
First Name : Sara
Last Name : Schaberg
Business Name :
Address : 5312 Blackistone Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : SSCHABERG@COMCAST.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

I live in a neighborhood adjacent to the crescent trail.   This is a vital part
of our community, a connector of communities throughout our
surrounding neighborhoods, and with the District of Columbia.  So may
members of our community bike to work, bike to attractions in the
District, in other areas of Montgomery County and utilize the trail as a
vital transportation link for both practical, eco-friendly and recreational
purposes.  Our communities that lie closer to the urban centers of
Montgomery County and the District already bear a heavy proportion of
the tax burden through higher real estate assessed values and higher
local taxes.  We pay a premium to park in our own neighborhoods, are
prohibited from enjoying the kind of green space zoned in most other
areas of Montgomery County due to the encroachment of over
development approved against taxpayers wishes of  Bethesda and
Friendship heights.  The officials that pushed those money making plans
through the legislature were voted out, but we have been left to suffer.

The trail offers us a chance to experience green space, take advantage
of the 'close in' location we pay for dearly in the form of taxes and
congestion, a green alternative to automobile transportation, a healthy
and safe place to go with our children and pets, and a positive lifeline
between our urban and close in sub-urban communites.   Our children
join us in annual 'creek clean up' days, walk with us, run with us, take a
Sunday bike ride rather than sit on the couch or in front of a computer,
and meet with friends and their families from nearby who can also walk
or ride on the trail to meet us.  We use the trail to get to local
restaurants, to travel in to Bethesda on a nice day and make an
adventure of it rather than just getting in the car for an errand.
Especially now, with green efforts critical to the health of our national
economy, with outdoor exercise and family experiences close to home
so important under the stresses of a faltering economy, save this
precious and unique asset to be enjoyed by us now and preserved for
and by our children and generations to come.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster that could not be reversed.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  As a descendant
of Frederic Law Olmsted, who designed so many of our nations
landmark green spaces like the Capital grounds, Central Park and
Boston Commons, see his vision that no urban area should lose its
connection to nature.   His assertions seemed almost unnecessary in his



time and have proved invaluable.  Surely Montgomery County can
participate in this tradition that has proved so priceless over time.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2035 DETAIL
First Name : Michael L.
Last Name : Schaefer, MA
Business Name :
Address : 5307 Crown Street
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : schaefo@gmail.com



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I live in the Westwood Mews on Westbard Avenue off of Massachusetts
in Bethesda and represent our community as the Vice President of our
homeowners association.  Our property backs to the Capital Crescent
Trail and our residents enjoy the use of private access to the Trail.  We
use the trail to commute to and from work, to exercise, and to enjoy the
outdoors.  As the father of two toddlers, I can not imagine surviving the
first few years of my sons' lives without having the trail to push strollers
on without having to get on our car and drive to a park.   The existence
of the trail keeps us in Bethesda and is the single most significant aspect
of our community that deters us from selling our house and moving.  I
urge you do do everything in your power to preserve and protect this
fantastic community resource.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2133 DETAIL
First Name : Amanda Schall and
Last Name : Asheesh Misra
Business Name :
Address : 2030 Hanover Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. A. Schall. A. Misra.pdf (990 kb)





 - RECORD #1107 DETAIL
First Name : William B.
Last Name : Schauffler
Business Name :
Address : 1121 Goldmine Road
City : Brookeville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20833
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. Public transport needs to

be greatly enhanced.
Attachments : Zipin_Jessica Comment Cards.pdf (66 kb)





 - RECORD #387 DETAIL
First Name : Marti L.
Last Name : Scheel
Business Name :
Address : 15J Laurel Hill Road
City : Greenbelt
State : MD
Zip Code : 20770
Email Address : MLS2GETLISTS@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

As a long-time bicycle commuter who has used the Capital Crescent
Trail since its inception and who yearns for its expansion, I am writing to
express my support for the light rail option of the proposed Purple Line.

To some this might seem to be a contradiction, but I believe that the
CCT can be maintained--and improved--while building the Purple Line in
the light rail option.

Had we had the Purple Line, especially the light rail option, while I was
working at NIH in Bethesda, I would have been a much more regular
bike/rail commuter from my home in Greenbelt to my former job in
Bethesda.

As for improvements to the CCT, I  ask that the following changes, all
supported by the Washington Area Bicyclist Association, be made to the
draft environmental impact statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

 Marti L. Scheel
15J Laurel Hill Road
Greenbelt, MD 20770

301-441-3451



 - RECORD #831 DETAIL
First Name : Daniel
Last Name : Schleis
Business Name :
Address : 5531 Hartfield Ave
City : Camp Springs
State : MD
Zip Code : 20746
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building an at-grade light rail Purple Line, on its own right-of-

way for most of the route, and completing the Capital Crescent trail
alongside the route between Bethesda and Silver Spring



 - RECORD #3244 DETAIL
First Name : Maurice
Last Name : Schlesinger
Business Name :
Address : 8807 Maywood Ave
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : mschlesinger@npr.org
Submission Content/Notes : Tuesday, November 18, 2008

My name is Maurice Schlesinger and I live in the Rosemary Hills
neighborhood of Silver Spring.  We are connected to Chevy Chase and
Bethesda other than East-West Highway.  I have children at Rosemary
Hills Primary School and at North Chevy Chase Elementary School.
Their friends reside in Chevy Chase.  We swim at Rock Creek Pool.
Our Boy Scout troop and Cub Scout pack meet at Chevy Chase United
Methodist Church.  My eldest son rides his bike to Westland Middle
School along the trail nearly every day.  I support the Purple Line.

Four points;

·       A Jones Bridge Road alignment which serves NIH and Bethesda
Naval Hospital is a wonderful idea for a spur, especially if supported with
BRAC money.  However, the Purple Line must connect the urban
centers of Bethesda and Silver Spring to be a viable, long-term
contribution to the regional transportation system.

·       Bus Rapid Transit – OK if 100% on dedicated right-of-way and with
electric buses.  If not, the advantages in commuting time, air quality and
reduction of urban noise over conventional buses are lost.

·       Make a tourist attraction!  Move the Trolley Museum to part of the
county-owned Ride-On lot off Brookville Road and run historic trolley
cars on the line every weekend!

·       Regarding the sanctity of the trail – if the residents of Chevy Chase
don’t want the sight and sound of the Purple Line in their town, let them
pay for a tunnel.



 - RECORD #1966 DETAIL
First Name : Stephen
Last Name : Schmal
Business Name :
Address : 7317 Summit Ave.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly endorse having a Purple Line. To do nothing will simply result

in a worsening of our traffic situation. But which kind of Purple Line? All
alternatives have significant drawbacks. With some hesitation, I've
concluded that, for me, alternative 7 or 8 would be best. The
drawbacks? Cost and significant negative impact on the hiker-biker trail.
(PLEASE do not advertise that the trail will be improved. It will be
noisier, and even with tree replanting significantly less arborial for
years.) In my mind, the worst of the six real alternatives is #6. While
cheaper than 7 or 8, it will worsen traffic on Connecticut Ave. and other
major arteries with its at-grade crossings. That traffic (north-south) is
already bad and won't be relieved at all by the east-west line.
Philosophically I like alternative 3 - as it'd preserve a major portion of the
Crescent Trail but I don't think it'll move people quickly and will probably
exacerbate traffic in Bethesda.

Attachments : Schmal_Stephen.pdf (38 kb)





 - RECORD #1860 DETAIL
First Name : Nicholas
Last Name : Schmidt
Business Name :
Address : 1400 20th St. NW Apt. 215
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20036
Email Address : rastapunk8@yahoo.com



Submission Content/Notes : I would like to express my support for the light rail investment option for
the Purple Line. This has become a critical point in the development of
the entire region, and I strongly feel that the light rail option will provide
so many benefits to the region in the short and long term that we must
not waste such an amazing chance. The light rail investment will add a
crucial link in the rail transit network that will: reduce travel time for cross
county trips, provide better quality of service and frequency of service,
increase environmental justice and social equity with better access to
jobs for a variety of income levels, and lay the foundation for reducing
vehicle trips, greenhouse gas emissions, and dependency on all types of
oil by providing an attractive and highly used alternative form of
transportation. Should the Purple Line see funding and implementation, I
feel that the MTA, Montgomery County, and Prince George's County
must work together to focus land use around the service to
accommodate more dense human environments. This is the type of
opportunity that can begin to shape the northern capital region much in
the same way Metro reshaped Washington's inner core and paved the
way for revitalization.

I think that the BRT option can never supply the same service reliability,
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions, or opportunity for a more
focused and concentrated land use. The BRT option may be cheaper in
the short run, but the up front costs of any of these alternatives pale in
comparison to the potential benefits of the light rail option. The MTA
should not succumb to the pressures of a single well-funded
organization that wants to deny the northern capital region its best
opportunity to grow because they want to play golf without having to look
at a light rail train. Additionally, why invest so much money into a BRT
alternative when it still relies on fossil fuels? Our region should be
looking at ways to reduce the most greenhouse gas emissions possible.
BRT and light rail are good in that they are public transportation, but light
rail is better because it will be electrically powered. Granted, electricity is
not generated in an entirely renewable process at the moment, but the
potential to lower future greenhouse gas emissions is much greater with
electrical generation than relying on carbon based fuels. I think Maryland
has an obligation to seek strategies that will reduce emissions any way
possible. The light rail Purple Line is one of the best instances in the
country to do so when considering the high numbers of projected riders.

I must say, the "save the trail" campaign is overblown and not reflective
of regional sentiment. The trail will be vastly improved as a result of the
light rail option for the Purple Line. I am an avid cyclist who uses the
Capital Crescent Trail regularly, and I am always upset that I cannot
complete my journey from Georgetown to Silver Spring on my bike
because of the unpaved portion between Bethesda and Silver Spring. I
would like to see the trail improvements with the light rail running along
side the track. This corridor is too valuable to Maryland, the region, its
residents, its businesses, and its environment to not invest in the full
potential of the light rail alternative.

As an avid cyclist AND a resident of the Washington metropolitan region,
I feel that selecting the medium to high light rail investment alternative is
not only the right thing to do, but the only thing to do. The aggregate
benefits of such an investment completely outweigh the negative
consequences of its actions.

Thank you for reading my comments, and I hope that the best choice is
made for the future of the region and its citizens.



 - RECORD #1338 DETAIL
First Name : Kristin
Last Name : Schneeman
Business Name :
Address : 7919 Kentbury Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Yes, Kristin Schneeman, K-R-I-S-T-I-N, S-C-H-N-E-E-M-A-N. Thank you
very much for the opportunity to testify today. My name is Kristin
Schneeman and I live at 7919 Kentbury Drive in east Bethesda. I'm here
to speak in defense of the environmental resource that is at the heart of
my neighborhood, the Georgetown Branch Trail.

As a layperson, I find that the state's interpretation of environmental
impact defies common sense. If this report is to be believed, the 16 mile,
1.6 billion dollar project that clear cuts woodland and traverses densely
populated suburban areas would have virtually no significant
environmental impacts. Yet even the author seemed to be unconvinced
that it will process significant environmental benefits.

The report says it "could reduce the level of omissions from other
vehicles", not will, and at public meetings the Maryland Transit
Administration has said that it will not remove cars from the road. The
public needs to understand that this project will not improve the current
conditions for drivers trying to get across the county.

While the report declines to define the Georgetown Branch as parkland
or a trail, it is used that way by hundreds of thousands of residents for
miles around. The fact that thousands of trees in the right-of-way will be
cut down is barely mentioned and then is characterized as a minor issue
of visual character, quote/unquote. In this day and age, it is an
inconvenient truth that trees are important for more than visual
character. How this could be minimized as an environmental impact is
truly beyond the average citizen's comprehension. The 2200-page air
quality technical report does not appear to explicitly discuss the air
quality impact of removing thousands of trees.

The state claims this project is important for Smart Growth and several
speakers have alluded to that fact. An absolutely ironclad principal of
Smart Growth in urban areas is the preservation and enhancement of
green space for its environmental benefits, recreation, community space
and habitat for plants and wildlife.

There has been no apparent effort to take into account the projected
need for green space now and in the future. The state seems to be
arguing that it is necessary to destroy the village in order to save it.

While the state maintains that it will construct a trail alongside the tracks,
and I should point out, because several people have mentioned this, that
they could go ahead and complete the Capitol Crescent Trail separate
apart from the Purple Line project, I'd just like to point that out, and make
all those crossings safe for children, this document begins to make clear
that funding for construction and maintenance of the trail is not secure
and stable.

There are absolutely no guarantees that a trail will be preserved. And
the fact of the trail promised near the inner-county connector should be a
cautionary tale. After being offered as a benefit to the community, it was
decided that it could not be built because of its environmental impact
while the 2.4 billion dollar 6-lane highway apparently has no
environmental impacts to speak of. The state has a serious credibility
problem here. With funding tight, residents should expect the trail and
anything else offered as a benefit to be the first things to go.

This project is ill-considered, especially at a time of fiscal constraints.
This area has so many other pressing transportation needs, starting with
the BRAC realignment and the 270 corridor. Isn't it time we stop making
plans based on out-dated assumptions and reflected on current reality?
Tax payers and citizens of Maryland want their money spent in a



responsible way, not on a 1.6 billion dollar project and we deserve a
better Purple Line. Thank you.



 - RECORD #412 DETAIL
First Name : Andrew
Last Name : Schneider
Business Name :
Address : 103 E. Indian Spring Drive
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : andrewghost@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : Having lived in this area for nearly two decades, I've always deplored the

lack on a sensible mass transit option along the northern edge of the
beltway. I have had experience in other cities where both bus rapid
transit and light rail are present. While it is a pleasure to live near and
commute using the light rail, bus rapid transit is never as rapid as the
name signifies, as well as being less adaptable to changes in ridership
levels (becoming more crowded and unpleasant as time goes on).

I fully support the light-rail option for the purple line.

Andrew Schneider
103 E. Indian Spring Dr.
Silver Spring, MD 20901



 - RECORD #1291 DETAIL
First Name : Andrew
Last Name : Schneider
Business Name :
Address : 103 East Indian Spring Drive
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Andrew Schneider, A-N-D-R-E-W, S-C-H-N-E-I-D-E-R. I live

at 103 East Indian Spring Drive and I am in favor of the purple line.
Especially the light rail option.

In my immediate area I favor the Wayne Avenue option over the Thayer
Street option and would prefer to see the high investment light rail option
with the dedicated lanes.

Wayne Avenue is currently a nightmare to drive every day which I do
going from the Metro and having a rail option on that street would greatly
improve the safety and transit.

I'm further in favor of all options going beyond Silver Spring to Bethesda
and New Carrollton. Anything that gets around the beltway which has an
increasing rush hour 2 to in the afternoon and 6 to 11 in the morning
would be much appreciated. Thank you very much.



 - RECORD #2105 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Schneider
Business Name :
Address : 749 Thayer Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Schneider_David.pdf (286 kb)













 - RECORD #3048 DETAIL
First Name : Richard
Last Name : Schneider
Business Name :
Address : 8500 16th Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : richschmail@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Schneider 34303.pdf (80 kb)







 - RECORD #1098 DETAIL
First Name : Sam
Last Name : Schneider
Business Name :
Address : 12201 Norwood Road
City : Sandy Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20860
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Schnieder_Sam_Comment Cards.pdf (40 kb)





 - RECORD #2315 DETAIL
First Name : Scott
Last Name : Schneider
Business Name :
Address : 9311 Sudbury Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Schnieder_Scott.pdf (621 kb)





 - RECORD #837 DETAIL
First Name : Ari
Last Name : Schnitzer
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : It's LRT or nothing - BRT is a waste of money. PLEASE build LRT!



 - RECORD #1984 DETAIL
First Name : Daniel
Last Name : Schreiber
Business Name :
Address : 5205 Falmouth Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : DANSCHREIBER@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- No Rail on the Trail!

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #495 DETAIL
First Name : Joe & Pam
Last Name : Schroeder
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : schroeder3@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : Hello,

My wife and I wanted to register our support for keeping the trail as it is.
It's a real gem in the surrounding world of concrete and steel. There are
so few natural places left in the area. It's enjoyed by many, many, people
of all races from all walks of life. The peace & beauty of the trail would
be ruined by cutting down all the trees as proposed & paving the trail. It
would just become a sidewalk next to a transit corridor.

I realize that we must have better East-West transportation, but there
are other options.

Joe & Pam Schroeder



 - RECORD #2832 DETAIL
First Name : Thomas
Last Name : Schruben
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : environmentalguy@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am a regular runner on the trail and I urge you to not put the Purple

Line on the trail right of way.  None of the various plans and proposals
that have the rail and trail in the same right of way adequately preserves
the beauty and tranquility of the trail.  This is a unique resource in our
increasingly urban environment that we should protect and nurture.  The
arguments for the rail on the trail are similar to those proposed when a
highway was proposed for the C&O canal.  The planners saved the
canal and we are all the better for it.  I use all of the pieces of the trail
that are involved w/ the Purple line proposal, from Rosemary Hills thru
Bethesda.  Each stretch is wonderful and unique and each should be
treasured, not paved over.  I see many people using the trail for
recreation and for low impact commuting – bicycling and walking.  Rail
will interfere w/ both the recreational uses and the commuting uses.  We
have many other transportation corridors that could be used for mass
transit that are already used for automobiles.  We should not destroy this
resource when we have good alternatives.



 - RECORD #408 DETAIL
First Name :
Last Name :
Business Name : Justin Schuck and Company LLC
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE! We need this so badly! It would save

countless hours and hundreds of tons of carbon emissions which can't
be healthy for those living near the beltway!



 - RECORD #2098 DETAIL
First Name : William
Last Name : Schulden
Business Name :
Address : 12200 Rustic Hill Drive
City : Bowie
State : MD
Zip Code : 20715
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I Support building the Purple Line as light rail. The purple line is

extremely important to our community development! We need more
mass transit!

Attachments : Schulden_William.pdf (15 kb)





 - RECORD #1491 DETAIL
First Name : William
Last Name : Schulz
Business Name :
Address : 159 Quincy St.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : SCHULZWH@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Governor O’Malley, Executive Leggett, Council Members, et al,

Thank you for considering the many views of those opposed to and in
favor of the Purple Line.

Please add me to those opposed to this project, for two principal
reasons:

1.       Unlike other worthy transportation projects in Montogomery and
Prince George’s County, there’s little if any public benefit to be gained by
an above-ground transit line between Bethesda and Silver Spring, in
light of the frequent bus transit service between the two.

2.       Fro thousands of recreational users, the Capital Crescent Trail is
the only trail linking the District and Rock Creek Park to Chevy Chase,
Bethesda, Georgetown and the C&O Canal. For these bikers, hikers,
runners, and cross country skiiers (in winter), replacing the trail with the
above-ground transit line would be eliminating a rare and irreplaceable
place of great enjoyment and natural beauty.

Thank you very much.

William Schulz

159 Quincy St.

Chevy Chase MD 20815

schulzwh@yahoo.com

(240) 678-9398



 - RECORD #487 DETAIL
First Name : Rhoda
Last Name : Schulzinger
Business Name :
Address : 705 Hankin Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : rschulzinger@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Maryland Transit Administration: I am a resident of East Silver

Spring and strongly support the medium or high investment LRT
alternative for the Purple Line. I believe that constructing the Light Rail
alternative will benefit our neighborhood and is a wise investment in
public transportation. Thank you for your attention to my testimony.

Rhoda Schulzinger

705 Hankin Street

Silver Spring MD 20910



 - RECORD #3176 DETAIL
First Name : Shaytu
Last Name : Schwandes
Business Name :
Address : 8320 Colesville Rd, Apt 403
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : shay@shaytu.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Schwandes 35766.pdf (107 kb)







 - RECORD #383 DETAIL
First Name : Benjamin
Last Name : Schwartz
Business Name :
Address : 1401 Blair Mill Road
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : BSCHWA12@JHU.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Ben Schwartz
Maryland Resident

Benjamin Schwartz
1401 Blair Mill Rd Apt 1220
Silver Spring, MD 20910

6107660398



 - RECORD #2067 DETAIL
First Name : Dr. Ira B.
Last Name : Schwartz
Business Name :
Address : 6805 Greyswood Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : IRA.SCHWARTZ@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

My family has been using the Capital Crescent Trail for over 20 years
for long walks and bike rides. It has always been important to our
lifestyle, as well as countless others.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly,
parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small
children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in
training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the
region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the
Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the
Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass
about 10' from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be
neither safe nor attractive for Trail users to be passing each other
on a narrow bike lane -- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be
an environmental and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central
Park" -- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy
this natural resource, regardless of the growth and development that
takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #138 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Schwartz
Business Name :
Address : 8810 Brierly Rd
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : masinmd@att.net
Submission Content/Notes : I live 1 block off Jones Bridge Rd. The idea of adding a dedicated bus

service on this already congested street would be a disaster for our
neighborhood and not helping ease traffic congestion in any way. Do we
really  need more, very large vehicles on the street that can also get
stuck in traffic jams rather than a true light rail system that works?  I
hope the MTA has the long range wisdom of building a quality, long term
system rather than a cheaper, short term bandage. Please build the rail
system.



 - RECORD #2758 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Schwartz
Business Name :
Address : 817 Summer Walk Drive
City : Gaithersburg
State : MD
Zip Code : 20878
Email Address : SCHWARME@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #943 DETAIL
First Name : Joel
Last Name : Schwarz
Business Name :
Address : 4620 North Park Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : PRESJMS@AOL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor Martin O'Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff,
         County Executive Isiah Leggett,
         Chairman Royce Hanson,
         Council President Mike Knapp,

I am writing to express my strong opposition to a Purple Line being run
along the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.
We can put transit in another location, but we can't re-create this
beautiful,  tree-lined, natural recreational greenspace anywhere else.

By way of a short introduction to what the Trail means to me, I moved to
MD about 6 years ago from New York City. At that time, one of and
things I missed the most (other than NY bagels) was being able to walk
and run on a trail in a park like setting, as I used to live a few blocks from
Central Park in NYC and used the Central Park trails religiously, day and
night, all year long. Then I discovered the Capital Crescent Trail, and my
world opened up.  Not only do I enjoy afternoon runs along the trail in
Fall, as the leaves fall to the ground, and the early morning runs in the
Summer, when I get a breath of fresh air before the humidity gets too
high, but my fiance has also discovered the Trail and started walking to
work on it, as she finds it calming and serene.  In short, the untouched
nature of the Trail, coupled with the history along its sides and the calm
quiet feeling one gets when running or walking on it, is irreplacable, and
probably one of the most impressive features of living in the MD/DC
area.

Alarmingly, this will all be LOST if you move forward with the plan to run
the Purple Line along the Trail. While I am very much in favor of the
Purple Line, I am not so blind as to wish for a Purple Line at the expense
of such an incredible local, historical treasure like the Trail.

A narrow, dangerous, shadeless bike lane/running lane,  about 10' from
trains passing in two directions every three minutes,  will not provide a
tranquil "Trail" experience.  It would be tragic to destroy this wonderful
amenity that adds so much value to the lives of everyone who uses it,
and to all of the many communities that benefit from it.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to allow for an
objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating of the transit
projects seeking funding under the Federal New Starts process".  But
the DEIS has been neither objective,  fair, nor complete. The adverse
environmental and community impacts are severely understated in the
DEIS for the Purple Line along the Trail.  For example:

1.  History in the DEIS
There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail
called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so narrow.
While there is frequent reference to the right of way being a former
transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train that previously
ran in the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a
single track, and was  screened by forest on both sides.  With the Purple
Line, this single track (which is now a trail) will be replaced by two tracks
and a trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes.

2.  Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace
Inexplicably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has
been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006, and this



number has been growing steadily.  Trail users are of all ages, races,
nationalities, and abilities.  This heavy trail use is especially significant in
light of the fact that the Trail is crushed stone, not paved like the Trail to
Georgetown,  and bikers with narrow tires cannot use it without
significant risk to their tires.

Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace
and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density.   The population of the Bethesda CBD will
double in 15 years and these residents  will need greenspace and
recreational trails.  The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and
dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.

3.  Loss of Forest
The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be
destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced.  The DEIS is inexplicably
negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the impact of the loss
of these trees to the environment, to trail users, and to the communities
surrounding the Trail.  According to American Forests, at least 17 acres
of  tree canopy will be destroyed.  These 17 acres of mature trees are
some of the last remaining forest in lower Montgomery County and they
are important for sediment control, clean water, clean air, carbon
sequestration, shading the Trail, and  providing a buffer for communities.

4.  Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane
MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail are
seriously misleading.  There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and
to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not
supported in fact.  To the contrary,  on both sides of the right-of-way,
neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing because their homes
are very close to the rail and the Trail.  Hence, trail users will be confined
inside a solid fenced in corridor with trains passing by in both directions
every three minutes.  Fencing will also be necessary along the inside
border of the Trail to keep trail users from accidently falling onto the
tracks or from crossing intentionally.  Most of the right of way will require
major retaining walls since the terrain in almost never level and tends to
rise steeply or fall of precipitously.

5.  Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined  bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions,
passing each other in both directions.  To be fenced into a narrow bike
lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.

6.  Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided by a transitway.  These neighborhoods share the same middle
school and high school.  Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to
get to Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School,
and the Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes.
A transitway in this location seriously is destructive to community
cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning.

7.  Loss of Trail Access
Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring
communities.  Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.



8.  Safety Concerns with the Light Rail
Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the rail in dangerous
ways,  jumping  fences, etc. Young people will try to climb fences, for
example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East Bethesda,
Macdonald's on East West Highway,  and the Leland Center in the Town
of Chevy Chase.  Currently, there are many gates, and youth come
through these regularly.

In the last two weeks there have been light rail accidents in Boston and
in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train in
Montgomery County.

This is simply not a safe and resonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a popular Trail.

9.  Homes along the Trail
The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and
apartments along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway.  The DEIS should state how
many of these homes are less than 100', 75', 50', 30' etc.  from where
light rail trains would pass;   It is simply inexcusable to have no analysis
of the impact on the property values of  the homes along the corridor.

In conclusion, the DEIS has not been a fair study and appears to be
biased in  understating the adverse impacts of transit along the Capital
Crescent Trail.  Given the bias that is readily evident in the study, it
causes one to have grave concerns about other areas of the study which
are technical and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled,
etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown
Branch  right of way be finally eliminated as a route for the Purple Line.
Loss of this significant, irreplaceable greenspace is unacceptable.
Choosing this  route will meet with substantial and growing opposition
from Trail users and communities far and wide, and this dissent will hurt
any chances for FTA funding.  I urge our public officials to give a fair and
more thorough study of the Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route
and any other possible routes that should be studied as well.

When the Master Plan was written, our public officials at that time did not
know how wildly popular the Capital Crescent Trail would become.  Nor
did they need to find transit solutions to  BRAC.  It is time to take a new,
fresh and unbiased look at where transit should best be located.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Joel Schwarz

4620 North Park Avenue
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #3296 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Schwarzwalder
Business Name : Gannett Fleming, Inc.
Address : 1515 Market Street
City : Philadelphia
State : PA
Zip Code : 19102
Email Address : jschwarzwalder@gfnet.com
Submission Content/Notes : MIchael,

I am interseted in knowing the estimated cost and time to complete the
Final Environmental Impact Statement and Preliminary Engineering for
the Purple Line.

Thanks.



 - RECORD #2459 DETAIL
First Name : Bryan
Last Name : Schwenker
Business Name :
Address : 5030 Allan Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : BSCHWENKER@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County
Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews

The Capital Crescent Trail is accessible near our home off of
Massachusetts Avenue in Bethesda, and as a family we enjoy it on a
regular basis. We have ventured to the Little Falls swimming pool, into
downtown Bethesda and beyond, and taught our daughters to ride bikes
along the trail. It has always been a safe and relaxing haven away from
traffic, noise and congestion where peole can enjoy some fresh air and
exercise. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents pushing strollers,
bird watchers, families with small children, casual cyclists, teens going to
and from school, athletes in training, and daily commuters. Trail users
come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks, and I consider the Bethesda /
Chevy Chase area a great urban area. With all the sprawl and
construction from Friendship Heights to the Beltway and everywhere in
between, the Trail is a much appreciated refuge and asset to the
community.  This irreplaceable forest and continuous natural Trail
provide rare and outstanding recreational opportunities that cannot be
replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #556 DETAIL
First Name : Elizabeth
Last Name : Schwinn Cohn
Business Name :
Address : 5612 Marengo Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : ELIZABETH_SCHWINN@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Hi,

I use the Capital Crescent Trail for commuting during the week and on
weekends for bike rides or trail walks with my family and with our Girl
Scout troop. The trail is very important to all of us because it can be
accessed easily from our homes, without the need to drive to another
location to get out in nature, and because it is peaceful and safe. This
accessibility has been an important part of our troop parents' efforts to
educate girls about nature and the benefits of spending time in the
outdoors. As important as the trail itself are the woods on either side. On
a recent hike, for example, our troop spotted a snake, a frog, a deer, and
some geese. They also collected fallen leaves so that they could identify
the trees growing along the trail.

I am STRONGLY OPPOSED to forcing the Crescent Trail to lose
valuable wooded space in order to run the Purple Line alongside it. This
move would completely destroy the trail's utility as a greenspace that
encourages the free movement of animals and the growth of native trees
and plants. I understand the Environmental Impact Statement fails to
take this into account, and that it also failed to measure how much use
the trail receives. It is ironic that at a time when there is growing
recognition of the need for green space and other moves to combat
environmental degradation and global warming, the county is proposing
to destroy one of the few good links with nature that we have in this
heavily populated area.

THIS IS A VOTING ISSUE FOR ME. I will oppose any elected official
who signs off on proposals that will damage the Capital Crescent Trail,
including this one.

Elizabeth Schwinn Cohn
5612 Marengo Road
Bethesda, MD 20816



 - RECORD #1524 DETAIL
First Name : David W.
Last Name : Sears
Business Name :
Address : 4407 Rosedale Ave
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : DAVIDWSEARS@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA:

I say YES to the LIGHT RAIL option!

I live in East Bethesda, which borders the Capital Crescent Trail and the
proposed light rail route.  Too many present the problem as a choice
between the hiker-biker trail OR the Purple Line.  In fact, we can have
BOTH.  Thus, I strongly support the light rail option through our
neighborhood.

David W. Sears

4407 Rosedale Ave
Bethesda MD 20814

301-654-6453



 - RECORD #1603 DETAIL
First Name : Caleb
Last Name : Seavey
Business Name : Caleb Seavey
Address : 7214 Spruce Ave
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : caseavey@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I work at NIH and live in Takoma Park. It takes me an hour to get to a

place that should take 20 minutes.



 - RECORD #806 DETAIL
First Name : Christopher
Last Name : Seay
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : VA
Zip Code : 22201
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I am writing in support of the High Investment Light Rail Option.  Please

build this line and be on the forefront of the region.



 - RECORD #1673 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Sebastian
Business Name :
Address : 715 Gist Ave
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : JOHN.SEBASTIAN@EIA.DOE.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : Please use Light Rail for the purple line mass transit route.



 - RECORD #958 DETAIL
First Name : Rachel
Last Name : Secunda
Business Name :
Address : 1131 University Blvd W #909
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : RACHELSECUNDA@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.

The Metrobus system is inconsistent and not convinient, there is no
point in making a bus line instead of a light rail.

Rachel Secunda
1131 University Blvd W #909
Silver Spring, MD 20902



 - RECORD #628 DETAIL
First Name : Joseph
Last Name : Sedransk
Business Name :
Address : 8775 Preston Place
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : JOSEPH.SEDRANSK@CASE.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : Sirs: I live at 8775 Preston Place, Chevy Chase 20815,

and notice each day the extensive traffic congestion on both
Connecticut and Wisconsin Avenues. With the expansion of
the Naval Medical Center (adding Walter Reed) there will be
increased traffic on Wisconsin Avenue, probably spilling
over to Connecticut Avenue. We need to facilitate access
to public transit in the area of the Naval Medical Center.
This can best be accomplished by using the Jones Bridge
Road alternative for the proposed Purple Line.
JSedransk



 - RECORD #2893 DETAIL
First Name : Tim
Last Name : Seeley
Business Name :
Address : 8116 Old Georgetown Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : TIM.SEELEY@LAKENHEATHELECTRONICS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1302 DETAIL
First Name : Zia
Last Name : Segatol-Islami
Business Name :
Address : 3808 Club Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I am Zia, Z-I-A, Segatol-Islami. It is S-E-G-A-T-O-L, I-S-L-A- M-I. I live in

3808 Club Drive, Chevy Chase,
Maryland 20815.

I am in favor of light rail transportation for many reasons, including, you
know, ecology and air pollution and also in terms of more (inaudible)

So also I am, I use the trail between Chevy Chase and Bethesda a lot
for the family to spend - so that's just (inaudible) so I just wanted to
express my (inaudible)

I would like the train. So okay. Thank you very much.



 - RECORD #426 DETAIL
First Name : Stephen
Last Name : Seidel
Business Name :
Address : 4426 Stanford Street
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : STEPHEN.SEIDEL@VERIZON.NET



Submission Content/Notes : MEMORANDUM

 Subject:              Comments on Purple Line AA/DEIS

 Date:                    November 22, 2008

My name is Stephen Seidel.  I reside at 4426 Stanford Street.   I am an
environmentalist, having worked at the US EPA and the White House for
over 20 years, am an expert on global warming, and am strongly
committed to public transit.  It is because of this background that I
strongly oppose the  proposed alternative for the Purple Line that would
run light rail on the Capital Crescent Trail.  For the reasons explained
below, I believe the use of bus rapid transit on Jones Bridge Road is by
far the best solution that reflects the critical transit needs of the county
and the economic realities of the times.

First, it makes little sense and results in far greater costs for the county
to install a single light rail system as part of its transit system.  If this
were one of several light rail systems operated in the county, economies
of scale would be possible.  Instead, as a single, stand alone system it
will undoubtedly become a costly white elephant and a drain on badly
needed resources for transit throughout the county.

Second, the billion dollars of additional costs for the proposed light rail
system could be far better utilized by providing bus rapid transit along
not only Jones Bridge Road, but in other currently poorly served and
highly congested areas throughout the county.  A fiscally prudent, cost
effective approach would not sink excessive capital into a single system
when congestion and improved transit needs exist throughout the county
now and will be even worse in the future.

Third, the Maryland Transit Authority seems to more focused on looking
back at the decades old master plan rather than looking forward at the
current and future transit needs of the region.  It needs to take a
leadership role promoting state-of-the-art BRT systems throughout the
county.  The Purple Line alone won’t make a dent in the regions
problems and instead will be an ongoing fiscal drain on the county and
state’s limited resources.

Fourth, I attended a briefing on BRT systems at the County Planning
Board several months ago.  The expert presenter stressed throughout
that a “true BRT system” can deliver service and benefits equal to a light
rail at far lower costs.  It is disappointing that the AA/DEIS did not come
close to considering a true BRT system.  The BRT option on Jones
Bridge Road is little more than an “express bus.”  This raises unfortunate
questions about the fairness and legal defensibility of the analysis.

It is essential that our elected government officials take a common sense



approach to meeting the critical public transit needs that exist throughout
the county. They have the opportunity to get fully behind a vastly
expanded BRT network in the county and deliver real services to the
public at a reasonable cost or they can continue to waste taxpayers
money on a limited system that creates more problems than it solves.

Stephen Seidel

4426 Stanford Street

301/656-3272



 - RECORD #1446 DETAIL
First Name : Steve
Last Name : Seidel
Business Name :
Address : 4426 Stanford St
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Thank you. My name is Stephen Seidel, S-T-E-P-H-E-N, S-E-I-D-E-L.

And I'm a resident of 4426 Stamford Street and a frequent user of the
Capitol Crescent Trail and a frequent shopper at Steve's little retail
establishment. I guess he left.

Anyway, I'd like to focus on two points this evening and also thank you
for your patience in sitting through this long testimony. The first point I
want to focus on is the BRT option on Jones Bridge Road that was
examined as part of the DEIS. I think it's really unfortunate that the low
investment option didn't convey what would be a true BRT system. A
true system which had dedicated traffic lanes, which had traffic signal
priority and such.

Because of my interest in this area, I went to a briefing at the planning
headquarters one evening about 6 months ago and it was put on by an
expert on BRT systems throughout the world. And he emphasized that a
true BRT system, one which has all the bells and whistles of a BRT
system really does deliver.

And in contrast to a lot of what you heard tonight, he pointed out that it
will attract ridership, it will reduce travel times, it will increase investment
along the route. And therefore, I think, in fact, it's not legally defensible
that you have not included a true BRT system along Jones Bridge Road
as part of your analysis.

The second point I want to make is cost realism. The billion dollar
additional cost between the light rail systems and the BRT systems are
just not tenable given the economic situation that faces not only the
county but the state and our federal government.

It's just imperative as the transit agency that you look at, that you look at
the full range of transit needs across the county. The idea of sinking all
of the available money, and that's assuming that the money is evening
available, into a single system and leave unanswered the increasing
gridlock that exists throughout the county, I think it is really unfortunate. I
hope that you guys will get behind solving the gridlock across the county
and I think the best way to do that is through putting your energies into
BRT systems, not only along the Purple Line but also where other needs
exist in the county. Thank you.



 - RECORD #3318 DETAIL
First Name : Tim
Last Name : Seiple
Business Name :
Address : 1349 Haupt Ave
City : Richland
State : WA
Zip Code : 99354
Email Address : tseiple@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am a professional considering a relocation to Maryland.  I prefer to live

NW of Annapolis but my commute on the Penn Line leaves me stranded
in New Carrolton, when i really want to get to College Park.  I can walk 6
miles or add another 30 minutes by rail to exchange at Union Station.
The purple rail is an obvious solution to this common problem.  I pledge
my support for this project and will watch closely as I consider my
relocation.



 - RECORD #3110 DETAIL
First Name : Al
Last Name : Serafino
Business Name :
Address : 9841 La Duke Drive
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : alserafino@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : The State has much greater transportation needs then the purple line,

please stop it now!
Attachments : Serafino 35460.pdf (75 kb)







 - RECORD #1742 DETAIL
First Name : Nancy M.
Last Name : Sera-Herdrich
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : NHERDRICH@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sirs/Madams,

I understand that my voice is only one drop in a large bucket of
supporters for saving our trail and disallowing the Lite Rail to be built on
the Capitol Crescent Trail. But I wanted to take the time to reiterate that
which I hope you are aware, the kind of destruction to our natural
environment and wildlife that must take place in order to open the area
to the construction of the Lite Rail. Not to mention the time, it is said, for
three years or more to complete.

With these ever increasing highly stressful days, due to a variety of
reasons ( economy, normal life events, work environment and
responsibilities, and increasingly crowded streets ...), there is nothing
like the ability to get back to nature on a daily basis to de-stress, to
prepare for the day or just take in mother natures gifts. Thousands of
persons use the 'trail' each day on their way to work, or on their way to
school, exercising, or just relaxing on their own or with friends and
family. This Lite Rail will impact thousands negatively. The goal of
increasing public transportation can still be accomplished by taking
advantage of the other options available.

Please consider these important facts in preparation to making a
decision and decide for bus transit and preserve this natural habitat
which are becoming scarce especially in the DC Metro area.



 - RECORD #2279 DETAIL
First Name : Stuart
Last Name : Sessions
Business Name :
Address : 7700 Meadow Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : SESSIONS@ENVIRONOMICS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear officials concerned with the Purple Line:

Like thousands of other Montgomery County residents, we make
extensive use of the Capital Crescent Trail between Silver Spring and
Bethesda.  We appreciate its serene, relatively natural and informal
quality, surrounded by mature trees and other vegetation that provides
an effective screen from surrounding activities.  This quality that we
value so much would be lost if the trail were converted to serve mass
transit purposes also.  We appeal to you to select an alternative route for
the Purple Line that does not involve the Capital Crescent Trail right-of-
way.  Thank you very much.

Stuart Sessions and Elizabeth Morrison



 - RECORD #631 DETAIL
First Name : Satish
Last Name : Sethi
Business Name : 16924 Harbour Town Drive
Address :
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20905
Email Address : SSETHI@AOC.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : Dear,

We need purple line metro to avoid paying toll for ICI road. Also it is
good for the enjoinment. This should be built immediately.

Thank you.

Satish Sethi 16924 Harbour town Dr. Silver Spring, MD 20905



 - RECORD #2919 DETAIL
First Name : Loretta
Last Name : Sevier
Business Name :
Address : 4336 Leland Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : Loretta@lorettasevier.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,  MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson,  Council President Andrews,

I am a Town of Chevy Chase resident and I believe that we need to build
the proposed Purple Line.  Although I am an avid user of the Capital
Crescent Trail, I know that unless we build a Metro extension or light rail,
there will not be a viable solution for increased use of and access to
public transit.

A bus solution, although cheaper, is not an answer to our mass transit
needs.

The Town of Chevy Chase has spent too much money fighting a classic
NIMBY battle and any dissent within the town on this issue falls on deaf
ears.  I will add that our town takes great efforts to promote many
environmental causes – but the place where we could have the greatest
impact on our environment is being blocked.

Several decades ago federal and county leaders showed courageous
leadership and  built the metro system we use today.  Please continue
that leadership and develop an improved mass transit system.



 - RECORD #2257 DETAIL
First Name : Bob
Last Name : Seward
Business Name :
Address : 9808 47th Place #305
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Seward_Bob.pdf (728 kb)





 - RECORD #1058 DETAIL
First Name : Robert J.
Last Name : Shaffer
Business Name : Kenwood Citizens Association
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : ROBERTSHAFFER@MRIS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Subject: Comment on Purple Line

Dear: Governor  O'Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,
       Distiguised Council Members

I have lived very close to what is now known the Capital Crescent Trail
for all of my sixty-four years. I have seen trains and I now enjoy regular
walks through the tunnel formed by nature. The trains in the beginning
and the present trail had and have a quiet majestic presence that can
never be duplicated...we now have people we trusted with our
representation seeing a different picture that was presented by people
who want to destroy that serenity with regular mechanical traffic. At the
same time they attack me and my neighbors as spoiled, wealthy home
owners. My family and I are proud of our roots here in Chevy Chase and
to see "progress" erase all that would be a sin to nature and a blight on a
County that is rich in beauty and leadership.

Please find an alternative method that will add prestige to your intelligent
dais and keep money in our State and County till. You would be heroes
to your constituents and a lasting legacy to the history of governmental
administration.

May your Holiday be filled with happiness and governing ingenuity.

Robert J. Shaffer
Immediate Past President
Kenwood Citizens Association
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815



 - RECORD #914 DETAIL
First Name : Amol
Last Name : Shah
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : AMOLX09@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I think the purple line makes total sense and I support it whole heartedly.

I have for the longest time imagined how nice it would be to have a
system complement the beltway. A rail line would be perfect. People
need to get off the road and save the environment.

I know there are probably environmental concerns along with the rail
line. But ultimately we have to choose the lesser of two evils. In the long
run an energy efficient light rail system will outweigh the short term
distresses it may cause especially when compared to emissions from
hundreds of cars.

Please accept my support.

Amol



 - RECORD #504 DETAIL
First Name : Jigar
Last Name : Shah
Business Name :
Address : 10003 Vanderbilt Circle
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20850
Email Address : SHAH.JIGAR@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear: Governor Martin O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff

         County Executive Isiah Leggett,

         Chairman Royce Hanson,

         Council President Mike Knapp,

 I am a Trail user.  There is no need for PG county public in nice areas of
Bethesda and Chevy Chase! It will devalue the houses and make the
whole area unsightly and ugly & more crime. Underground train would
be more expensive. A bus would do just fine. Lets save money and have
a bus instead of an underground or above ground train system.
Montgomery county doesn't need to be blended with PG county.

More than 10,000 hikers and bikers use the Capital Crescent Trail
between Bethesda and Silver Spring every week.  By the year 2030 (the
year for which MTA's Purple Line Ridership estimates are projected), all
of our Trails will be dangerously overcrowded.

Currently, Trail users of all ages walk and bike on the Trail.  It will not be
safe to have high speed bikers, dog walkers, families with small children,
and the elderly, strolling and biking, passing in two directions, within a
10' wide sidewalk, about 10' from trains passing by every three minutes.

I urge you to build the Purple Line somewhere other than along the
Capital Crescent Trail.

All of the beautiful trees that currently shade the Trail would be
bulldozed -- to level the narrow berm that the Trail runs on now -- in
order to squeeze in the two sets of tracks for a Purple Line.

I, along with thousands of other Trail users, would be distressed to see
this natural Trail degraded and the surrounding mature forest destroyed
for a Purple Line.

I urge you to seek transit solutions that preserve our quality of life and
protect our valuable environmental resources including our mature trees
and natural trails by putting the Purple Line either underground or in
another location.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Jigar Shah
10003 Vanderbilt Cir
Rockville, MD 20850



 - RECORD #1040 DETAIL
First Name : Ann Shalleck
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address : 7406 Maple Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support the Purple Line.

Sincerely,
Ann Shalleck



 - RECORD #1041 DETAIL
First Name : Ann
Last Name : Shalleck
Business Name :
Address : 7406 Maple Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Maryland Transit Administration:

I already wrote indicating my support for the Purple Line.  Here are the
characteristics the light rail line should have:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that minimizes any
negative impact in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.

Sincerely,
Ann Shalleck



 - RECORD #169 DETAIL
First Name : Amy.W
Last Name : Shalom
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : Amy.W.Shalom@aphis.usda.gov
Submission Content/Notes : To whom it may concern:

I'm an environmental protection specialist working at the Animal and
Plant Health and Inspection Service in Riverdale, MD.  I take two buses
and two Metro trains (green and red lines) to travel one way to my office,
a commute of about 45 to 90 minutes, depending on traffic and weather
conditions.  Most of my time at work is spent analyzing the potential
environmental impacts of actions my federal agency is proposing to
undertake.

I'm a strong supporter of mass transportation for the DC Metro area, and
am concerned by the rapidly increasing traffic congestion and pollution
in our region.  The Shaloms no longer keep a personal car; we reserve a
Zipcar , take a taxi or rent a vehicle when necessary.

I think that Metro could and should replace Route 495 as the new
"Beltway" for the DC area - and the Purple Line is a start in that
direction.  Why must Metro riders have to go into downtown DC to get to
destinations in MD and VA?   Commuters need something like the Circle
Line on the London Underground.

The Purple line might save a lot of natural resources and also decrease
travel times to Montgomery College, to College Park, and between PG
and Montgomery counties, once it was operational.  My family and
friends would use it many ways:  to get to work, to get to shopping and
entertainment and doctor appointments, and to go to college.  It may
relieve overcrowding on roads while improving economic and social
opportunities for local buinesses and residents.

I support the Light Rail Purple line and other expansions of Metro that
are environmentally sound responses to serving the tranpsortation
needs of our increasing local population.

A.W.Shalom
Environmental Services
USDA APHIS PPD
Headquarters/Riverdale, MD
301.734.8565



 - RECORD #2423 DETAIL
First Name : Jeffrey N.
Last Name : Shane
Business Name :
Address : 5015 Rockwood Parkway, N.W.
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20016
Email Address : JEFFSHANE@AOL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : All,

I apologize for the impersonal nature of a "broadcast" e-mail like this, but
I wanted to reach each of you as quickly and efficiently as possible.
Please do not support construction of the Purple Line on the proposed
Capital Crescent Trail alignment.

In the 1960s and earlier, transportation corridors were frequently
established on parkland or recreational areas for the simple reason that
it was "free" and it disrupted fewer businesses and residents.  The
practice destroyed so many special places that Congress, in 1966,
included in the new Department of Transportation Act a Section 4(f).  It
was a revolutionary provision -- even more powerful than the National
Environmental Policy Act passed four years later.  Section 4(f) prohibits
the Secretary of Transportation from approving any transportaton project
that requires a taking of public parkland, a recreational area, a historic
site, or a wildlife refuge unless he or she finds that there is "no feasible
and prudent alternative" to the project and that, if not, that "all possible
planning" has been done to minimize harm.  It was intended to be, and it
is, a very tough test to meet.  Not surprisingly, a large number of
transportation projects ha ve been challenged in the federal courts
based on failures to live up to the Congressional mandate enshrined in
Section 4(f).

Locating the Purple Line on our unique and spectacular Capital Crescent
Trail would be a throwback to the primitive transportation planning of half
a century ago -- when government was far less responsive and less
sensitive to the value of amenities like parkland, recreation areas, and
historic treasures.  The Trail is a source of joy to thousands upon
thousands of adults and children who use it for biking, running, roller-
blading, or just walking.  It is accessible by a huge population who, by
virtue of their proximity to it, have no need to get in their cars to enjoy it.
It is irreplaceable, and must be preserved.

There are far more effective ways of addressing the transportation
needs cited in support of the Purple Line -- options that don't carry with
them the incalculable damage to the quality of life in our region that the
Capital Crescent Trail alignment would perpetrate.

Please do the right thing:  Help preserve the Trail as the jewel that it is.
Don't make the mistake of thinking that the Trail right-of-way can both
support light rail and continue to provide the extraordinary health and
recreation benefits that it currently delivers to soo many in our region.
And please don't make the mistake of thinking that you will accelerate
the delivery of light rail in this corridor by approving the Trail alignment.
Federal law raises major obstacles to projects of this kind, and it's clear
that some opponents are prepared to challenge any approval that
compromises the value of the Capital Crescent Trail by reference to the
Congressional mandates that it clearly contravenes.  It is not a choice, in
other words, that will lead to early implementation.

Respectfully submitted,



 - RECORD #1872 DETAIL
First Name : Daniel
Last Name : Shanley
Business Name :
Address : 8811 Montgomery Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : dshanley@law.gwu.edu
Submission Content/Notes : Yes to Purple Line, no to bus.



 - RECORD #3198 DETAIL
First Name : Daniel
Last Name : Shanley
Business Name :
Address : 8811 Montgomery Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : dshanley@law.gwu.edu
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Shanley 35862.pdf (109 kb)







 - RECORD #2296 DETAIL
First Name : Stewart
Last Name : Shannon
Business Name : Money For Life, LLC
Address : 7316 Wisconsin Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : STEWART@GWELLC.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews

My name is Stewart Shannon and I reside in the East Bethesda
subdivision which is located next to the Capital Crescent trail. My wife
and I use the trail daily to walk and or ride the trail for exercise and to get
some piece of mind. This is a complicated issue that has been going on
for years. Since the initial concept of the Purple Line Bethesda has
grown and changed dramatically. You really need to go back to the
drawing board and consider the impact the NEW CHANGES in the plans
for the Navy Hospital are going to have on the local community. Take
the service where the people need to go! The county has numerous
other transportation and maintenance issues that need to be addressed
before you decide to decimate the last green space we have access to.
Why not end the rail at Silver Spring and use that as a hub for busses to
get people where they need to go.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #44 DETAIL
First Name : ABDUL
Last Name : SHARIF
Business Name : IOTA PHI THETA FRATERNITY INC.
Address : P.O. BOX 1968
City : WASHINGTON
State : DC
Zip Code : 20013
Email Address : sharifwushi@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : use light rail instead of rapid bus.



 - RECORD #76 DETAIL
First Name : ABDUL
Last Name : SHARIF
Business Name :
Address : P.O. BOX 1968
City : WASHINGTON
State : DC
Zip Code : 20013
Email Address : soul-63@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am a frequent pardon of METRO and wish to support the purple line

project.



 - RECORD #100 DETAIL
First Name : ABDUL
Last Name : SHARIF
Business Name : SOUL-63
Address : 4701 OLD SOPER ROAD
City : CAMP SPRINGS
State : MD
Zip Code : 20746
Email Address : soul-63@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I support the Purple Line Project.

I also think we should expand the Green Metro line to TM/BWI Airport
and expand the Orange Metro Line to Bowie State University.



 - RECORD #1364 DETAIL
First Name : ABDUL
Last Name : SHARIF
Business Name : IOTA PHI THETA Fraternity Inc.
Address : 4701 OLD SOPER ROAD
City : CAMP SPRINGS
State : MD
Zip Code : 20746
Email Address : soul-63@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I support the Purple Line

I also would like to see the Green Line get expanded to BWI/Marshall
Airport.



 - RECORD #1543 DETAIL
First Name : ABDUL
Last Name : SHARIF
Business Name :
Address : 4701 OLD SOPER RD
City : Camp Springs
State : MD
Zip Code : 20746
Email Address : SOUL-63@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
ABDUL SHARIF
4701 OLD SOPER RD
Unit # 465
Camp Springs, MD 20746



 - RECORD #2762 DETAIL
First Name : Nitin
Last Name : Sharma
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : NITINSHARMA1@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I wish to voice my support in favor of the Purple Line proposal for

Maryland. We really need a light rail, not a bus.



 - RECORD #1395 DETAIL
First Name : Heather
Last Name : Sharp
Business Name :
Address : 10001 Betteker Lane
City : Potomac
State : MD
Zip Code : 20854
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Constantine-Davis, Jean.pdf (59 kb)





 - RECORD #1919 DETAIL
First Name : Jessica
Last Name : Shattuck Flugge
Business Name :
Address : 4416 Rosedale Ave.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : JESSICAFLUGGE@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I use the Capital Crescent trail to commute to work, and to get from my
home in east Bethesda to downtown without using a car. I love using it
at any time of day, largely due to the peace and solace of finding trees,
birds, and natural sounds close to home. I think it is very important to
keep this line of transport open continuously, and not to pollute it with
construction of a light-rail line. Why not petition for a public works project
to go underground, which everyone could support?

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2878 DETAIL
First Name : Marnie
Last Name : Shaul
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MSS20815@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : This week I attended another meeting on the Purple Line and remain

unconvinced that light rail on the trail is the right decision for our region.
One of our Somerset council members showed the Moscow subway
system with its outer circle linking all the transportation spokes.  It is
unfortunate that the decision is now down to the current alignment, is
above ground and lacks connectivity to other parts of the region.  I think
we all agree that better transportation alternatives are needed for east-
west transit, but the light rail alternative is very much a second best kind
of solution and will impede an investment in a better investment in years
to come.

At the meeting the MTA spokesperson said all the trees in the right of
way will need to be cut down, and although some replanting is expected
to take place, the leafy canopy that is currently on the trail, will no longer
exist.  In fact, if light rail is selected, deciduous trees will create problems
as they have for the Baltimore system.  Great urban areas have great
parks. This irreplaceable forest and continuous natural Trail provide rare
and outstanding recreational opportunities that cannot be replicated
anywhere else.

Bus rapid transit would provide some of the needed connectivity at a
much lower cost and higher cost-effectiveness ratio than light rail.  In a
time of fiscal crisis, project costs should assume even greater
importance.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #527 DETAIL
First Name : Cora
Last Name : Shaw
Business Name :
Address : 5022 Cathedral Avenue
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20016
Email Address : CORA.SHAW@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear: Governor Martin O'Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff,
         County Executive Isiah Leggett,
         Chairman Royce Hanson,
         Council President Mike Knapp,

I use the Crescent Trail to bike and hike with my family and friends as
well as to commute to work downtown. It is important to me not only as a
source of recreation, healthy living, exercise, and appreciation of nature.
I love biking on the trail with my children, as it is the only safe path
without cars near my house.

I am writing to express my opposition to a Purple Line along the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.  We can put transit
in another location, but we can't re-create this beautiful,  tree-lined,
natural recreational greenspace anywhere else.

A narrow, dangerous, shadeless bike lane,  about 10' from trains
passing every three minutes,  will not provide a tranquil "Trail"
experience.  It would be tragic to destroy this  wonderful amenity that
adds so much value to the lives of everyone who uses it, and to all of the
many communities that benefit from it.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to allow for an
objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating of the transit
projects seeking funding under the Federal New Starts process".  But
the DEIS has been neither objective,  fair, nor complete. The adverse
environmental and community impacts are severely understated in the
DEIS for the Purple Line along the Trail.  For example:

1.  History in the DEIS
There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail
called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so narrow.
While there is frequent reference to the right of way being a former
transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train that previously
ran in the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a
single track, and was  screened by forest on both sides.  With the Purple
Line, this single track (which is now a trail) will be replaced by two tracks
and a trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes.

2.  Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace
Inexplicably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has
been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006, and this
number has been growing steadily.  Trail users are of all ages, races,
nationalities, and abilities.  This heavy trail use is especially significant in
light of the fact that the Trail is crushed stone, not paved like the Trail to
Georgetown,  and bikers with narrow tires cannot use it without
significant risk to their tires.
Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace
and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density.   The population of the Bethesda CBD will
double in 15 years and these residents  will need greenspace and
recreational trails.  The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and
dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.

3.  Loss of Forest
The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be
destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced.  The DEIS is inexplicably
negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the impact of the loss
of these trees to the environment, to trail users, and to the communities
surrounding the Trail.  According to American Forests, at least 17 acres



of  tree canopy will be destroyed.  These 17 acres of mature trees are
some of the last remaining forest in lower Montgomery County and they
are important for sediment control, clean water, clean air, carbon
sequestration, shading the Trail, and  providing a buffer for communities.

4.  Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane
MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail are
seriously misleading.  There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and
to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not
supported in fact.  To the contrary,  on both sides of the right-of-way,
neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing because their homes
are very close to the rail and the Trail.  Hence, trail users will be confined
inside a solid fenced in corridor with trains passing by in both directions
every three minutes.  Fencing will also be necessary along the inside
border of the Trail to keep trail users from accidently falling onto the
tracks or from crossing intentionally.  Most of the right of way will require
major retaining walls since the terrain in almost never level and tends to
rise steeply or fall of precipitously.

5.  Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined  bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions,
passing each other in both directions.  To be fenced into a narrow bike
lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.

6.  Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided by a transitway.  These neighborhoods share the same middle
school and high school.  Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to
get to Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School,
and the Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes.
A transitway in this location seriously is destructive to community
cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning.
7.  Loss of Trail Access
Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring
communities.  Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.

8.  Safety Concerns with the Light Rail
Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the rail in dangerous
ways,  jumping  fences, etc. Young people will try to climb fences, for
example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East Bethesda,
Macdonald's on East West Highway,  and the Leland Center in the Town
of Chevy Chase.  Currently, there are many gates, and youth come
through these regularly.
In the last two weeks there have been light rail accidents in Boston and
in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train in
Montgomery County.
This is simply not a safe and resonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a popular Trail.

9.  Homes along the Trail
The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and
apartments along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway.  The DEIS should state how
many of these homes are less than 30' from where light rail trains would
pass; how many are less than 50', etc.  It is simply inexcusable to have
no analysis of the impact on the property values of  the homes along the
corridor.
In conclusion, the DEIS has not been a fair study and appears to be
biased in  understating the adverse impacts of transit along the Capital



Crescent Trail.  Given the bias that is readily evident in the study, it
causes one to have grave concerns about other areas of the study which
are technical and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled,
etc.
In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown
Branch  right of way be finally eliminated as a route for the Purple Line.
Loss of this significant, irreplaceable greenspace is unacceptable.
Choosing this  route will meet with substantial and growing opposition
from Trail users and communities far and wide, and this dissent will hurt
any chances for FTA funding.  I urge our public officials to give a fair and
more thorough study of the Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route
and any other possible routes that should be studied as well.
When the Master Plan was written, our public officials at that time did not
know how wildly popular the Capital Crescent Trail would become.  Nor
did they need to find transit solutions to  BRAC.  It is time to take a new,
fresh and unbiased look at where transit should best be located.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Cora Shaw
5022 Cathedral Ave
Washington, DC 20016



 - RECORD #388 DETAIL
First Name : Shannon
Last Name : Shea
Business Name :
Address : 10508 Montrose Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : SHANNONBSHEA@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to describe my support for the proposed Purple Line light rail
option.  As a Bethesda resident, I use the Red Line every day and would
deeply like to see another rail line connecting the suburbs.  Currently,
there are limited practical ways to get to the other suburbs in Virginia
and Maryland except by car.  Also, as a local cyclist and public transit
user I am pleased that the Maryland Transit Administration has included
an improved Capital Crescent Trail as part of the designs.  I look forward
to using both bicycle and rail line to get around the Washington D.C.
area in an environmentally sustainable way.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.  At times, this narrowness makes the path
hazardous, especially when there are a diversity of users on the trail.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Shannon Shea
10508 Montrose Ave.
Bethesda, MD 20814

(518) 859-4230



 - RECORD #79 DETAIL
First Name : Frank
Last Name : Sheehan
Business Name :
Address : 5219 Massachusetts Ave.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : francissheehan@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : Build it right or don't build it at all. Building along the Georgetown Branch

Trail seems like a quick solution. There's talk about having the Purple
Line encirlcing Washington in the future. Would the proposed routes
work with that plan? I say dig up the Beltway, lay down some tracks and
cover it back up, like they built the New York City Subway (cut and
cover). It wouldn't cost nearly as much as tunneling and I'm sure they
could come up with a way to minimize the impact on Beltway traffic.



 - RECORD #636 DETAIL
First Name : Kathleen
Last Name : Sheehan
Business Name :
Address : 5461 Grove Ridge Way
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : SHEEHAN743@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Kathleen Sheehan
5461 Grove Ridge Way
Rockville, MD 20852



 - RECORD #768 DETAIL
First Name : Vinod
Last Name : Shekar
Business Name :
Address : 535 Union Ave
City : Brooklyn
State : NY
Zip Code : 11211
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I fully support a purple line.  Silver Springers need a way to get from

their urban ghetto to the enlightened Bethesda without having to travel
through snobby D.C.



 - RECORD #27 DETAIL
First Name : Nan
Last Name : Shellabarger
Business Name :
Address : 8403 Park Crest Dr
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : nshellab2@earthlink.net
Submission Content/Notes : (1) The recent Fall Newletter contains ambiguous information. The text

states the Sligo Avenue alignment has been dropped, yet the map
clearly shows that as a remaining option. The text further states that the
Thayer option is still open but only as a bored tunnel.  Perhaps that is
what the map intends to indicate?

(2) For the Thayer option, what is proposed on the Piney Branch to
Flower stretch, and especially for crossing Sligo Creek?



 - RECORD #3247 DETAIL
First Name : Scott
Last Name : Shelton
Business Name :
Address : 8484 16th Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : The Purple Line would improve transportation options and the quality of

life for Silver Spring and Montgomery County.



 - RECORD #864 DETAIL
First Name : Martha
Last Name : Shepard
Business Name :
Address : 6729
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20704
Email Address : MSPIGGYMD@LYCOS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Martha Shepard
6729
Hyattsville, MD 20704



 - RECORD #1087 DETAIL
First Name : Karen S. & W. Shepherdson
Last Name : Abell
Business Name :
Address : 8603 Village Park Place
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Abell letter.pdf (48 kb)





 - RECORD #2945 DETAIL
First Name : Ben
Last Name : Shepord
Business Name :
Address : 531 Thayer Ave.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Shepard_Bob.pdf (60 kb)





 - RECORD #2019 DETAIL
First Name : Don
Last Name : Sherk
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : DONSHERK@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Save the Trail. for us and all who will come behind. Don Sherk



 - RECORD #1453 DETAIL
First Name : George
Last Name : Sherman
Business Name : Hamlett House
Address : 3535 Chevy Chase Lake Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is George, G-E-O-R-G-E, Sherman, S-H-E-R-M-A-N. Address,

3535 Chevy Chase Lake Drive, Apartment 304, Chevy Chase, Maryland,
20815. Telephone number? I support having the connection between the
two east-west but not rapid transit. I believe there should be a bus,
added bus route along Jones Bridge Road. To do otherwise, to take the
light rail alternative would destroy this nature path which is used by so
many people and, but beyond that would take the trees and property,
housing, along the way. So, the much more feasible way with minimum
disruption would be to add rapid buses along Jones Bridge Road from
Connecticut Avenue. Thank you.



 - RECORD #933 DETAIL
First Name : Margaret
Last Name : Sherry
Business Name :
Address : 10410 Clinton Ave
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : MCS1313@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Margaret Sherry
10410 Clinton Ave
Silver Spring, MD 20902



 - RECORD #1412 DETAIL
First Name : Vladka
Last Name : Shikora
Business Name :
Address : 4757 Chevy Chase, #117
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. David Newman.pdf (65 kb)





 - RECORD #561 DETAIL
First Name : Monique
Last Name : Shimm
Business Name :
Address : 4215 Thornapple Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : MONIQUESHIMM@HOTMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor Martin O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff

         County Executive Isiah Leggett,

         Chairman Royce Hanson,

         Council President Phil Andrews,

 I am a Trail user.  I use the trail 7 days a week walking my dog. I use
the area that is being proposed for the Purple Line.  I find it already
extremely busy and have to negotiate runners, bikers, commuters, etc.
Please don't take this treasure away.  Where else shall we go?

More than 10,000 hikers and bikers use the Capital Crescent Trail
between Bethesda and Silver Spring every week.  By the year 2030 (the
year for which MTA's Purple Line Ridership estimates are projected), all
of our Trails will be dangerously overcrowded.

Currently, Trail users of all ages walk and bike on the Trail.  It will not be
safe to have high speed bikers, dog walkers, families with small children,
and the elderly, strolling and biking, passing in two directions, within a
10' wide sidewalk, about 10' from trains passing by every three minutes.

I urge you to build the Purple Line somewhere other than along the
Capital Crescent Trail.

All of the beautiful trees that currently shade the Trail would be
bulldozed -- to level the narrow berm that the Trail runs on now -- in
order to squeeze in the two sets of tracks for a Purple Line.

I, along with thousands of other Trail users, would be distressed to see
this natural Trail degraded and the surrounding mature forest destroyed
for a Purple Line.

I urge you to seek transit solutions that preserve our quality of life and
protect our valuable environmental resources – including our mature
trees and natural trails – by putting the Purple Line either underground
or in another location.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Monique Shimm

4215 Thornapple Street

Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #1995 DETAIL
First Name : Monique
Last Name : Shimm
Business Name :
Address : 4215 Thornapple Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : MONIQUESHIMM@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I use the trail 7 days a week - sometimes twice a day to walk my dog.
Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #780 DETAIL
First Name : Gillian
Last Name : Shinkman
Business Name :
Address : 5600 Wood Way
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : GSHINKMAN@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Councilmembers:

Subject Line:  Comment on Purple Line DEIS - No Transit on the Trail

The Crescent Trail is a precious green space where everyone may walk
and enjoy nature, and its loss would be devastating, both to the users of
this trail and to the trees and wildlife habitat.  I would urge you to use
every means possible to save this beautiful space for our children, and
our children's children to enjoy.  We cannot continue to pave over our
natural resources just because it is deemed pragmatic.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Gillian Shinkman
5600 Wood Way
Bethesda, Md. 20816
301-263-9454
gshinkman@aol.com



 - RECORD #220 DETAIL
First Name : stacy
Last Name : shore
Business Name :
Address : 10275 green holly terrace
City : silver spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : stacyshore@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes : we need to find the money to expand public transit for multiple reasons

including the benefits to environment, health, access, etc.



 - RECORD #1906 DETAIL
First Name : Radley
Last Name : Short
Business Name :
Address : 4730 Bradley Blvd
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : RADLEY.SHORT@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,

ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2260 DETAIL
First Name : Robert
Last Name : Shue
Business Name : Jones Lang LaSalle
Address : 1600 Tysons Blvd
City : McLean
State : VA
Zip Code : 22102
Email Address : ROBERT.SHUE@AM.JLL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County
Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews

I live in Chevy Chase, Md and have utilized the trail on a weekly basis
for years. My children bike and hike on it every weekend. Please
preserve the greenspace and seek another solution to the transportation
issues facing us all.



 - RECORD #2032 DETAIL
First Name : Don
Last Name : Shuey
Business Name :
Address : 4872 Chevy Chase Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : DONALD.SHUEY@CAREFIRST.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

 Dear Governor O’Malley,
          MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
          County Executive Leggett,
          Chairman Hanson,
          Council President Andrews,

 Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the
 Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is
enjoyed by the elderly, parents pushing
 strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual cyclists,
teens going to and from school,
 athletes in training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all
around the region.

 The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature
 trees surrounding the Trail would be permanently removed, and trains
or buses would pass about 10’ from hikers
 and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor attractive
for Trail users to be passing each other
 on a narrow bike lane -- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an
environmental and recreational disaster.

 Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and
 outstanding recreational opportunities that cannot be replicated
anywhere else.

 Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail
 as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and generations to come,
will be able to enjoy this natural
 resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

 Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2201 DETAIL
First Name : Susan and Gordon
Last Name : Shufelt
Business Name :
Address : 3309 Brooklawn Terrace
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : CATBIRDZ@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : We strongly support the LIGHT RAIL purple line alternatives.

As part of this project, we hope that there will be improvements to the
pedestrian routes that residents will need to use to get to the purple line
station stops.  These improvements need to consider not only the safety
of the pedestrians but also shortcuts/easements to make the pedestrian
travel time to the purple line stops reasonable.  In the past we have tried
to use the East-West Highway bus lines but eventually had to give up
because of (1) the long walk getting out of our neighborhood and to the
bus stop (this was aggravated when a shortcut easement was blocked
and a closer bus stop was eliminated).  (2) the difficulties crossing East
West Highway with no stop sign or traffic light, particularly in the dark (3)
our frustration when the bus driver would drive by without stopping
because the driver could not see us at the unlit stop.  We finally had to
give up on using the bus, and reluctantly bought a second car.

We hope neighborhoods will have pedestrian
easements/sidewalks/lighting and more traffic lights/stop signs to help
make getting to public transportation safer and quicker.  Additional
purple line stops may be necessary to maximize pedestrian access to
the rail line.    There need to be creative solutions in neighborhoods to
really make public transportation work well.



 - RECORD #2590 DETAIL
First Name : Frank T.
Last Name : Shull IV
Business Name : Lara, Shull & May LLC
Address : 7600 Leesburg Pike, Suite 120 East
City : Falls Church
State : VA
Zip Code : 22043
Email Address : FTS@LARASHULLMAY.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

For years my wife, my two children and my in laws have enjoyed the
Capitial Crescent Trail for walking, jogging and biking.  My wife's parent
and my parents both live in Bethesda and almost every weekend we
gather to walk the trail with them as it is an activity the all ages can
enjoy.  I am very saddend to read in the paper that the Purple Line
would destroy what is such a calming and beautiful area in Bethesda.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2341 DETAIL
First Name :
Last Name :
Business Name : Land Fair Properties, LLC
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Shulman_Larry.pdf (1 mb)















 - RECORD #2527 DETAIL
First Name : Boyd
Last Name : Sibert
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : GOLFANN@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : As former neighbors of the hiker-biker trail, we have enjoyed walking it

many times.  It is a nice place to take our grandchildren where they can
enjoy looking at nature rather than heavy traffic.  Just as we want to
protect Anwr, we should act to protect this scenic asset.



 - RECORD #3301 DETAIL
First Name : Sasha
Last Name : Sibert
Business Name :
Address : 2475 Virginia Avenue NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20037
Email Address : sycsibert@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : What is the status of the Purple Line project?  In looking at the drawings,

I can not tell if the line is drawn on the south side or north side of the
Capital Cresent Trail.



 - RECORD #2698 DETAIL
First Name : Paul
Last Name : Silberman, D.D.S.
Business Name :
Address : 3807 Village Park Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : PAUL.SILBERMAN@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Two Thoughts for you before you cast your vote:

1)  Save the Trail

2a)  Consider the influx of funds that will become available in the
upcoming stimulous package from the Obama Administration.  In an
attempt to infuse money into our economy, there will be infrastructure
funding available for the Purple Line.  Connect Silver Spring and
Bethesda via Subway.  It's expensive, but the money will be available
through the federal government.  It will put people to work in our
community.  It will Save the Trail.  It will keep unnecessary bus traffic off
of our local roads.  It will provide the most efficient form of transportation
going East West.

2b)  Put the Purple line Subway underground to NIH where it will be
better utilized.  With more funding for research, NIH and Bethesda Naval
will be booming.  Rather than have people transfer to the Red Line for
one stop from downtown Bethesda, simply end the line at the NIH Metro
Stop.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2355 DETAIL
First Name : Paul B.
Last Name : Silberman, D.D.S.
Business Name :
Address : 3807 Village Park Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : PAUL.SILBERMAN@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Gentlemen,

The idea of losing the Crescent Trail / Georgetown Trail to any form of
transit system is absolutely horrifying.  The only way any politician could
vote in favor of sacrificing this invaluable resource is if they have never
actually walked the Trails.  To be able to feel the serenity in the midst of
an urban environment that the Trails provide is incalculable.

In my opinion, the smartest thing you can do is to put the Purple Line
ending at NIH/Bethsda Naval.  Yes it would cost more, but one must
look towards the future.  With the new administration's focus on health
care and stem cell research, the anticipated growth for those facilities is
enormous.  How crazy would it be to have so many people go to the end
of the Purple Line on The Trail in the center of the Bethesda retail
district, and then have to transfer to the Red Line for a mile (one exit)
going north for NIH/Bethsda.  The inconvenience to the majority of the
people that would be using the system, the resulting congestion at the
Bethesda Metro, and the loss of the Trail are all reasons to vote to Save
the Trail.

As a cyclist that uses the Trails regularly, I can attest to the fact it is one
of the most used public resources available.  There is year round
demand for this wonderful natural "avenue" to enjoy the scenery and / or
get some exercise.  Please don't take this away from us.

Feel free to contact me at my home:



 - RECORD #580 DETAIL
First Name : Aaron M.
Last Name : Silerman
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SILVERMAN.AARON@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : As a frequent user of the Georgetown Branch trail, I want to add my

voice to support the light rail option of the proposed Purple Line.  I
frequently commute by bicycle from my home in Kensington to my office
in Bethesda, and I rely on the Georgetown Branch trail for a significant
portion of this daily trip.

Although I am pleased that the Maryland Transit Administration has
included an improved Capital Crescent Trail as part of the designs for
the Putple Line, I believe that the following changes ought to be made to
the draft environmental impact statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

--
Aaron M. Silverman
(917) 326-1659
silverman.aaron@gmail.com



 - RECORD #2120 DETAIL
First Name : Jonathan
Last Name : Sill
Business Name :
Address : 4516 Albion Road
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address : jonathan.sill@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Please support the Metro Purple Line light rail option.  It will benefit the

community and provide much needed service to constituents.

I live at 4516 Albion Road, College Park MD, 20740, I vote, and I
support the light rail option of the Purple Line.



 - RECORD #2508 DETAIL
First Name : Theresa
Last Name : Silla
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : DC
Zip Code :
Email Address : THERESA.SILLA@AYA.YALE.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA:

I am a resident of Lamond-Riggs in Washington DC and I rely
exclusively on mass transportation for mobility.  Currently, getting to and
from the Shady Grove station and the Takoma Station takes upwards of
an hour.  I really don't think it makes sense for these two locations that
are really quite close to one another should take such a long time to
traverse on mass transit.  Mobility is central to economic opportunities
and I, personally, would benefit from the installation of a fast and
convenient purple line that ties the orange, green and red lines.
Creating walkable communitities that are connected by mass transit is
critical.  We should follow the model of Virgina that is extending mass
transit out to Tyson's corner and Dulles airport.



 - RECORD #477 DETAIL
First Name : Scott
Last Name : Sillett
Business Name :
Address : 1108 Jackson Ave
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : sillett20912@pobox.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr. Madden,

I am writing in support of the light rail option for the Purple Line.

Sincerely,

Scott Sillett



 - RECORD #230 DETAIL
First Name : Arthur
Last Name : Silver
Business Name :
Address : 4515 West Virginia Ave.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : arthurandrobin@msn.com
Submission Content/Notes : We support construction of the light rail Purple Line,  (as second choice

to completing the Red Line as a seamless underground circle).  The E-
W highway bus option does not work for us.



 - RECORD #2273 DETAIL
First Name : Beverly
Last Name : Silverberg
Business Name :
Address : 3904 Calverton Drive
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20782
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Silverberg_Beverly.pdf (398 kb)





 - RECORD #1927 DETAIL
First Name : Peter
Last Name : Silverman
Business Name :
Address : 4312 Albemarle St NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20016
Email Address : SILVE107@CHAPMAN.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I am a cross country/track and field coach at Georgetown Day School in
the district. Many of the student athletes I coach live in Montgomery
County and the Capital Crescent Trail provides one of the few safe, off
road areas for them to do training runs. The loss of the trail would impact
my team, other high school teams, as well as many fitness runners,
walkers and cyclists.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2342 DETAIL
First Name : Lindsay
Last Name : Simmons
Business Name : Jackson Kelly PLLC
Address : 1875 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 1110
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20009
Email Address : LSIMMONS@JACKSONKELLY.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley

MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

County Executive Leggett,

Chairman Hanson and

Council President Andrews

I am one of the more than 10,000 hikers and bikers who use the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring. I cannot believe our
lawmakers are considering eliminating this wonderful recreational area.
I walk or bike there every week.

 I enjoy this trail along with my family and many others such as the
elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small
children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in
training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the
region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2562 DETAIL
First Name : Madlen
Last Name : Simon, AIA
Business Name : Director, Architecture Program
Address : University of Maryland
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20742-1411
Email Address : mgsimon@umd.edu
Submission Content/Notes : As a College Park resident and employee of the University of Maryland, I

voice my strong support for the purple line. I plan to become a purple
line rider. I forsee a tremendous benefit to my immediate community in
the link between the College Park metro and the campus. I also forsee a
great benefit to the broader community as the Purple line will create an
important east-west link. This will provide a great way to travel
throughout the region for those without cars and also a great way to
reduce traffic in this congested area.

I am familiar with light rail as a Jersey City resident. The trains are
pedestrian-friendly, clean, and convenient.

I urge you to build the purple line.



 - RECORD #875 DETAIL
First Name : Alan
Last Name : Simon
Business Name :
Address : 3803 Calvert Place
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : ALAN.SIMON@LONGANDFOSTER.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

I frequently enjoy the Capital Crescent Trail for walking and biking with
my children and with friends.  Preservation of the trail is important to me,
and should be important to the community, and region, and the
environment.  If we don’t make a commitment to preserve the trail now, it
may soon be too late…

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is  enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters.  Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility, safety, and natural beauty.

And yet, the recent Purple Line Environmental Impact Statement
confirms that the Purple Line between Bethesda and Silver Spring will:

Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy -- 17
acres of trees
Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow  bike lane along a transitway
Run trains about 10’  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions
Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance
Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Alan Simon

3803 Calvert Place

Kensington, MD  20895



 - RECORD #462 DETAIL
First Name : Stuart L.
Last Name : Simon
Business Name :
Address : 8309 Raymond Lane
City : Potomac
State : MD
Zip Code : 20854
Email Address : SSIMON@DOC.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing as a Montgomery County citizen and cyclist to express my
support for the light rail option of the proposed Purple Line.  Having
recently taken a guided bike tour of the proposed purple line it is clear
that, contrary to some words in the press, the planned line can
significantly improve opportunities for safe bike travel between Bethesda
and Silver Spring. Therefore, I am pleased that the Maryland Transit
Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail as part
of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow to safely accomodate both cyclists and
others.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Stuart L Simon
8309 Raymond Lane
Potomac, MD 20854

301-983-2804



 - RECORD #2819 DETAIL
First Name : William
Last Name : Simon
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : WILLIAMDSIMON@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS

Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County
Executive Leggett, Nancy, and Ladies and Gentlemen:

I was fortunate to grow up in a city with an extensive light rail network --
in those days, of course, thought of simply as "trolley cars" -- and
remember wanting to grow up to be a trolley car motorman.   I don't
recall whether that was before or after the cowboy phase.

I have been a fan of light rail ever since. But it is not the right solution for
every public transit need, and light rail on the Capital Crescent Trail
route is not the right solution for the purple line.

If all other things were equal, the effective destruction/degradation of the
Capital Crescent Trail would be reason enough to select the alternate
route terminating at NIH. But all other things are not equal.  Since the
studies show that a rapid bus system would produce a substantially
equivalent public benefit at much less cost, it is clearly the smart choice.



 - RECORD #1075 DETAIL
First Name : Josh
Last Name : Singer
Business Name :
Address :
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SINGER.JOSH@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

I was so troubled to hear that the new construction of the Metro Purple
line will potentially interfere with the Capital Crescent Trail. I joined a
marathon training program last April and spent 6 months working hard
and training with my program. I will do the program again in the Spring,
and in the interim, will run in a winter training program, too. Please, truly
consider the implications of the Purple Line destroying the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring and consider other
options for location and project implementation.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is  enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters.  Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility, safety, and natural beauty.  It is
irreplaceable.

And yet, the recent Purple Line Environmental Impact Statement
confirms that the Purple Line between Bethesda and Silver Spring will:

Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy

Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow  bike lane along a transitway
Run trains about 10'  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions

Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance
Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park" -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Josh Singer
Rockville, MD



 - RECORD #3093 DETAIL
First Name : Manmohan
Last Name : Singh
Business Name :
Address : 10401 Grosvenor Pl, Apt 1428
City : North Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : catchlovee@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Singh 35393.pdf (104 kb)







 - RECORD #3086 DETAIL
First Name : Rinki
Last Name : Singh
Business Name :
Address : 10401 Grosvenor Pl, Apt 1428
City : North Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : rinki_c@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Singh 35387.pdf (107 kb)





 - RECORD #2706 DETAIL
First Name : Nicole
Last Name : Sitko
Business Name :
Address : 1249 Francis Ave
City : Halethorpe
State : MD
Zip Code : 21227
Email Address : NSITKO@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.



 - RECORD #2979 DETAIL
First Name : Lola
Last Name : Skolnuc
Business Name :
Address : 8700 Piney Branch Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. We desperately need an

East-West travel route to relive road congestion.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Rosemary Peterson.pdf (90 kb)





 - RECORD #1690 DETAIL
First Name : Kathy Cooke and
Last Name : Peter Skomoroch
Business Name :
Address : 1545 19th St N, Apt B
City : Arlington
State : VA
Zip Code : 22209
Email Address : KATHY_COOKE@HOTMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

My boyfriend and I have been using the Capital Crescent Trail on a
regular basis since we moved to the area four years ago.  We have
ridden our bikes or jogged on most of the trails in the D.C. metro, and
the Capital Crescent is the most beautiful one of them all; it is possible to
forget for a while that you are in a busy city since much of the trail is
fairly wooded.  The view of the forest is beautiful, and I have often come
across deer and even the occasional fox on the way to Bethesda Town
Center and beyond to Silver Spring.  Every time I have been on the trail,
I have noted how well used it is by hikers and bikers alike.  I have seen a
multitude of families out walking, parents peddling with their children,
elderly people out for their daily constitutional, excited dogs with their
owners, various athletes getting their workout, or people biking to work
with laptops and extra clothing in their bike bags.

I understand that you are considering building a Purple Line using light
rail on the Capital Crescent Trail, and that all of the existing trees would
be removed, leaving a narrower trail flanked by constantly passing trains
and/or buses; I am very upset by this possibility, and I think it makes no
sense, especially when there are other possibilities, such as a Bus
Rapid Transit line between Silver Spring and Bethesda or connecting the
two legs of the Red Line with a metro along the Beltway or underground.
The main perks of the trail for its users are that it is beautiful, quiet, safe,
environmentally sound, and free from fumes.  The proposed plan will
eliminate all of that.  I understand that the proposed plan has the
"benefit" of raising development ceilings so developers can build more
density along the line; however, I am not sure how much of a benefit that
is to the people who live in this area and whose interests you have been
elected to represent.  The interests of developers and the general
populace are not synonymous, especially on this issue.  This area is
already overcrowded, I have seen several neighboring counties who
have massively overbuilt in recent years to the detriment of the current
populace, many units are standing empty, and the ones that have been
filled only contribute to additional traffic congestion and an increased
lack of available parking.  Yes, even if people live near public
transportation, they usually still have cars.  Although I am not eligible to
vote in Montgomery County, I know many people that are, and they feel
the seem way about this issue as I do.  If I were able to vote in
Montgomery County, I would not reelect anyone who voted in favor of
the proposed plan, and I think many other people feel as strongly about
this issue as I do.  If you proceed with the destruction of the Capital
Crescent Trail, one of the few areas we have that resembles a decent
public park and recreation area, all I can say is good luck next election.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,



Kathy Cooke and Peter Skomoroch



 - RECORD #1237 DETAIL
First Name : Christine
Last Name : Slater
Business Name :
Address : 402 Mansfield Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Tina Slater, T-I-N-A, S-L-A-T-E-R. I live at 402 Mansfield Road, Silver
Spring, six houses away from the potential Wayne Avenue at grade
alignment.

I strongly favor building the purple line specifically as the medium LRT
option. In comparison to BRT, light rail offers a predictable, permanent
route which both county governments require in order to do planning into
the future.

This is important for economic development, especially for PG County.
Light rail offers a smooth and quiet ride. When our daughter lived in
Sheffield, England, the electric tram in that city was virtually silent.

Light rail has no street level emissions. Further, since light rail is
powered by an overhead electric wire, as advances in fuel and energy
occur, there will be no need to upgrade or retrofit the vehicles as would
be the case with BRT.

Light rail offers better ridership numbers. Studies show that more people
can be coaxed out of their personal automobiles by light rail than by
BRT.

Finally, travel times, especially between Silver Spring and Bethesda
Metro stops will be vastly improved. The trip will be nine minutes. The
county, i.e. we taxpayers, already have purchased the right-of-way along
the Capital Crescent Trail, so let's use it.

With respect to the at-grade alignment through Silver Spring down
Wayne Avenue, this alignment provides a stop in the central business
district, important for the continue economic well being of Silver Spring.

Without a stop in the retail area, more people will simply have to arrive
by car, further worsening the traffic and parking situation.

A stop at Wayne and Dale will be a convenience to our community and
may well serve as a catalyst for the restoration of the Old Blair
Auditorium which otherwise would have severe parking challenges.

This alignment allows for completion of the Silver Spring Green Trail.
Wider walkways along Wayne will accommodate both pedestrians and
bicyclists, improving the safety of their commute.

Yes, it is difficult to engineer an alignment through an established
neighborhood. But having light rail travel in shared lanes on Wayne
allows us to preserve on street parking during off peak hours.

Some of my neighbors would prefer tunneling under Wayne. I am
unequivocally opposed to this tunneling idea.

MTA has stated that no underground stations will be built. Therefore,
tunneling would eliminate the stations in the central business district and
at Dale Drive, resulting in a pronounced gap in service.

From the Silver Spring transit center, the next stop for boarding the
purple line would be on the other side of Sligo Creek completely
bypassing our area and ultimately negating all of the work that MTA has
put into crafting what is an excellent solution that respects both the
needs and character of our urban community.

Thank you for the opportunity to express my comments and thank you
for all the work the MTA has put into the project so far.



 - RECORD #590 DETAIL
First Name : Don
Last Name : Slater
Business Name :
Address : 402 Mansfield Road
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : slater402@verizon.net



Submission Content/Notes : 402 Mansfield Rd
                                                                          Silver Spring, MD 20910

December 7, 2008

My name is Don Slater and I am a resident of Park Hills.  I live at 402
Mansfield Road, Silver Spring, 6 houses away from the potential Wayne
Avenue at-grade alignment.  I strongly favor building the Purple Line,
specifically the Medium LRT option.   There are many reasons why I
favor Medium LRT:

·          Light rail offers a predictable, permanent route.

·          Light rail offers a smooth and quiet ride.

·          Light rail has no street level emissions.

·         Light rail will not require retrofitting to better power options.

·         Light rail does not require hardscaping when not on the street.

·          Light rail offers better ridership numbers, especially among
middle class users.

·          Light rail travel times are better – no loop required at Bethesda.

But you know all of that.  Let’s focus on some other aspects.  The PL will
run from downtown Bethesda to the New Carrollton Metro station.
These two termini could not be more dissimilar.  They are in two different
counties and at opposite ends of the socio-economic scale.  The PL will
not completely change this difference, but it will go a long way towards
rebalancing it.  The PL will give the people of Prince Georges County
who work in Montgomery County a reliable, fast, comfortable transit
solution, in many cases replacing long commutes on multiple busses.
For those in Montgomery going to high tech jobs in Prince Georges
(such as myself), the PL presents a viable alternative to the car.  We
have seen dramatic shifts in the location of jobs in the Metro area over
the past 25 years, but there has been little transit-level response to that
shift.  Now is the time to step up and deal with it.  The single most
important reason to build the PL is the one of economic justice.  Not for
the trail users in Bethesda, not for the comfortable middle class in Silver
Spring and College Park.   This line is really important for the people of
Long Branch, Langley Park, Riverdale, and New Carrollton who do not
own a car and who depend on good public transit for every aspect of
their lives.

We have all heard a lot of arguments against the PL in some form or
another, particularly with regard to the CCT in Bethesda and Wayne
Avenue in Silver Spring.  When the CSX abandoned the Georgetown
Branch, Montgomery County acquired the right-of-way for the specific
purpose of future transit.  The creation of the CCT was a desirable, but



secondary goal.  That is still the case.  The Town of Chevy Chase and
its arguments for Jones Bridge Road BRT are quite simply a stalking
horse for the Columbia Country Club in its fight to continue to enjoy
many acres of public land that it has appropriated on either side of the
right-of-way.    The project planners at the MTA have developed some
very nice concepts for bringing the PL through the Country Club and it is
time to move ahead with that.  The right-of-way is more than sufficient to
carry two tracks and the trail up to the Air Rights Building.  I would
suggest that the planning team give serious consideration to the idea of
taking the line down to a single track under the Air Rights Building, at
least to Wisconsin Ave, where is could come back to two tracks or
remain single-tracked.  I can think of no good reason for an extensive tail
track at Woodmont Plaza and there is no need to further antagonize
those would claim it would destroy green space, a somewhat
questionable claim.

The other major sore spot on the PL is the stretch from the Silver Spring
Transportation Center (SSTC) to Arliss Street in Long Branch.  Many of
our neighbors, particularly on Wayne Avenue, have “No Train on
Wayne” signs in their yards.  A very active minority of neighbors,
concentrated on the Seven Oaks Evanswood Civic Association
(SOECA) have engaged in a very effective fear campaign, alleging that
the PL on the surface will, in effect, be a Metro system line down the
middle of Wayne Avenue.  They speak of “dividing the neighborhood”
and “the risk to our schools” as results of this alignment.   I can find no
evidence of light rail actually doing this where it has been implemented.
As a child growing up in and around Philadelphia, I often rode streetcars
and trolleys.  We walked across the tracks in the same manner that one
uses to cross the street, look both ways before crossing.  Rather than
divide our neighborhood, I would submit to you that the opposite will be
the case; good light rail will bring neighbors out of their houses and their
cars to use the system and meet one another at the stations.  This is
why we would particularly like a station serving us, either at Wayne and
Dale or Wayne and Mansfield.  The LRT will serve to calm traffic on
Wayne Ave. as drivers are forced to obey the speed limits.  At a recent
meeting of the Park Hills Civic Association, the leadership provided a PL
referendum ballot with 6 options.  These were the options with the
resulting votes in brackets.

1.            No Build (No PL) [9]

2.            TSM (No PL - instead, fix existing bus/transit services) [7]

3.            Medium BRT [1]

4.            Medium LRT [14]

5.            BRT - but only if it's underground Wayne Ave. (not an official
MTA proposal)  [4];

6.            LRT - but only if it's underground Wayne Ave. (not an official
MTA proposal)  [10]

Obviously not a majority, but a plurality of votes was cast for Medium
LRT at grade on Wayne Avenue.  The leader of the Park Hills Civic
Association’s Purple Line Task Force chose to ignore this fact and spin



the vote to meet his needs (he has a “No Train On Wayne” sign in his
yard).  His testimony indicated that a majority of the members voted for
“other” options, based on his assumption that a vote for number 6
precluded support for number 4 even though some voters indicated on
their ballots that they would accept number 4 if number 6 was out of the
question.  Many of us in the neighborhood were outraged at this
dishonesty and complained to the PHCA president.  We are now
reviewing how to best present the association’s views to the Planning
Board and the County Council.

Medium LRT on Wayne Avenue provides:

 a stop in the CBD, important for the continued economic well-being of
Silver Spring.
 a stop at Wayne and Dale, that will be a convenience to our community.
 for completion of the SS Green Trail.
for continued multi-lane vehicle traffic and off-hours parking on Wayne
Avenue.

We are all aware that it is difficult to engineer a transit  alignment
through an established neighborhood.  Many of our neighbors have said
they would prefer tunneling under Wayne.  This is a terrible idea in the
context of the PL LRT concept.    There is no operating budget for the
staffing of underground stations, therefore, the tunnel option precludes
stations at Fenton Street and a Dale Drive.  While the loss of a station at
Dale would be personally annoying, the idea that the county would
spend so much time and money on the revitalization of downtown Silver
Spring and then would forego a station in the Central Business District is
ludicrous.    From the SSTC, the next stop for boarding the Purple Line
would be on the other side of Sligo Creek, completely bypassing our
area and ultimately negating all of the work MTA has put into crafting
what is an excellent solution that respects both the needs and character
of our urban community.  Furthermore, the tunnel proponents seem to
have completely forgotten that the construction will be difficult and
extensive and there will be significant traffic impediments at the tunnel
portals.

Thank you for the opportunity to express my comments and thank you
for all the work the MTA has put into this project so far.

Don Slater                           Silver Spring, MD  USA

slater402@verizon.net                    +1.301.817.4168



 - RECORD #2514 DETAIL
First Name : Don
Last Name : Slater
Business Name :
Address : 402 Mansfield Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910-5515
Email Address : DON.SLATER@NOAA.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Dr. Hanson, Mr. Leggett,  Council President Andrews and Ms.

Ratcliff:

I am writing to express my support for medium Light Rail option using
the Master Plan alignment.

Only light rail, and not bus rapid transit, can carry the heavy passenger
loads foreseen for the Purple Line.
Use the Georgetown Branch alignment between Bethesda and Silver
Spring;
Complete the hiker-biker trail as part of the project, including parallel
routes in Bethesda through the Air Rights Tunnel and on Bethesda and
Willow Avenues, and along an off-road corridor along the CSX right of
way into the Transit Center in Silver Spring; aim for a 12 ft trail width
wherever feasible since a trail along the tramway will be as popular as
the trail west of Bethesda;
Include a stop serving Downtown Silver Spring and the Fenton Village
area integrated with the new Silver Spring library;
And please include a stop at Wayne and Dale, as outlined in the DEIS
We also support the expedited construction of the Bethesda South
Entrance as a priority infrastructure project under the Stimulus program
being developed by the new Obama administration.

We hope you will join us in encouraging Governor O'Malley to move the
Light Rail Purple Line into construction on the swiftest possible timeline.



 - RECORD #2736 DETAIL
First Name : Jessica
Last Name : Slater
Business Name :
Address : 402 Mansfield Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : SLATER.JESSIE@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Ms. Ratcliff:

Earlier this month the Montgomery County Planning Department staff
added their voice to the growing list of endorsers of the medium Light
Rail option using the Master Plan alignment and I am writing to
express my support for many of the conclusions of the staff.  The
Planning Board reviewed the report on 1/8/2009 and I understand that
the County Executive will be issuing a statement on the project soon
thereafter, with the Council taking a position on January 27th.

I specifically support the following conclusions of the planning staff:

-- Only Light rail, and not bus rapid transit, can carry the heavy
passenger loads foreseen for the Purple Line.
-- Use the Georgetown Branch alignment between Bethesda and Silver
Spring;
-- Complete the hiker-biker trail as part of the project, including
parallel routes in Bethesda through the Air Rights Tunnel and on
Bethesda and Willow Avenues, and along an off-road corridor along the
CSX right of way into the Transit Center in Silver Spring; aim for a
12 ft trail width wherever feasible since a trail along the tramway
will be as popular as the trail west of Bethesda;
-- Include a stop serving Downtown Silver Spring and the Fenton
Village area integrated with the new Silver Spring library;

Furthermore I request that you give your full consideration to
retaining the proposed at-grade stop on Wayne Avenue near the
intersection with Dale Drive. Despite some vocal opposition from the
surrounding community, where I too live; I believe we must maintain
this stop for the benefit of not only existing but also future
community members. Arguments as to the supposed quality of life
impact
that unduly focus on drivers, only serve to implicitly priviledge
those individuals over the mass-transit users who will benefit vastly
from this stop specifically and the Purple Line project as a whole.

Please note that I also support the expedited construction of the
Bethesda South Entrance as a priority infrastructure project under the
Stimulus program being developed by the new Obama administration.

I hope you will join us in encouraging Governor O'Malley to move the
Light Rail Purple Line into construction on the swiftest possible
timeline.



 - RECORD #593 DETAIL
First Name : Tina
Last Name : Slater
Business Name :
Address : 402 Mansfield Road
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : SLATER.TINA@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Ms. Ratcliff:

I am writing to emphasize my support for the medium Light Rail Purple
Line option and specifically to offer comments on the Wayne Avenue
alignment.   Our family lives on Mansfield Road, six houses up from
Wayne Avenue.

Assuming that the powers that be WILL vote FOR the Purple Line and
that the Wayne Avenue alignment will likely be the preferred route,
please let me state my case for  the benefits of an at-grade alignment.
(BTW, in the spirit of full disclosure:   I am opposed to the tunnel option,
even if money were no object.)

It is essential to the future of Silver Spring and to the success of the
Purple Line that the project includes a downtown stop at Fenton Street.
This is, even more than the Transit Center, the heart of downtown Silver
Spring. With at-grade, we'd have a stop in the CBD at the new SS library
--- which will bring additional customers to downtown SS and be a boost
to the new Fenton Village.

If there is no stop in the CBD, then people will continue to drive their
cars to get to downtown SS (or walk or bike).  This will simply compound
the downtown congestion that people already hate.  We are pre-
ordaining automobile gridlock in downtown SS if we tunnel under and
bypass the CBD.  Rail will get people out of their cars --- but only if it
goes where they want to go.

The fallacy of the PL aggravating traffic congestion at Wayne & Fenton,
to me, is a stalking horse ---- because traffic WILL steadily increase at
that intersection over the years (either with or without the PL).  The key
is this:  if the congestion becomes unbearable, neighbors will have an
option to travel by rail, but ONLY if they have a convenient stop in our
neighborhood at which to board. Otherwise, they must sit in their cars –
period.

Once the PL is built, I think many "anti" neighbors will become converts -
-- but, again, only IF there is a stop in our neighborhood.  They'll enjoy
having a swift trip between here and Bethesda (for jobs, entertainment,
& retail).  Neighbors with children would have the advantage of a direct
trip to the U of MD, a primarily commuter campus.  It would also provide
a quick trip to Whole Foods & the rest of our nice downtown amenities --
- surely faster than going by car & searching for parking.

A stop at Wayne & Dale will enhance the viability of the Old Blair
Auditorium project, otherwise, everyone will be forced to arrive by car
(and where will they park?).

Gas prices will go back up (Peak Oil).  Good modern transit with a stop
in our neighborhood will be a benefit to the pocketbook.

The tunnel option that Tom Autrey recently described offers faster
throughput, but is predicated on dedicated lanes down Wayne.  While
this might eliminate some property-taking, it would totally eliminate on-
street parking on Wayne.  Wayne Avenue residents should be asked



which option is more problematic.  But the bigger issue is this --- with a
tunnel option (to Cedar) and with dedicated lanes for the PL, Wayne Ave
becomes one lane in each direction for cars.  Can you say "traffic
nightmare?" That would be far more deleterious than having to contend
with a train in shared lanes.  I don't think the "anti" people have digested
this one.

In conclusion, I strongly urge that the Governor recommend the medium
LRT option be moved into preliminary engineering and that this option
include the at-grade alignment along Wayne Avenue.  I am familiar with
many similar land-use situations and believe the project can be designed
in a manner that protects and enhances property of adjacent residents.
The goal should be a revitalization of the corridor as a transit boulevard
with new sidewalks, street trees and lighting.  I look forward to working
with MTA and adjacent property owners to refine the design during
Preliminary Engineering.

Sincerely,

Tina Slater

402 Mansfield Rd

Silver Spring, MD 20910-5515

301-585-5038

Slater.tina@gmail.com



 - RECORD #382 DETAIL
First Name : Tina
Last Name : Slater
Business Name :
Address : 402 Mansfield Road
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : TSLATER@EROLS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Today, Alan Bowser and Chris Richardson, offered testimony at the

Takoma Park Hearing on the Purple Line, speaking as officers of our
Park Hills Civic Association.  While they characterized the Association’s
vote as being against an at-grade alignment on Wayne, I think it is
important to present the raw vote totals without interpretation.

On November 20, 2008, Park Hills voted on 6 resolutions (you could
only vote for one) related to the Purple Line --- 45 households voted.

1. No Build (9 votes)

2. TSM (7 votes)

3. Medium BRT per AA/DEIS (1 vote)

4. BRT, but only if it's underground -- not an official MTA proposal (4
votes)

5. Medium LRT per AA/DEIS (14 votes)

6. LRT, but only if it's underground -- not an official MTA proposal (10
votes)

Sincerely,

Tina Slater
402 Mansfield Rd
Silver Spring, MD 20910-5515



 - RECORD #1804 DETAIL
First Name : Andy
Last Name : Slettebak
Business Name :
Address : 104 Sheffield Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support an above ground, light-rail, purple line.  I live in Silver Spring,

about two blocks off the proposed Wayne Avenue route.  I am also a
regular (twice a week) Capital Crescent bike rider that believes the
sharing of the right-of-way with light rail is a good compromise.

One specific opinion on this last point.  I have recently heard opposition
to bikeway and light rail side-by-side based on the number of trees that
need to be cut.

I love trees and have planted plenty that may only be best appreciated
after I have moved on.  I recognise that trees sometime need to be cut
and then planted anew after development.  I bet this was true for the
construction of most of our homes.  I say think a few generations back,
then invest a few generations ahead.

Many thanks,
Andy Slettebak



 - RECORD #282 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Slettebak
Business Name :
Address : 104 Sheffield Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : aslettebak@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : We are a family of four that live within two blocks of the proposed route

on Wayne Avenue in Silver Spring.  I bike on the Capital Crescent Trail
about twice a week to Bethesda -- both for shopping and recreation.

We urge that the purple line be built soon and in a practical way.  We are
in favor of at grade light rail, along Wayne and the CC Trail.  We
understand that this will involve some compromise, but that the
continuing urbanization of the inner ring suburbs and the long overdue
attention to environmental concerns demand better, smarter and more
cooperative living arrangements.

So bring on the Purple Line, and our thanks and support go to public
officials who listen to all special interests and press forward with the
compromises required to best serve the general public.



 - RECORD #439 DETAIL
First Name :
Last Name :
Business Name : Sligo Computer Services
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : please make the purple line a light rail.

Bluntly, people don't like buses, just ask them. Light rail will be a boost to
all the businesses along it and increase property values for residents.
Not to mention, encouraging public transit is the moral imperative, just
ask Al Gore. Buses will not meet that moral imperative.



 - RECORD #363 DETAIL
First Name : William
Last Name : Small
Business Name :
Address : 702 Severn Avenue
City : Annapolis
State : MD
Zip Code : 21403
Email Address : WILL@WILLGETITDONE.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

William Small
702 Severn Ave
Annapolis, MD 21403



 - RECORD #1478 DETAIL
First Name : Giovanni
Last Name : Smedley
Business Name :
Address : 8704 2nd Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Giovanni Smedley, G-I-O-V-A-N-N-I, S-M-E-D-L-E-Y. I live

8704 2nd Avenue in Silver Spring, Maryland. I want to testify today in
support of the light rail transit option for the Purple Line. I've lived in
Silver Spring my entire life and I'm a 22-year old. I can't help but notice
that my age group is under-represented at public hearings of this sort.

For people my age, a connection from Bethesda to Silver Spring to
College Park would be life changing. At the moment, driving is the only
real option between these centers. I personally have experienced trams
throughout Europe and know that they work and not only would I happily
use it, but plenty of people, especially people my age would be excited
to use the light rail, maybe even surprised by how worthwhile it works.

Light rail is affordable enough to actually be built and this viability makes
it a superior option to heavy rail, which is simply too expensive. On the
other hand, when comparing light rail to the cheaper bus rail transit
option, the advantages for light rail are numerous. Among them are
more consistent and faster travel times. Light rail is also easily
expandable to accommodate the inevitably increasing ridership, simply
add more rail cars. Perhaps most importantly, light rail does not hold the
same stigma as buses.

The BRT option would attract current bus riders and improve their travel
time, however, trains are clearly superior in taking drivers off of the road.
Buses simply are not as attractive to current drivers and it's a reality that
should make the bus rapid transit, essentially, ineligible as an option.
Please serve us, the future generations, by finally connecting the
branches of the Red Line. It's time for light rail. Thank you.



 - RECORD #1475 DETAIL
First Name : Pietro
Last Name : Smedley
Business Name :
Address : 8704 2nd Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Hi, my name is Peitro Smedley. That's spelled P-I-E-T-R-O, S-M-E-D-L-

E-Y. And I live at 8704 2nd Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland. I'm here
today to give my own personal outlook on the proposed Purple Line
project. Before I really begin, let me first concede that I have a very
biased perspective on this project. No, I'm not the member of a rich
country club, however, I am an alumnus of the University of Maryland
College Park. I am a young person, 27 years old, and I am a resident of
downtown Silver Spring, where I've lived almost my entire life.

As a young person, I feel I can speak for all of the youth of my
generation in saying that the Purple Line, if it ever is built, would truly be
a dream come true. I'm absolutely one of the so-called stubborn
supporters, maybe not quite so well-connected or well-funded, but I will
be the first to say that this project will benefit me and generations of
young people after me.

I don't want to sit here and list all of the reasons why the Purple Line
should be built, but I will encourage you all to read the Washington
Post's editorial from Sunday, November 15th, which gives a very clear
and concise argument on why the Purple Line absolutely should be built.

What I would really truly hate is to see this project not go through simply
for the sake of upsetting a small group of elite, wealthy individuals.
When it should be built for the sake of thousands and thousands of
people, including my children and my children's children. Thank you very
much for your time.



 - RECORD #1847 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Smirniotopoulo
Business Name :
Address : 4709 Tecumseh St
City : Berwyn Heights
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address : zulfagar@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Much of my non-work travel is along the proposed Purple Line route,

specifically between College Park and Silver Spring.  The Purple Line
would reduce the length of my commute via public transportation and
reduce my need to drive, reducing traffic congestion and associate
pollution.



 - RECORD #149 DETAIL
First Name : Sarah and Wes
Last Name : Smith and Siegner
Business Name :
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SSMITH@LOWELLSCHOOL.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : I received the recent pamphlet about the proposed Purple Line and am

writing
to express my strong opposition to the alternative alignment that would
take
the train along the Georgetown Branch Trail between Connecticut and
Woodmont
Avenues. The trail is one of the few safe places for close-in Bethesda,
Silver Spring and Chevy Chase residents to walk, run and bike safely.
Building a transit system on this path would be detrimental to the
community, to public safety and is unnecessary when an alternate route
along
an existing road exits. Sarah Smith and Wes Siegner, Chevy Chase, MD



 - RECORD #473 DETAIL
First Name : Aaron
Last Name : Smith
Business Name :
Address : 111 Lee Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : CDANCK@LEMUR.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Aaron  Smith
111 Lee Avenue Unit 209
Takoma Park, MD 20912



 - RECORD #2961 DETAIL
First Name : Bettina
Last Name : Smith
Business Name :
Address : 8004 Eastern Dr. Apt 302
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Smith, Bettina_Wah, Michael.pdf (60 kb)





 - RECORD #2927 DETAIL
First Name : Craig
Last Name : Smith
Business Name :
Address : 1829 Summit Place NW Apt. G1
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20009
Email Address : CSMITH369@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

County Executive Leggett,

Chairman Hanson,

Council President Andrews,

I use the Capital Crescent Trail with friends for relaxing and pleasant
bike rides from Georgetown to Bethesda.  We usually spend the
afternoon shopping and eating lunch in Bethseda.  We have found
downtown Bethesda to be a pleasant and inviting destination and the
Trail a very enjoyable way to get there.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1420 DETAIL
First Name : Gregory M.
Last Name : Smith
Business Name :
Address : 2800 Covered Wagon Way
City : Olney
State : MD
Zip Code : 20832-2513
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Smith.Gregory.pdf (41 kb)





 - RECORD #162 DETAIL
First Name : Jeffrey C
Last Name : Smith
Business Name :
Address : 3814 Williams Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : jeff@jeffreysmithlaw.com
Submission Content/Notes : As a nearby resident and user of the Capitol Crescent Trail, I strongly

oppose construction of the purple line.  It would permanently impair one
of the few “natural” areas in lower Montgomery County.  It is a natural
area that many of us in our hectic lives use as the only opportunity to
relax in a more natural setting.  Indeed, in 30 years of living in Maryland,
it is the only place I have ever seen our state bird, the Baltimore Oriole.

The incredible and unique financial pressures of this day also mean that
public expenditures of funds – especially discretionary ones like this –
should be scrutinized more than ever.  The proposed purple line simply
cannot be justified under this scrutiny.

Thank you for considering my views.

Jeffrey C. Smith

3814 Williams Lane

Chevy Chase, MD 20815

240.997.1085

jeff@jeffreysmithlaw.com



 - RECORD #2603 DETAIL
First Name : Karen K.
Last Name : Smith
Business Name : Managmer, FFIEC Examiner Education
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : KKSMITH@FDIC.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : Please do not destroy the Capital Crescent Trail for the light rail line –

there must be a better route!



 - RECORD #115 DETAIL
First Name : Kean
Last Name : Smith
Business Name : Railworks Corporation/LK Comstock
Address : 2317 Woodstock Drive
City : Port Huron
State : MI
Zip Code : 48060
Email Address : ksmith@railworks.com
Submission Content/Notes : When do you expect that a decision will be taken on the BRT or LRT

technology?  WIll the project be tendered as a design build?  What year?



 - RECORD #2490 DETAIL
First Name : Mark
Last Name : Smith
Business Name :
Address : 9005 Jones Mill Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : SMITHMARK@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Officials Charged With Doing the Public Good:

I walk the Capital Crescent Trail from Jones Bridge Road to Bethesda
twice a week.

I cherish the quiet, the trees, the green oasis we have here in our midst

And I am not the only one.  My path is shared with people of all ages--
strolling alone or in pairs, cycling, jogging, watching birds.

Trail users come from all around the region.

If the Purple Line is built on the route of the Capital Crescent Trail, we
will lose two things----  trees and tranquility  ----  that can never be
replaced.

Every great place to live needs green oases. If we lose ours, it will
forever degrade the quality of life in Montgomery County.

The Purple Line along the Capital Crescent Trail  would be an
environmental and recreational disaster.

This irreplaceable forest and continuous natural Trail provide rare and
outstanding recreational opportunities that cannot be replicated
anywhere else.

Think of your favorite outdoor spot to spend time.  Now imagine it gone.

Imagine if someone in the past had decided that the C & O Canal Tow
Path would have been a great place to put a commuter rail line.
Fortunately, that never happened.

I know that the development community is strongly behind siting the
Purple Line along the Capital Crescent Trail.  I know they want to turn
the area around Connecticut Avenue and Manor Road into a major
shopping area.  We have enough shopping areas.  We need to preserve
our current balance between green and concrete.

Montgomery County without its verdant Capital Crescent Trail is like
New York City without its Central Park and the Potomac without its C &
O Canal,

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

If you do, future generations will thank you and remember you for your
wisdom when others around you had lost theirs.



 - RECORD #2240 DETAIL
First Name : Maynard
Last Name : Smith
Business Name : Global One, LLC.
Address : 15405 Whistline Oak Way
City : Accokeek
State : MD
Zip Code : 20607
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Smith_Maynard.pdf (817 kb)





 - RECORD #829 DETAIL
First Name : Peter
Last Name : Smith
Business Name : BikeBlogs.org
Address : 285 Turk St.
City : San Francisco
State : CA
Zip Code : 94102
Email Address : peter@bikeblogs.org
Submission Content/Notes : Hi all,

I currently reside in San Francisco, CA, but I was a resident of Reston
and downtown DC for over two years. I love trains and biking and
walking, and I hate buses -- bus travel is beneath human dignity. The
rides experience is terrible - it can rearrange your guts when all you want
to do is relax a bit and read the paper or drink your coffee and get where
you're going.

In short, you get what you pay for - unless you go BRT, in which case
you will most likely get much less than you pay for.

BRT is a half-arsed non-solution to a real problem. BRT is an on-the-
cheap way to kick the problem down the road a bit. It embodies short-
term thinking, endangering the long-term viability of the region. I love
DC, and I've ridden the Metro all over the place - up into Bethesda every
day where I worked for a few months, up to Silver Spring to catch
movies or just hang out, down to Metro Center and Foggy Bottom and
Dupont Circle and all over DC just to check places out and spend some
time and some money, down to Crystal City and Pentagon City to work
and shop, out to visit my friends and relatives out in Reston, into DC
from Reston -- rail is a far superior experience and therefore attracts a
much larger ridership - of course. It is a dignified way to travel - BRT is
not. Rail is why I traveled all over and around DC -- I simply would not
have taken transit, I would have biked or taken my car.

The only people who advocate for BRT are people who don't ride the
bus, and never will.

If someone suggests that BRT vs. LRT is VW vs. Lamborghini, we
correct them and say it is Yugo vs. Toyota -- this is much closer to the
truth.

And we should rip any public officials who think that real public transit is
too good for us - the unwashed masses.

Some people who don't ride mass transit want to adopt bus rapid transit
at 10, 50, or 150% of the cost of light rail transit (depending on how
much it costs to paint that turd), and in all cases it will deliver less than
5% of the service. Bus service is beneath human dignity, and BRT is a
fraud. We should not tolerate it.

Thank you.

.peter



 - RECORD #723 DETAIL
First Name : Scott
Last Name : Smith
Business Name :
Address : 5801 Wilson Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : SSMITH1000@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Montgomery County has been known historically for its green space.

Now, there’s increasing pressure to pave it over. The developers would
sacrifice our natural resource, the Capital Crescent Trail, for profit. As a
regular user of the Trail, I’d hate to see it happen.

Now, I understand that if the Purple Line is built on the Trail, the tunnel
under Wisconsin Ave. would be closed to Trail users. As for the rest of
the Trail, its beauty and tranquility would be lost by converting it to a rail
system. I think that anyone who has ever walked/run/biked the Trail, as I
have, would share this view.

Developers have a single goal: make money, every other consideration
be damned. Politicians need to be perceived as taking action. Why can’t
we take action against the growing demand for transportation by adding
bus service? Buses are a faster, cheaper, more environmentally friendly
solution than rail, and putting them in service does not entail cutting
down trees.

Sincerely,

Scott Smith
5801 Wilson Lane
Bethesda, MD 20817



 - RECORD #1774 DETAIL
First Name : Wendie
Last Name : Smith
Business Name :
Address : Norwood Drive
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : WENDIESMITH@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2287 DETAIL
First Name : Gus
Last Name : Smyth
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : GUS.SMYTH@SMITHBARNEY.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews

I am a native Washingtonian and have lived my entire life in close
proximity to this trail. I have been hiking this path even before it was
converted to a path. When it was converted from railway track to a trail,
we were proud to live in a city that provides natural settings for its
citizens to enjoy. My children now enjoy riding their bikes on the trail.
Please do not convert this beautiful trail with all its wonderful nature and
fresh air back to rail. The trail is used by more citizens in its current state
than if switched to a railway.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1166 DETAIL
First Name : Robert
Last Name : Smythe
Business Name :
Address : 4807 Wellington Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : My name is Robert Smythe, S-M-Y-T-H-E. I live on Wellington Drive
west of Wisconsin Avenue a few hundred yards south of the Bethesda
Metro station. Sorry? Is the mike on? Is that better?

I live on Wellington Drive west of Wisconsin Avenue, a few hundred
yards south of the Bethesda Metro Station and the Capital Crescent
Trail. I'm the President of the Sachs Neighborhood Association.

Our subdivision is comprised of 60 single family homes bordering
downtown Bethesda.

Like many other citizens of Montgomery and Prince George's Counties,
I'm concerned about traffic congestion, air pollution, energy
consumption, loss of tress, open space, and recreational opportunities.

Unlike most speakers at these public hearings, I'm not here to state a
preference for one of the purple line alternatives presented in the draft
environmental impact statement.

I'd like to tell you why and why I think it's also inappropriate for our
elected public officials to be supporting any one of the alternatives
described in the EIS at this point in time.

Put simply, the documents before us are so inadequate, inaccurate and
biased that they cannot be
relied upon as a sufficient basis for objective, responsible decision
making on this matter.

I should explain the basis for my opinion. I have been an environmental
professional for more than 35 years. I was on the senior staff of the
President's Council on Environmental Quality when we wrote and issued
the federal regulations that governed the process and content of
environmental impact statements pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act.

Environmental Impact Assessment is my principle field of professional
expertise. The basic purpose of this process is to provide early on an
objective analysis of the potential environmental impacts both direct and
indirect, immediate and long term of any proposed major federal action.

The process was not designed to generate a record of justification for
decisions already made. To the contrary, the documents generated as
part of this process are supposed to, and I quote, "ensure that
environmental information is available to the public, officials and citizens
before decisions are made and before actions are taken. The
information must be of high quality, accurate, scientific analysis and
public scrutiny are essential to implementing NEPA."

In my professional opinion, the draft EIS for this proposed action fails to
meet this most basic requirement. In its tone and content it reads more
like a marketing proposal intended to sell us, the taxpayers, a specific
product rather than to read like a balanced objective, comparative
evaluation done for example by Consumer Reports for new automobiles
or other large consumer items.

Since this project involves the potential expenditure of up to a billion or
more dollars in public funds or more than 50,000 times the cost of a
modestly priced automobile, shouldn't we insist upon having a standard
of careful, objective, unbiased analysis at least equal to that available for
buying a car?

The many substantial flaws in the draft EIS for the purple line render it



grossly inadequate as an objective basis for the long term decisions that
this huge transit proposal requires.

In my opinion, it should be withdrawn and substantially revised to correct
these fatal deficiencies. Thank you.



 - RECORD #2269 DETAIL
First Name : Robert
Last Name : Smythe
Business Name :
Address : Wellington Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Smythe_Robert.pdf (2 mb)







 - RECORD #1426 DETAIL
First Name : Cindy
Last Name : Snow
Business Name :
Address : 20537 Amethyst Ln
City : Germantown
State : MD
Zip Code : 20874
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Hi, my name is Cindy Snow. C-I-N-D-Y, S-N-O-W. I live in Germantown,

Maryland. And I'm here to say that I support the light rail medium to high
investment Purple Line as the way to go, as the alternative to choose. I
grew up in Tacoma Park in Silver Spring, so I know the need for transit
line like the Purple Line.

When I first heard about this project, I thought that it was a great idea
and I still do. Now I'm a resident of Germantown and just so many times
I think if only the Purple Line was built then I wouldn't have to drive. So I
definitely look forward to that being built.

Right now, my kids go to Montgomery College and they're very good
about using public transportation. One of my kids doesn't even like to
drive, she just wants to take the bus, and I hope in the future that they
may be able to go to the University of Maryland. The Purple Line would
be a valuable resource for them and allow them to get there without
having to drive.

One time when I was at the Germantown transit center I was sitting next
to a young woman that I was talking to and she was on her way to the
University of Maryland and we talked about her trip there and it was, in
our discussion, it was clear that she was limited in the classes that she
could take based on the travel time it took to get there from
Germantown, and the restrictions of the buses that she had to take.

When I first got involved in supporting the Purple Line I had to think
really long and hard because I do value the open space that's provided
by the Georgetown Branch. But because I truly believe that the Purple
Line can co-exist with the trail, I decided that I would support it. I think
the staff has done an excellent job of accommodating both interests, the
rail and the trail.

One of the advantages I see to the light rail versus the bus rapid transit
is that the light rail does allow for the green tracks where as the bus
rapid transit would have to have a paved roadway and so I think that
that's an environmental advantage right there.

So, I would like to say please build a better Purple Line, a medium to
high-option light rail with a trail beside it. Let's, let's do it right the first
time.



 - RECORD #2909 DETAIL
First Name : Cindy
Last Name : Snow
Business Name :
Address : 20537 Amethyst Lane
City : Germantown
State : MD
Zip Code : 20874
Email Address : CINDYS@MYSELF.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Ms. Ratcliff,

I am writing to comment on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
for the proposed Purple Line.

First, please build the Purple Line.  Please build it as light rail using the
high investment alternative with the hiker/biker trail along side.  This will
be an asset to the communities it runs through, as well as Montgomery
and Prince George’s Counties.

One major concern I have with the plan as proposed is the width of the
hiker/biker trail.  The proposed width of 10 ft. is not enough.  It must be
made wider.  I’m not sure how wide the Capital Crescent Trail is, but I
can say that is gets crowded with users.  And there have been several
incidents due to the crowding.  Please adjust the width of the planned
trail from Bethesda to Silver Spring to 15 ft.  The current path is about 13
ft. wide, but during busy times a wider trail would be desirable.

My suggestion would be to take the footage, only when needed due to
narrower right-of-way, from the buffer between the trail and the
transitway.  This would not infringe on safety, but would allow for a wider
trail.  Where the right-of-way is wider there would not be any need to
reduce the buffer as currently proposed.

One other concern I have is with the trestle bridge over Rock Creek
Park.  The current proposal is to replace the trestle.  I understand the
pedestrian bridge will need to be moved to accommodate the transitway.
However, why can’t you make adjustments to the trestle so it will fit in
the new location and can be reused?  This will continue to add the
character to the pedestrian trail that the trestle currently provides.  It will
also keep in line with the Reduce, Reuse motto that the Montgomery
County waste disposal folks encourage.

Also, I want to encourage use of the grass tracks for the transitway
along the Georgetown Branch right-of-way between Bethesda and Silver
Spring.  This is a wonderful option.  Please use grass tracks wherever
feasible along the entire route of the Purple Line.

I like the plan to follow the existing topography of the trail that will put the
transitway 3 to 4 feet below the trail.  The grade separation with the
trains lower is a plus for having the rail and trail coexist.

I am submitting the above comments as an addition to the testimony I
provided at the recent Chevy Chase hearings.  I would like to thank the
MTA and Mike Madden for the good work that is being done to plan the
Purple Line.



 - RECORD #3102 DETAIL
First Name : Karesa
Last Name : Snowden
Business Name :
Address : 324 Green Mountain Court
City : Pasadena
State : MD
Zip Code : 21122
Email Address : LzrRed@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Snowden 35363.pdf (110 kb)







 - RECORD #1299 DETAIL
First Name : Lynn
Last Name : Snyder
Business Name :
Address : 8341 Colesville Ave, #181
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Lynn Snyder, L-Y-N-N, and my last name is Snyder, S-N-Y-

D-E-R.

My address is 8341 Caulfield Road, Silver Spring.

The purple line (inaudible) the purple line. I'm sure, you know, (inaudible)
the purple line helped other people get on it.

REPORTER: Helps other people get on it?

MS. SNYDER: Yes. It's going to help me.

REPORTER: It will help you, too?

MS. SNYDER: Yes.

 REPORTER: Okay.

MS. SNYDER: I won't have to go all the way around. Straight.



 - RECORD #3013 DETAIL
First Name : Lynn
Last Name : Snyder
Business Name :
Address : 8341 Colesville Ave, #181
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I Support the Purple Line Because.... It would benefit disabled people. It

would make it more convenient to travel. It would make shorter trips for
people.  I enthusiastically support this vision of a Purple Line:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park & New
Carrollton Metro Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long Branch,
Langley Park, University of MD, Riverdale Park & other communities;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda & Silver Spring, and pedestrian upgrades elsewhere in Prince
George's and Montgomery Counties;

4. A community and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding speedy
implementation of the project.

Attachments : PL cards.pdf (318 kb)











 - RECORD #1764 DETAIL
First Name : Linda
Last Name : Sobel Katz
Business Name :
Address : 1424 Highland Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : LINDASKATZ@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Chairman Hanson,

Purple Line Light Rail is the right way to go for the 21st century. Thank
you so much for your leadership on this vital issue.

As a Woodside Park resident and Bethesda worker for decades, I would
personally and professionally benefit from this transit link destined to
move our community and region forward in the 21st century - enriching
our economy, protecting our environment and benefiting our educational
institutions and especially our young students preparing to become our
enlightened leaders of tomorrow.  I look forward to your continued
support and will do what I can as a local citizen to help rally the essential
public backing to encourage our Governor, U.S. Senators and
Congresspersons, and County Executive to take appropriate action.



 - RECORD #1548 DETAIL
First Name : Daniel
Last Name : Sobel
Business Name :
Address : 611 Woodside PKWY
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : DAN.SOBEL@FAA.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : COMMENTS ON PURPLE LINE AA/DEIS SUBMITTED BY:

Daniel Sobel

611 Woodside PKWY, Silver Spring MD, 20910

To

Diane Ratliff

Director of Planning

Maryland Transit Administration

I am a long time resident of Silver Spring and a Volunteer Firefighter/
Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) with the Silver Spring Fire
Department.  I strongly favor the construction of the Purple Line only if it
is tunneled under downtown Silver Spring and a half mile of Wayne
Avenue from Cedar Street to Mansfield Road through the adjacent
neighborhood so as to avoid significantly adverse impacts on traffic, the
downtown, and the community of a surface route that will otherwise
likely be the slowest, most inefficient, and traffic-jamming segment of the
system.  There is MTA data since the release of its Alternatives
Analysis/Draft Environmental Impact Statement makes clear that it is
feasible to design a system with tunneling for this segment that is as
cost effective for federal funding approval and to improve the rider ship,
travel time, and user benefit hours – at a cost of approximately $1.4
billion, which is considerably lower than the “high-investment” light rail
alternative that MTA has assessed and the $5.2 billion Dulles Silver Line
Metro project that the Federal Transit Administration recently approved
for federal funding.  Moreover, a tunnel will eliminate the many adverse
impacts of a surface route for this segment – impacts that testimonies
and written comments of others in the community have explained are not
assessed in the AA/DEIS, even those previously mentioned by MTA in
meetings with community representatives.  And it will make for a Purple
Line that enhances the entire line, downtown Silver Spring, and the
nearby community.  In addition, I am opposed to an unnecessary station
at Wayne and Dale.

           I am in agreement with the detailed written comments submitted
by Seven Oaks – Evanswood Citizens Association on December 11,
2008.



 - RECORD #2956 DETAIL
First Name : Lee
Last Name : Sobel
Business Name :
Address : 14403 Myer Ter.
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20853-2354
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. Only Light Rail not bus or

BRT!



 - RECORD #667 DETAIL
First Name : Ernesto
Last Name : Solana
Business Name :
Address : 2702 Navarre Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : ERNESTO.SOLANA@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

The Purple Line would greatly affect a wonderful resource for
commuting, recreation and environmental.

We use this beautiful trail to go to work by bike, lots of people do it. I
don't think it would be pleasant and safe to ride beside tracks and trains
and no trees! We also use this to go for lunch and dinner to Bethesda
and Silver Spring, go to the swimming pool in a health and recreational
way. Tons of trees would be gone!

We see a lot of people taking walks, jogging, biking, and children playing
and exploring nature in a safe and green space. This cannot be
destroyed!

Thanks for your consideration!

Kind regards, Ernesto Solana
2702 Navarre Dr
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #2243 DETAIL
First Name : Blanca
Last Name : Solazaro-Lopez
Business Name :
Address : 8144 #3 Villas at Langley
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20785
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Solazaro_Lopez.pdf (457 kb)





 - RECORD #1971 DETAIL
First Name : Sanna
Last Name : Solem
Business Name :
Address : 9902 Parkwood Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Joleu_Jaimea.pdf (38 kb)





 - RECORD #2211 DETAIL
First Name : Sanna
Last Name : Solem
Business Name :
Address : 9902 Parkwood Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : SANNASOLEM@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett,

Dear All Elected Officials:

I find it very difficult to comprehend that the State of Maryland is willing
to spend millions of dollars on more "roads" between Prince Georges
County and Bethesda, when we already have perfectly good roads
between the two.  All that needs to be done is to have express buses
between all of the stops. The roads are already there and just spending
money on new express buses will be a lot more cost effective than
tearing up what little green space we have left.  And furthermore, when
cities are in need of green spaces, this purple line will do nothing but cut
down trees and cause more pollution.

I hope that you will take this suggestion into serious consideration.

A concerned homeowner in Montgomery County.



 - RECORD #3120 DETAIL
First Name : Dr. Fred
Last Name : Solomon
Business Name :
Address : 4114 Leland Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815-5034
Email Address : dfsolomon@starpower.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Solomon 35537.pdf (127 kb)







 - RECORD #2789 DETAIL
First Name : Gloria B.
Last Name : Solomon
Business Name :
Address : 7613 Lynn Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : GLORIA.SOLOMON@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I am writing to let you know of my strong opposition to building the

Purple Line on the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver
Spring. I am in favor of public transit, but the trail is not the right place for
it. As a frequent user of the trail, it is clear to me that the claims that rail
can co-exist with the trail are not true -- there simply is not enough room
to have both a rail line and a safe and usable trail. And building the rail
line would require the permanent removal of all of the trees along the
trail, which would be devastating to the neighborhoods on both sides of
the trail and to the environment.

The trail is a fantastic resource for the county. Please save it.



 - RECORD #242 DETAIL
First Name : Howard
Last Name : Solomon
Business Name :
Address : 6705 Tulip Hill Terrace
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I urge that the Light Rail Purple Line be built as quickly as possible.

Given the County's growing auto traffic problems, the need for this
transportation system is especially urgent.



 - RECORD #1208 DETAIL
First Name : Michelle
Last Name : Solomon
Business Name :
Address : 5723 Cypress Creek Drive
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20782
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Good afternoon gentlemen. Michelle Solomon, that's M-I-C-H-E-L-L-E,

last name is S-O-L-O-M-O-N.

I am a Prince George's County resident and I actually work in
Montgomery County. I work in Bethesda. I am in favor of the Purple
Line. However, it is very important that this board goes back and takes a
survey with the people who actually use public transportation.

I ride, as I say, the public transportation and I actually heard of this
project going on as little as last night. And no one that I actually ride the
transportation system with has even said anything about this project.

So I ask this panel to go back and maybe go within your Metro System
and your communities and check with the people who are really going to
use this transportation. Thank you.



 - RECORD #1167 DETAIL
First Name : Blanca
Last Name : Solzarno-Lopez
Business Name : Langley Park Community
Address : 8144 15th Avenue
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20783
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Blanca Solzarno-Lopez. I'm from Guatemala. B-L-A- N-C-A,

S-O-L-Z-A-R-N-O, Lopez, L-O-P-E-Z.
I live in Langley Park. There is 25,000 habitants. We are laborers and
we come from small villages.

What we are asking is that they don't raise our rent because we work
very hard and we are hard workers and we cannot afford higher rent
rates.

And I ask that you, put your hand on your conscience and consider us
because what would we do if you push us out of there?

And I ask God for you to help us because there is children and there is
older women, and what are we going to do? Thank you.



 - RECORD #640 DETAIL
First Name : Kevin J.
Last Name : Somok
Business Name : Catholic University of America
Address : School of Philosophy
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20064
Email Address : KSOMOK@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Please tell Gov. O'Malley that I support the construction of the Purple

Line Rail.

Thanks!

--
Kevin J. Somok
School of Philosophy
Catholic University of America
Washington, DC 20064

(512) 638-6007



 - RECORD #508 DETAIL
First Name : L.Joseph
Last Name : Sonnefeld
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JOSEPHSONNEFELD@WESTAT.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear People at: MTA

I strongly support and urge you to choose the light-rail option for the
Purple line.  I would be a regular user of light rail to cross the county
from my home in Silver Spring to my job in Rockville, but I would
probably not use the proposed alternative buses.
I rode buses in Chicago for a long time, but that was when traffic flowed
reasonably well. They also ran frequently (every 5-10 minutes on the
main streets) on a "not before" schedule. Unfortunately, that does not
seem to be true in Montgomery County.  If my car isn't working and I
need to cross the county by bus, I don't seem to be able to rely on the
printed schedules to be accurate and I have to wait up to a half hour for
a bus. Traffic is often very slow during rush hours and so is the bus.
Light rail would run reliably regardless of traffic. Even buses that burn
natural gas or biodiesel still emit some global warming gases; electric
light rail could run on wind and solar power converted to electricity.
As my wife has said, "People would like a train better than a bus. If you
build it, they will ride."
Sincerely,
L Joseph Sonnefeld
Research Analyst



 - RECORD #52 DETAIL
First Name : WENDY
Last Name : SOPRANO
Business Name :
Address : 1216 BONAIRE RD
City : FOREST HILL
State : MD
Zip Code : 21050
Email Address : wsop238@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I AM GOING TO COLLEGE PARK IN THE FALL, I LIVE IN BALTIMORE

. IS THERE ANYWAY I CAN GET FROM CARROLTON TO COLLEGE
PARK FROM THE PENN LINE?



 - RECORD #409 DETAIL
First Name : Sarah
Last Name : Sorden
Business Name :
Address : 4127 Plyers Mill Rd
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I have been hearing about this purple line for a very long time now. I

think it would be very useful and convenient for metro riders like myself. I
think it should be a light rail and NOT a bus. The bus defeats the
purpose.



 - RECORD #1336 DETAIL
First Name : Nancy
Last Name : Soreng
Business Name :
Address : 5506 Uppingham St
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Nancy, N-A-N-C-Y, Soreng, S-O-R-E-N-G. I'm pleased to be

here tonight to speak in favor of building the Purple Line light rail option
on the Georgetown Branch right-of-way. My hometown is Portland,
Oregon and over the years I've witnessed the benefits of their light rail
system has brought. That city's integration of transportation and land use
planning has given the region a head start in addressing the symptoms
of global warming, limited energy resources, and population growth.
TriMet, the regional authority that operates bus and light rail system
reports that ridership growth on Portland transit has been sustained for
18 consecutive years. Between 1995 and 2005, overall ridership
increased 53 percent with only a 20 percent increase in service,
outpacing the 25 percent growth and vehicle miles of travel and the 16
percent growth in population over the same period of time.

Montgomery County has begun to implement transit oriented
development as a policy. Building the Purple Line light rail is a critical
component to making that policy work. Light rail makes sense financially
as well. Although it does require a significant up front investment, it costs
less to operate per passenger carried. Light rail can carry five times as
many passengers as buses, which means a significant savings in
operating costs. Over time, this cost efficiency is critical.

I now live in the town of Somerset and many of my neighbors are eager
to see an expansion of our regional transit system. We live within
walking distance of the Friendship Heights Metro Station. If the light rail
were built, residents of my new hometown could commute to Silver
Spring and College Park for work and recreation with significant time
and carbon footprint savings.

Not only that, but dozens of workers come to my neighborhood by bus
every day to care for the elderly, clean our houses and take care of our
children. The light rail would reduce their travel time and improve their
quality of life.

The last two weekends I've spent a couple of hours collecting signatures
from my neighbors on a letter supporting the Purple Line light rail option.
Of the households I've visited where someone was home,

Attachments : Testimony DEIS Nov 18 2008.ssoreng.doc (29 kb)



Robert and Nancy Soreng 
5506 Uppingham Street, Chevy Chase, MD 20815 

nsoreng@comcast.net 
 
 
Good evening.  I’m Nancy Soreng.  My address is 5506 Uppingham Street, Chevy Chase.  I’m 
pleased to be here to speak in favor of building the Purple Line light rail option on the Georgetown 
Branch right of way. 
 
My home town is Portland, Oregon and over the years I’ve witnessed the benefits their light rail 
system has brought to the region.  That city’s integration of transportation and land use planning has 
given the state a head start in addressing the symptoms of global warming, limited energy resources 
and population growth.  TriMet, the regional authority that operates Portland’s bus and light rail 
system, reports that ridership growth on Portland transit has been sustained for 18 consecutive years.  
“Between 1995 and 2005 overall ridership increased 53% with only a 20% increase in service.  
Transit ridership is outpacing the 25% growth in vehicle miles of travel and the 16% growth in 
population over that same period of time.” 
 
Montgomery County has begun to implement transit oriented development as a policy.  Building the 
Purple Line Light Rail is a critical component to making that policy work.   
 
Light rail makes sense financially as well.  Although it does require a significant up-front 
investment, it costs less to operate per passenger carried.  Light rail can carry five times as many 
passengers as buses which means a significant savings in operating costs.  Over time, this cost-
efficiency is critical. 
 
I now live in the Town of Somerset and many of my neighbors are eager to see an expansion of our 
regional transit system.  We live within walking distance of the Friendship Heights Metro Station.  If 
the light rail were built, residents of my new home town could commute to Silver Spring and 
College Park for work and recreation with significant time and carbon foot print savings.  Not only 
that, the dozens of workers who come to my neighborhood by bus every day to care for our elderly, 
clean our houses and take care of our children could reduce their travel time and thus improve their 
quality of life. 
 
The last two weekends I’ve spent a few hours collecting signatures from my neighbors of Somerset 
on a letter supporting the Purple Line Light Rail option.  Of the house holds I’ve visited, where 
someone was home, over 90% have signed the letter.  I plan to continue to collect signatures until 
the close of the comment period. 
 
I also support light rail on the George Town Branch right-of-way for the improvements it will bring 
to the trail.  I frequently ride my bike to Silver Spring and look forward to the end of muddy, rutty 
trail sections and safer crossings of large roads like Connecticut, Spring and 16th street.  I would far 
prefer to ride next to clean quiet light rail on grass tracks than next to buses on wide swaths of 
pavement. 
 
Our region needs this project.  The federal government is poised to shift their funding focus to 
supporting sustainable green infrastructure.  We must be in line to take advantage of this 
opportunity by making the Purple Line light rail option a top priority. 



 - RECORD #19 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Sorensen
Business Name :
Address : 6700 Needwood Road
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20855
Email Address : james.sorensen@mncppc-mc.org
Submission Content/Notes : Please send me information about the Purple Line



 - RECORD #48 DETAIL
First Name : Lorraine
Last Name : Sorrel
Business Name :
Address : 6202 54th Ave.
City : Riverdale
State : MD
Zip Code : 20737
Email Address : lsorrel@bna.com
Submission Content/Notes : Hello, I added a recent workshop on development of the Kenilworth Ave.

corridor. I'm interested/concerned about the alignment of the purple line
as I live next to parkland in the NW corner of East-West Hwy and
Kenilworth. Please let me know if the alignment will affect my house.
Thank you



 - RECORD #90 DETAIL
First Name : cliff
Last Name : sosin
Business Name : qwd inc
Address : 14219 masterpiece lane
City : north potomac
State : MD
Zip Code : 20878
Email Address : cliffs475@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes : I would like to be considered for youor focus groups, How do I get

qualified?
Cliff Sosin
301-251-9397



 - RECORD #1779 DETAIL
First Name : Alicia B.
Last Name : Sosman
Business Name :
Address : 4821 Montgomery Lane, #404
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : ALICIABSOSMAN@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : The Trail is the lungs of Bethesda.  If it is destroyed, we, the citizens of

Bethesda will be lacking our main fountain of air, life, excercise, walks,
and good energy.

Walking regularly on the trail with my friends, has helped me to come out
of a deep depression.

Please don't destroy this beautiful and important part of our city.



 - RECORD #3019 DETAIL
First Name : Sister Carmen M.
Last Name : Sotocov
Business Name : Carmelite Sisters of Charity-Vedruna
Address : 8138 15th Ave. #203
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20783
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Sotocov, Carmen M.pdf (73 kb)





 - RECORD #1400 DETAIL
First Name : Brad
Last Name : Sotwin
Business Name :
Address : 15704 Kanawha Court
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20855
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Tom Pluta.pdf (46 kb)





 - RECORD #1411 DETAIL
First Name : Andrew J.
Last Name : Sourlis
Business Name :
Address : 11605 34th Place
City : Beltsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20705
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. David Newman.pdf (65 kb)





 - RECORD #1892 DETAIL
First Name : Joseph F.
Last Name : Spaniol III
Business Name :
Address : 7709 Radnor Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : JFS46@MSN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Please do not destroy the Capitol Crescent trail by building an above
ground light rail train between Silver Spring and Bethesda. The trail is a
unique park that I and thousands of my fellow citizens use continuously.
A light rail train will absolutely destroy the beauty of the park forever, and
render the trail unsafe and undesireable for the recreation that we all
now enjoy.

The argument that the the light rail project would not disturb the beauty
or recreational use of the trail is nonsense.  The result would be the
equivalent of replacing the right hand lane of East West Highway
between Bethseda and Silver Spring with a jogging and walking right of
way. Such a right of way would be approximately the same distance,
could be made just a safe, would have the same utility, and would be
just as pleasing for recreational use as a post-light rail vesion of the
Crescent Trail.  And of couse no right thinking person would propose to
use East West Higway in that way.

I understand there are several alternatives to the Capitol Crescent Trail
plan.  Please consider them.

The park is a rare treasure that is irreplaceable.



 - RECORD #3132 DETAIL
First Name : Laura
Last Name : Spann
Business Name :
Address : 2807 11st NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20001-3901
Email Address : lauraespann@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Spann 35579.pdf (117 kb)







 - RECORD #141 DETAIL
First Name : Nadine G.
Last Name : Sparer
Business Name :
Address : 10824 Margate Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : NSPARER@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : With respect to the above subject matter, I am against adding another

tax burden to the tax payers of Montgomery County....The
Interconnector was the last straw...Neither was it needed nor was it
wanted by the majority of the citizens of our county....it was wanted by
Developers and b y P.G County, but it was mainly Montgomery County
that was going to have the tax burden....In this economy, where every
penny counts, we need money for schools, human services, social
services, the elderly, etc. etc.  If the Purple Line is  to bridge
Montgomery and PG County, then why was the ICC built??  Either, one
or the other, but having both is a duplication of transportation services,
and far too much of a monetary burden on our County.

Respectfully yours, Nadine G. Sparer
                            10824 Margate Road
                           Silver Spring, Md. 20901



 - RECORD #2486 DETAIL
First Name : Judith
Last Name : Sparrow
Business Name :
Address : 5101 River Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : JUDY.SPARROW@HHS.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County
Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews

Since I live on River Road and in very close proximity to the "bike trail," I
am a heavy user of the trail -- both for biking and for walking up to
Bethesda. Given the congestion in Bethesda, and almost everyplace, my
ability to walk up there, away from the traffic, is very important to me and
is good for our community. The bike trail gives me and other bikers
access to downtown Washington, without having to drive our cars,
contribute to pollution and traffic congestion. It's healthy, too.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1565 DETAIL
First Name : Chet Speed
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address : 6004 Cobalt Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Hello.  I am opposed to the Purple line for a few reasons.  Most

importantly, some folks homes will be destroyed to create a light rail.  No
problem if it's not your house, big problem if it is.  Legget and the rest of
the council wouldn't be so supportive if it was their homes in the way.
secondly, where's the money?  please don't count on the stimulus bill for
the cash, that's way to speculative.  more than a billion dollars for a
project when the state's deficit's in the billions?  you know that means
more taxes.  i a recession, this doesn't sound too responsible to me.
thank you for taking the time to consider my views.
Chet Speed
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Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley:

It is horrifying to me that the neighborhood that I love may be ripped
apart by a loud, polluting rail line.  Three generations of my family live
here.  It is quiet, with modest homes and a strong sense of community.  I
remember the days when the train still ran on the single line track, down
to Georgetown in the morning, and back in the evening.  This is a single-
line track.  How a double track, above-grade train as well as a path could
exist on this narrow right of way is impossible to imagine.  Please listen
to the pleas of the people who live here and reconsider making this a
true metro line by tunneling, running an above-ground line around the
beltway, or trying to optimize the bus line. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I have been a resident of the Coquelin Run neighborhood for the past 16
years and my street (Susanna Lane) is adjacent to the proposed
Georgetown Branch light rail.  I and my family use the Trail frequently,
especially during the warmer months to run and bike from our Chevy
Chase home to Bethesda and back.  Contrary to many of the newspaper
articles, we are not elites and not NIMBYs -- I work for a nonprofit
organization providing affordable housing and my wife is a part-time
clinical social worker.

I am writing once again to ask you NOT to build the Purple Line above-
grade along the Georgetown Branch trail route.  The Trail is revered for
its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple Line is built here, all of the
mature trees surrounding the Trail would be permanently removed, and
trains or buses would pass about 10’ from hikers and bikers every three
minutes. It would be neither safe nor attractive for Trail users to be
passing each other on a narrow bike lane -- about 10’ from trains or
buses. It would be an environmental and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Having said all that, I realize that our area needs better transit.  But as
the signs say in our neighborhood, Build a Better Purple Line, using your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.
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Submission Content/Notes : WRITTEN COMMENTS ON PURPLE LINE AA/DEIS
SUBMITTED BY:

Anne Spielberg
606 Greenbrier Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Diane Ratliff
Director of Planning
Maryland Transit Administration

I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public’s review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.  What follows
is a somewhat longer version of the testimony I gave at the November
22 public hearing at Montgomery College in Takoma Park:

I am Anne Spielberg, and I have lived on Greenbrier Drive in Silver
Spring for more than 15 years.  My home is just one block off of Wayne
Avenue, where MTA has proposed putting a Purple Line at surface in
the midst of our residential neighborhood.

I am a strong advocate and dedicated user of public transportation.  I
have used both the metro system and buses virtually every workday
since moving here in 1993.  However, placing a Purple Line at surface
through downtown Silver Spring and on Wayne Avenue will not improve
our public transportation system, and it will destroy our newly revived
downtown and my community.  The only Purple Line route, whether
Light Rail or Bus Rapid Transit, that will promote effective mass transit is
one that involves tunneling under both downtown Silver Spring and the
Wayne Avenue residential community.

Unfortunately and significantly, MTA’s Draft Environmental Impact
Statement is completely deficient in failing to consider this alternative of
a Purple Line that is tunneled under Wayne Avenue. The DEIS also is
completely deficient in failing to consider or evaluate the numerous
adverse impacts that will result from a Purple Line at surface.

A surface Purple Line will result in widening nearly 2/3rds of that portion
of Wayne on which it will travel.  In significant ways, Wayne Avenue will
be as wide as Colesville Road.
A surface Purple Line will destroy green space and take significant parts
of the front lawns of most of my neighbors on Wayne Avenue.  Many of
these residents are immigrants and families whose first homes are on
this street.
A surface Purple Line will destroy the home of the moderate income,
elderly residents of the Springvale Retirement Community, who will lose
green space and be unable to use the dangerous street Wayne Avenue
will become.
A surface Purple Line will require closing the Wayne Avenue entrance to
the parking lot used by both Sligo Creek Elementary and Silver Spring
International Middle School and force the opening of a new entrance on
Dale Drive or in the surrounding neighborhood, along with the resulting
severe traffic tie-ups and problems.  The lower level parking lot used by
SSIMS will also likely be lost.
A surface Purple Line will create a huge physical divider in our
community, increasing traffic congestion and capacity, and making it
dangerous and difficult for pedestrians and bikers to use the street,
including my children and others who walk to and from Sligo Creek



Elementary and Silver Spring International Middle School.
A surface Purple Line will divert more cars onto Dale Drive and Sligo
Creek Parkway and onto our neighborhood streets where numerous
small children play.
A surface Purple Line will result in significantly elevated noise levels on
Wayne and the surrounding neighborhood as trains travel through up to
20 times an hour.

It is at best, short-sighted to destroy the walkable and livable nature of
Wayne Avenue by building a surface Purple Line, especially when
planners are now looking at how to revamp streets such as Rockville
Pike so they will become more like Wayne Avenue is now.  In addition, a
surface Purple Line will be slow given that it will travel through very
congested areas on Wayne Avenue and in downtown Silver Spring, and
it will take relatively few cars off the road.

By contrast, a Purple Line that is tunneled through downtown Silver
Spring and the rest of Wayne Avenue as it continues through our
neighborhood is a viable public transit option that is ignored in the DEIS.
Recent information from MTA suggests that this kind of tunneling
involving a hybrid option can be very cost effective and would increase
ridership significantly.  And tunneling avoids the significant adverse
impacts on the surrounding community and downtown caused by a
Purple Line at surface on Wayne Avenue.

Our community, unlike any other community through which the Purple
Line has been proposed, has supported putting it through our own
neighborhood—if it can be tunneled under Wayne so as to avoid
significant damage to our homes and environment.  Tunneling of the
Purple Line is the only public transit option that makes sense and the
only alternative that should be considered.  For infrastructure such as
public transit, we must take the long view and build in a way that is
constructive, rather than destructive.

Thank you.

Anne Spielberg
606 Greenbrier Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20910
aspielberg@harmoncurran.com
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Submission Content/Notes : My name is Anne Spielberg, A-N-N-E, S P-I-E-L-B-E-R-G. I have lived
on Greenbrier Drive in Silver Spring for more than 15 years. My home is
just one block off Wayne Avenue where MTA has proposed putting a
purple line at surface in the midst of our residential neighborhood.

I'm a strong advocate and dedicated user of public transportation, but
placing a purple line at surface through downtown Silver Spring and on
Wayne will not improve public transit and it will destroy our newly revived
downtown in my community.

The only purple line route that will promote effective mass transit is one
that tunnels under both downtown Silver Spring and the Wayne Avenue
residential community.

Significantly, the draft EIS is completely deficient in failing to consider
this alternative. The DEIS is also deficient in failing to consider the
numerous adverse impacts that will result from a purple line at surface.

A surface purple line will result in widening large parts of Wayne. In
significant parts, Wayne will be as wide as Colesville Road. A surface
purple line will destroy green space and take significant parts of the front
laws of most of my neighbors on Wayne. Many of these residents are
immigrants and families whose first homes are on the street.

A surface purple line will destroy the home of the moderate income,
elderly residents of the Springvale Retirement Community who will lose
green space and be unable to use the dangerous street Wayne will
become.

A surface purple line will create a huge physical divider in our
community, increasing traffic congestion and making it difficult and
dangerous for pedestrians and bikers to use the street, including my
children and others who walk to and from Sligo Creek Elementary and
Silver Spring International.

A surface purple line will divert numerous cars onto our neighborhood
streets where many small children play.

It is at best short sighted to destroy the walkable and livable nature of
Wayne by building a surface purple line, especially when planners are
now looking at how to revamp streets such as Rockville Pike so they will
become more like Wayne is now.

A surface purple line will also be slow, given that it will travel through
very congested areas and will take few cars off the road.

By contrast, a purple line that is tunneled under Wayne is a viable public
transit option that avoids these significant adverse impacts.

Recent information from MTA suggests that tunneling can be cost
effective and would increase ridership.

Our community, unlike any other community through which the purple
line has been proposed, has supported putting it through our own
neighborhood if it can be tunneled under Wayne to avoid significant
damage to our homes and environment.

We must take the long view. Tunneling of the purple line under Wayne is
the only public transit option that makes sense. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : While I do not represent any particular group, I believe my background is
relevant.  I have recently completed serving as the Chair of the Silver
Spring Citizens Advisory Board for 2 1/2 years.  I have been on the
Citizens Advisory Board for almost 6 years and active with its
committees for several years prior to joining the Board.  I am involved in
a local PTA and local politics.  I write all this to let you know that I have
talked to many in the community over time. And I have struggled with my
own position on the Purple Line.  And here is where I am.

I support a light-rail Purple Line, but it must be done right.

What does that mean?  In brief, it means that a line down Wayne
Avenue must go underground through downtown Silver Spring and
under Wayne Avenue until Mansfield Road.

This draft EIS has neglected to study this important alternative of the
route in this area.

Many believe -- and I agree -- that a line at-grade through downtown
Silver Spring would wreak long-term havoc.  I support efforts to
discourage cars at every opportunity, but an at-grade Purple Line would
not do that.  What it could do is turn consumers away from downtown
Silver Spring.  The public and private investment in downtown has been
huge, and it has been successful. We should not undermine that
laudable achievement.

Second, an at-grade line on Wayne Avenue, would require that much of
the road be widened to the width of Colesville Road.  Some proponents
of the at-grade line disagree with that assessment, but based on
statements from the MTA, this is accurate.  It will be ugly and
unnecessary.

Which leads me to another point: no one knows exactly how this train
would look because the MTA has not told us.   No one can tell us how
the "new" Wayne Avenue might look.   No one has exact information on
the size and look of power stations or the actual stops.   No public
information is available about the amount of front yards that will
disappear to widen Wayne.   It has been acknowledged that an at-grade
train means no room for the separate bike path called for in the master
plan.  Cyclists will have to share a sidewalk with pedestrians, where
there is not enough space for both.



MTA and some elected officials have dismissed the concept of tunneling
under Wayne, saying that it's too expensive.  But they said that without
having assessed the costs of at-grade versus tunneling through the
area.

In a presentation before the Silver Spring Citizens Advisory Board in
November, Mike Madden from the MTA presented FTA cost
effectiveness measure numbers for the different options.  He included a
"hybrid" option that would tunnel through downtown Silver Spring and
emerge at Cedar Street and would not include a station at Dale Drive.
This option would INCREASE the number of riders over an at-grade
option and would have a neglible cost increase over the medium
investment LRT (non-hybrid).

The tunnel needs to continue under Wayne Avenue until Mansfield
Road.  More recent estimates indicate that the additional tunnel length
would be within the federal cost-effectiveness measure that is crucial for
federal funding.

Many have dismissed the community's request for the tunnel as
unrealistic. But this community has studied the proposal carefully and
reviewed the information. This is not a community that simply says no.
This is a sensible, transit-oriented community that understands nuance
and tries to find sensible solutions.  This is the community that said no to
the proposed "mega-mall" for downtown Silver Spring (which would have
been a financial and planning fiasco) and yes to the current
development, which has been successful.

Everyone agrees that the Purple Line is for the long-term - that is why
many believe light-rail is better than bus rapid transit.  If this is for the
long-term, then we need to invest the money up front -- implement the
option that the community needs to maintain a thriving, vibrant, attractive
residential and commercial area and which will provide faster travel
times and better service for riders -- a tunnel under downtown Silver
Spring and under Wayne Avenue until Mansfield Road.
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Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

        MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

        County Executive Leggett,

        Chairman Hanson,

        Members of the Montgomery County Council,

        Joan Kleinman,

I am writing as a Crescent Trail user to urge you to bring some common
sense to decisions about the Purple Line and to reject a Purple Line
along the Crescent Trail with a terminus in downtown Bethesda. In fact,
the Environmental Defense Fund has just notified the pro-light rail transit
group Purple Line Now that it does not support the Inner Purple Line
Light Rail Transit option along the trail. According to EDF’s
Transportation Director, “[A]dditional information has surfaced since
2002 on the likely impacts and design of the Inner Purple Line LRT, as
proposed by Maryland Department of Transportation (DOT). Recent
analysis by Sam Schwartz for the Town of Chevy Chase has convinced
EDF that the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Purple Line
has not fairly considered Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) alternatives. Impacts
to the viability of the Capital Crescent Trail and urban design problems
posed at the western terminus of the LRT in downtown Bethesda need
to be more fully considered. The large job growth that BRAC will bring to
the National Institutes for Health and the Naval Medical Center area also
make the Jones Bridge BRT option a viable one that deserves greater
consideration. With the large budget deficits that Maryland faces, it is not
prudent to dismiss the highly cost-effective BRT options for the Purple
Line corridor. It appears BRT would also be more effective at reducing
greenhouse gases and cutting use of motor vehicles in the corridor and
the region. EDF is concerned that the Environmental Impact Study (EIS)
for the Purple Line is seriously flawed...”

The decision by the Base Realignment and Closing Commission, made
after this route was suggested, to shut down Walter Reed Army Hospital
and transfer most of its patients and services to the National Naval
Medical Center creates major traffic issues along Wisconsin
Avenue/Rockville Pike, Cedar Lane, and Jones Bridge Road. Maryland
just recently reduced the already inadequate funding to alleviate
congestion expected from an additional 2,500 employees and 535,000
patients and visitors annually at the Medical Center. This is a concern
not just for nearby neighborhoods but for anyone who commutes along
Route 355 and other roads in the area. Many of us believe that the
BRAC decision demands that Purple Line routing be reevaluated.

Many of our children walk or bike along the trail to get to Bethesda-
Chevy Chase High School or to Westland Middle School. We have
legitimate safety concerns around a narrowed trail and the nearby
presence of rapid transit. The trail and tunnel have been a safe way for
children and adolescents to get to school. Closing the tunnel (the tunnel
path to be replaced either by lanes in Bethesda streets, including
Wisconsin Avenue, to be navigated in rush hour, or by a zigzag raised
trail that appears not to be wide enough), tail tracks next to what has



become Bethesda’s town center, and potential maintenance in that
same area are bafflingly wrongheaded.

The Purple Line as currently envisioned will terminate at Woodmont
East, by the intersection of Woodmont and Bethesda Avenues in
Bethesda. This intersection has spontaneously become the heart of the
Bethesda-Chevy Chase community. Its anchor is a Barnes and Noble
that is a magnet for young and old. How many communities can boast
that a bookstore is a prime meeting place for its teens? A light rail line
terminating at this intersection will disrupt the entire sense of community
– safe community – that has developed over the past decade.

Yes, Bethesda has upscale shops. It is grossly unfair to suggest, as a
local newspaper has, that those who object to the proposed light rail
plan along the Crescent Trail are all high-income white elitists who want
to keep lower class brown and black people out. What we who live in
this area want is a Purple Line that preserves what has been
accomplished here while making access to both Bethesda and the Naval
Hospital more convenient to those from outside the immediate area.

What the trail and Bethesda offer –green spaces for recreation and
commuting; safe spaces for young and old alike to enjoy – should be
available to our neighbors in Silver Spring and Prince George’s County.
Instead of destroying this invaluable resource, why not preserve it and
adapt the Purple Line plans so that it best serves the expanded
population that could use it?

Self Magazine just named Bethesda the healthiest place in the country
for women, and specifically noted its parks and trails. What works here
should be copied, not destroyed.

Thank you for your attention and serious consideration.

Sincerely,

Naomi Spinrad
4810 DeRussey Parkway
Chevy Chase MD 20815
301-652-1871
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Submission Content/Notes : I am writing to urge you as strongly as I can to reject any Purple Line

light rail route that would impinge on or destroy the Crescent Trail, which
has become a vital corridor for commuters, hikers, bikers, roller bladers
and others who use it to get to work or school, for exercise, and for the
simple joy of nature free of the hustle and bustle of our more urbanized
areas.

I also urge you as strongly as possible to send the whole package back
for reconsideration in light of the BRAC decision to shut down Walter
Reed Army Hospital and transfer many of its functions, patients, and
staff to the National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda.

I am totally baffled that government officials do not realize changed
circumstances require that they revise plans that do not accommodate
these changes.

Finally, I am astounded that any official would want to damage if not
destroy the extraordinarily successful Woodmont Avenue-Bethesda
Avenue area by imposing a light rail station, tail tracks, and the
associated congestion and safety issues. This intersection has become
a natural gathering place for our entire community and it makes no
sense to mess it up.

Yes, a Purple Line is necessary. But it is also necessary to create a line
that serves the needs of 2010 and beyond, not one designed for 1999.
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Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews, et al.,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. That number includes me and my husband,
who uses the trail to bike to work; and we are glad that we have access
to such a gem.  The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents pushing
strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual cyclists,
teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.
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Submission Content/Notes : I’m writing to urge you NOT to destroy this fantastic and beautiful trail.

I bike – and have a family with three children – I have lived in the
Bethesda area my entire life – you know this trail is unique – you know
that places where you can hike and bike are rare inside the beltway –
and you know that a light rail will do nothing to truly solve traffic
problems that need much bigger solutions.

Building light rail on this trail is not a smart solution from an
environmental stand point or from a fiscal standpoint. It is a silly project
being pushed by developers desperate to develop more property inside
the beltway.

Be part of the “Change” Barack Obama is trying to bring to this country
and say no to these greedy special interests. Say yes to protecting areas
for future generations and no to the “business as usual” crowd.

Allowing developers to destroy this great trail for a project that is fiscal
mess, will not fix traffic problems, and will deny future generations of
Marylanders the chance to enjoy a great trail inside the beltway is bad
government.

I hope you approach this decision with the trust you were elected to use
on our behalf and not by the donations of special interests who serve
themselves rather than the common good of our community.

Thank you for your time and your consideration.

I hope you do the right thing.
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Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and, --
Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

It is incredibly important that we work for more transit and
nonmotorized transportation options. This is an essential
program for the health of our communities. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Kartik Sribarra
100 Ritchie Ave
Silver Spring, MD 20910
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Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Allison Barra Srinivas
100 Ritchie Ave
Silver Spring, MD 20910
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Submission Content/Notes : as i was the resident more than 25 yrs i need to see my area

improvement and progress purple line thanks to make it happen.
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Submission Content/Notes : There are certain parts of the proposed purple line that should be built

underground, like downtown Silver Spring. There has been this love
affair between Americans and rail since the 1800's. Don't forget to check
out the RTA Health Line of Cleveland, Ohio. Good Luck.

Attachments : 5.pdf (1 mb)
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Submission Content/Notes : My name is Jonathan St. Thomas. Spelled J-O-N-A-T-H-A-N, last name

spelled S-T. T-H-O-M-A-S. I live on 833 West Pratt Street, Apartment
707, Baltimore, Maryland, 21201. How I got here from BWI Airport? A
WMATA Express Bus Service B30, also the R12 from that Metro Station.

Anyway, I think it would be a good idea to consider going underground in
downtown Silver Spring, to make sure that it does not destroy any
neighborhoods. And at least in one or two other parts of the proposed
Purple Line, although Bus Rapid Transit would be a good idea, I like the
idea of light rail very much.

And remember the history of Washington, D.C. when they had a big
street car system that runs like light rail only it ran in the streets, which is
one of the reasons why probably after World War II it was converted to
buses. Then shortly after that the plan to build the present WMATA
Metro Subway system was conceived because there was much too
much traffic in the streets.

Anyway, I'm for the Purple Line whether it is Light Rail or Bus Rapid
Transit. Just make sure you do not plow through any neighborhoods or
communities.

Wikipedia, the free on-line encyclopedia, has information on both Light
Rail and Bus Rapid Transit. There is a nice little pro-Light Rail website
called www.lightrailnow.org and there's a pro-Bus Rapid Transit website
called www.gobrt.org. The first one, the Light Rail is
www.lightrailnow.org. Anyway, thank you all and have a nice, safe
weekend.
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Submission Content/Notes : I am writing to let you know that I support the light rail option for the

Purple Line and I think we cannot delay because the need is so great for
this addition to the transit options for residents of our area.  I strongly
support the Georgetown Branch Trail route between Silver Spring and
Bethesda because it is the shortest and most effective route between
the two downtown areas.

My wife and I ride our bicycles along the Georgetown Branch Trail and
we enjoy the beauty of the trees along the trail, but we use our cars
more than our bikes and we think the economic benefits of the Purple
Line to the businesses and the residents are more important.  We also
think it is possible to accommodate the needs of walkers and bicyclists
along with the needs of employees who work in Bethesda and would be
able to get to their jobs without having to use their cars.  Our nation and
our planet would be better off with fewer vehicles on the road and we
urge you to support the Purple Line Light Rail option.



 - RECORD #3056 DETAIL
First Name : William
Last Name : Stahr
Business Name :
Address : 7909 Lynbrook Dr.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Stahr 34853.pdf (79 kb)







 - RECORD #2478 DETAIL
First Name : Leonard
Last Name : Stamm
Business Name :
Address : 8713 Second Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : LSTAMM@LSTAMM.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews

I use the Capital Crescent trail 4 or more days every week.  I bike and
jog on it with my dog.  I have trained for 4 marathons on it and am
currently training for a 5th.  It is an oasis of peace and
tranquility inside the beltway.  It is relatively flat.  It is shaded, and away
from cars and buses.  In my opinion, putting the Purple Line through it
will ruin it not just for our generation, but for all future generations.
Please do not destroy this trail!

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small
children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in
training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the
region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2996 DETAIL
First Name : Jason
Last Name : Stanek
Business Name :
Address : 3109 River Bend Ct. D202
City : Laurel
State : MD
Zip Code : 20724
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support the Purple Line because...

Ms. Ratcliff -- Marylanders want to reduce their reliance on automobiles.
Let's save the environment and reduce traffic congestion by building the
Purple Line in the near future.

Attachments : Annon Cards_ I support_Stanek,Jason.pdf (55 kb)





 - RECORD #150 DETAIL
First Name : Julie
Last Name : Stanish
Business Name :
Address : 4307 Elm Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JASTANISH@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Seriously, with government money so tight, why is there ANY question

that the most logical option for the Purple Line is the bus route to the
Navy Med Center. Have you not realized that is where the JOBS are?
Having a light rail to Bethesda:

--Does not connect directly to the Navy Med Center/BRAC. This means
to transport people going there would require buses to get people there.
This seems counterintuitive. Why not go directly there?
--Cost more. And, in the current environment, every dollar counts
--Would ruin the Georgetown Branch of the Capital Crescent Trail. We
need more options, not fewer, to use bikes and other modes of transport
and not have trains within spitting distance. It makes it scary, noisy and
not pleasant.

As I understand it, the proposed light rail does not even hook directly
into the Metro system. What's with this? Do you seriously think people
are going to leave the train and walk over to metro, pay an additional
fare?

The light rail option is not a good idea. Too much money, not enough
benefit.

Julie Stanish
4307 Elm Street
Chevy Chase, MD



 - RECORD #601 DETAIL
First Name : Julie
Last Name : Stanish
Business Name :
Address : 4307 Elm
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : JASTANISH@HOTMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Bethesda and it sourrounding areas may be what you consider to be an
urban hub and the most important thing from your perspective may be to
aid development. But, the fact is that people also have to live here.
Development is fine as long as it is balanced with a bit of nature.
Humans need nature. This isn't easy to find in the Bethesda area. And,
it's getting more and more built up by the day.

The Trail where many would like to put the Purple Line is a natural park
that is not by any means a huge wide open space. But, it does provide a
bit of  escape from the ever present traffic, people and bustle that is
Bethesda.

I've heard and read that many people consider putting a trail and rail on
the same small bit of land is the best solution for everyone. However,
while it may provide a "preferred" mode of transit, it comprismises
greatly the usability of the trail.

I often ride the bus from the eastern side of Washington to the west. The
experience on the bus is no worse than on the metro. Both modes of
transit have people standing, enduring sometimes rude or smelly people
and a lurching experience with many many stops along the way. I ride
both bus and train on a frequent basis, and for people to assert that the
bus is a lessor experience than the train is absurd. The experiences are
the same.

But, the experience on the trail with light rail running alongside is far
from the same experience. Having trains or buses within a few feet will
never make using this trail a relaxing experience again.

To save people a few minutes of time (when there is already bus and rail
connections to Bethesda, Silver Spring and New Carrollton) and to ruin
an already well used trail is not economically or aesthestically the best
alternative. There are other routes and options available (like running
more frequent buses on established routes).

It takes me an hour to get to my work via train or bus from the Bethesda
to Brookland/CUA area. I am more than willing to sacrifice this time



spent to preserve the trail. It is more important to spend time enjoying
this vital resource than it is to have a faster commute.

Studies have shown that even though the Capital Crescent Trail from
Bethesda to Silver Spring is unpaved, more than 10,000 walkers and
bikers traversed it weekly -- as of 2006 -- and that number is growing
steadily.   Trail users come in all sizes, ages, races, nationalities, and
abilities.  Families with small children on bikes, parents with strollers, the
elderly, teenagers, dog walkers, high speed bikers -- all use the Trail.
Trail users come from all over the region.

The environmental impacts of  building the Purple Line along the Capital
Crescent Trail are huge:

The impact of cutting down all the trees and running trains or buses
about 10' from families, children and the elderly is huge.

The impact of  permanently closing the Bethesda Tunnel for Trail use, or
at best, putting the Trail above the trains in the Tunnel is huge.

The impact of parking trains awaiting maintenance next to Giffords Ice
Cream and the Landmark Theater --  or running buses through there -- is
huge.

Even though twenty years ago the Georgetown Branch/Capital Crescent
Trail right-of-way may have been purchased for transit and a trail, the
State is NOT absolved from doing a complete and objective evaluation
of the environmental impacts of putting Purple Line trains or buses along
the Trail now.

The Purple Line Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to
allow for an objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating
of the transit projects seeking funding under the Federal New Starts
process".  And yet,  the DEIS appears to be neither objective, fair nor
complete.

The adverse environmental and community impacts are severely
understated in the DEIS -- for all of the rail  and bus alternatives that
would build the Purple Line along the Georgetown Branch of the Capital
Crescent Trail.  (And given the apparent bias in this study, it causes one
to have grave concerns about other areas of the study which are
technical and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled, etc.)

In 1988, when the County purchased the Georgetown Branch right of
way, and in the 1990's, when future transit use was written into the
master plan, it was difficult for leaders and citizens to foresee how
popular and valuable the Capital Crescent Trail would become as a
natural, tree-lined greenspace and Trail.

Had our public officials known then what we know now about the
environmental benefits of  preserving this 17 acres of mature trees and
natural greenspace in lower Montgomery County, and had they known
the environmental costs of putting transit in this location, they may have



supported purchasing the right of way solely for parkland -- just like the
Capital Crescent Trail from Bethesda to Georgetown.

Moreover, at that time, had our public officials known about the BRAC
relocation of Walter Reed Hospital and the need to find transportation
solutions for the new National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, they
might have planned differently.

Now, it is time for our public officials  to take a new, fresh and unbiased
look at where transit should best be located, and reflect the current
transportation needs of the entire county.

There could be a tremendous regional benefit provided by a full
consideration of the Bus Rapid Transit alternatives on Jones Bridge
Road  in the AA/DEIS:  the opportunity to provide for good east-west
transit in the southern part of Montgomery and Prince Georges Counties
in a cost-effective way, saving as much as $1 billion over the other
alternatives, and at the same time addressing the transportation and
traffic needs posed by the BRAC.

In any event, it is essential that our public officials grasp the value that
residents place on preserving our irreplaceable trees and beautiful
recreational greenspace in lower Montgomery County.

Below are some specific concerns about the the  Draft EIS as it relates
to transit along the Capital Crescent Trail:

1.  History in the DEIS

There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail
called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so narrow.
While there is frequent reference to the right of way being a former
transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train that previously
ran in the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a
single track, and was  screened by forest on both sides.  With the Purple
Line, this single track (which is now a trail) will be replaced by two tracks
and a trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes.

2.  Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace
Inexplicably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has
been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006, and this
number has been growing steadily.  Trail users are of all ages, races,
nationalities, and abilities.  This heavy trail use is especially significant in
light of the fact that the Trail is crushed stone, not paved like the Trail to
Georgetown,  and bikers with narrow tires cannot use it without
significant risk to their tires.

Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace
and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density.   The population of the Bethesda CBD will



double in 15 years and these residents  will need greenspace and
recreational trails.  The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and
dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.

Even though the right-of-way was originally purchased for transit and a
trail, that doesn’t absolve the State from doing a complete and objective
evaluation of the environmental impacts of putting transit in this location.

3.  Loss of Forest
The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be
destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced.  The DEIS is inexplicably
negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the impact of the loss
of these trees to the environment, to trail users, and to the communities
surrounding the Trail.  According to American Forests, at least 17 acres
of  tree canopy will be destroyed.  These 17 acres of mature trees are
some of the last remaining forest in lower Montgomery County and they
are important for sediment control, clean water, clean air, carbon
sequestration, shading the Trail, and  providing a buffer for communities.

4.  Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane
MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail are
seriously misleading.  There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and
to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not
supported in fact.  To the contrary,  on both sides of the right-of-way,
neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing because their homes
are very close to the rail and the Trail.  Hence, trail users will be confined
inside a solid fenced in corridor with trains passing by in both directions
every three minutes.  Fencing will also be necessary along the inside
border of the Trail to keep trail users from accidently falling onto the
tracks or from crossing intentionally.  Most of the right of way will require
major retaining walls since the terrain is almost never level and tends to
rise steeply or fall of precipitously.

5.  Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined  bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions,
passing each other in both directions.  To be fenced into a narrow bike
lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.

6.  Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided by a transitway.  These neighborhoods share the same middle
school and high school.  Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to
get to Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School,
and the Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes.
A transitway in this location seriously is destructive to community
cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning.

7.  Loss of Trail Access
Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring
communities.  Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.

8.  Safety Concerns with the Light Rail



Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the rail in dangerous
ways,  jumping  fences, etc. Young people will try to climb fences, for
example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East Bethesda,
Macdonald's on East West Highway,  and the Leland Center in the Town
of Chevy Chase.  Currently, there are many gates, and youth come
through these regularly.

In the last two weeks there have been light rail accidents in Boston and
in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train in
Montgomery County.

This is simply not a safe and resonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a popular Trail.

9.  Closing the Bethesda Tunnel  for Trail Users or building the Trail
above the Trains in the Tunnel
The medium- cost light rail option of routing 10,000 trail users weekly
across Wisconsin Avenue at grade and along Bethesda Avenue would
be TOTALLY unsafe.  A child was hit by a car crossing at Wisconsin
Avenue before the Tunnel was opened ten years ago.  The high-cost
light rail option of routing trail users above the trains in the Tunnel would
also seriously diminish the use of the Trail by everyone except perhaps
high speed bikers.  Families with children, the elderly, etc.would find this
Tunnel passage difficult.

10.  Parking Trains Awaiting Maintenance next to Giffords Ice Cream
and the Landmark Theater --  or Running Buses Through There
Using the open space at Bethesda and Woodmont Avenues as a "Tail
Track" for trains -- or a roadway for buses -- would ruin the ambiance
and safety of this open space,  which is an important amenity in the
heart of downtown PleBethesda.

11.  Homes along the Trail
The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and
apartments along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway.  The DEIS should state how
many of these homes are less than 100', 75', 50', 30' etc.  from where
light rail trains would pass;   It is simply inexcusable to have no analysis
of the impact on the property values of  the homes along the corridor.

In conclusion, the DEIS has not done a fair study and appears to be
biased in  understating the adverse impacts of transit along the Capital
Crescent Trail.  Given this apparent bias, it causes one to have grave
concerns about other areas of the study which are technical and not so
transparent, such as ridership, time traveled, etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown
Branch  right of way be finally eliminated as a route for the Purple Line.
Loss of this significant, irreplaceable greenspace is unacceptable.
Choosing this  route will meet with substantial and growing opposition
from Trail users and communities far and wide, and this dissent will hurt
any chances for FTA funding.

I urge our public officials to give a fair and more thorough study of the



Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route and any other possible
routes that should be studied as well.

Thank you,

Julie Stanish

4307 Elm

Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #3344 DETAIL
First Name : Thomas
Last Name : Stanley
Business Name : RK&K
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 21217
Email Address : tastanley@rkk.com
Submission Content/Notes : "Construction on the Purple Line could begin is 2013/2014, if funding is

available."
should be:
"Construction on the Purple Line could begin in 2013/2014, if funding is
available.



 - RECORD #1067 DETAIL
First Name : Paul
Last Name : Stanton
Business Name :
Address : 5015 Baltimore Ave.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : PAULKATH@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Sirs,

I have lived in the Bethesda area my whole life.  As a child I walked
on the train tracks to Western Junior high.  As a adult I bought a
house in the the area so that I could raise my family here for the
schools and to be near the Crescent trail.  We use it at least
several times per week both to get into Bethesda without driving and
for exercise.

It would be a huge mistake to ruin this trail.  Its would be like
paving Central Park in New York.

There will never be enough traffic on a trolly to justify ruining our
majestic trail.

It will be way too expensive to build a train set in Bethesda.  Lets
just pay anyone to take a taxi for the next 20 years instead.

I will do everything I can to get you out of office if you proceed
with the train set.

Please reconsider, add a bus line on East-West highway. Build a metro
tunnel, anything else.

Thank you,  Paul Stanton 5015 Baltimore Ave. Bethesda, MD 20816



 - RECORD #277 DETAIL
First Name : Ruthy
Last Name : Stapleton
Business Name :
Address : 138 South 300 West
City : Provo
State : UT
Zip Code : 84601
Email Address : kazoinker@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : PLEASE, let my fantastic dreams of a purple line come true.



 - RECORD #1505 DETAIL
First Name : Chad
Last Name : Stark
Business Name :
Address : 218 E. Preston St. Apt 6C
City : Baltimore
State : MD
Zip Code : 21202
Email Address : chadwickstark@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am strongly opposed to a rapid bus BRT and I prefer high-speed metro

to light rail. Given the phenomenal growth rate of Prince George's and
Montgomery Counties, no other solution would solve the congestion
problems in both counties that are growing worse every year. The
residents of PG County need this means of transportation to work and
live better lifestyles...thus a substandard means of transportation is, in
my opinion, contributing to a widening gap between rich and poor. I work
in PG County and I will be moving there soon.



 - RECORD #2670 DETAIL
First Name : Aleen
Last Name : Starkweather
Business Name :
Address : 17300 Quaker Lane #D6
City : Sandy Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20860
Email Address : ALEENST@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.



 - RECORD #1977 DETAIL
First Name : Linda
Last Name : Stathoplos
Business Name :
Address : 9811 Marquette Dr.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly support the light rail alternatives. The light rail will provide the

most benefit to the community in terms of improving mobility, minimizing
traffic, and integrating with existing transit systems.

In order of preference, I think the county should choose the medium
investment LRT, to balance initial investment, people served, and
ongoing operating costs.

Attachments : Stathoplos_Linda.pdf (37 kb)





 - RECORD #2943 DETAIL
First Name : Leah
Last Name : Staub
Business Name :
Address : 7015 5th St, NW, Lower Level
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20012
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Staub_Leah.pdf (132 kb)





 - RECORD #1168 DETAIL
First Name : Marc
Last Name : Stauffer
Business Name :
Address : 4913 Ravenswood Road
City : Riverdale
State : MD
Zip Code : 20737
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Marc Stauffer, M-A-R-C, S-T-A-U-F-F-E-R. Thank you.

I live in Riverdale Park, actually pretty hard up on East/West Highway,
and I do see the purple line, especially being a light rail, as being a large
benefit to trying to ameliorate the traffic issues that we deal with seven
days a week now.

East/West Highway as it comes in and out of our area is incredibly
backed up and has an impact as it spills into our neighborhoods.

So for us personally who live there, I think it would be a very helpful
thing.

Also just an anecdote. I had a meeting last night in Bethesda at 7:00.
Leaving Riverdale at 5:30, I arrived there about 7:30. It was on the
beltway, got off the beltway, got back on, went around, whereas had it
been the purple line, I could have got on the purple line and been there
and not got into my car and hopefully arrived at my meeting on time
instead of 45 minutes to an hour late.

Lastly, I guess I would urge the panel or whomever is thinking about
alignments and the stations that there was a very interesting body of
work done for the Central Kenilworth Avenue Revitalization Plan where
students from the University's Landscape Architecture Program
developed a number of sort of forward looking ideas to how to integrate
Kenilworth Avenue in terms of economic development and transit.

There were some very interesting ideas put forth on how sort of a light
rail system or even could be used as the catalyst for that whole sort of
community and done in ways that could both deal with the environmental
concerns, deal with traffic concerns
 and also become sort of a hub for various modes of
transportation and also become sort of a mode for that area which
currently is really, needs a good bit of
help.

So thank you very much.



 - RECORD #689 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Steeds
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : DPSTEEDS@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

    I am a frequent user of the Capital Crescent Trail in the section
between Bethesda and Connecticut Avenue, together with two of my
grandsons,  I therefore have a keen personal interest in preserving this
rare green space for bikers and walkers such as ourselves, and over
10,000 others per week.

    I am writing to urge you to select the rapid bus alternative along Jones
Bridge Road to the Medical Center.  This is the Better Purple Line:  it
would provide rapid transit to where it is really needed, and it would
preserve the trail that I and my grandsons covet.

    You will soon be reviewing the DEIS produced by MTA.  I suggest to
you that this document is an inadequate basis for sound decision-
making:

1.  The DEIS is incomplete:  apart from an oblique reference on pp 29-
30, it takes no account of the Better Purple Line;

2.  The DEIS is flawed:  among many errors, in assessing lost parkland it
ignores the trail itself, which amounts to 32 acres between Bethesda and
Silver Spring;

3.  The DEIS is unduly focused on just one transit project.  With the state
and county facing painful deficits, and the country in financial crisis, we
need to maximize the benefits of our very limited funds.  For the cost of
the light rail alternative, we could have both the Purple Line and the
Corridor Cities Transitway if we adopt the Better Purple Line and provide
similar rapid transit in the Transitway.

    I look forward to hearing from you that you will support the Better
Purple Line.

Yours sincerely,

David Steeds



 - RECORD #464 DETAIL
First Name : Jane
Last Name : Steimel
Business Name :
Address : 5405 Brookeway Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : RAYSTEIMEL@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : We need to keep a pretty relaxing spot to walk and bike.   We relish the

Georgetown Branch Trail.   Once those wooded areas  are gone,  they
are gone forever.   Those trails are  what makes the environment
liveable and interesting.   I love the time I spend on the Crescent Trail
and the Georgetown Trail,  and want to see it continued to Silver Spring
and beyond.   We can use other streets to get to work.  The Purple Trail
solves the problem temporarily.   I know.  I lived here long enough to
know every time roads are widened and new one built,   they  soon
become as crowded as the others.  More roads encouraged more
people to get jobs where they think they have an easy commute.   At first
it helps,  but after a few years we are back to crowded streets and the
lovely woods and  trees are  gone forever -- making this  a less pleasant
place to live  -- and keeping our roads equally crowded.  It ultimately
solves no problems and ruins the environment.    LET US KEEP THAT
IRREPLACEABLE TRAIL  -- JUST AS IT IS.    The Purple Line solves
nothing in the long run,  and forever ruins the beautiful environment.
Jane Steimel
5405 Brookeway Drive,  Bethesda, MD 20816



 - RECORD #3138 DETAIL
First Name : Alan
Last Name : Stein
Business Name :
Address : 7606 S. Valle Dr.
City : Fairfax Station
State : VA
Zip Code : 22039-2964
Email Address : ajstein@cox.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Stein 35624.pdf (102 kb)







 - RECORD #1434 DETAIL
First Name : Lester
Last Name : Stein
Business Name :
Address : 3202 Coquelin Ter
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Lester Stein, 3202 Copeland Terrace, Chevy Chase. I'm a 60-year

resident of Montgomery County, who has appreciated the trail ever since
it was created. It is a facility that is precious, a haven of tranquility that
winds through a Metropolitan area that has become increasingly
crowded and noisy. It offers a unique opportunity to bikers and hikers
who enjoy the solitude and the ability to commune with nature. I suggest
that those who are responsible for making the decision in this issue
regard walk the trail so that they will understand what they are
imperiling.

It is a facility that should be preserved, not only for this generation but for
the generations to come. And I want to express my appreciation to the
panel for the remarkable endurance that they've shown throughout this
hearing. Thank you.



 - RECORD #971 DETAIL
First Name : Mike
Last Name : Stein
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MKSTN5@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Hi,

I am writing in support of the purple line.  Specifically, it is my belief
that when the purple line is built light rail is chosen as the preferred
method.  I have traveled extensively in the United States and Europe
and
have seen the benefits of light rail over bus.  Light rail:

1) Draws a more diverse ridership
2) Is cheaper in the long run
3) Supports Maryland's smart growth goals better than bus by
encouraging
transit oriented development

Thank you,

Mike Stein



 - RECORD #1255 DETAIL
First Name : Clarence
Last Name : Steinberg
Business Name :
Address : 9503 Wire Ave
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Clarence Steinberg, C-L-A-R-E-N-C-E, S-T-E-I-N-B-E-R- G.

I've lived in Indian Spring for 38 years and was an executive there on the
board for years and now I'm not. But I do participate in the politics of our
association.

I used to also represent it on the Montgomery County Civic Federation
and I was on the Silver Spring Traffic Coalition.

I'm going to answer in bullets. I'm answering the DEIS statement itself.

Now, I will consolidate because I only have three minutes.

One of our concerns is parking in our neighborhood. We have no permit
parking and never wanted it. That's true of a number of the
neighborhoods that will be affected by this change.

If you really, if the government, federal government accepts the « mile
formula for the service area for the rapid transit, we are going to be
invaded with cars. We will have to go to permit parking. We don't want it.
It's a nuisance, it's expensive and it's divisive.

On economic development issues, which the document does address,
we find that the corridor is fully developed. I don't know what
development will expand other than redevelopment that I heard about
today.

The impact of redevelopment could raise rents and the gentleman who
preceded me disparaged that issue. Let me him pay the rents for the
indigenous population of Langley Park and Piney Branch.

You are displacing by gentrification a protected population.

The document doesn't speak about the effects of a busway or a light rail
on the neighborhood bus service that we already have. We have a
Number 14 for which we fought bitterly 20 years ago.

If this « mile theory is applied and accepted, we lose the 14 because we
can walk all the way over to what is the 12, mainly Wayne.

Now, older people aren't going to be too pleased with that, and we have
a lot of them. This is a discriminatory policy.

On air quality, this thing assumes that - huh? Okay. Air quality will be
compromised by building. You think you can heat them without burning
fossil fuel? You can cool them without burning fossil fuel and they will
have no cars? This is a fantasy.

I'd be happy to submit the, oh, I have time. No, no more time.



 - RECORD #2317 DETAIL
First Name : Clarence
Last Name : Steinberg
Business Name :
Address : 9503 Wire Ave
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Steinberg_Clarence.pdf (394 kb)









 - RECORD #2116 DETAIL
First Name : Clarence
Last Name : Steinberg
Business Name :
Address : 9503 Wire Ave
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr. Madden,

Thanks for the postcard thanking me for input on the DEIS.  The input is
my testimony at Montgomery College's Takoma Park campus Nov. 22. I
wonder whether I could add to it now a concern I voiced in testimony on
the Purple Line I submitted to Maryland National Capitol Park and
Planning Commission Jan. 2.  As I think about that concern, I realize that
it really is an environmental issue.

The concern:  A surface line -- bus or light rail -- in downtown Silver
Spring will further aggravate rush hour congestion on Colesville Rd. and
Georgia Ave., impeding not only personal autos as well as commercial
traffic, but also would slow bus mass transit, including MTA's Columbia
buses.  Both are narrow streets.  Metro Z buses serving outlying areas
like Briggs Chaney, Burtonsville, and Park and Ride lots also would be
affected.  Cities like Boston and Philadelphia with narrow streets and
street rail run their rail underground in downtown congested areas.
European cities with street rail are very wide, as in Berlin and Moscow,
or, where they are narrow, run the streetcars where they don't impede
basic mass transit.  Prague is an example.  Unless one wishes to
sacrifice one mode of mass transit to another, a zero sum game, the
proposed Purple Line -- busway or light rail -- should run underground in
downtown Silver Spring.

Thanks for considering this supplement.



 - RECORD #2442 DETAIL
First Name : Hubert
Last Name : Steinhauser
Business Name :
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : HUBERT.STEINHAUSER@EDA.ADMIN.CH
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Planning Board.

I am adamantly against the planned Purple Line to be built adjacent to
the current Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.
The Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring is part of the
overall Public Rock Creek connector and serves for many people on a
daily basis for relaxation either by walking or biking. I personally pass
this corridor several times a week and enjoy the natural beauty. To
uproot all the trees along the trail in order to build the Purple Line is not
in accordance to today’s environmental thinking and short sighted and
can not be in the public interest.

I sincerely hope that the Planning Board can see this significant
environmental impact for the area and all the people who life in the area
and enjoy the trail all the times.

With best regards

Hubert Steinhauser, Chevy Chase

Concerned citizen.



 - RECORD #900 DETAIL
First Name : Erica
Last Name : Stephan
Business Name :
Address : 8400 Greenwood Ave #3
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I am writing to say that I support the light rail option for the Purple Line.

This is a long-term investment that will pay off forever in terms of
creating more quality transit.  Currently, any housing remotely near a
Metro line in the DC area costs a fortune, and "the rest of us" must make
do with slow and infrequent buses.  I used to commute from the
Flower/Piney Branch area to Bethesda.  The trip took 30 minutes in a
car, but up to an hour and 15 minutes on the bus depending on time of
day and transfer wait.  It would be fantastic to be able to get to Bethesda
faster than downtown DC!

Of course there are a FEW very vocal people who are going to be
opposed to this project but everyone who has ever sat (and sat and sat)
in traffic on University or New Hampshire would welcome as high-quality
a project as possible.  Plus, I hear the Obama administration is looking
for infrastructure to spend money on...



 - RECORD #1665 DETAIL
First Name : Robert
Last Name : Stephens
Business Name :
Address : 4117 Crow Rock Rd.
City : Myersville
State : MD
Zip Code : 21773
Email Address : robstepus@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Maryland Transit Administration:

I enthusiastically support a light rail Purple Line, with the following
components:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.

This is the most important transit project in Maryland in almost twenty
years. Please do not fall for the insane idea that BRT is just like a train,
only cheaper. BRT would be a colossal waste of money, and a failure
from a ridership perspective. The high expenditure light rail, on the other
hand, would be a huge sucess, I'm sure that it would have a ridership in
excess of 100,000 people a day within a year or two of opening.

Light Rail is the way to go.

Thank You,
Rob Stephens



 - RECORD #1722 DETAIL
First Name : Molly
Last Name : Sterkel
Business Name :
Address : 138 Hesketh Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : molly@tirpak.com
Submission Content/Notes : I support the Purple Line rail option.  I support funding it as soon as

possible and building it as soon as possible



 - RECORD #2708 DETAIL
First Name : William R.
Last Name : Stern, M.D.
Business Name :
Address : 700 Stonington Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : 4STERN@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : My wife and I use the Capital Crescent Trail and its extension on a

regular basis.  This past summer we used it to train for a charity bike ride
we participated in in Israel supporting a children’s rehabilitation Hospital
called Alyn, www.alynride.org.  The trail would be severely compromised
if the purple line were to run along side of it.  Please strongly consider
putting the purple line under ground.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #754 DETAIL
First Name : Maggy
Last Name : Sterner
Business Name :
Address : 501 Margaret Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Maryland Transit Administration:

I enthusiastically support a light rail Purple Line, with the following
components:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.

Best,
Maggy



 - RECORD #1362 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Sternfeld
Business Name :
Address : 18343 Honey Locust Circle
City : Gaithersburg
State : MD
Zip Code : 20879
Email Address : michael.sternfeld@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : The time to stop talking and to start pouring concrete and laying steel rail

for the Purple Line is long over due. Every day congestion and pollution
get worse. Yes worse even in this near depression. Dust off some plans
and get to work building!



 - RECORD #589 DETAIL
First Name : Joan
Last Name : Sterrett
Business Name :
Address :
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : jdsterrett@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Elected Officials,

I have been deeply opposed to the Purple Line for years.  It is way too
expensive and way too intrusive.  There are so many current other
needs in our communities right now.  We are watching the area change
dramatically, and this is one change that shouldn't be made.  There is no
way it could run along the Crescent Trail and not be a huge deterrent to
the peace of the Crescent Trail as it exists now.  If this purple line could
be done underground, that would make more sense.  Instead, it would
cut through our streets making it even harder to get around with all the
additional traffic that has been added over the years.  Developers might
want this but I don't think the homeowners of the county want it.
Joan Sterrett, Bethesda.



 - RECORD #1836 DETAIL
First Name : Andrea
Last Name : Stevens
Business Name :
Address : 4711 Chevy Chase Blvd.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : STEVENS.ANDREA@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Hello,

I am a longtime Montgomery County resident (since 1955!), and only
recently started using the Crescent Trail to ride my bike to Bethesda.
The trail is a popular route, and is a significant achievement for the
Council that it's been so firmly adopted by citizens of every age.
While I support mass transit, and support efforts to increase access
to public transportation, I would hate for the Purple Line to run
right alongside the Crescent Trail. The result would the demise of
this lovely park, the expense of millions of dollars, and the lost
opportunity to more carefully evaluate alternatives such as an
improved bus route along East-West Highway.
Thank for your considering other options,



 - RECORD #1629 DETAIL
First Name : Anita
Last Name : Stevens
Business Name :
Address : 7406 Lothian Lane
City : Fort Washington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20744
Email Address : anita7406@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I believe the Purple Line is overdue for the Maryland public.  I have

always wished we had transportation available that would not take us
through D.C. to get to a maryland destination.  This is a positive step in
helping MD residents to travel just within the Maryland area and not
waste time going through DC to get to a Maryland destination.  I hope
that you will continue with the construction on the purple line to benefit
Maryland residents.
 I hope that eventually we can not only construct this purple line but
extend it in years to come to travel to other parts of Maryland so we can
use the rail option other than conjusting our roads in driving to our
location of choice in Maryland.



 - RECORD #526 DETAIL
First Name : Phil
Last Name : Stewart
Business Name : Road Race Management, Inc.
Address : 4940 Hampden Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : PSTEWART@RRM.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Elected Officials:

Two or three mornings a week, my day begins with a 6 a.m. run along
the Capital Crescent Trail from River Road to Connecticut Ave. and
back. The world is quiet and new at that hour and this time is very
precious to me in a world that seems to get louder and louder with every
passing year.

I realize the mission of our elected officials is to try and balance the
needs of all of its citizens as much as possible. This means the “value”
of my run gets compared with the “value” of someone commuting more
quickly from Silver Spring to a higher paying job in Bethesda.

However, I think this issue needs to be looked at from a more global
perspective. The question needs to be framed as: “At what point does
over-development begin to diminish Bethesda’s desirability as a
community and people begin to leave?” A large exodus certainly would
contribute to a downward economic spiral for the community and the
county. The prevailing philosophy of Montgomery County is simply to
pile on and pile on development and its infrastructure. We are about to
absorb the full impact of the new condos, stores and office space in
Friendship Heights; Bethesda is awash in new condos, and a new major
office building is in the works for Wisconsin Ave. and Old Georgetown
Rd. Each of these body blows seems to have been absorbed so far, so
the mentality is simply to add another one on. Now gutting the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring is next on the block.
(It is an illusion that light rail and a greenway can co-exist along the
corridor – the trains will create a functional route between Bethesda and
Silver Spring but hardly a pleasant or safe place for families to relax and
exercise.) Once the light rail is in place, more development will follow
and the drumbeat continues. At some point, this house of cards will
begin to tumble, simply because the quality of life in the community will
have deteriorated.

I believe the green space surrounding the Capital Crescent Trail is a
much-beloved community asset. The passion and persistence of the
community organizers and their following have proven this beyond a
doubt. It is time to let Bethesda “win one” in terms of maintaining our
quality of life by selecting a different location for the purple line.

Sincerely,
Phil Stewart
4904 Glen Cove Pkwy.
Bethesda, MD 20816

Talk the talk with other race directors on the new Road Race
Management Race Directors' Forum. More race directors are joining
each day. Go to www.rrm.com/forum   and sign up to be a part of the
most active race director community on the internet.

Phil Stewart, Editor and Publisher
Road Race Management, Inc.
4940 Hampden Lane, Suite 212, Bethesda, MD 20814
301-320-6865 - pstewart@rrm.com



 - RECORD #800 DETAIL
First Name : Phil
Last Name : Stewart
Business Name :
Address : 4904 Glen Cove Parkway
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Phil Stewart.pdf (128 kb)









 - RECORD #2057 DETAIL
First Name : Phil
Last Name : Stewart
Business Name :
Address : 4904 Glen Cove Pkwy.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : PSTEWART@RRM.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1723 DETAIL
First Name : Susan
Last Name : Stewart
Business Name :
Address : 2 P Plateau Place
City : Greenbelt
State : MD
Zip Code : 20770
Email Address : greygardens05@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : Purple Line now, please.  I'd really really like the Purple line.  I've not

understood why it wasn't in the plans for Metro in the first place.  We
need to de-fund the ICC, and put any future money into a Purple Line.
The years of over-development, encouraged by bad government coming
all the way from the White House, are over.  We need to re-develop the
places we have, and invest in mass transit.  Lastly, I personally would
use the Purple Line, all the time, as would other members of my family,
whereas I'd never use a toll road.



 - RECORD #2388 DETAIL
First Name : Zachary
Last Name : Stewart
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : BEN.JENSIN@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

[Describe how you use the Capital Crescent Trail with friends and family
and/or why it's important to you, your community and the environment,
etc.]

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1280 DETAIL
First Name : Marcie
Last Name : Stickle
Business Name :
Address : 8515 Greenwood Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Marcie, M-A-R-C-I-E, Stickle, S-T-I-C-K-L-E. I'm a resident of Silver

Spring, a long time of Long Branch, which is a vibrant, multi-cultural
community with ethnic, small, independent businesses.

We have a myriad of ride-on bus choices at Piney Branch and Flower
Avenue. The 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 20, 24, J4 and the University of
Maryland shuttle, with many choices of where to get on and where to get
off.

The current bus system serving Long Branch provides a variety and
flexibility of choices all of us cannot afford to lose. Thank you.



 - RECORD #722 DETAIL
First Name : Arthur
Last Name : Stigile
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ADVOICATE@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : As that the comment period for the Purple Line proposals is open, and

as a long time county resident I wanted both to inform the MTA about my
views on the various proposals that are listed on the
www.purplelinemd.com website.

One thing has always confused me in the 10 years that I've been riding
the metro, is the lack of a suburb to suburb rail line, especially with the
success that such rail lines have had in other cities. I live within walking
distance from the Forest Glen metro station, and do enjoy that I am able
to hop on the train and go into downtown Silver Spring and have dinner
and a movie at my leasure, but if I am visiting friends or going to a
restaurant in Bethesda my options are to either are rather limited; I can
either take a slow and unreliable bus from Silver Spring, or I can take the
metro through the heart of DC, or I can just drive. The option that I
prefer, and take almost every time, is that of driving; not because it's the
option I would prefer, but because neither the bus or current metro
options are adequate.

Having said that, I would like to state in no uncertain terms that the
transit option that I prefer is the Light Rail option, and could not see
myself taking advantage of the Bus Rapid-Transit option. I would prefer
the High Investment Light Rail option, with the following design options,
as that I feel they would best serve both the community and the rail
system:

(1) Having the transit way crossing to the north side of the CSX corridor
in a tunnel and continuing along the north side.
(2) Silver Spring/Thayer tunnel that emerges on Thayer Avenue behind
East Silver Spring Elementary School, but with an Aerial structure on a
portion of Piney Branch Road.

Having stated my support for the Light Rail option, I would now like to
state again that, in no way do I support the Bus Rapid-Transit options. I
feel that they are in no way adequate for the downtown Silver Spring and
Bethesda locations, and cannot see myself patronizing them at any point
in the future, if they are chosen as the transportation option for the
Purple Line. I would refer all selecting officals to the Greater Greater
Washington article "Buses and BRT: some facts" at
http://greatergreaterwashington.org/post.cgi?id=1483 as that I feel that
the article addresses some important issues with the Bus Rapid-Transit
option.

Thank you for taking the time to read my comments,
Arthur Stigile



 - RECORD #1851 DETAIL
First Name : Arthur
Last Name : Stigile
Business Name :
Address : 9900 Woodland Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : advoicate@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : As a long time resident of the Silver Spring area, one thing that has

always confused me is the lack of a mass-transit corridor between the
different branches of the red line, as well as the lack of mass-transit
corridors extending into the suburbs.

I am writing to officially give my support to the high investment rail option
of the purple line, because of it's higher projected rider capacity, as well
as shorter transit times would be conducive to attracting people away
from the congested road system and onto mass-transit; as well as the
ability for their project to serve as a model for the county, to spur on
further rail developments in the suburbs.

As to the Bus Rapid Transit options, I do not endorse them at all, for the
Purple Line that the county has proposed. The longer transit times, as
well as the lower transit capacity, and the inherent lack of permanence
that comes from the transit system being a bus route; would not serve
the interests of the county, nor would it be appropriate for the goals of
the Purple Line project. I would, however, like to endorse a bus rapid
transit system for other, less dense parts of the county; as that I feel that
they would be better served by such a system.



 - RECORD #1568 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Stillwell
Business Name :
Address : 262 Waycross Way
City : Arnold
State : MD
Zip Code : 21012
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Maryland Transit Administration:

I enthusiastically support a light rail Purple Line, with the following
components:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.



 - RECORD #299 DETAIL
First Name : Patrick
Last Name : Stingley
Business Name :
Address : 8807 2nd Ave.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : covertchannel@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I want my money back!

Our taxes are going through the roof.  I do not want my tax money spent
on this project and I particluarly resent my tax money being used to
benefit developers.



 - RECORD #300 DETAIL
First Name : Patrick
Last Name : Stingley
Business Name :
Address : 8807 2nd Ave.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : covertchannel@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I ride my bike to work on the Capital Crescent Trail every day when it's

not too cold.  Please do not destroy one of the most beautiful parts of
our area.

Using this trail for the Purple Line will create enormous amounts of
pollution.

It took me a couple of years of commuting before I found my way to the
CCT.  I think more people would use it if they knew it was there.  Instead
of destroying this, I think we should encourage people to use it to jog,
walk and ride bikes there, thus reducing our carbon footprint, helping to
reduce obeisity, as well as reducing our dependence on foreign oil.

In short the Purple Line is going precisely the wrong way.



 - RECORD #301 DETAIL
First Name : Patrick
Last Name : Stingley
Business Name :
Address : 8807 2nd Ave.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : coverthannel@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : This project should be cancelled.

I have ridden the J buses during commuting hours and I've never seen
them full.  The ridership on this line cannot possibly make sense,
especially for a surface bus solution.

The busses already pretty much go the way the Purple Line goes,
without necessitating the addition of new roads over such a beautiful
area.  If this were such a needed route, then the busses should be
chock-full, but they're not.

You do not have my permission to spend my tax dollars for this project.

My kids and I ride from our house to Giffords on the weekends.  We will
miss this greatly.  You do not have my permission to destroy this.



 - RECORD #498 DETAIL
First Name : David B.
Last Name : Stinson
Business Name :
Address : 715 Dale Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : DYLCARCAL@AOL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : WRITTEN COMMENTS ON PURPLE LINE AA/DEIS

SUBMITTED BY DAVID B. STINSON

Ms. Diane Ratliff
Director of Planning
Maryland Transit Administration

Dear Ms. Ratliff:

    The following are my written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public’s review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.

    I favor construction of a Purple Line, whether light rail or bus rapid
transit, only if it is tunneled under downtown Silver Spring and Wayne
Avenue through the adjacent neighborhood.  Tunneling is imperative so
as to avoid significant adverse impacts on traffic, the downtown, and the
community.  Without a tunnel, this section of the Purple Line will likely be
the slowest and most ineffective segment of the project.

    MTA data issued subsequent to the release of its Alternatives
Analysis/Draft Environmental Impact Statement indicates that it is
feasible to design a system with tunneling for this segment of the Purple
Line and that such a design would be not only cost effective for Federal
funding approval, but would  improve ridership, travel time, and user
benefit hours – all for a cost significantly lower than the high-investment
light rail alternative that MTA assessed.  Moreover, a tunnel will
eliminate the many adverse impacts of a surface route for this segment
– impacts that testimonies and written comments of those in the
community have explained are not assessed in the AA/DEIS, even those
previously mentioned by MTA in meetings with community
representatives.

    Set forth below is a somewhat longer version of the testimony I
provided at the November 22 public hearing at Montgomery College in
Takoma Park:

    My name is David Stinson and I've lived at 715 Dale Drive here in
Silver Spring for 15 years.

    Like most of my community in both Seven Oaks and Park Hills, I favor
tunneling under Wayne Avenue in the community and under downtown
Silver Spring  - for either light rail or bus rapid transit.

    MTA repeatedly has us that a major reason for not tunneling under
Wayne Avenue is that it wishes to put a station at Dale Drive and that
that a station cannot be placed at Dale underground because of  the
prohibitive cost.  MTA is putting the cart before the horse.  I would rather
have an underground route along Wayne and do without a station at
Dale just three blocks from my house, than have the light rail or rapid
bus running above ground along Wayne.

    Why should a Dale station not be built?

     1.    There is no demonstrated need.  My neighborhood consists
almost exclusively of single-family homes.  Yet there already are several
more stations planned for Silver Spring than any other segment of the
Purple Line route.

    2.    MTA projects 1,400 daily station boardings at Dale for the
medium-investment light rail alternative - this projection far exceeds the
number of nearby homes.  It defies field knowledge, which suggests 200



to 300 boardings at the very most.

    3.    Several times more riders will be boarding the Manchester Place
station to the east, a much more heavily dense residential neighborhood.
Moreover, if you look at current Ride On 15 bus boardings in the
morning peak period, only 4 persons board at Dale, but 145 board Sligo
Creek Parkway, near to the proposed Manchester Place station.

     4.    To make way for a station platform at Dale Drive, MTA will
widen Dale for a length of 625 feet east of Dale - two-thirds of that from
47 feet to 70 feet - and 90 feet in width, if there are two station platforms.

     5.    At and near the Wayne and Dale intersection will loom the threat
of rezoning our community of predominately single-family homes in favor
of more commercial development and higher-density residential.  This is
due to the County's policy of transit-oriented development around
stations, a policy which MTA actually highlights and encourages in its
study.

     6.    Traffic at the intersection of Wayne and Dale will be worse, since
motor vehicles going westbound on Wayne will not be permitted to turn
left onto Dale while a train is in the station.  This will mean gridlock,
especially with two schools located right at the intersection of Dale and
Wayne.

     7.    There will be elevated noise from trains braking for the Dale
station 20 times an hour and with amplified announcements from trains
and the station during three-hour peak periods.

    8.    After the release of its study, MTA released additional data
demonstrating that by taking medium-investment light rail and then
modifying it to include a tunnel under the downtown, and elimination of
stations at both Dale and Fenton Street would not decrease ridership,
but actually increase ridership for the entire Purple Line by 2,100 riders.

    A station at Dale is unnecessary and will be of more detriment than
benefit to the community and the Purple Line.  I urge the State and
County to tunnel under Wayne.

    Thank you very much for taking the time to consider my concerns.

    Sincerely,

    David B. Stinson
    715 Dale Drive
    Silver Spring, MD 20910



 - RECORD #1250 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Stinson
Business Name :
Address : 715 Dale Drive
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : David Stinson, that's D-A-V-I-D, S-T-I-N-S-O-N. I've lived at 715 Dale
Drive here in Silver Spring for over 15 years. Like most of my community
both in Seven Oaks and Park Hills, I favor tunneling under Wayne
Avenue in the community and under downtown Silver Spring for either
light rail or bus rapid transit.

MTA repeatedly has told us that a major reason for not tunneling under
Wayne Avenue is that it wishes to put a station at Dale Drive and that a
station cannot be placed at Dale underground because of the prohibitive
cost.

MTA is putting the cart before the horse. I would rather have an
underground route along Wayne Avenue and do without a station at
Dale Drive just three blocks from my house than have a light rail rapid
transit bus above ground on Wayne Avenue.

Why should a Dale Station not be built? First, there is no demonstrated
need. My neighborhood consists of mostly single family homes, yet there
already are several more stations planned for Silver Spring than any
other - of the purple line route.

MTA projects 1,400 daily station boardings at Dale Drive for the medium
investment light rail alternative. This projection far exceeds the number
of nearby homes. It defies field knowledge and suggests 200 to 300
boardings at the very most.

Several times more riders will be boarding the Manchester Place station
to the east, a much more heavily dense residential neighborhood.

Moreover, if you look at the current ride on bus 15 boardings in the
morning peak period, only four persons board at Dale Drive, but 145
people board at Sligo Creek Parkway near the proposed Manchester
Place Station.

To make way for a station platform at Dale Drive, MTA will widen Dale
for a length of 625 feet east of Dale, 2/3 of that from 47 feet to 70 feet
and 90 feet in width if there are two station platforms.

At and near the Wayne and Dale intersection will loom the threat of
rezoning our community of predominantly single family homes in favor of
more commercial development and higher density residential.

This is due to the county's policy of transit oriented development around
stations, a policy which MTA actually highlights and encourages in the
study.

Traffic at the intersection of Wayne and Dale will be worse since motor
vehicles going westbound on Wayne will not be permitted to turn left
onto Dale while a train is in the station. This will mean gridlock,
especially with two schools located right at the intersection of Wayne
and Dale.

There will be elevated noise from trains breaking at the Dale Station 20
times an hour with amplified announcements from the train at the station
during 3-hour peak periods.

After the release of a study, MTA released additional data demonstrating
that by taking medium investment light rail and then modifying it to
include a tunnel under the downtown and elimination of the station at
Dale and Fenton Street would not decrease ridership but actually would
increase ridership for the entire purple line by 2,100 riders.



There is no need for a station at Dale Drive and there is certainly not a
reason to not tunnel under Wayne Avenue. Thank you.



 - RECORD #839 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Stinson
Business Name : The Orthopaedic Center
Address : 13301 Signal Tree Lane
City : Potomac
State : MD
Zip Code : 20854
Email Address : stinson.jt@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Edgar Gonzales was recently quoted as saying, "In some areas, [bus

and light rail] are somewhat similar in nature, and then there is the issue
of the cost of the facilities...How much of that money will have to be
repaid by taxpayers of Montgomery County? If somebody else is paying,
given the difference between a VW and a Lamborghini, I mean, hey, I
know what I favor, but if I'm paying for it, other things are considered."

It's too bad Gonzalez is thinking about the project using this analogy. A
Lamborghini and a VW both get you from point A to point B, and except
in a drag race, in pretty much the same amount of time. Not so with the
bus versus light rail option. The light rail is faster, carries more people,
and would use its own right of way for big chunks of the route, avoiding a
lot of traffic. A better analogy would be, if the County builds a new
school, should they buy big yellow buses or little golf carts to transport
kids to school? Even if they're much slower and hold fewer students,
they cost less, so why not?

We need to build the purple line.  This is exactly the type of critical
infrastructure Maryland needs to incorporate as part of its smarter
growth strategy.  Buses are a bad solution to the problem of facilitating
long term economic growth and development.



 - RECORD #847 DETAIL
First Name : Susan
Last Name : Stinson
Business Name :
Address : 13301 Signal Tree Lane
City : Potomac
State : MD
Zip Code : 20854
Email Address : sstinson@suburbanhospital.org
Submission Content/Notes : I am very much in support of an at grade light rail purple line.  We must

think to the future and make public transportation widely available and
envirionmentally friendly.  The proposed new purple line is a first step in
this region.  The expense now will be realized in the near and distant
future.



 - RECORD #2319 DETAIL
First Name : Gary
Last Name : Stith
Business Name :
Address : 8105 Eastern Avenue, Apt. C202
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Stith_Gary.pdf (64 kb)





 - RECORD #1880 DETAIL
First Name : Robert and Barbra
Last Name : Stoddard
Business Name :
Address : 5104 Wilson Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : BSTODDRD@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

Two of the reasons we moved to Bethesda two years ago were: 1) to be
closer to the beautiful, vibrant, and culturally stimulating Bethesda Row
and 2) to be able to access the tranquil Crescent Trail more quickly and
easily. We fear that both of these lovely assets of our new neighborhood
are in danger of being destroyed.

We love biking the Trail because of  its serene natural beauty.  We look
forward to eating, shopping  and going to the movies downtown each
weekend.

We are appalled=2 0to read the Purple line environmental impact
statement that says it would:
Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy

Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow  bike lane along a transitway
Run trains about 10’  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions

Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance
We urge you to find a way to implement the Purple Line without
decimating the natural beauty of our park and downtown.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1843 DETAIL
First Name : Kurt
Last Name : Stolka
Business Name :
Address : 8750 georgia avenue
City : silver spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I would like to voice my support for the light rail option along the

georgetown branch alignment as well as a bus rapid transit route for
Georgia Avenue and Veirs Mill.



 - RECORD #378 DETAIL
First Name : Lori
Last Name : Stone
Business Name :
Address : 17019 Indian Grass Drive
City : Germantown
State : MD
Zip Code : 20874
Email Address : LORELI59@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Lori Stone
17019 Indian Grass Drive
3rd Floor
Germantown, MD 20874

301-351-5641



 - RECORD #1490 DETAIL
First Name : Paula
Last Name : Stone
Business Name :
Address :
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : PAULASTONE95@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

            And County Council Members

While I appreciate the need to relieve congestion in our region, I urge
you to reconsider the light rail proposal for the Purple Line. This proposal
is incompatible with protecting one of the environmental gems of our
area—the Capital Crescent Trail.  Given its unique forested and
continuous attributes, the Trail provides incalculable
benefits—recreational, health, social, community-building, aesthetic, and
ecological—which would be lost if this proposal is approved.  Large
swatches of forested land—which enticed many of us to move to the
county to begin with—have already been sacrificed in the county to
relieve congestion.  At what point will natural habitat destruction stop?  I
urge you to consider adding additional bus lines and more frequent bus
service and help preserve our quality of life so that we, and generations
to come, will be able to enjoy this precious natural resource, regardless
of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Sincerely,

Paula Stone

Bethesda, Maryland



 - RECORD #2593 DETAIL
First Name : Tali
Last Name : Stopak-Mathis
Business Name :
Address : 2705 Spencer Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : TALIBOB@STARPOWER.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3188 DETAIL
First Name : Sally C.
Last Name : Strain
Business Name :
Address : 5712 Sherier Place NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20016-5320
Email Address : seawalk@starpower.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Strain 35848.pdf (120 kb)







 - RECORD #441 DETAIL
First Name : Sharon
Last Name : Strauss
Business Name :
Address : 7905 Rocton Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : We live in a 3-generational household in Chevy Chase, built for or

family, and live only 3 houses off East West Highway. Through the
years, but especially in the last two decades, traffic has become
increasingly congested. Clogging up the 4 lanes of East West Highway
with more buses will not solve the problem, and there is no room to
expand 410. In fact, as daily Metrobus and Ride-On commuters, there
isn't even enough land to build a proper sidewalk (between Brookville
Road and Beach Drive). For years, we have worried that a careless
driver will make a fatal error, and on several occasions have been first
responders to traffic accidents, including bikes, motorcycles and even a
friend's car hit by a bus.

Although many of us are exchanging gas-guzzling SUVs and vans for
more fuel-efficient cars, many still shuttle children to school rather than
have them walk, ride bikes, or ride an early school bus.  My point is that
if people want to clear the roads through conservation, our own actions
have already demonstrated a rejection of this strategy, even though in
principle we all agree. I understand, we want our kids to have a few
extra winks, and we want the undisturbed beauty of the Crescent Trail.
We want the convenience of our cars too, and we don’t want “cut-
through” traffic on our streets, and have lobbied mightily to preserve our
neighborhoods.

But there is a price to be paid. I feel strongly that something is wrong
when we care more about our wants than the safety of others, or the fact
that our choices limit the options of others with fewer resources, who
then must endure longer and less-safe rides.

I don't believe my neighbors are xenophobic or elitists. Rather, I know
they are kind and generous to a fault, but I believe the vocal few
"NIMBYs" opposing the Purple Line are entirely wrong on this issue, and
urge you to move forward with its construction ASAP.

As a parent volunteer who organized “Walk-to-School Day” for many
years in our community, I just don’t believe our current routes are
sufficient to meet the growing traffic demands, no matter how many new
improvements could be made to our bus routes. To reduce traffic on
current arteries, we need more lanes, and the only additional East West
route that is truly feasible is the Purple Line.

Thank you for your efforts to construct it.

Sincerely,
Sharon Strauss



 - RECORD #1531 DETAIL
First Name : Paul Franklin
Last Name : Stregevsky
Business Name :
Address : 13 Selby Court
City : Poolesville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20837-2410
Email Address : PAUL.STREGEVSKY@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Though I don't live along the proposed Purple Line, I'm writing to add my

support for light rail. But I hope you don't base your decision on which
faction writes the most letters, or even the most impassioned letters.
Other regions have faced a similar choice. Some chose to build light rail;
others, to deploy rapid bus; others still, to do nothing. Among regions
that chose light rail, what percentage came to regret it? Among regions
that chose rapid bus service, what percentage now wish they'd invested
in light rail? Among regions that chose to wait till better times, how many
now say that that was a mistake?

I don't know the answers. But whatever they are, learning from their
experience should help you choose wisely.

Paul Franklin Stregevsky
paul.stregevsky@gmail.com
Home 301.349.5243

Work 202.254-5725
(301) 358-4967 Skype In (your phone to my PC; allows voicemail)
13 Selby Court
Poolesville, MD 20837-2410 USA

paulstregevsky on AIM
paul_613 on Yahoo messenger
paul.stregevsky.at.dhs on Google Talk
paul613 or paul.stregevsky@gmail.com on Skype
paul.stregevsky@verizon.net on Windows Live Messenger / MSN
Messenger



 - RECORD #1272 DETAIL
First Name : William
Last Name : Strein
Business Name :
Address : 522 Dartmouth Avenue
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : My name is William, W-I-L-L-I-A-M, Strein, S-T-R-E-I-N. I start by
apologizing for my poor handwriting. I live on Dartmouth Avenue, two
blocks off of Wayne. Our household is a member of both the SOECA
and Park Hills Association. If you can understand that, then you'll
understand neighborhood politics.

The eloquent remarks made by Senator Raskin and Council member
Erwin summarized much of my sentiments because I do come before
you to speak in favor of the light rail alternatives for the purple line.

I have no particular premium on either of the alternatives in that set or
for the difference between the station at Dale and Wayne versus Wayne,
I mean, Wayne and the other intersection, Mansfield.

I want to stress this. If the purple line were to be completed, according to
estimates it would be completed around 2015, we are not building this
for 2105, I believe we are really building this for 2025, 2035, 2045.

The purple line represents a vision not of what is but of what can be.
Part of that future I think is simply this. A speaker just referred to what
would get us out of our cars would be $9 a gallon of gas. I think he's
absolutely right.

But I think this temporary change is exactly that. We're going to be back
to very high oil prices. We are in fact past the world production in oil. We
are going to look - America that is not the - suburbs but something that
looks a good deal more like European cities.

The purple line is very much in that tradition. I certainly understand why
many of my neighbors favor a tunnel. It does have its advantages.

It also has some disadvantages. One of them obviously is cost. I believe
that the government at this point in time and for really the foreseeable
future is not going to be able to afford building Metro style expensive
systems whereas the current purple line alternatives represent some
reasonable alternatives to that.

We must however take mitigation factors into account, some of which
the MTA has proposed. I think others might be proposed. It would be
even stronger in terms of mitigation.

Some of my neighbors have spoke to the argument that the section of
the purple line in question along Wayne Avenue is one of the only
sections that are primarily residential as a street.

If one looks at the current let alone the projected traffic on Wayne
Avenue, I would argue that it's hard to argue that is currently primarily a
residential street. It in fact is now an urban boulevard, although poorly
maintained.

We have the opportunity to make it into a much nicer urban boulevard
with both mass transit, walkways, bikeways and aesthetics to boot.

We could make the mistake that Georgetown and other communities
made by rejecting mass transit previously. I think there is an opportunity
now to embrace the future and I believe our successors will thank us for
it. Thank you.



 - RECORD #1360 DETAIL
First Name : Ken
Last Name : Strickland
Business Name :
Address : 8811 Spring Valley Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Thanks. Good evening. My name is Ken Strickland. I live in the

community in the northwest quadrant of Connecticut Avenue and Jones
Bridge Road. First name is Ken, K-E-N, last name Strickland, S-T-R-I-C-
K-L-A-N-D.

Tonight I'd like to speak in opposition to any proposal to put bus rapid
transit or BRT on Jones Bridge Road. I'm sure we've had plenty of
debate about travel times and ridership projections and cost-
effectiveness. Instead, I'm going to tell you why the arguments for
putting buses on Jones Bridge Road are disingenuous. What supporters
of these buses have conveniently forgotten, some simple and
indisputable facts and why it's not a good idea to throw away about 10.5
million dollars of tax payers dollars that have already been spent.

It's crystal clear that the county purchased the Georgetown Branch right-
of-way in 1988 for 10.5 million dollars. It did sell because, as they quoted
in the report, it was intended to be used for public purposes, such as
conservation, recreation, transportation and utilities. Even then, almost
20 years ago, planners envisioned a double-trolley track with a
hiker/biker trail running alongside. Jones Bridge Road was never a part
of that plan.

The idea of bus rapid transit on our street wasn't born out of a heartfelt
desire to improve traffic congestion. I would argue it was born out of the
fear the trains would be in our opponent's back yard.

Let me be clear. I emphasize for the residents who have homes that
align that trail. I can imagine the conversations about plummeting
property values, about noise, about the image of a train passing behind
your back fence. But with all due respect, these plans have been on the
books for years. And I'd imagine and I would hope that when people who
bought those homes in the past 20 years knew what the ultimate plan
was for that area.

But people living on Jones Bridge Road, some of whom would likely
have to lose some of their property in order for this to work, they were
never given 20 years of notice that change was coming. They never had
an opportunity to decide whether or not to buy that home, as I suspect
many people who did who live along the trail. Is their quality of life as
important as, if not important as ours? Is the view from their backyard
not as important as the view from our front yard?

There are five viable transportation options along the Georgetown
Branch Trail. Some using buses, others using rail. But all these options
allow for the continued use of the trail. Maybe not as we like it to be, but
it would still exist. The plan to put buses on Jones Bridge Road was
never part of the Master Plan. To select Jones Bridge Road option over
the Georgetown Branch option would not only be to disregard 20 years
of planning but it'd be like throwing 10 million dollars in the back of a bus
that leads to nowhere. Thanks.



 - RECORD #3152 DETAIL
First Name : Edwin
Last Name : Stromberg
Business Name :
Address : 512 New York Ave.
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : edstromberg@email.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Stromberg 35698.pdf (108 kb)







 - RECORD #2375 DETAIL
First Name : Lindsay
Last Name : Stroud
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : LSTROUD@PERSEUSREALTYCAPITAL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I personally take advantage of the Capital Crescent Trail nearly every
weekend and many evenings weather permitting.  It is a true testament
to our community that in the midst of this busy metropolitan area, we
have such an amazing and unique stretch of land where neighbors and
community members can walk, ride, run and enjoy such a fantastic,
sheltered and well-preserved trail.  Do not destroy this please.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #221 DETAIL
First Name : sherrry
Last Name : stuesse
Business Name :
Address : 22 watchwater way
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20850
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I am very much in support of the light rail extension of the Purple line.  i

recently saw and used light rail in the city of Bordeaux, France and it
really is the way to go.  We need to work hard to extend quick and
affordable public rail transport throughout the DC area, from DC to
Dulles to BWI.  the purple line should be just the beginning!  I use Metro
as much as I can, but I must say that the bus system is no substitute for
subway and light rail with dedicated tracks, no stop lights, and limited
stops.



 - RECORD #1696 DETAIL
First Name : Chen-Wu
Last Name : Su
Business Name :
Address : 119 Pontiac Way
City : Gaithersburg
State : MD
Zip Code : 20878
Email Address : CHENWUSU@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.



 - RECORD #647 DETAIL
First Name : Michele
Last Name : Suddleson
Business Name :
Address :
City : Montgomery Village
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MSUDDLESON@APPANET.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : I’m writing to voice my support for a purple line light rail to connect

metro’s red, green and orange lines. Rockville to Silver spring and
College park.

 - Michele Suddleson, resident of Montgomery Village, Maryland.

Michele Suddleson

DEED Program Manager

1875 Connecticut Ave. NW, Suite 1200, Washington, DC 20009-5715

Direct: 202.467.2960; Fax: 202.467.2910; Cell: 202.731.1742

msuddleson@APPAnet.org



 - RECORD #1974 DETAIL
First Name : Kate
Last Name : Sugarman
Business Name :
Address : 6 Martha Ct.
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I Support building the Purple Line as Light Rail.
Attachments : Sugarman_Kate Comment Card.pdf (35 kb)





 - RECORD #258 DETAIL
First Name : keith
Last Name : sugarman
Business Name :
Address : 5101 River Road
City : bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support the purple line. It would be a shame if the purple line rail option

is blocked by the rich members of a country club because they want to
continue using the State's land for a private "restricted" golf course .



 - RECORD #493 DETAIL
First Name : keith
Last Name : sugarman
Business Name :
Address : 5101 river road
City : bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : keithsugarman@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I live on the Bethesda/ Chevy Chase border (20816). Please build this

line. An informal poll among my neighbors show we overwhelmingly
(95%) support the purple line along the capital crescent route. Only the
country club members and elite homeowners along the trail oppose the
line. We also know the well funded group called "save the trail" is not
interested in saving the trail just property values for a few elites and a
golf course for a private country club with a history of being restrictive.
The Town of Chevy Chase should be ashamed for joining this bigotry.



 - RECORD #1655 DETAIL
First Name : Keith
Last Name : Sugarman
Business Name :
Address : 5101 River Road #1712
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : keithsugarman@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am a resident and tax payer. I live in Bethesda in The Kenwood

Condominium. I can speak for myself and most of the 450 residents in
my building that we "whole-heartedly" support  a purpleline light rail
along the Capital Crescent trail. Many of my neighbors are senior
citizens who rely on public transporation to get anywhere. Their quality
of life will be greatly improved because a purple line train would connect
them to doctors and shopping in Silver Spring and the many
conferences, sporting and cultural events in  College Park without going
through the DC on the Redline or take a two hour metro bus along EW
Hwy. The only option we would like more would be a "hard rail" or
underground subway.



 - RECORD #1542 DETAIL
First Name : Kate
Last Name : Sugarman, MD
Business Name :
Address : 6 Martha Ct.
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : KATESUGARMAN@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : My entire family supports the purple line. We use public transit as often

as possible. We even chose to buy our house based on the fact that it is
walking distance from the Metro.

Thank you.

Kate Sugarman, MD

6 Martha Ct.
Rockville MD 20852



 - RECORD #913 DETAIL
First Name : Bill
Last Name : Suite II
Business Name :
Address : 5015 Newport Ave.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816-1695
Email Address : VSUITEL@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Purple Line ,

Purple Line Comments

To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Bill Suite ll
5015 Newport Ave.
Bethesda, MD 20816-1695
301-229-7441



 - RECORD #401 DETAIL
First Name : Andy
Last Name : Sullivan
Business Name :
Address : 711 Gist Ave
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : stickymcbiscuit@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr. Madden:

As a resident of East Silver Spring, I'd like to urge you to go with the light
rail option, rather than rapid-bus transit. This is a long-term investment
and it makes sense to build the system that will make the most sense 50
years from now. Please don't let a handful of golfers in Chevy Chase
dictate a less effective solution.
Closer to home, the "No Train on Wayne" naysayers also don't have
much of a case. Wayne Avenue is wide enough to handle both light rail
and auto traffic and makes the most amount of sense.
Thanks for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Andy Sullivan
Silver Spring



 - RECORD #2843 DETAIL
First Name : Katherine W.
Last Name : Sullivan
Business Name :
Address : 9632 Old Spring Road
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : kate.sullivan05@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I would like to add my name to those in opposition to

the proposed Purple Line as currently outlined.  Not
only will it destroy thousands of mature trees and
eliminate the tranquility and beauty of the Capitol
Crescent Trail, but more importantly it will squander
our badly needed transportation funds on a project
that will not even come close to solving traffic
congestion in Montgomery County.

With the FDA’s consolidation at White Oak (7,000+
employees), BRAC’s relocation of Walter Reed Army
Medical Center to Bethesda Naval Hospital campus
(2,200 employees plus an estimated doubling of
patients and visitors), the new White Flint Sector
Plan (adding 17,000 dwelling units and 1.8 million
square feet of office and retail space) and continued
development along Rockledge Drive and around
Montgomery Mall, the Bethesda-Rockville corridor is
poised to explode, resulting in a massive increase in
traffic problems which plans for light-rail—developed
decades ago—cannot address.

I will be happy to support a proposal that will
address our serious congestion, but I WILL NOT support
a “high-tech trolley”.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2612 DETAIL
First Name : Matthew K.
Last Name : Sullivan
Business Name :
Address : 9632 Old Spring Road
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : SULLIVAN@MLCLARKREALESTATE.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Please see the op-ed below I wrote for the Gazette in the fall that was
never published in the print edition.  I am against the light rail purple line
primarily for the following reasons 1) it does not connect major
employment centers in lower Montgomery County and 2) 80% of the
projected riders already use mass transit.

How can this make any sense to spend money on – in good economic
times or bad?  Let’s build a real metro that attracts new users and
connects places like FDA White Oak, Bethesda Naval, Rockledge Drive
and on to Tyson’s.

Sincerely,

Matthew K. Sullivan

9632 Old Spring Road

Kensington, MD 20895

In the coming weeks, the MTA will present its Environmental Impact
Statement on the Purple Line and Public hearings on the project will be
held in October and November.  The proposed Purple Line light-rail
system has been hailed by its proponents as the solution to the traffic
congestion choking roads around Montgomery and Prince George’s
Counties, which by almost all accounts, is anticipated to worsen
dramatically as the region continues to grow. Yet light-rail is, in many
ways, a nineteenth-century solution to a twenty-first century problem.

With the FDA’s consolidation at White Oak (7,000+ employees), BRAC’s
relocation of Walter Reed Army Medical Center to Bethesda Naval
Hospital campus (2,200 employees plus an estimated doubling of
patients and visitors), the new White Flint Sector Plan (adding 17,000
dwelling units and 1.8 million square feet of office and retail space) and
continued development along Rockledge Drive and around Montgomery
Mall, the Bethesda-Rockville corridor is poised to explode, resulting in a
massive increase in traffic problems which plans for light-
rail—developed decades ago—cannot address.

Nor does the Purple Line plan address the ultimately desirable regional
goal of linking Montgomery County with Tyson’s Corner and eventually
BWI, serving key locations along the way such as Strathmore, NIH,
downtown Silver Spring and College Park. It’s hard to see how a light-
rail line with frequent local stops—a high-tech trolley, when all is said
and done—will help alleviate existing congestion, much less meet
tomorrow’s needs.



Los Angeles’s light-rail system should serve as a warning: built at a cost
of $2.5 billion, it serves, generously estimated, 125,000 people a day
while running a deficit of $252 million per year. For that money, the city
could have purchased each of those 125,000 commuters a small car
and thrown in $2,100 worth of free gas apiece for good measure. While
some argue that congestion has been relieved and pollution reduced,
these gains are so small as to be negligible.

In no city in the U.S. is light-rail usage greater than 1.2% of travel. In
Boston, which has the country’s highest light-rail ridership, every route
carries about 10,000 passenger-miles per day. However, the average
lane of freeway in the top fifty urban areas in the U.S. carries over
26,000 passenger-miles daily. So even if our system were twice as
successful as the most successful system ever built, it still would be only
80% as efficient as simply adding a lane to the Beltway.

Perhaps most important, the State’s project manager (referenced in a
May 30th 2008 Washington Post article) makes clear that relieving
congestion was not one of the project’s primary objectives.  In fact,
according to the State’s study, 80% of the projected 68,000 daily riders
already take transit. Further, because daily ridership figures count
roundtrips as two daily boardings, the 13,600 trips by new riders actually
represents 6,800 people who will come off the roads onto transit.  Are
we really only talking about 6,800 new users?  That’s about a third of a
sold out Terps game at the Comcast Center (17,950).  It’s hard to see
how that makes the Purple Line a viable mass transit project by any
measure.

There is no question that public transit should play an important role
moving forward, but the better long-term solution for our area is
immediate road construction combined with the addition of a new, radial
underground line to Washington’s proven and highly-successful Metro
system. Money is always the problem, but there are ways to make
construction cost-efficient and creatively fund this vital work. Perhaps
such a heavy-rail line could be built under the Beltway to keep land costs
down, perhaps development rights above station stops could be
auctioned in exchange for capital revenue or perhaps voters could be
told, honestly and directly, “it’s going to be painful and expensive, but it
will work—are you in?” We might all be surprised by just how many
people will have the foresight to sign on—just like they did when the Red
Line was the suburban pioneer of the Metro system.



 - RECORD #253 DETAIL
First Name : matthew
Last Name : sullivan
Business Name :
Address : 9632 Old Spring Road
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : All Aboard for the Rail Truth
Matthew K. Sullivan,
9632 Old Spring Road
Kensington, MD 20895

In the coming weeks, the MTA will present its Environmental Impact
Statement on the Purple Line and Public hearings on the project will be
held in October and November.  The proposed Purple Line light-rail
system has been hailed by its proponents as the solution to the traffic
congestion choking roads around Montgomery and Prince George’s
Counties, which by almost all accounts, is anticipated to worsen
dramatically as the region continues to grow. Yet light-rail is, in many
ways, a nineteenth-century solution to a twenty-first century problem.

With the FDA’s consolidation at White Oak (7,000+ employees), BRAC’s
relocation of Walter Reed Army Medical Center to Bethesda Naval
Hospital campus (2,200 employees plus an estimated doubling of
patients and visitors), the new White Flint Sector Plan (adding 17,000
dwelling units and 1.8 million square feet of office and retail space) and
continued development along Rockledge Drive and around Montgomery
Mall, the Bethesda-Rockville corridor is poised to explode, resulting in a
massive increase in traffic problems which plans for light-
rail—developed decades ago—cannot address.

Nor does the Purple Line plan address the ultimately desirable regional
goal of linking Montgomery County with Tyson’s Corner and eventually
BWI, serving key locations along the way such as Strathmore, NIH,
downtown Silver Spring and College Park. It’s hard to see how a light-
rail line with frequent local stops—a high-tech trolley, when all is said
and done—will help alleviate existing congestion, much less meet
tomorrow’s needs.

Los Angeles’s light-rail system should serve as a warning: built at a cost
of $2.5 billion, it serves, generously estimated, 125,000 people a day
while running a deficit of $252 million per year. For that money, the city
could have purchased each of those 125,000 commuters a small car
and thrown in $2,100 worth of free gas apiece for good measure. While
some argue that congestion has been relieved and pollution reduced,
these gains are so small as to be negligible.

In no city in the U.S. is light-rail usage greater than 1.2% of travel. In
Boston, which has the country’s highest light-rail ridership, every route
carries about 10,000 passenger-miles per day. However, the average
lane of freeway in the top fifty urban areas in the U.S. carries over
26,000 passenger-miles daily. So even if our system were twice as
successful as the most successful system ever built, it still would be only
80% as efficient as simply adding a lane to the Beltway.

Perhaps most important, the State’s project manager (referenced in a
May 30th 2008 Washington Post article) makes clear that relieving
congestion was not one of the project’s primary objectives.  In fact,
according to the State’s study, 80% of the projected 68,000 daily riders
already take transit. Further, because daily ridership figures count
roundtrips as two daily boardings, the 13,600 trips by new riders actually
represents 6,800 people who will come off the roads onto transit.  Are
we really only talking about 6,800 new users?  That’s about a third of a
sold out Terps game at the Comcast Center (17,950).  It’s hard to see
how that makes the Purple Line a viable mass transit project by any
measure.

There is no question that public transit should play an important role
moving forward, but the better long-term solution for our area is



immediate road construction combined with the addition of a new, radial
underground line to Washington’s proven and highly-successful Metro
system. Money is always the problem, but there are ways to make
construction cost-efficient and creatively fund this vital work. Perhaps
such a heavy-rail line could be built under the Beltway to keep land costs
down, perhaps development rights above station stops could be
auctioned in exchange for capital revenue or perhaps voters could be
told, honestly and directly, “it’s going to be painful and expensive, but it
will work—are you in?” We might all be surprised by just how many
people will have the foresight to sign on—just like they did when the Red
Line was the suburban pioneer of the Metro system.



 - RECORD #1406 DETAIL
First Name : R.
Last Name : Sullivan
Business Name :
Address : 2801 Blue Spruce Lane
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906-3167
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. Save the Capital Crescent

Trail.
Attachments : Comment Card. R. Sullivan.pdf (14 kb)





 - RECORD #1022 DETAIL
First Name : Anne E.
Last Name : Sumner
Business Name :
Address : 4821 Montgomery Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : AESUMNER@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

[NOTE: HERE YOU CAN DESCRIBE HOW YOU USE THE CAPITAL
CRESCENT TRAIL WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY, AND WHY THE
TRAIL IS IMPORTANT TO THE COMMUNITY,  THE REGION, AND
THE ENVIRONMENT.]

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is  enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters.  Trai l users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility, safety, and natural beauty.  It is
irreplaceable.

And yet, the recent Purple Line Environmental Impact Statement
confirms that the Purple Line between Bethesda and Silver Spring will:

Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy -- 17
acres of trees

Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow  bike lane along a transitway
Run trains about 10’  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions

Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance
Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Anne E. Sumner
4821 Montgomery Lane
Bethesda, MD 20814



 - RECORD #2586 DETAIL
First Name : Rebekah
Last Name : Sundin
Business Name :
Address : 4304 Lynbrook Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : RSUNDIN@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews

My family has lived in the DC/MD region for almost five years in several
different locations. Yet we have always enjoyed using the Capital
Crescent Trail! All year round we take advantage of the wonderful
weather in DC/MD and beautiful green space to spend a majority of our
weekends in a pleasant routine making use of the wonderful Capital
Crescent Trail. We discovered the trail when we first moved to the region
in 2004. Then we lived in Friendship Heights (4620 N. Park Ave, Chevy
Chase, MD 20815). I found walking along the trail with my son in the
stroller to be a pleasant daily routine. In 2007 we moved closer to
Bethesda (our house only one block from the trail!) and now take my two
young children (4-year old Alexander and 2-year old Anais Rose) to ride
their bike and tricycle along the Crescent trail, stopping along the way at
the various parks almost every weekend! We really appreciate the Trail
as it is safe from traffic, full of green space and parks and always full of
pleasant neighbors of all ages.

Please preserve the  Capital Crescent Trail as a wonderful, irreplaceable
asset that brings so much pleasure to so many families.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #291 DETAIL
First Name : Frances
Last Name : Sussman
Business Name :
Address : 515 Mansfield Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Frances Sussman, and I live at 515 Mansfield Road in Silver

Spring.

My statement has two parts: first, a statement about the need for
improved public transit in Montgomery County and the nature of that
improvement and second, a statement about the adverse impacts of the
proposed systems of above ground rapid transit.

First, I strongly believe that we need an improved system of public
transportation in Montgomery County, including developing cross-county
linkages between Bethesda and Langley Park.  Wait times of 30
minutes, such as we currently have in many locations at many times of
the day, complex connections to travel east-west, and a bus system that
relies on feeding central metro stations, are not serving the needs of the
community.

Improvements in bus service—meaning more frequent service on
existing routes, new routes to follow established commuting and travel
patterns, and express service for longer distance trips—are a cost-
effective means of producing those needed improvements.  Frequent,
reliable, and comprehensive bus service allows commuters and travelers
with  divesre travel plans to reach their destinations by the most direct
route possible, and has the least environmental impact, per trip, of any
form of transit. Particularly in difficult economic times, such bus service
is preferred to the more expensive rapid transit options being
considered, which will also have lengthy planning and implementation
periods, further delaying needed improvements in service.

Second, I believe that it is not in the interests of this community to have
an above ground rapid transit system put in place.  Such a system will
adversely impact the neighborhood and our local schools, Sligo Creek
Elementary School and Silver Spring International Middle School. The
system will result in the loss of access to parking lots used for the local
schools, more dangerous intersections and crossing for school children
(many of whom have to cross when guards are not there), and increased
traffic in an area that is already becoming congested.  In addition, above
ground transit will require widening Wayne Avenue and and the loss of
portions of front yards.  Increased noise, particularly at intersections and
stations, the unsightly nature of electrical wires for a transit system, and
other features of rapid transit are not only unpleasant, but directly at
odds with the nature and chracteristics of our neighborhood.

In conclusion, I strongly believe that, in the interests of the community,
the MTA should focus on improved bus service, rather than rapid transit.
I also urge MTA not to consider any Purple line transit option that
involves constructing either surface bus rapid transit or light rail transit,
and that is above ground below Sligo Creek Parkway.



 - RECORD #1311 DETAIL
First Name : Frances
Last Name : Sussman
Business Name :
Address : 515 Mansfield Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20911
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : My name is Frances Sussman, F-R-A-N-C-E-S, S-U-S-S-M-A-N. I live at
515 Mansfield Road in Silver Spring. Zip code is 20911.

My statement has two parts. First the statement for the need for
improved public transit in Montgomery County and the nature of that
improvement, and second a statement about the adverse impact of the
proposed system of above ground rapid transit.

First, I strongly believe that we need to improve public transportation in
Montgomery County, including developing cross county linkages
between Bethesda and Langley Park.

Wait times of 30 minutes such as we currently have in many locations at
many times of the day, complex connections to travel east/west and a
bus system that allows (inaudible) Metro stations are not serving the
needs of the community.

Improvements in bus service, meaning more frequent service on existing
roads (inaudible) need to follow established commuting and travel
patterns and express service for longer distance trips are a cost effective
means of producing those needed improvements.

Frequent, reliable and comprehensive bus service allows commuters
and travelers with diverse travel plans to reach their destinations by the
most direct route possible and has the least environmental impact per
trip of any form of transit, particularly in difficult economic times such bus
service is preferred to the more expensive rapid transit options being
considered which will also have lengthy planning and implementation
periods, further delaying improvements in service.

Second, I believe that it is not in the interest of this community to have
an above- ground rapid transit system put in place. Such a system will
adversely impact the neighborhood and our local school like Oak Creek
Elementary School and Silver Spring International Middle School.

The system will result in a loss of access. The parking lots used for the
local schools - dangerous intersections and crossings for school
children, many of whom have to cross when the guards are not there,
and increased traffic in an area that is already becoming congested.

In addition, above ground transit will require widening Wayne Avenue
and the loss of portions of front yards. Increased noise, particularly at
intersections and stations, the unsightly nature of electrical wires for a
transit system and other features of rapid transit are not only unpleasant
but directly at odds with the nature of our neighborhood.

In conclusion, I strongly believe that in the interest of the community, the
MTA should focus on improved bus service rather than rapid transit. I
also urge MTA not to consider any purple line transit option that involves
constructing either surface bus rapid transit or light rail transit that is
above ground below Sligo Creek Parkway.



 - RECORD #1689 DETAIL
First Name : Fran
Last Name : Sussman, Ph.D.
Business Name : ICF International and Environmental Economics Consulting
Address : 515 Mansfield Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : guterman-sussman@starpower.net
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly believe that we need an improved system of public

transportation in Montgomery County, including developing cross-county
linkages between Bethesda and Langley Park.  Wait times of 30
minutes, such as we currently have in many locations at many times of
the day, complex connections to travel east-west, and a bus system that
relies on feeding central metro stations, are not serving the needs of the
community.

My preference is for improvements in bus service—meaning more
frequent service on existing routes, new routes to follow established
commuting and travel patterns, and express service for longer distance
trips. Such improvements are the most cost-effective, sustainable, and
environmentally benign means of producing those needed
improvements.  Particularly in difficult economic times, such bus service
is preferred to the more expensive rapid transit options being
considered, which will also have lengthy planning and implementation
periods, further delaying needed improvements in service.

If--as seems to be the case--improvements in our current system is not
on the table, then I am in favor of a purple line--either light rail or BRT--
through my community of Silver Spring, only if it is tunneled under
downtown Silver Spring and a half mile of Wayne Avenue from Cedar
Street to Mansfield Road.  This will reduce adverse impacts on traffic
(already an issue).

I urge the MTA to perform a comprehensive AA/DEIS before making
these decisions, and to take the viewpoints of the community into
account in doing so.

Thank you,



 - RECORD #16 DETAIL
First Name : Allan
Last Name : Sutter
Business Name :
Address : 107 E Wayne Ave
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : jsutter@rcn.com
Submission Content/Notes : Hi there,

Is there a neighborhood meeting scheduled for Oak View ES (400
Wayne Ave, SS) tomorrow night (10/16) at 7:00 PM?

Thanks



 - RECORD #2200 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Svec
Business Name :
Address : 1850 K Street, NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20006
Email Address : MICHAEL.R.SVEC@SMITHBARNEY.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,

ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3173 DETAIL
First Name : John M.
Last Name : Swagart Jr.
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : george.basiliko@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Swagart 35737.pdf (97 kb)







 - RECORD #455 DETAIL
First Name : Tom
Last Name : Swanson
Business Name : TJSwanson Company
Address : 10408 Buckboard Place
City : Potomac
State : MD
Zip Code : 20854
Email Address : TOM@TJSWANSON.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Members:

I attended the November 18th hearing in Chevy Chase about the Purple
Line.  I had wanted to comment, but priority was given for state and
public officials to speak first, and I could not stay.

First, I think it is a disgrace that many supporters of the Purple Line
position the line as a “green” alternative, yet they fail to mention the
environmental impact of the destruction of thousands of mature trees.
Amazingly hypocritical.

Second, I felt it was disingenuous on your part to have pictures/drawings
of the Purple Line displayed, yet you failed to show pictures/drawings of
how the Line will look running next to the trail, especially at the Chevy
Chase hearing where the line will impact the trail most!   You fail to
mention the noise, wind, vibration and environmental impact of running
or walking next to a high speed train flying past you at high speed every
3 minutes.   Your entire team should be forced to walk or run the trail
every morning and evening for two weeks to appreciate the rare beauty
you will be destroying.

Third, The Purple Line light rail alternative was designed way before the
BRAC relocation of thousands of jobs to Bethesda Navy Med.  Failure to
plan for the traffic and commuting requirements of thousands of jobs is
planning to fail.

No one is disputing the need for more public transportation.  In my
opinion, we need our politicians to step up and fight for right alternative:
put the Purple Line underground and make it part of the metro system.
The national capital area is a special area in the country where the
impact of federal government decisions like BRAC on local
infrastructure, facilities and congestion is unique.  We deserve to be
exempted from federal transportation requirements and thus get the
special funding to “do things right”.  Can you imagine if planners had
taken the cheap way out back in the 60’s/70’s and put Metro above
ground?   Our city would look like Chicago with elevated trains running
everywhere.

Don’t take the cheap way out.  Put buses in for the short term, and fight
for the funding to do the job right and put the Purple Line underground
where it belongs as part of Metro.

Regards,

Tom Swanson



President

TJSwanson. Co.

10408 Buckboard Place

Potomac, Maryland 20854

Phone:  (301) 983-5336

Cell:     (301) 332-2640
www.tjswanson.com

tom@tjswanson.com



 - RECORD #1917 DETAIL
First Name : Tom
Last Name : Swanson
Business Name :
Address : 10408 Buckboard Place
City : Potomac
State : MD
Zip Code : 20854
Email Address : TJSWANSON@YAHOO.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Government Officials:

I was deeply disappointed at the narrow-minded recommendation of the
Planning Board to support a Light Rail option on the Capital Crescent
Trail.  I attended the hearing in Chevy Chase, and found the meeting
disingenuous at best.  Not only did the hearing operators stack the
speakers up front with their own proponents, but they also failed to show
the drawings of how the trail will look with the Purple Line running right
next to it.   I also love how the proponents show the cost of the Purple
Line in “2007 dollars”, not current cost estimates.  I guess they are afraid
that with current 2009 cost estimates, the line won’t make economic
sense.

A trail running next to a high speed rail sounds like a great idea in a
cubicle in some planning room.  But to a trail user like me, destroying the
intimate setting of the Capital Crescent Trail by removing thousands of
old growth trees for the noise and wind of a train running by you every 3
minutes makes no sense!  It is foolish and unsafe.

No one disputes that additional transportation options are needed in the
Metro area.  However, I believe that you officials need to step up and
demand that the line be built the right way, underground connected to
the Metro.   Imagine if the Metro planners in the 1960’s had the same
“cheap solution” vision that current officials do, we’d have downtown
Washington looking like Chicago’s Loop.    Further back,  we’d have a
freeway where the beautiful C&O Canal is today.

The Obama administration plans for Infrastructure spending presents a
unique opportunity to solicit special consideration and funding to do the
job properly.   The Washington area deserves special consideration,
given the impact of Base Closings and other Federal decisions on our
infrastructure.

Please show the leadership we elected you to do:  fight for the dollars to
do the project the right way, not the cheap way.  Tip O’Neil got “The Big
Dig” done for Boston.  We need you to do it for us.  This is a 100 year
infrastructure decision.

Thank you.



 - RECORD #2582 DETAIL
First Name : Tom
Last Name : Swanson
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : TJSWANSON@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Government Officials:

As a follow-up to my previous email, I just returned from Cleveland
where they have new dedicated bus lanes in downtown Cleveland.  I
would encourage you to review what Cleveland has done.  Rather than
run the old electric cars with the overhead wires from the 1950’s on city
streets, they put in dedicated bus lanes with the new double buses.  The
buses have special lanes, preferred lights at intersections, are very fast
and inexpensive.  It is NOT like running regular buses.  This is a far
more cost effective way to gain additional transit, that would be fast and
inexpensive.

I believe the planners have a hidden agenda funded by developers to
get light rail development at rail stations.  New buses with dedicated
lanes are the most cost effective transit that would enable including the
increased traffic from Bethesda Navy Med.

Please consider the buses as an alternative to a Purple Line Metro
underground (the right way) or light rail which destroys the Capital
Crescent Trail.

Thank you.



 - RECORD #2440 DETAIL
First Name : Kristine
Last Name : Sweeney
Business Name :
Address : 4805 Jamestown Rd.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : KRISTINESWEENEY3@ME.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O' Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews

We have a family tradition that takes place on Sunday. We either walk or
ride our bikes along the trail to Conn. Ave where we stop and enjoy
bagels, coffee or beverage at Einstein Brothers. We mark the passing of
time as the scenery changes along the trail from lush springtime green
to bare branches against the winter sky.  Over the last few years, the
Trail has become an important part of our lives.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers - of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities - use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small
children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in
training, and daily commuters.  Trail users come from all around the
region.

The trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty.  If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks.  This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central
Park"- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this
natural resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes
place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #559 DETAIL
First Name : Molly E.
Last Name : Sweeney
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MESWEENEY@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor Martin O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff,

         County Executive Isiah Leggett,

         Chairman Royce Hanson,

         Council President Mike Knapp,

I am a trail walker, runner, biker, and love to take my dog on this areas
beautiful trails.  Please don't destroy this space with a metro line.

Sincerely,

Molly E. Sweeney



 - RECORD #2326 DETAIL
First Name : Evelyn
Last Name : Sweet
Business Name :
Address : 5201 Battery Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : ESWEET0709@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2124 DETAIL
First Name : Dina
Last Name : Sykes
Business Name :
Address : 57-D Ridge Road
City : Greenbelt
State : MD
Zip Code : 20770
Email Address : mindmagic@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : Desparately want and need the Purple Line!  Reasons:

1.  Reduce traffic congestion on 495.

2.  Reduce commuter rail time from the end of one line to the end of
another (EXCEPT blue and yellow).

3.  Energy efficient and environmentally responsive.

4.  Increase Metro usage by increasing convenience.

Would like to see Purple Line "beltway" around the entire Metro system.

Thanks!



 - RECORD #2121 DETAIL
First Name : Joanna & Roman
Last Name : Sznajder
Business Name :
Address : 6704 Martindale Court
City : Bowie
State : MD
Zip Code : 20720
Email Address : jsznajder@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : We are in a strong support of Metro Green Line. It will be of great help

for commuting people from Prince George's and Montgomery Counties.



 - RECORD #3179 DETAIL
First Name : Joanna
Last Name : Sznajder
Business Name :
Address : 6704 Martindale Court
City : Bowie
State : MD
Zip Code : 20720
Email Address : jsznajder@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Sznajder 35773.pdf (108 kb)







 - RECORD #243 DETAIL
First Name : Vicki King
Last Name : Taitano
Business Name :
Address : 8419 Queen Annes Dr.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : VICKIEKING@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Hello,

         I am writing to express my strong support for the completion of
the light rail purple line project.

I am a Silver Spring resident, who lives on Queen Annes Drive near the
intersection of Dale Drive and Wayne Avenue. The purple line is a much
needed link in a regional transportation system. I live in Silver
Spring and work in Riverdale, which is along the proposed route. Our
family often shops in Bethesda, and many many people who work along
the
proposed Purple Line route live in the New Carrollton, Riverdale,
College Park and Langley Park areas and need fast reliable
transportation to jobs in Silver Spring and Bethesda. The existing
model of lines from the suburbs into the city must be expanded as
people live, work and travel throughout the region on a daily basis.
Because travel time is best with light rail and light rail is more
attractive and energy efficient than bus rapid transit, I support the
project being light rail.

  In my neighborhood, as thousands of new condominium units are being
built, there will be increased traffic and a need to travel quickly
 from condos in Silver Spring to jobs in Bethesda, from homes in Prince
Georges County to jobs in Montgomery County and vice versa. In my
case
travel by public transportation from my home in Silver Spring to my job
in Riverdale takes an hour. A Purple Line would cut that travel time
down considerably and encourage me to leave my car at home more
often.

  Traffic along University boulevard between Silver Spring and College
Park is very heavy as is traffic from Silver Spring to Bethesda. As
population increases, the traffic problem promises to become worse.
Fast efficient transit is an answer to the inevitable increase in
traffic.

  There is some vocal opposition in my neighborhood to an above
ground
train on Wayne Ave. Most of the opposition seems to be concerned with
possible rezoning and development of residential areas and a fear that
nearby residential streets will become congested with cut through
traffic. These problems should be addressed, but they should not be
excuses to stop this much needed regional transportation link.

Sincerely,

Vicki King Taitano
8419 Queen Annes Dr.
Silver Spring MD 20910
301-585-5235



 - RECORD #2419 DETAIL
First Name : Barbara
Last Name : Talbot
Business Name :
Address : 3818 Woodbine Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : BARBARATALBOT@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews

       At least four times a week ,my friends and I use and enjoy the trail
for  walking and exercise. We live in the Chevy Chase neighborhood and
do not have to get in a car to find a safe and beautiful place to walk. We
are surrounded by traffic and large buildings but can easily forget this as
we enjoy the trees and park like setting. It is a very important part of our
community.The trees that would be destroyed by the purple line are
irreplaceable. Walking and riding bikes alo ng a trail 10 feet from a rail
line does not in anyway replicate the trail as it is now.  We are taxed
heavily for the privilege of living in this community and losing this
significant feature would make living in this area far less attractive. This
trail is used for recreation by people from all over the region providing
access to both Bethesda and Georgetown as well as Rock Creek Park.
The purple line can surely find a better route which will not destroy one
of the real jewels of the area.



 - RECORD #2349 DETAIL
First Name : Jay
Last Name : Talbott
Business Name :
Address : 315 Whitestone Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : JAY.TALBOTT@WACHOVIASEC.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Please save the Trail Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Green space or

better yet read "Silent Spring" by Rachel Carson who grew up on the
Trail.

Dear Governor Martin O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff,
County Executive Ike Leggett, Chairman Dr. Royce Hanson, and Council
President Phil Andrews,

Growing up in the area where the proposed Purple Line has always
been the Trail, I remember the lumbering freight trains and how they
would interrupt the play of my friends and I who enjoyed playing in the
“wild” area of our “city”.  There wasn’t too many wilderness areas in the
Chevy Chase to Silver Spring corridor but my cohorts and I enjoyed are
adventures which I recall a lot more fondly then the video arcades some
of our classmates populated.

More recently my own children, 8 and 6 year-old outdoor enthusiasts,
enjoyed a more recent adventure into the trail or “wild” when our family
was able to pedal our bikes from our home in Silver Spring to their
grandparent’s home in Chevy Chase. We were able to experience the
fragile and beautiful oasis and after a quick visit to the Audubon
sanctuary, Cecelia and John were thrilled to see the “wild” where we
used to build mountain bike jumps and play Cowboys and Indians.

What I’d like to impress upon this group of leaders making the decision
for either the Trail or the Purple Line is that the Trail needs to be
experienced to fully understand the beauty and the enjoyment that this
area provides to our community. I’d like you to know that this Trail
provided us a wonder chance to marvel at the wondrous beauty in our
backyard.

If failing that I’d also like to point out that Rachel Carson author of the
“Silent Spring”, lived and wrote this book from her home in Silver Spring.
In it she was concerned about what would happen and what was been
correctly and sadly predicted to happen concerning the wildlife in our
region.  The silent that the title of the book refers to is about the lack of
birds after their environment was irrevocably damaged.  My wife couldn’t
believe the “voices” of the birds and the other animals that inhabited the
Trail. I enjoyed sharing the “wild” with my “city” children. Yes, we had to
drive our car with the bicycles to the start of the ride. It would have been
to dangerous to ride there. But it was nice to know there was still an area
they could bicycle and explore several miles of the Trail without too
much concern for vehicle traffic safety.

I hope you will get a chance to go down the Trail and see how important
it is to our lives and the future of our ever-expanding over-developed
environment. Especially before this “wild” area becomes silent to the
birds and becomes another reason why our children and possibly their
children will only know of a silent “city”,



 - RECORD #2445 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Talbott
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JOHN.D.TALBOTT@WACHOVIASEC.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor Martin O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff
         County Executive Ike Leggett,
         Chairman Dr. Royce Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

My wife Ellen and I grew up in this area where the proposed Purple Line
is being considered. Last month we enjoyed having our grandchildren
ride their bikes over to our house in Chevy Chase using the Trail.

I hope you can keep the Trail open and provide the Silver Spring to
Bethesda an oasis of environmental and recreational area for our
grandchildren and their grandchildren.



 - RECORD #1694 DETAIL
First Name : John R.
Last Name : Talone
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JOHNTALONE@JUNO.COM



Submission Content/Notes : To whom it may concern,

I have lived in the Seven Oaks Neighborhood most of my life (40 plus
years) and just when I think I have seen the most stupid idea come
along
from people with the purse strings, you wonderful folks in the county and
state government come up with another brain fart.  I live about two
blocks from the Purple line and here are some of my comments to you.
If
you are really willing to put that damn thing down Wayne Avenue you
should just purchase all the homes along that route since it will
gridlock through this area.  This same  area of Wayne Avenue you all
decided 3 years ago was as you put it "underutilized" and you were
going
to shrink it. Now you want it to look like Colesville Rd in size.  On top
of this  the MTA has audacity to state that  they realize the Purple Line
isn't going to help to get cars off the roads during rush hour but they
are trying to get people running errands off the road.  My God, can you
say "CAN'T SEE THE FOREST FOR THE TREES!) this is ridiculous!
Spend
Billions of dollars for something that  won't really help traffic only in
America can this happen. If you have the need to build this  damn thing
in put it underground  as SOECA recommended.   I don't think this is the
real answer but since I will live within 2 block of your "WHITE
ELEPHANT
BRAIN FART"   I would rather have it underground.

Here are my thoughts on this matter of the Purple line.

Put the purple line farther out this way it you don't get the users of
this mass transit system to commute towards the Beltway and Silver
Spring
with the folks using their cars to get to work. The folks from Silver
Spring  who will use the Purple Line will be going against the normal
Commuter flow and not adding to the typical "funneling effect" of rush
hour.

The other item is that the Purple line should be extended to the high
tech corridor near Dulles.  This would allow some people not to get into
their cars and take a train.

I guess this is one of those projects that you may need to try a couple
times before you get it right. It reminds me  of the multiple times you
built a large parking garage in downtown Silver Spring before you got it
right.  My thoughts is that since the federal money is there spend it and
then we will fix any issues that arise with putting it down Wayne Avenue.
  It is just like how Montgomery County is "GREEN" while they destroy
health mature trees in downtown Silver Spring based on "PROGRESS".
Hell
you can't even keep the basic necessities fixed why trust you on this
project.

BURY THE DAMN THING DOWN WAYNE AND LET US ENJOY OUR
SEMI QUIET
NEIGHBORHOOD!!!!

The "Progressive" mind set of our County Counsel and the State
parasites
that run our state is mind boggling.   I am so disgusted with your



politics I feel that moving out of this state is in order.  BY THE WAY I
AM A DEMOCRAT.  I WANT SOME MORE REPUBLICANS IN THE
STATE CONGRESS SO AS
TO STOP YOU PROGRESSIVES FROM SPENDING MONEY!



 - RECORD #2469 DETAIL
First Name : Maleda
Last Name : Tate
Business Name :
Address : 206 WAYNE AVENUE
City : SILVER SPRING
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MELEDA2@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : I HAVE BEEN A HOMEOWNER AT 206 WAYNE AVENUE IN SILVER

SPRING SINCE JULY 1971 PRIMARILY BECAUSE OF EASY ACCESS
TO BUS STOPS FOR TRANSPORTATION TO WORK IN D.C.:   FIRST
AS A NEWLY WED AND CURRENTLY AS A DISABLED-RETIRED('96)
NON-DRIVING SINGLE SENIOR CITIZEN LIVING WITH MY 90 YEAR-
OLD MOTHER. A FEW OF THE REASONS I SUPPORT" NO BUILD":
STREET WIDENING WITH THE POSSIBLE REMOVAL OF
SIDEWALKS  THE ORIGINAL HOMEOWNERS FOUGHT FOR
BECAUSE OF SAFETY REASONS;THE WIDER THE STREETS THE
MORE DIFFICULT IT IS TO WALK ACROSS SAFELY;CURRENT BUS
STOPS WILL BE REMOVED MAKING ACCESS IMPOSSIBLE
BECAUSE OF THE DISTANCE; I FIRMLY BELIEVE PROJECTED
RIDERSHIP IS INFLATED;THEREFORE, I FEEL IT IS NOT COST-
EFFECTIVE TO GO FORTH WITH THE PURPLE LINE--ESPECIALLY
WITH THE STATE'S DEFICIT.  MALEDA TATE COX



 - RECORD #1258 DETAIL
First Name : Betsy
Last Name : Taylor
Business Name :
Address : 8214 Cedar Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Betsy Taylor, B-E-T-S-Y, T-A-Y-L-O-R. I ran for Montgomery County
Council in 1990 and 1994 and have been active in issues such as
Master plans for the Silver Spring - in Silver Spring in working to
revitalize downtown Silver Spring.

I have always supported and testified in favor of the 4-mile Georgetown
Branch trolley between Bethesda and Silver Spring which would not
disrupt communities since it is on an existing off street right-of-way and
could coexist with the nearby Capital Crescent Trail.

I continue to support LRT between Bethesda and Silver Spring and I
would support a modified version of a high option LRT from Silver Spring
to approximately Manchester Road.

My proposed modification would minimize disruption of traffic in the
Silver Spring CBD and its adjacent residential communities of East
Silver Spring and Seven Oaks and Evanswood by deep tunneling from
Silver Spring Avenue west of Georgia Avenue to approximately Wayne
and Mansfield Road.

My address is 8214 Cedar Street. I live one block from Wayne and
Cedar, where the unmodified version high option LRT tunnel would
emerge after going underground at Silver Spring Avenue west of
Georgia Avenue.

I strongly urge that the modification of the high option LRT I propose be
studied and implemented.

By emerging at Mansfield Road instead of Cedar, the LRT could still go
over Sligo Creek Parkway and have the first station after the Silver
Spring Transit Center be at Manchester Road and Wayne, not Dale and
Wayne.

The topography of Wayne Avenue makes this proposal much more
sensible from the point of view of ORT vehicles difficulty going up and
down steep gradients.

Cedar Street is much higher than Mansfield Road. Also, this modified
proposal is much better from the point of view of the safety of students,
parents and bus drivers at Silver Spring International Middle School and
Sligo Creek Elementary School which both occupy the old Lare High
School and would be greatly impacted by the complex traffic situation
which would be caused by a station at Dale Drive.

There are a few apartment buildings near the proposed Dale Drive
station and there will not be much opportunity for people to drive and
park at Dale Drive Station because of permit parking requirements in all
of the neighboring streets.

Some people could walk to the Dale Drive Station, but most of them
could also walk to the downtown transit center just as well.

I do not support the medium option LRT alternative between the transit
center and Manchester Road. ORT on grade in downtown Silver Spring
will add to traffic congestion and increase safety concerns for
pedestrians as well as increasing parking problems by reducing parking
on Wayne.

We do not need a stop at the new library since the transit center is within
easy walking distance. I believe that my proposed modification will
reduce travel time between the transit center and the stop at Manchester
Road by avoiding two unnecessary stops at Dale and the library and



avoiding traffic congestion and the steep gradient on Wayne.

This can be done without much impact on ridership, without prohibitive
costs and with better safety for all.



 - RECORD #2320 DETAIL
First Name : Betsy
Last Name : Taylor
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Taylor_Betsy.pdf (157 kb)







 - RECORD #1051 DETAIL
First Name : Denise
Last Name : Taylor
Business Name :
Address : 10416 Rockville Pike
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : DENISE@PURPLEGUM.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Director Ratcliff:

I use the Capital Crescent Trail and the tunnel frequently. I have used
the trail for many years, both as a cyclist, rollerblader, runner, and
walker. I have used the trail on my mountain bike, road bike, marathon
training, Montgomery County Road Runners Club, the Jolly Fat Man
Run, to get to barbeques at Fletcher’s Boathouse, to get home quickly
from Georgetown, to ride to Arlington to see a bike race, and so on. I
have lived in Montgomery County since 1970 when I was 3 until now. I
waited with excitement when the tunnel finally opened, making crossing
Wisconsin Avenue safe and simple.

My only complaint about the trail now is that it is so popular it’s hard to
find some tranquil moments, but I do – in the early mornings of the
weekend, on cool days, and in the afternoon.

The trail provides great views of the Potomac, houses, access to
MacArthur Blvd, and other things nearby.

I urge you to REJECT THE PURPLE LINE AND THE DESTRUCTION
OF THE TRAIL.

Denise Taylor

10416 Rockville Pike # 302

Rockville, Md. 20852

Phone: 240 731 6293

Email: denise@purplegum.com

www.purplegum.com



 - RECORD #1467 DETAIL
First Name : Jerry
Last Name : Taylor
Business Name :
Address : 3223 Coquelin Terrace C
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Jerry Taylor, J-E-R-R-Y, T-A-Y-L-O-R. Address 3223 Coquelin Terrace,
that's C-O-Q-U-E-L- I-N, Terrace, Chevy Chase, Maryland. I'm speaking
in support of an underground transit system. The purpose for the Purple
Line is for a faster, more direct, more reliable east-west transitway. And
an underground system is clearly superior in all of those categories, if
our transportation alternatives on the Georgetown Branch Trail do not
provide adequate transportation solutions and a gender vigorous
community opposition.

Maryland and Montgomery County have been unwilling to consider the
tunnel alternative because of three things: cost, previous valid concern
that the tunnel option wouldn't meet FTA New Starts funding
requirements, particularly the cost effectiveness
index and third, development. A concern among developers of Chevy
Chase Lake and other properties that prefer at-grade light rail system to
an underground system because an at-grade system will provide easier
access to their retail developments.
9 I'd like to address the cost. The Draft Environmental Impact Statement
includes platitudes regarding the Georgetown Branch Tunnel, such as
the tunnel requires a much higher expenditure or provides no operating
speed or mobility benefits while providing no evidence to support these
claims. There are three points regarding the cost that I'd like to make.

First, any hired cost is driven by tunnel construction for which there are
now new tunnel boring machines that are cost, change the cost equation
because they can drill much more quickly than older, less efficient boring
machines. Second, running a forward 8-car heavy rail line would clearly
provide operating and mobility benefits over two of three car light rail
transportation.

And lastly, some of the right-of-way adjacent to the hiker/biker trail could
be sold to home owners which will pay increase county property taxes.
The CEI. According to a recent article on passenger transport at a
hearing committee of transportation infrastructure of the U.S. House of
Representatives three weeks ago, the chairman of the committee,
Congressman Overstar, discussed the FTA New Starts program and the
multi-year authorization bill the committee will consider next year.

The article states Overstar handed the big changes are in store for the
federal starts program. While discussing a New Jersey project with
Governor John Corzine, the chairman said the cost effectiveness index
will be gone next year. CEI is out, done, through, end quote.

Maryland Department of Transportation, the whole process of
alternatives is driven by the CEI and Congress appears unlikely to
eliminate it this year. Maryland needs to develop a transportation
solution
for the future. Not one that meets artificial limitations imposed on federal
funding of transit, new starts projects imposed by the Bush
administration. I urge Maryland to reject the BRT alternatives for Jones
Bridge Road and consider a tunnel alternative on the Capitol Crescent
Trail. Thank you.



 - RECORD #3106 DETAIL
First Name : Martina and Keene
Last Name : Taylor
Business Name :
Address : 3201 Pickwick Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : martina.taylor@rcn.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Taylor 35411.pdf (111 kb)







 - RECORD #1769 DETAIL
First Name : Stephen
Last Name : Taylor
Business Name :
Address : 6712 Loring Court
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : SDTAYLOR7@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : The Purple Line as now planned does not provide enough benefits to

offset the costs.   Put the money into buses that run on natural gas or
some other green technology and leave the Crescent Trail for the hikers,
bikers, and runners.  The idea of light rail over the old railroad right away
has been around a long time and should now be allowed to die.  This
county should be able to produce better alternative solutions, if indeed
there is an actual, justifiable need.



 - RECORD #2695 DETAIL
First Name : Stephen
Last Name : Taylor
Business Name :
Address : 6712 Loring Court
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SDTAYLOR7@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : I am writing again on this subject because I believe the thought

leadership is making the bus sound like an unpopular idea.  People, and
I include myself, generally prefer the subway over the bus, BUT…in the
case of the purple line, you can design a radical bus that would have
people talking about it and wanting to ride it.  The money for a tricked-
out bus, as my children would say, would be less than the light rail.   And
bottom line, it would work and be less of a drain on our scarce tax
resources.   Please do not cut down trees and disturb what is working
now for so many people who walk, run, and ride bicycles.   And of
course the bus would run on natural gas.



 - RECORD #2180 DETAIL
First Name : Theresa
Last Name : Taylor
Business Name :
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. T. Taylor.pdf (953 kb)





 - RECORD #484 DETAIL
First Name : Eliot G.
Last Name : Teagle
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : etx2000@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes : To the MTA “Key Officials”, I am all for a light rail “Purple Line”. This idea

is way overdue and would make an already efficient Metro system even
more efficient. I would be even more in favor of a regular below ground
Metro line traveling the proposed “Purple Line” route. If a below ground
route is not possible, then at least build the “Purple Line” light rail
alternative. This rout is similar to the inter-county connector and makes a
lot of sense. I would love to have it built. In this age of energy crisis and
search for public transportation efficiency, adding to the DC Metro
system where it counts is definitely the way to go!!!!

Eliot G. Teagle

Montgomery County Resident (20879)



 - RECORD #3038 DETAIL
First Name : Timothy
Last Name : Tehan
Business Name :
Address : 10400 Connecticut Avenue, Suite #512
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : timothy.tehan@taladvisor.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Tehan 35202.pdf (124 kb)







 - RECORD #2990 DETAIL
First Name : Veronica
Last Name : Tejada
Business Name :
Address : 1501 Korth Place
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Melissa Burke.pdf (477 kb)







 - RECORD #2837 DETAIL
First Name : Candace
Last Name : Telep
Business Name :
Address : 4616 Chase Ave
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : CANDACETELEP@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

We live in the neighborhood just behind the Georgetown branch of the
Capital Cresent Trail.  Every week and nearly every day, my 4 yo son
asks to take a bike ride on the "secret path".  This is one of his favorite
activities with his father.  We also have two smaller children we stroll
down the path all spring, summer and fall as a nice walk into downtown
Bethesda for family actitivies.  This is part of what we enjoy most about
the area - the peaceful tranquility of a nature trail right in our back yard.
It teaches our children to enjoy the great outdoors and we try to teach
them to preserve it.  What kind of lesson would it be to them about the
preservation of nature if we demolish the trail for a train?  Please help us
stop the Purple Line proposed plan.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #452 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Telesco
Business Name :
Address : 916 College Parkway
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20850
Email Address : JTELESCO1@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, and of
public transit and all alternative modes of transportation. Nonetheless, I
ask that you consider the following changes to the draft environmental
impact statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

John Telesco
916 College Parkway
Rockville, MD 20850

3016100080



 - RECORD #2062 DETAIL
First Name : Neil
Last Name : Tender
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : NEIL.TENDER@HUGHES.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I am writing to make an appeal regarding the Purple Line.  I am very
much opposed the the proposed plan to build an above-ground trolley
along the existing Capital Crescent Trail.  Building such a line would
completely destroy the trail for the many runners, walkers and bikers
who use it.  The proposal calls for a bike lane to be built adjacent to the
tracks, but a narrow trail along the transitway is no substitute for the
tranquil, scenic, open, tree-covered trail that exists today.

A much better solution would be to build the Purple Line underground.  I
know it is more expensive, but transportation infrastructure is an
investment in the future and it should be built right for the generations
ahead that will use it.  The metro is a first class transit system because it
was well designed and properly capitalized.  We will regret it someday if
a second-rate trolley is built -- we will have to live with it forever.  Please
don't make the same mistake that is being made in Tysons Corner with
the Silver Line!

I am a frequent user of the trail -- I run on it every weekend.  I live on
Bethesda Ave right at the base of this section of trail.  One of the major
reasons that I chose to live here is because of this trail.  It is truly a
unique gem.  Where else in this county can you live in a major urban
area and have an amazing trail right in your backyard?  The answer is
nowhere.  I looked all around and couldn't find any place that could offer
this other than Bethesda.  I know that I speak not just for myself but for
thousands of other residents that use the trail.

Please don't make any compromises regarding the Purple Line.   Think
about the long term and what will be most valuable to us and the
generations to follow.  The Capital Crescent trail must be preserved --
our urban parkland is extremely valuable and cannot be recovered once
it is destroyed.  The Metro is a world class transportation system and
new lines must be built according to this standard.  A below ground
system would be ideal, but if an above ground system must be built it
should at least be built as a full-fledged Metro, not some trolley, and it
should follow the well-planned model of the existing metro and run along
existing roadways (such as orange line alone I-66 or red line along 355).

Please make the right decisions today that we will not regret tomorrow!

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1931 DETAIL
First Name : Barbara
Last Name : Teng
Business Name :
Address : 7710 Woodmont Avenue, #709
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : BTENG99@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

I am a heart attack survivor.  Luckily, I live in Bethesda and we have the
wonderful Capital Crescent Trail that I go walk or jog several times a
week to help me stay healthy.  I have convinced so many of my friends
to do the same thing. Without Capital Crescent Trail, so many of the
Bethesda residents will not be motivated to stay healthy by
walking/running/biking the Capital Crescent Trail.  I cannot imagine what
that will do to the general health condition of so many people.

PLEASE save the Capital Crescent Trail and do not destroy the trail for
the purple line.  You will be SAVING SO MANY LIFES.



 - RECORD #419 DETAIL
First Name : Ed
Last Name : Tennyson
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : etennyson@cox.net
Submission Content/Notes : M i k e

THE PURPLE LINE WILL NOT  "COST", IT WILL SAVE
     With the Light Rail Intermediate Plan saving much travel time and
with a better return on investment than the Minimal Alternative,  the
Intermediate Alternastive is the Way to Go.  The Bus Plan is too slow
and costly to consider.  It also uses petroleum fuel.
      Please realize that the six-minute headway can NOT work with
buses as the 52,000 weekday riders wll not fit on a six-minute peak
period headway.  Bus operating cost will be more than double what the
Executive Summary says.
      Light Rail will need three-car trains on a six-minute headway
(4.3 minutes with two-cars) but still only one operator per
  train. Buses will need Proof-of-Payment labor added. Light Rail already
has that cost. Also, the bus investment must be written off over the 15-
year life of the buses and the 20-year life of the pavement,
  The Light Rail investment will last 40 years for cars and 50 years for
tangent track, Curves will not last that long.
    The Executive Summary does not mention oil savings but that is
very important.   Oil savings, even at $ 2 per gallon
will be about  $ 6 million per year by rail taking some Transit Oriefnted
Development  into account that will result.
    Studies by Northern Texas University of Dallas and Portland found
that Light Rail (not busway) will increase
property values along the rail line by $ 75 million per mile more
than property not so near to the line.
   MetroBus now costs  a dollar per passenger-mile to operate. Light Rail
in Denver, Minneapolis, Portland, Salt Lake City,
San Diego and Saint Louis cost only 40 cents per passenger-mile,
Your data does not reflect that because of the disruptions on the
Baltimore system.
   Something is  badly wrong in Baltimore. The fall leaf shut down is a
killer. I have been in the transit business all my life and I have never
heard of such a disreputable mismanagement.  I was once the operating
Vice President of an electric railway just like a Light Rail line. Leaves
and snow never stopped us, even when they troubled us. Something is
badly wrong in Baltimore.
   It is true Maryland is shorf on capital money at this time, but unlike the
ICC, Maryland can prudently borrow money to build Light Rail for 62,600
passengers (80 million annual,passenger-
miles) because future savings will pay off the bonds.
    I fully appreciate all the long hard work that went into the report.
Much of it is very good, but not all of it

                                                                   E
d   T e n n y s o n

Registered Professional Engineer



 - RECORD #3006 DETAIL
First Name : E.L.
Last Name : Tennyson, P.E.
Business Name :
Address : 2233 Abborsford Drive, RFD 55
City : Vienna
State : VA
Zip Code : 22181-3220
Email Address : 703-281-7533
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Tennyson_EL.pdf (2 mb)































 - RECORD #3245 DETAIL
First Name : E.L.
Last Name : Tennyson, P.E.
Business Name :
Address : 2233 Abborsford Drive, RFD 55
City : Vienna
State : VA
Zip Code : 22181-3220
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : The Honorable Martin O’Malley

Governor of Maryland
The State Capitol
Annapolis, MD. 21 401

Dear Governor O’Malley:
As one who has long been involved in Maryland transportation, the
Action Committee for Transit in Silver Spring and the Purple Line NOW
people have suggested that I write you concerning the vital importance
of getting this project built now as a Light Rail Line.

We have many severe problems including the economy, global warming,
balance of payments deficits for oil, air pollution, traffic congestion traffic
fatalities and the high cost of bus transportation. Light Rail will help
considerably with all of these problems.
A small group of wealthy, self-interested opponents have
misrepresented all over the map against this project. They do not really
want Bus Rapid Transit. They want to capture a vital public right-of-way
for private use. They know that is not acceptable so they pretend to want
a Busway to block Light Rail for everyone.
 Light Rail will not cost more than Bus Rapid Transit. Investment is not a
cost. It is an asset. It earns a return. Montgomery County Ride-On and
Metro Buses in 2007 cost between $1.09 and $1.12 per passenger-mile.
No one can afford that. MetroRail cost only 44 cents per passenger-mile
that year. Your MARC cost only 34 cents. Light Rail will cost less than
half of what bus service costs. Baltimore is not a good example.
Disruptions for double tracking have ruined Light Rail efficiency in
Maryland which had a good operation before signal engineers fouled it
up. Elsewhere, Light Rail gets the cost of operation down as low as
MetroRail and MARC. See the attached data sheet.

  Light Rail will attract far more riders than buses. Experience proves it. At
Connecticut Avenue, Light Rail will carry the equivalent of four lanes of
Beltway travel. Buses will not. I have made my own independent
estimate of Purple Line travel and agree with the 62,200 official weekday
estimate. I submitted it to Maryland Transportation Administration.

Light Rail also has a better safety record than buses with 0.4 severe
casualties per million passenger-miles. Buses have 0.5.
Fears of community damage and disruption are real but totally
misguided. Mayor Goldschmidt
in Portland OR fought this out twenty years ago. NIMBY's fought Light
Rail to protect their property values, but the Mayor gave them Light Rail
anyway. Their property values went up, $75 million per mile according to
Northern Texas University. They then blamed the Mayor for not telling
them property values would go up. Almost everywhere, Light Rail has
been a resounding success. Surely, it will be on the Purple Line with 1.7
million people in Montgomery and Prince George's counties. Even the
Chesapeake Bay will benefit from Light Rail. Five miles of right-of-way
on rock ballast will soak up rain water, preventing dirty run-off from
greasy paved surfaces that a BusWay would involve.

Also attached for your review, if you have time, are data sheets showing
how Bus Ways have failed to attract promised riders, how Light Rail has
attracted them, what my background is, very low energy consumption in
Northern Virginia suburbs served by MetroRail and the difference
between Busways  and Light Rail in Pittsburgh where they are parallel.

The initial investment does pose a problem of capital formation. Federal



law provides 80 % for viable transit projects and this one is near the top
of the list. The new President wants to invest in public works that will
make future employment that can not exported. Electric Rail Transit is
just what he (and we) needs. His native Hawaii has just voted for it. The
local match will surely be a problem but with the huge future savings and
property value appreciation, Maryland can easily afford to sell bonds to
invest in the local share. Repayment can come from savings, not taxes.
The operating savings are huge. Saving 50 cents per passenger-mile on
80 million annual passenger-miles is worth $40 million per year to state
and local governments. That will support $440 million in bonds. It will
also stimulate the economy. It is NOT deficit spending.
If your staff has any questions about this, tell them to ask me about
them. My interest is purely civic. I will be paying my income taxes and I
do not want them to go to a disasterous BusWay. Neither do I want to
see stagnation. We must move forward, but only in a constructive
direction. I helped fund the South BusWay in Pittsburgh, the worst
mistake I ever made. I also want to assist my friends in Maryland.

Attachments : Tennyson 35358.pdf (753 kb)



























 - RECORD #1785 DETAIL
First Name : Erica
Last Name : Teofilo
Business Name :
Address : 630 Hamilton St NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20011
Email Address : donaerica@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I would like to know more about the Purple Line.



 - RECORD #2653 DETAIL
First Name : The Tercyak Family
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address : 7902 Pearl Street
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : RSTREIS1@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews, and
others,

Please save the trail!

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #887 DETAIL
First Name : April
Last Name : Terrell
Business Name :
Address : 1400 East-West Hwy.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : april_terrell@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : As a resident of Silver Spring who had to commute without a car to work

in Bethesda, and classes in College Park, I can tell you that the Purple
Line is sorely needed. The buses are *packed*, and their schedules are
unreliable. The time I've spent to go relatively short distances along
these major corridors is ridiculous. Please connect Bethesda, Silver
Spring, and College Park with the Purple Line as soon as possible.



 - RECORD #2241 DETAIL
First Name : W. Randolph and Jane
Last Name : Teslik
Business Name :
Address : 3519 Woodbine Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : RTESLIK@AKINGUMP.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County
Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews

My family and I are regular users of the Capital Crescent Trail.  We bike,
we walk -- by ourselves and with our dog -- and find this small pristine
space to be essential to our way of living and enjoyment of the area near
our home.  PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY THIS WONDERFUL
RESOURCE! To do so would be a crime.  I am in fear that our elected
respresentatives would bow to the pressure brought upon them by
developers, residents of other areas, and those with ulterior motives and
allow this project to go forward.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2844 DETAIL
First Name : Karen
Last Name : Thibeau
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : KAREN.THIBEAU@LNF.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It May Concern:

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #355 DETAIL
First Name : Adam
Last Name : Thomas
Business Name :
Address : 4809 Bradley Blvc
City : chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : WABA@ADAMTHOMAS.US
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Adam Thomas
4809 Bradley Blvd
3rd Floor
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

301-402-6351



 - RECORD #2013 DETAIL
First Name : Ann L.
Last Name : Thomas
Business Name :
Address : 12413 Beall Spring Rd.
City : Potomac
State : MD
Zip Code : 20854
Email Address : HELAT@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly support the light rail option for the Purple Line and urge that it

be constructed as soon as possible. The area needs an expanded public
transportation network for convenience, safety, and the protection of the
environment.



 - RECORD #1513 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Thomas
Business Name :
Address : 5524 Besley Court
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20851
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Cards. Anne Lee.pdf (35 kb)





 - RECORD #805 DETAIL
First Name : Lauren
Last Name : Thomas
Business Name :
Address : 7722 Westlake Terrace
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : THOMAS-LAUREN@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Lauren Thomas
7722 Westlake Terrace
Bethesda, MD 20817



 - RECORD #2270 DETAIL
First Name : Theresa
Last Name : Thomas
Business Name :
Address : 9013 Eton Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Thomas_Theresa.pdf (632 kb)





 - RECORD #903 DETAIL
First Name : Harold
Last Name : Thomen
Business Name :
Address : 5114 Wilson Ln #A
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20810
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building an at-grade light rail Purple Line, on its own right-of-

way for most of the route, and completing the Capital Crescent trail
alongside the route between Bethesda and Silver Spring.



 - RECORD #2104 DETAIL
First Name : Alan and Diane
Last Name : Thompson
Business Name :
Address : 7104 Grinnel Drive
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20855
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Thompson_Alan_Diane.pdf (34 kb)





 - RECORD #2373 DETAIL
First Name : Bruce and Kathy
Last Name : Thompson
Business Name :
Address : 8309 Kerry Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : THOMP213@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To all Montgomery County decision makers,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers of all races and
nationalities use the Crescent Trail between Connecticut and Bethesda
Avenues.  The trail is enjoyed by people of all ages including families,
students, the elderly, athletes and cyclists and also including people
going to and from school and commuters.  Trail users come from all
around the region.
The trail is know for its beauty and tranquility and if the Purple Line is
built there the surrounding area would be destroyed.  It would also be
very dangerous for people young and old to use the Trail while trains
would pass 10 feet from them every 3 minutes.
Great urban areas have great recreational areas.  Please visit the trail
and use your wisdom to keep this area the tranquil green space that it is.



 - RECORD #2595 DETAIL
First Name : Dean
Last Name : Thompson
Business Name :
Address :
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : DEAN@THETHOMPSONS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

As an avid biker (I commute into the District from Bethesda 3-4 times a
week and routinely enjoy the capital crescent trail with my family - my
son and I used it for part of our 184 mile trip up the C&O Canal this
summer), I would like to urge you to reconsider any efforts to institute a
rail service along the Capital Crescent trail.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1005 DETAIL
First Name : Megan
Last Name : Thompson
Business Name :
Address : 816 Easley St.
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : MEGANLTHOMPSON@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Hello,

I would like to see a light rail purple line established. I prefer using the
Metro instead of driving and I feel it would be of great benefit to our
community.  While buses are beneficial, I would be much more likely to
use the purple line if it is a light rail.
Sincerely,
Megan Thompson
816 Easley St. #1529
Silver Spring, MD 20910



 - RECORD #568 DETAIL
First Name : Robert
Last Name : Thompson
Business Name :
Address : 13430 Keating St.
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20853
Email Address : bobht@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I believe we should build the Purple line right along the old track roadbed

frpm Bethesda to New Carollton as soon as possible. Road capacity has
already reached it's limits.
It's best for the environment as well as not helping the oil terrorists.
Working people need swift economical transportation. As for NIMBYS,
listen to the almost silent Metrotrains from Rockville Pike. One can
barely hear them.Change is always frightening and we have waited too
long already for this improvement.



 - RECORD #2321 DETAIL
First Name : Shawn
Last Name : Thompson
Business Name :
Address : 400 Mansfield Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Thompson_Shawn.pdf (95 kb)





 - RECORD #2048 DETAIL
First Name : Caroline
Last Name : Thorington
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : CMTHORINGTON@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Please save the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver

Spring. We are losing green space too rapidly in Montgomery County as
it is. To take away a piece like the Crescent Trail with its surrounding
mature trees and natural beauty is an environmental and recreational
disaster.  Once its gone,it will be forever lost and it wont come back. We
will be an ever burgeoning wasteland of cement and tarmac and urban
sprawl where we could have had this jewel of a park as a buffer. We
need the trees and the space. The heavy use of the trail shows how
needed it is. To have a trail surrounded by cement and buses is not to
have a trail at all.



 - RECORD #786 DETAIL
First Name : Brian
Last Name : Thornton
Business Name :
Address : 5411 McGrath Blvd
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Maryland Transit Administration:

I enthusiastically support a light rail Purple Line, with the following
components:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.



 - RECORD #126 DETAIL
First Name : Jesse
Last Name : Thrift
Business Name :
Address :
City : Upper Marlboro
State : MD
Zip Code : 20772
Email Address : JWCheap@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I may have already made this suggestion, but I believe that the Purple

Line could have a borader range than the current plan.

Assuming it's built according to the plans I've seen, it would connect
almost all the Metro lines in Maryland-- but not the Blue Line.

If, however, it were extended to Largo Town Center, stations on the
Purple Line could serve a number of locations-- FedEx Field, which lies
roughly between New Carrollton and Largo Town Center; The Boulevard
at the Caps Center mall; and even, extended slightly further south, PG
Community College; as well as simply expanding the number of people
who can easily use the Purple Line to commute.



 - RECORD #3335 DETAIL
First Name : Jesse
Last Name : Thrift
Business Name :
Address :
City : Upper Marlboro
State : MD
Zip Code : 20772
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I can't remember if I've sent this before, but I am a resident of Upper

Marlboro and a commuter student at UMD. The Purple Line is a great
idea, but doesn't do enough to connect to southern PG County.

Continuing south to Largo Town Center and FedEx field, or even better,
all the way to Upper Marlboro, would be a great way to tie together the
disparate portions of the county, and would reduce the strain on parking
facilities in the county seat.



 - RECORD #1915 DETAIL
First Name : Judy
Last Name : Throckmorton
Business Name :
Address : 5100 Dorset Avenue, #313
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : JTHROCKMORTON@CWTSATOTRAVEL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

[Describe how you use the Capital Crescent Trail with friends and family
and/or why it’s important to you, your community and the environment,
etc.]

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1518 DETAIL
First Name : K.
Last Name : Thuyacontha
Business Name :
Address : 4121 Postgate Tr, #203
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Thuyacontha_K Comment Card.pdf (25 kb)





 - RECORD #1375 DETAIL
First Name : Robert S.
Last Name : Tievsh
Business Name :
Address : 4710 Bethesda Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. Please keep the Crescent

Trail!
Attachments : Comment Cards. Lourdes Baire.pdf (72 kb)





 - RECORD #2645 DETAIL
First Name : Martin
Last Name : Tillett
Business Name :
Address : 2410 Fairview Drive
City : Alexandria
State : VA
Zip Code : 22306
Email Address : PALEOHOMBRE@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.



 - RECORD #2797 DETAIL
First Name : Erica
Last Name : Tingler
Business Name :
Address :
City : Potomac
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ERICATINGLER@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

         Governor O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews

Dear Governor O’Malley,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers - - of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve20the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central
Park” -- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this
natural resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes
place around us.
Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3205 DETAIL
First Name : Jessica
Last Name : Tirocke
Business Name :
Address : 9907 Capitol View Ave
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : bewaretheteeth@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I enthusiastically support the Inner Purple Line and add my name to this

petition. I support this vision of an Inner Purple Line:

1 A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2 Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park and
New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community-and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.

Attachments : Tirocke 35881.pdf (106 kb)







 - RECORD #2079 DETAIL
First Name : Dennis
Last Name : Tirpak
Business Name :
Address : 138 Hesketh Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : DENNIS@TIRPAK.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Please save the trail



 - RECORD #1587 DETAIL
First Name : George
Last Name : Tobin
Business Name : Personal Financial Concepts
Address : 20401 Remsbury Place
City : Montgomery Village
State : MD
Zip Code : 20886
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I'm voicing my support for the purple line!  It's about time.  Then, when

you're done with that, let's get a RED LINE expansion to Frederick, MD!



 - RECORD #757 DETAIL
First Name : Mary
Last Name : Tobin
Business Name :
Address : 2202 Montgmery St
City : silver spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : maryroset@juno.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am absolutely for the proposed Light Rail System. I also want to be

sure that we maintain and complete the biker/hiker trail along the
Crescent Trail. It is time for us to catch up with the rest of the world.



 - RECORD #2322 DETAIL
First Name : Mary
Last Name : Tobin
Business Name :
Address : 2202 Montgomery Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Tobin_Mary.pdf (52 kb)





 - RECORD #898 DETAIL
First Name : Earlette
Last Name : Toomer
Business Name :
Address : 408 69th Place
City : Seat Pleasant
State : MD
Zip Code : 20743
Email Address : etoomer@msn.com
Submission Content/Notes : The Purple Line is long over due.  Traffic congestion is at its worst.  I

support the Maryland Transit Authority's decision on the expansion of
our transit system.  I support the Purple Line.  Commuting from Prince
George's County to Montgomery County has become a nightmare.



 - RECORD #1508 DETAIL
First Name : Luz E.
Last Name : Toro
Business Name :
Address : 1400 Fenwick Ln.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Toro. Luz.pdf (25 kb)







 - RECORD #1384 DETAIL
First Name : Norma
Last Name : Torres
Business Name :
Address : 10366 Castlehedge Terrace
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Norma Torres.pdf (64 kb)





 - RECORD #1783 DETAIL
First Name : Pamela
Last Name : Torro
Business Name :
Address : 4815 Niagara Rd
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support the Purple Line.  I think it would benefit both residents and

WMATA.  The Purple Line would probably also help to alleviate traffic on
the beltway between PG and Montgomery Counties.  I urge you to plan
and complete this line!



 - RECORD #3144 DETAIL
First Name : Pamela
Last Name : Torro
Business Name :
Address : 4815 Niagra Rd.
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address : misspamelatorro@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Torro 35677.pdf (105 kb)







 - RECORD #1552 DETAIL
First Name : Steve
Last Name : Touw
Business Name :
Address : 3625 38th St. NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20016
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Hello,

I was wondering if it would be possible to get a more detailed drawing of
the medium investment LRT at the Jones Mill intersection.  In particular,
where the tunnel will begin and return to ground level behind Suzanna
Ln.

Thanks,
Steve Touw



 - RECORD #519 DETAIL
First Name : Holly
Last Name : Townsend
Business Name :
Address : 6004 Brookside Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : HMT@TOWNSEND-GROUP.COM



Submission Content/Notes : To: Governor Martin O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff,
County Executive Isiah Leggett, Chairman Royce Hanson, and Council
President Mike Knapp

Fr:  Holly Townsend, 6004 Brookside Drive, Chevy Chase, MD 20815

One of the most wonderful aspects of living in Chevy Chase and working
in Bethesda’s Air Rights Building is easy access to the Capital Crescent
Trail.  Thousands of people including my family, friends and employees
use and appreciate this trail -- for exercise, for long walks with friends, to
expose children and grandchildren to a little bit of nature, as a safe bike
route to work, and so on.  What a shame it would be to permanently
compromise the Capital Crescent Trail by running the Purple Line along
the trail.  Please, please, please do not do this. We can put transit in
another location, but we can't re-create this beautiful, tree-lined, natural
recreational green space anywhere else.

A narrow, dangerous, shadeless bike lane,  about 10' from trains
passing every three minutes,  will not provide a tranquil "Trail"
experience.  It would be tragic to destroy this wonderful amenity that
adds so much value to the lives of everyone who uses it, and to all of the
many communities that benefit from it.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to allow for an
objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating of the transit
projects seeking funding under the Federal New Starts process".  But
the DEIS has been neither objective, fair, nor complete. The adverse
environmental and community impacts are severely understated in the
DEIS for the Purple Line along the Trail.  For example:

 1.  History in the DEIS

There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail
called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so narrow.
While there is frequent reference to the right of way being a former
transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train that previously
ran in the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a
single track, and was  screened by forest on both sides.  With the Purple
Line, this single track (which is now a trail) will be replaced by two tracks
and a trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes.

2.  Popularity of the Trail and Need for Green Space

Inexplicably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has
been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006, and this
number has been growing steadily.  Trail users are of all ages, races,
nationalities, and abilities.  This heavy trail use is especially significant in
light of the fact that the Trail is crushed stone, not paved like the Trail to
Georgetown,  and bikers with narrow tires cannot use it without
significant risk to their tires.

Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for green space
and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density.   The population of the Bethesda CBD will
double in 15 years and these residents  will need green space and
recreational trails.  The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and
dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.

3.  Loss of Forest



The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be
destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced.  The DEIS is inexplicably
negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the impact of the loss
of these trees to the environment, to trail users, and to the communities
surrounding the Trail.  According to American Forests, at least 17 acres
of  tree canopy will be destroyed.  These 17 acres of mature trees are
some of the last remaining forest in lower Montgomery County and they
are important for sediment control, clean water, clean air, carbon
sequestration, shading the Trail, and  providing a buffer for communities.

4.  Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane

MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail are
seriously misleading.  There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and
to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not
supported in fact.  To the contrary,  on both sides of the right-of-way,
neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing because their homes
are very close to the rail and the Trail.  Hence, trail users will be confined
inside a solid fenced in corridor with trains passing by in both directions
every three minutes.  Fencing will also be necessary along the inside
border of the Trail to keep trail users from accidently falling onto the
tracks or from crossing intentionally.  Most of the right of way will require
major retaining walls since the terrain in almost never level and tends to
rise steeply or fall of precipitously.

5.  Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined  bike lane

The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions,
passing each other in both directions.  To be fenced into a narrow bike
lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.

6.  Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion

The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided by a transitway.  These neighborhoods share the same middle
school and high school.  Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to
get to Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School,
and the Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes.
A transitway in this location seriously is destructive to community
cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning.

7.  Loss of Trail Access

Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring
communities.  Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.

8.  Safety Concerns with the Light Rail?Loss of Trail access will lead
youth to try to cross the rail in dangerous ways,  jumping  fences, etc.
Young people will try to climb fences, for example, to cross directly to B-
CC High School in East Bethesda, Macdonald's on East West Highway,
and the Leland Center in the Town of Chevy Chase.  Currently, there are
many gates, and youth come through these regularly.

In the last two weeks there have been light rail accidents in Boston and
in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train in
Montgomery County.

This is simply not a safe and resonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a popular Trail.



9.  Homes along the Trail?The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes,
condominiums and apartments along the Trail, and it neglects to
describe how close these residences would be to the transitway.  The
DEIS should state how many of these homes are less than 30' from
where light rail trains would pass; how many are less than 50', etc.  It is
simply inexcusable to have no analysis of the impact on the property
values of  the homes along the corridor.

In conclusion, the DEIS has not been a fair study and appears to be
biased in understating the adverse impacts of transit along the Capital
Crescent Trail.  Given the bias that is readily evident in the study, it
causes one to have grave concerns about other areas of the study which
are technical and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled,
etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown
Branch  right of way be finally eliminated as a route for the Purple Line.
Loss of this significant, irreplaceable greenspace is unacceptable.
Choosing this  route will meet with substantial and growing opposition
from Trail users and communities far and wide, and this dissent will hurt
any chances for FTA funding.  I urge our public officials to give a fair and
more thorough study of the Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route
and any other possible routes that should be studied as well.

When the Master Plan was written, our public officials at that time did not
know how wildly popular the Capital Crescent Trail would become.  Nor
did they need to find transit solutions to  BRAC.  It is time to take a new,
fresh and unbiased look at where transit should best be located.

Thank you for your consideration.

Holly Townsend
President & CEO

The Townsend Group, Inc.
7315 Wisconsin Ave, Suite West 750
Bethesda, MD 20814
Tel: (301) 215-6710 Ext.101
Fax: (301) 215-7704
www.townsend-group.com



 - RECORD #131 DETAIL
First Name : Karen
Last Name : Tracey
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : karenbyu@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I wanted to write in support of the purple line.  My husband and I are

looking to buy a home in the next few years, and having a line
connecting the Silver Spring, Bethesda, and College Park stops would
hugely influence our decision to stay in the area.  Even as it is now, the
purple line is a much needed missing link that would severely increase
our opportunities to travel and shop in the Bethesda and Rockville area
while cutting back on automobile use.

Thanks for your concern.  Please build the Purple Line!



 - RECORD #165 DETAIL
First Name : Karen
Last Name : Tracy
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : karenbyu@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I wanted to write in support of the purple line.  My husband and I are

looking to buy a home in the next few years, and having a line
connecting the Silver Spring, Bethesda, and College Park stops would
hugely influence our decision to stay in the area.  Even as it is now, the
purple line is a much needed missing link that would severely increase
our opportunities to travel and shop in the Bethesda and Rockville area
while cutting back on automobile use.

Thanks for your concern.  Please build the Purple Line!

Karen Tracy

(571) 309-9489



 - RECORD #434 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Trangsrud
Business Name :
Address : 5812 Swarthmore Drive
City : Berwyn Heights
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address : JTRANGSR@UMD.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

John Trangsrud
5812 Swarthmore Drive
3rd Floor
Berwyn Heights, MD 20740

301-728-6502



 - RECORD #1979 DETAIL
First Name : William
Last Name : Trapmann
Business Name :
Address : 10420 Mountain Quail Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Trapman_William.pdf (38 kb)





 - RECORD #531 DETAIL
First Name : Herbert
Last Name : Traxler
Business Name :
Address : 5817 Runford Drive
City : New Carrollton
State : MD
Zip Code : 20784
Email Address : HTRAXLER@MAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Ladies and Gentlemen:

I am a retired federal employee voicing my strong support for the Purple
Line.  I wish it had been in operation during my 20+ years of commute
between New Carrollton and Rockville (Parklawn Building on Fishers
Lane, near the Twinbrook Metro station).  The daily time and
aggravation in this "cross-town" commuting situation was one of the
reasons I decided on early retirement.

Much of the commuting in this metropolitan area is no more from
suburbs to downtown, but suburb to suburb.  Much of the time I worked I
was in a carpool; therefore at least I did not have to do the Beltway
tango on a daily basis.  Traffic became significantly worse over my
working life.  When one carpool-partner retired and another one was
promoted to a job downtown, I decided on Metro rather than the daily
Beltway commute.  It was preferable.  Yet, it meant going downtown,
together with thousands of others whose final destination was nowhere
near the Metro Center, changing trains to the red line at Metro Center
and heading out to Rockville.  This is a wasteful way of travel and
wastes precious time and resources (passenger capacity of trains)

The riders going into the commercial center of DC just to change trains
in one or two overcrowded switching locales (e.g. Metro Center), just to
cram into an outbound train heading to their suburban destination are
fighting for precious space with those heading to the center as their final
destination.  Obviously, this requires more trains and more cars, in
addition to crowded and sometimes dangerous situations on the
platforms and elevators.  I think an "cross-town" line like PURPLE
makes sense from a holistic and economic perspective (by the way, my
Ph.D. is in economics, and as a native European I am well aware of the
radial PLUS diagonal etc public transportation networks of European
cities like, Paris, Vienna...... )

Had there been a purple line, I (and I assume many others) would have
taken it.  I certainly hope that it will be built (together with the long
overdue silver line to IAD, fourty years in the planning!)

Herbert Traxler, 5817 Runford Drive, New Carrollton, MD 20784

Herbert Traxler, Ph.D.
301-577-3503
http://www.traxlers.org



 - RECORD #2950 DETAIL
First Name : Janelle
Last Name : Treibitz
Business Name :
Address : 3168 17th Street NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20010
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Treibitz.pdf (84 kb)





 - RECORD #2353 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Trimble
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : DCTRIMBLE@STARPOWER.NET
Submission Content/Notes : I am writing to urge you to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail between

Bethesda and Silver Spring.  My family regularly uses this trail for hiking
and biking to go to Bethesda for recreation and to shop.  It is a unique
and wonderful asset to the community that shoiuld not be discarded in a
feeble attempt to save a few dollars in construction costs.  The trail is
beloved by bikers and hikers and it should not be sacrificed - a metro
line and a bike path are not substitutes for each other and once gone
this bike and hiking path will be impossible to reclaim.

Please use your leadership to preserve this great asset.  If the transit
line must follow this path, ensure that bikes and hikers ability to use the
same pathway remains fully intact - access to the famous tunnel and
safe and scenic views must be preserved as part of this development.
To do anything less would be like tearing up the national mall to build an
airport - a silly and unnecessary sacrifice.  The easiest way to look at
this is what will we tell our grandkids - will we be nostalgic and say, oh,
there used to be this great bike and hiking path here but it was torn up to
build this rail line.  Or, will we say, when they built the new train line they
tried to take this great pathway away but we stopped them, isn't this
lovely?

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2551 DETAIL
First Name : Karen
Last Name : Troccoli
Business Name :
Address : 4701 Chestnut Street
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : KTROCCOLI@COMCAST.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Karen Troccoli

4701 Chestnut Street

Bethesda, MD 20814

301.654.3957

January 9, 2009

Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County
Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, and Council President Andrews:

To say that I have been dismayed that support is tipping towards the
purple line along the Capitol Crescent Trail is an understatement.   I fine
it very troubling that such a beautiful, convenient, heavily used, and
natural resource within what is becoming an increasingly concrete
county would be sacrificed for a transportation project for which there
are viable alternatives.

I know you hear many testimonials from people who use the trail
regularly for recreational and commuting purposes.  But I know how, in
the policymaking world, such stories and pleas can take a back seat to
development and statistical cost-benefit analyses.  I was particularly
disappointed to read in this week’s Washington Post that
decisionmakers are being swayed by factors such as the purple line
being a claim to national fame in terms of ridership; and assertions that
residents were less likely to use a rapid transit bus because they don’t
perceive it as being as modern or efficient as a light rail.  National optics
are an empty justification for a huge disruption and blight to our
neighborhoods and county.  And if people find the bus works, word of
mouth will be the best promotional avenue of all.

That the costs and time commitment for the purple line are substantially
greater than for the rapid transit bus also strikes me as a critical reason
to go with the latter – especially in this time of budgetary crises.

Changing our Capital Crescent Trail’s border from green to purple would
deface and disrupt a gem of nature and activity in our county.  Despite
claims to the contrary, there is no way residents are going to be
comfortable biking, running or walking only 10 feet away from a train.  I
urge you to vote against moving forward with the purple line and instead
support a rapid transit bus.

Preserving the uniqueness, quiet and greenness of our neighborhoods
while simultaneously addressing commuting issues is what will truly



make us a national model.

Thank you for your consideration of my views.



 - RECORD #3079 DETAIL
First Name : Kenneth and Karen
Last Name : Troccoli
Business Name :
Address : 4701 Chestnut Street
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Froccoli 34962.pdf (81 kb)







 - RECORD #187 DETAIL
First Name : Lalo
Last Name : Trujillo
Business Name :
Address : 8805 Spring Valley Rd
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : ctrujillo@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes : The purple line alternative is the rational/sensible alternative in spite of

the large amount of tax money the town of Chevy Chase is prepared to
spend to dump the project on Jones Bridge Rd, which would lead to the
destruction of private property, more polution and create a dangerous
enviornment for the surounding neighborhoods.



 - RECORD #2477 DETAIL
First Name : Tri
Last Name : Truong
Business Name :
Address : 11470 Waterhaven Ct.
City : Reston
State : VA
Zip Code : 20190
Email Address : TRI.TRUONG@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2552 DETAIL
First Name : Travis
Last Name : Truppner
Business Name :
Address : 2410 Esther Ct.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : T.TRUPPNER@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

        MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
        County Executive Leggett,
        Chairman Hanson,
        Council President Andrews,

I am a long-term user of the Capital Crescent bike trail, and I feel
that building the purple metro line right near the trail will impose
on our bike riding and walking. This addition will be a huge eyesore
and a distraction from the beautiful trees and plants lining the
trail.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly,
parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small
children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in
training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the
region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the
Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the
Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass
about 10' from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be
neither safe nor attractive for Trail users to be passing each other
on a narrow bike lane -- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be
an environmental and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central
Park" -- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy
this natural resource, regardless of the growth and development that
takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #706 DETAIL
First Name : Vali M.
Last Name : Tschirgi
Business Name :
Address : 3722 Brandywine St. NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20016
Email Address : VALITSCH@ATT.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I use the Capital Crescent trail as a recreational biker and walker/hiker.
The value of this trail cannot be underestimated.  I use it regularly for
recreation and occasionally for commuting.  When our dog was alive we
used to walk her along this trail.  It is one of my favorite places to take
visiting family because it is a safe and beautiful path that young and old
can enjoy together.  Please do not take away or compromise this
valuable trail.

I support public transportation between Bethesda and Silver Spring.
However, I do not support the way it is currently being designed.  I
understand there are options for achieving the end goal that can
maintain the nature and accessibility of the Capital Crescent Trail.  I urge
you to please consider these alternatives.

Please do not put trains or buses along the Capital Crescent Trail.  It is
possible to achieve our transportation goal in a manner that also
sustains this popular tranquil trail, the trees, and the natural greenspace
for generations to come.  If you are willing to set this new goal, I will do
my part to help ensure its success.

I read a newspaper article that suggested Purple Line objections were
elitist Not-In-My-Backyard sentiment.  This is not a case of NIMBY for
me.  I've lived in various parts of Maryland, DC, and Virginia for over 40
years.  I've seen how development has changed the character of the
metropolitan area. We've lost resources we never intended to go away
completely.  We can do better.  Let's set a new standard with a Purple
Line design that values nature, community, transportation, and business
equally.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Vali M. Tschirgi
3722 Brandywine St NW
Washington DC 20016



 - RECORD #326 DETAIL
First Name : Marinos
Last Name : Tsigas
Business Name :
Address :
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : Marinos.Tsigas@usitc.gov
Submission Content/Notes : Hello

I will not be able to attend the two public hearings about the Purple Line
(Nov 18 and 19) but I would like to let you know that as a Montgomery
County resident I believe that a Purple Line is an excellent solution to
our area’s transportation challenges.

M. Tsigas

Rockville, MD



 - RECORD #781 DETAIL
First Name : Marinos
Last Name : Tsigas
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MARINOS.TSIGAS@USITC.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : Hello

I enthusiastically support a light rail Purple Line, with the following
components:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.

Kind regards

Marinos



 - RECORD #734 DETAIL
First Name : Marinos
Last Name : Tsigas
Business Name :
Address : 509 Nelson St.
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20850
Email Address : marinos.tsigas@usitc.gov
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr. Madden,

I enthusiastically support a light rail Purple Line, with the following
components:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.



 - RECORD #1460 DETAIL
First Name : Judy
Last Name : Tso
Business Name :
Address : 7921 Kentbury Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Judy Tso, J-U-D-Y, last name T as in Tom, S as in Sam, O. Address
7021 Kentbury Drive, Bethesda, Maryland, 20814. I moved to the area
about two years ago and when I bought my house I heard that there was
a Purple Line project that might go through the Capitol Crescent Trail
behind my yard and I didn't know much about the project but I am a
supporter of public transit so I joined the public line advisory, or the
Purple Line Advisory Committee to better understand the project.

And my assessment after sitting on this committee and reading the DEIS
is that this is a 20 year old project that is ill conceived and does not
justify the funding, justify funding given our recession and given the very
limited funds we have from a federal and state level for public transit.

The Metro system is a great system and we do need more public transit.
We need connectivity across all the heavy rail lines of the Metro system.

We need connectivity between Maryland, Virginia, between Baltimore
and D.C. The Purple Line, ironically, sits on an alignment that's very
close to D.C. and does not serve the number of commuters and the
number of riders that I would expect a major project of this type of
investment to serve. I think it was created because developers had an
idea 20 years ago to development the cities along this alignment, 20
years have past, there's plenty of development from Bethesda through
Silver Spring, and more development for places like Tacoma Park and
Langley Park actually are not in the interest of the low income people
who live there.

And in fact, some of the justification for the Purple Line has been that it
would serve low income folks without cars and let's face it, they're not
going to live there very much longer once all the development, additional
development comes and they get pushed out. I think what we need is to
serve the commuters that are traveling and live further out in the suburbs
and exurbs and really need to get from further, further north or further
south into the city.

In addition, I think that the Capitol Crescent Trail as, as a natural
resource, as a biking, hiking and walking trail is, is a really precious
resource and given our environmental chaos, the fact that our
environment is under pressure, is threatened overall, the whole Earth is
threatened, that when we take away valuable tree coverage, trees that
have been there a very long time, when we take away green spaces we
are severely damaging our planet further and we have to consider that
long-term cost.

Once again, I think when it comes to things like serving the BRAC, the
realignment project, we
need to have transit that's on an alignment that's further north, use
Jones Bridge Road, figure out alignments that are really going to serve
the most people.

And if it costs a little more money to go to heavy rail or to go to
dedicated lines, we should spend the money to make the project that's
going to serve the most people and not a smaller project or an alignment
that conveniently is located on a right-of-way that's already there,
therefore we can claim its low cost. And I think one of the weaknesses of
the project overall is the mode and alignment choices and alternatives
that have been studied have been studied because they're very low cost.

So, thinking if we can make a really low cost, somebody will fund it. Well,
the project should not be designed by its low cost so therefore it's
fundable, so therefore we do it. It should be decided by this is the best
and most reasonable, rational transit project that a person could come



up with, that a group of people could come up with, that experts could
come up with, and therefore we fund the best project that's going to
serve the most people.

Get cars off the road, reduce pollution, reduce commute times for people
who have to travel an hour or more a day on the beltways and the
highways. If we cannot do that, then we have to seriously ask,
is this worth the spending of our taxpayer dollars, given that we're in a
recession, given that budgets are
being cut everywhere. Is this the best transit project of all the transit
projects that have been conceptualized?

I do not think so, I strongly urge decision makers to reject this project
and dedicate the funds to other places.



 - RECORD #2194 DETAIL
First Name : Judy
Last Name : Tso
Business Name :
Address : 7921 Kentbury Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Wrttn Sttmnt. J. Tso. MAA.pdf (4 mb)

Tso_Judy.pdf (480 kb)



















 - RECORD #696 DETAIL
First Name : Flora Hsiu-chen
Last Name : Tsui
Business Name :
Address : 7505 Lynn Drive
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : TSUIH3@NETZERO.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

My family uses the trail almost daily for exercising and commuting. We
love the trail and hate to see it being built upon by the Purple line without
concern for hundreds of nearby homes, condominiums, and apartments
and without concern for the preservation of the Capital Crescent Trail as
we know it.

I urge you to protect our irreplaceable trees and greenspaces for
generations to come, and to put transit on roads -- such as Jones Bridge
Road,  East-West Highway, the Beltway --  or tunneled underground.
Why would we destroy our irreplaceable greenspaces when we have
other options?

Bus Rapid Transit could run from Silver Spring to Bethesda on Jones
Bridge Road via a stop at Bethesda Medical Center, and relieve traffic
congestion created by BRAC (relocation of Walter Reed) and NIH.  This
plan is half the cost of light rail, has lower operating costs, allows for
funding other transit needs in the County,  preserves most of the Trees
and the natural Trail, and would complete the Capital Crescent Trail all
the way into Silver Spring.

In the meantime, the State should study long-term solutions such as
connecting the two legs of the Red Line with a Metro (not light rail),
along the Beltway or underground to improve our existing Metro system.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Flora Tsui

7505 Lynn Drive

Flora Hsiu-chen Tsui
Tel: (O)202-690-1816
    (H)301-656-3016



 - RECORD #3159 DETAIL
First Name : Raymond
Last Name : Tuchman
Business Name :
Address : 5507 Kirkwood Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : rtuchman@experis.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Tuchman 35704.pdf (125 kb)







 - RECORD #2566 DETAIL
First Name : Jonathan
Last Name : Tucker
Business Name :
Address : 4604 Chase Ave.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : JPT24@LAW.GEORGETOWN.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

I use the trail weekly so as to find a moment of relaxation.  In an
increasingly urban environment it is critical that we maintain locations
where the community can escape from congestion and stress.

I believe that the light rail is a short sighted project.  After it is built,
questions will arise as to why MD did not have the foresight to tunnel
underground and connect both spokes of the Metro Red line with a
tunnel that would permit trains to run a loop.  The efficiency created by
such a project warrants the cost.  As it stands, I believe that 1) the light
rail will remove few cars from roads, most of its riders being prior bus
commuters, and 2) remove incentive to create and heavy rail loop for the
current Metro system.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1106 DETAIL
First Name : Laura
Last Name : Tucker
Business Name :
Address : 15400 Layhill Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Zipin_Jessica Comment Cards.pdf (66 kb)





 - RECORD #728 DETAIL
First Name : Peter
Last Name : Tulip
Business Name :
Address : 4519 West Virginia Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : PETER.J.TULIP@FRB.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : I support the purple line.

I believe it would improve the quality of life in Bethesda and raise
property values.
I am prepared to pay extra taxes to finance that.
I regret that it will hurt the Capital Crescent trail, and would prefer it
if the plans could be amended to reduce its impact there.
But, on balance, I think it's a great thing.
I much prefer the light rail option.  There seems little benefit from
buses: they are slow and uncomfortable.

=========================
Peter Tulip
 4519 West Virginia Ave
Bethesda, MD 20814
Ph: 301-915-0510 (h)
Ph: 202-452-6444 (w)
ptulip@frb.gov



 - RECORD #2605 DETAIL
First Name : Mercedes
Last Name : Tully
Business Name :
Address : 4835 Langdrum Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MERCEDESTULLY@HOTMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

My family uses the crescent trail every morning to bike, run, or walk their
dogs. I am a graduate from B-CC and a former track runner and I can
tell you that we used the trail EVERY SINGLE DAY to run and taking
that away would be DEVASTATING. It is not going to decrease traffic it
is only going to break a lot of peoples hearts. I love the trail and sticking
a metro line running through it and behind peoples back yard is horrible.
Years and years ago they took out a train so people could have a
peaceful and beautiful trail and now they want to put a train back. I beg
beg beg you not to go through with the purple line!

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.



Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1798 DETAIL
First Name : Sunnie
Last Name : Tully
Business Name :
Address : 4835 Langdrum Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : the purple line is going to cost the tax payers 2 billion dollars.  my family

and i for years have had many experiences on the cresent trail. don't
build the purple line behind people's backyards.  build it next to a
highway, or underground.  mostly tourists will use this line, and if people
in silverspring want to use the metro, or other areas, they can take a bus
and then take the metro.  you can choose to live near the metro or far
away.  i love the cresent trail, and many other people in my school do
too.  build it underground and away from bethesda.  this is surburbia, not
dc.  bethesda is a fun loving area, and it is a little town.  don't add
massive features like a train in the middle of bethesda.  everybody hates
it.  don't do it!!!!!i love the trail and we have better things to spend our
money on besides a purple line.  what about the economies debt??
thought about that. if you want to build the purple line, there are other
alternatives.  dont' use bethesda, it is not a good idea at all!! don't dont'
don't don't do it! i will protest if you do it.  people who have enough
money dont' mind paying more money in taxes.  our economy is
struggling, and don't spend our money on something stupid.  people are
having their houses foreclosed, and your concerned about the purple
line. researchers have proven that it won't make a big impact in traffic.  i
use the car more than the train.  i only use the train to go to dc.
bethesda is a nice community, and bad gangs and robbers will take the
purple line and come to bethesda.  the crime rate will go up. DO NOT
DO THIS I LOVE THE CRESENT TRAIL.  if you lived behind the cresent
trail, would you want a train that is dangerous and noisy in your
backyard.  what if you have kids.  you want your children growing up
there.  do it underground or not at alll



 - RECORD #1130 DETAIL
First Name : Craig
Last Name : Tupper
Business Name :
Address : 2332 Belleview Avenue
City : Cheverly
State : MD
Zip Code : 20785
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Hi, I'm Craig Tupper. C-R-A-I-G T-U-P as in purple, P as in purple, E-R.
I'm the Treasurer, that's just like Tupperware. I'm the Treasurer of
Progressive Cheverly.

Recently we've seen many of the effects of oil prices spiking, including a
huge increase in Metro ridership in the last year. As much as we might
like to hope that gasoline is going to remain around $2.00 a gallon, it
would be a mistake to bet our future on that.

But the world is extracting about 85 million barrels of oil per day, which is
about three times more oil than is being found each year. Eventually
we'll no longer be able to increase the amount being pumped and it will
start to decrease.

In fact, it looks like we may have reached that point. Since 2005 the
amount of oil pumped worldwide has been flat at 85 million barrels a
day, despite record prices.

The International Energy Agency has been publishing rosy reports for
years projecting that world oil extraction will continue to grow by 1 to 2
percent per year for decades. No longer.

A new IEA report released just last week, projects a steep decline in
extraction from existing wells and extreme difficulty finding enough new
oil to increase production above current levels.

In 2005, at about the same time the world reached the 85 million barrel a
day level, a report sponsored by the U.S. Department of Energy
concluded, "as peaking of world oil production is approached, liquid-fuel
prices and price volatility will increase dramatically and without timely
mitigation the economic, social and political costs will be
unprecedented."

Viable mitigation options exist on both the supply and demand sides. But
to have substantial impact they must be initiated more than a decade in
advance of peeking.

What about electric cars and other alternatives? In 2007, a U.S.
government report said, "development and widespread adoption of
alternative transportation technologies will take time and effort." The
Department of Energy projects that even under optimistic scenarios, by
2015 these technologies could displace only about 4 percent of U.S.
annual consumption.

There's no doubt that the world will be forced to live with less oil in the
years ahead. As gas gets more expensive, the country club set will still
be able to drive as much as they like, while those of lesser means, not
so much.

Two decades from now most of us here and our children will be living
with the choices we make. We need to invest in public transportation
projects like the Purple Line which are critical to our future. Thank you.



 - RECORD #386 DETAIL
First Name : M. Ann
Last Name : Tutwiler
Business Name :
Address : 425 Greenbrier Drive
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : ATUTWILER@HEWLETT.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : Having three times tried to drive from Silver Spring to College Park to

run an errand and each time having to turn back because the traffic was
so terrible, it would have taken me almost two hours round trip, I am
even more a firm believer in the light rail Purple Line. I live just off of
Dale Drive in Silver Spring (near Sligo Creek ES/SSIMS) and have a
teenage son who is not driving.  I am also a supporter of the line
because, even though it will not benefit him, teenagers (and all of us)
need ways to get around that do not involve their parents (or
themselves) driving everywhere.  The thing my son likes best about us
living in Silver Spring is the ability to get to downtown DC and Bethesda
by metro, but he often begs rides from Bethesda because going through
the District takes so long.

Kind regards,

M. Ann Tutwiler

425 Greenbrier Drive

Silver Spring, MD 20910



 - RECORD #198 DETAIL
First Name : Aaron
Last Name : Ucko
Business Name :
Address : 1301 20th St., NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20036
Email Address : AMU@ALUM.MIT.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Aaron Ucko
1301 20th St., NW, Apt. 904
Washington, DC 20036



 - RECORD #807 DETAIL
First Name : N.T.
Last Name : Umamaheswaran
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : NT.UMAMAHESWARAN@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I support the idea of building the Purple Line Light rail system to connect

Bethesda and New Carrollton.  It is a much needed project to reduce
congestion on the beltway.  It also will reduce travel time between these
two places by eliminating the need to go to downtown DC to get New
Carrollton.

I know the project starts and stops within MD boundaries.  Why not
extend it all the around and connect it to the Blue, Green, Yellow, Blue,
Orange  and back to Red to complete the loop?  An inner loop and an
outer loop, with a third line for emergencies would do wonders to reduce
traffic and promote use of the system by more people around the belt
way.

Yes, it involves other jurisdictions, more money and time.  But such a
link, a circular railroad connecting all the loose ends of the exiting lines
would be tremendous boost to this area and its economy.

A single rate for a trip from anywhere to anywhere within the system
would obviate the need for passengers to use the card to exit, if the
fares are collected upon entry, thus speeding up the exit process.

With the economic downturn and the proposed expenditures on public
projects, now is the time to build this kind of infra-structure asset
creation that will benefit the entire area beyond this recession, outlive all
of us, and reduce dependency on foreign oil.

N. T. Umamaheswaran



 - RECORD #1021 DETAIL
First Name : Melissa
Last Name : Urofsky
Business Name :
Address : 4710 Glenbrook Parkway
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : MELISSA.UROFSKY@MAC.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To all concerned,

I use the trail at least five days a week for about a half hour each time to
walk my dog.  I so enjoy walking to downtown Bethesda or Connecticut
Avenue on this serene path.  It is so beautiful and unique.  If it is
destroyed or compromised, we'll never be able to replace it.  On
weekends, my family of four use it during the spring, summer and fall
months to bike to Georgetown or Silver Spring.  I can't imagine wanting
to go near it if light rail is installed!

Please fight for an extensive underground transportation project that
would connecting to Metro to deal with our dire transportation needs.
This would be just the project President Elect Barack Obama is looking
for to move our country forward, and to lift us from the eminent
Depression that we're headed for ... this could be The New Deal of the
Twenty First Century!

I am ready to vote for a tax hike to help pay for a transportation system
that will suit the needs of my children and grandchildren for generations
to come.  Haven't we burdened our children with enough problems?

Sincerely,

Melissa Urofsky

Melissa Urofsky
4710 Glenbrook Parkway
Bethesda, MD  20814
H/ 301.215.7884
C/ 202.415.7361



 - RECORD #2597 DETAIL
First Name : Gabriella
Last Name : Uza
Business Name :
Address : 17822 Buehler Rd, APt. 181
City : Olney
State : MD
Zip Code : 20832
Email Address : CUTEGABS@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear persons crucial in determining the impact of the purple line on the

CCT,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Personally I use this trail all the time to run with my club, the
Montgomery County Road Runners Club. It breaks my heart that there
would be portions that we can't run on anymore and we run for quite a
while. On the marathon training runs we can be on the trails for a very
long time and it pains me at the thought that that might not happen
anymore or that I won't be able to look at the beautiful scenary. I grew up
in Olney and have lived in this area for my whole life. CCT is a crucial
part of that and my love of running. I  know how bad traffic is, but there
has got to be a better way to build the purple without impacting the CCT
trail. I know that you've had a lot of emails in this, but realize that if you
are getting this many..it must be because many many people care about
this trail.
Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3374 DETAIL
First Name : Tanya
Last Name : Vaccaro
Business Name : Vaccaro's Desserts
Address : 8949 Brookville Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : tanya@vaccaros.com
Submission Content/Notes : Interested in learning more about the line and how my business would

be effected to the Lyttonsville Station.  We have been located on
Brookville Road in Silver Spring, MD since the 70's.



 - RECORD #2809 DETAIL
First Name : Karin
Last Name : van der Cammen
Business Name :
Address :
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : KVANDERCAMMEN@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

I am a runner and I use the trail 6 days a week, every week of the year.
The trail is not only beautiful, it is a safe place for me to run. I do not
have worry about passing cars or trucks like a do when I run on River
Road or other streets with narrow sidewalks. I urge youn to please
reconsider your plan. The trail is used by a great number of people every
day and a much appreciated part of our town. Parking metro trains that
are waiting for repair in the middle of downtown Bethesda seems an
unwise decision. After spending so much money to beautify Bethesda,
and doing a great job with that, it would be a=2 0shame to let it all go to
waste.
Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.
Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.
Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.
Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1905 DETAIL
First Name : Ben
Last Name : Van Heuvelen
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : BVANHEUVELEN@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

         and Council Members,

I have been a resident of Montgomery County for all of my 28 years. I
run and bike on the Crescent Trail several times every week.

I am one of more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1210 DETAIL
First Name : Ted
Last Name : Van Houten
Business Name :
Address : 8401 16th St.
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Good morning or afternoon, at this time everybody. My name is Ted Van
Houten, T-E-D V-A-N H-O-U-T-E-N.

I live at 8401 16th Street in the Falkland Chase Apartment Complex.
Thank you for taking time out of your weekend to allow members of the
community to share their opinions about the Purple Line project.

I'm greatly in favor of constructing it as Light Rail. This option will provide
the fastest travel times, will attract the highest ridership, and will be a
clean and quite enhancement to our existing transportation options and
the greater community.

The greatest advantage of the Purple Line is that it will significantly
decrease the time it will take to travel to communities in Montgomery
and Prince George's Counties.

The most dramatic time savings, I think, is the Purple Line Light Rail trip
from Silver Spring to Bethesda. Which would take only nine minutes
according to current projections. This would not only link the two
communities but it would also bring Silver Spring residents quicker
access to their county government in Rockville.

The Purple Line would also improve links between College
Park/University of Maryland and the surrounding communities. The
students would have an easy way to access the restaurants and
shopping in Silver Spring, Bethesda, and New Carrollton.

Residents would also benefit from being closer to the public university
and could use the Purple Line to bring them to Terps' games, concerts,
speakers, plays, and other events on campus.

We have seen great growth in development around Metro Stations in the
area and they've sparked great change. There's every reason to believe
that the Purple Line will do the same and it will be the catalyst to not only
enhancing existing area but it would also create new Town Centers in
Montgomery and Prince George's Counties where people can work,
shop, live, and play in safe, green, walkable areas.

The Purple Line will bring people out of their cars and off the roads
which will help to minimize pollution to our environment and ease
congestion for those who will continue to drive. Studies have shown that
thousands of people would use the Purple Line and it would be most
popular as Light Rail.

With gas prices rising and more people finding public transportation as a
better alternative to driving the ridership will increase. Especially as new
development provides more places for people to go.

I'm fortunate to live in an area with inexpensive and efficient public
transportation which allows me the luxury to live without a car. Mass
Transit is essential to a sustainable future and in my opinion is
necessary to making urban areas great.

Thank you again for allowing us as members of the community to share
opinions and ideas about this exciting project, as we all work to create
better communities for our future generations of Marylanders. Thank
you.



 - RECORD #1757 DETAIL
First Name : Floris and Polly
Last Name : Van Hovell
Business Name :
Address : 4608 Glenbrook Parkway
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : FLORISVANHOVELL@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

More than once a week, for over two years now, we use the trail from
Bethesda to Silver Spring to go for a run or to walk with our three
children. It is an exhilarating experience -  in this city, where
everything in the public domain is so much centered on using cars, to
find a trail that is quiet and that goes through nature, on for miles.
I'd suggest you walk or bike this part of the trail to see it with
your own eyes.

Therefore, it is very disturbing to learn about the plans for the
purple line. Not just would it disrupt the quiet of the trail and its
surrounding neigborhoods, it would also lead to the destruction of
naturall beauty. The advantages of having the foundation of the old
trail seem greatly overrated given the work you would have to
undertake on the bridges and the foundation and the tearing down of
thousands of trees.

It is not at all clear to me what problem you would actually solve
with the purple line over the old trail. If the numbers of projected
travel add up - of which we yet have to be convinced - I would plead
with you to consider alternatives that are better. In the country
where I was born (The Netherlands), it is good practice to bundle
different arteries of traffic - I would therefore kindly suggest that
you bundle the purple line with the beltway. Or that you consider
tunneling - just as is good practice with any part of the metro -
possibly underneath the Navy Hospital to link up with the medical
centre metro stop. Since the Walter Reed is moving there, it would
make sense to make that the metro hub, and not Bethesda centre.

I believe we are not alone and there are thousands of your citizens
enjoying the trail just as much as we are. They may not all speak up -
but as you know, for each one of us writing you an email or a letter,
there are at the least 100 of us thinking along the same lines. They
are your voters too. So also politically, it doesn't seem to make
sense to go ahead with this plan at all.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central
Park" -- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy
this natural resource, while continuing to foster growth and
development and the jobs that come with it.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #433 DETAIL
First Name : Kristen
Last Name : Van Metter
Business Name :
Address : 8309 Flower Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : KVANMETTER@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

I have been commuting by bicycle for many years, and field questions
continually from interested co-workers, friends, and passers-by.  One
constant obstacle for non-cyclists has been a lack of safe facilities on
which to become more proficient cyclists.  Rail trails and other
designated areas are ideal for people taking the 'first step' on two
wheels.

Please help the DC area population move away from the costs and
dangers associated with automobiles, and help them move toward a
healthier, more sustainable future.

America needs bikes and trains!
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Kristen Van Metter
8309 Flower Ave
3rd Floor
Takoma Park, MD 20912

541-760-8875



 - RECORD #808 DETAIL
First Name : Dave
Last Name : Van Mourik
Business Name :
Address :
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : VANMOURIK.DAVID@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It May Concern:

I support building the purple line as light rail because light rail has many
benefits over buses.  Light rail is quieter than buses and the
maintenance costs over time are less as well.  There is also another
very obvious reason light rail is a smarter option.  As we try to break our
dependence on foreign oil, running buses burns oil while light rail runs
on electricity powered mostly by domestic coal.

Please build the purple line as light rail.

Thank you,
Dave Van Mourik
Silver Spring resident



 - RECORD #935 DETAIL
First Name : Jaime
Last Name : Van Mourik
Business Name :
Address :
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JAIME.VANMOURIK@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Whom It May Concern:

I support building the purple line as light rail because light rail has many
benefits over buses.  Light rail is quieter than buses and the
maintenance costs over time are less as well.  There is also another
very obvious reason light rail is a smarter option.  As we try to break our
dependence on foreign oil, running buses burns oil while light rail runs
on electricity powered mostly by domestic coal.

Please build the purple line as light rail.

Thank you,
Jaime Van Mourik
Silver Spring resident



 - RECORD #3264 DETAIL
First Name : Victoria L.
Last Name : Van Roden
Business Name :
Address : 4107 Jones Bridge Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Ms. Ratliff:

 I am writing regarding the purple line route segment from Silver Spring
to Bethesda, MD. I support the High Investment light rail train (LRT)
option that would travel along the Montgomery County master plan that
has been on the books for several decades.

I have participated in the public process, on behalf of the Hawkins Lane
Historic District, for this section of the transportation plan for the last few
years. It is clear from all the Maryland State Department of
Transportation's unbiased studies that the light rail option along the
master plan is the best option, compared to the bus option along Jones
Bridge Road that the previous (not re-elected) Governor was pushing for
his golf friends at Columbia Country Club. If the decision was to be
based on the facts, the various State consulting studies show hands
down the master plan location for the LRT is best due to: less cost,
carries more commuters, faster than the bus option, less air pollution,
less noise pollution, safer, more efficient, and Montgomery County
(which owns the land on both Jones Bridge Road and the crescent trail
master plan site) wants the master plan option selected.

I was disturbed to learn at the last purple line meeting that some wealthy
Chevy Chase residents, that do not live along either Jones Bridge Road
or the master plan crescent trail, were trying to distort the factual
independent findings that have been done by both Montgomery County
and the State of Maryland. They were incorrectly stating that the one-
mile section of the master plan along the crescent trail is a national park
that cannot be disturbed. As you know, the trail is owned by Montgomery
County, MD for the future public transportation master plan option -it was
never a park. It was very kind of the County to throw some grave down
on this one-mile strip over the years to allow the public access to the trail
prior to it being used as a transportation thoroughfare. This group was
also incorrectly stating that no trail would be available after the light rail
is implemented. If they read any of the State's reports, they would see
the text and drawings of how a trail will be incorporated next to the light
rail. This group also hired their own consultant to spread more lies and
misinformation (amazing what rich people can buy, but hopefully they
have not bought you). I am very concerned that this wealthy connected
group's scare tactics will somehow override the entire State run public
process.

I do live on Jones Bridge Road, use the crescent trail for leisure and take
public transportation to work. The Chevy Chase group that drives  SUVs
does not take public transportation, think they own the one-mile strip of
the master plan rail for when they feel like biking, and do not live in the
adjacent homes affected by the plan, should not be allowed to distort the
public process.
Again, I support the High Investment LRT option. I do NOT support the
bus rapid transit (BRT) option on Jones Bridge Road.

Attachments : Van Roden_Victoria.pdf (73 kb)







 - RECORD #2456 DETAIL
First Name : Meg
Last Name : VanDeWeghe
Business Name :
Address :
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MEG.VANDEWEGHE@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Building the Purple Line on the Capital Crescent Trail does not make
sense. Not only is there not available parking at either end of the trail,
but the Purple Line would be too expensive and would take away one of
Montgomery County's most valuable assets.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
(preferably a bus system) and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as
this region's "Central Park" -- so that we, and generations to come, will
be able to enjoy this natural resource, regardless of the growth and
development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #327 DETAIL
First Name : Mau
Last Name : VanDuren
Business Name :
Address : 3223 Pauline Dr
City : Chevy Chase,
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : schoolbench@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : A am in favor the purple line.

Mau VanDuren

3223 Pauline Dr

Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #1211 DETAIL
First Name : Raymond J.
Last Name : Vanzego
Business Name :
Address : 10014 Highland View
City : Fort Washington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20744
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Sure. Sure. Good afternoon. It's Raymond J. Vanzego. Raymond is

spelled R-A- Y-M-O-N-D, Vanzego is spelled, V as in Virginia, A-N-Z as
in zebra, E-G-O.

I want to thank you for giving me the opportunity today to speak and also
for you to have this meeting in Prince George's County. My home
address is 10014 Highland View in Fort Washington, Maryland which is
in the southern part of Prince George's County.

I noticed today that there are no meetings scheduled on that side of
Prince George's County and I wish that they were. So some of the
citizens over there could see this and come to address their concerns.

I'm a long time resident of Prince George's County, been in Prince
George's County since 1978. I'm married and have a family and live
there and went to public schools here in Prince George's County.

I support the Purple Line, but one of the biggest concerns that I have is
that I see that it is only ending at New Carrollton and it's not extending
beyond that. It's not going to Temple Hills. It's not serving Branch
Avenue, Hillcrest Heights, and in the Fort Washington area.

We have the National Harbor there and one of the biggest concerns with
people that I've talked to, especially with employees, is that there is not
mass transportation there.

There is a transportation system run by Metro but it ends at the end of
the day but National Harbor is open throughout the day and you have
workers that work there early in the morning. They don't have
transportation to go there because they don't have cars.

So one of the things that I would like to see happen is that this
committee go back and stress that we need this to go further than New
Carrollton and hopefully that's in the plans.

One of the things with Metro is that Prince George's County, and
particularly southern Prince George's County, were the last area to
receive public transportation through the Metro with the trains. Yes, we
have the bus but we don't have the Light Rail.

So we are in favor of Light Rail transportation. It does have an impact on
transportation and the congestion and it helps with the environment. So
thank you very much. Appreciate it. Thank you.



 - RECORD #1012 DETAIL
First Name :
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ANA.VARELA@RENAISSANCEHOTELS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I received a flyer at the metro regarding the purple line and I just wanted

to respond. Please accept this message as my signature approving the
purple line. I think it will alleviate a lot of congestion and will help people
get from the Silver Spring area to Bethesda without having to go through
the city. With all the green initiatives going on, this will help get some
cars off the street and hopefully lessen pollution in the area.

Wish you continued success with this initiative!

Ana Varela



 - RECORD #1522 DETAIL
First Name : Elizabeth and George
Last Name : Vary
Business Name :
Address : 5712 Newington Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : GVARY@ZINC.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : We join the vast array of citizens' associations who are against the

proposed light rail.  Opposition from those groups is not limited to
communities immediately adjacent to the existing tracks, a fact often
overlooked--perhaps intentionally--by trolley proponents.

Our opposition is based on a number of indisputable factors:

1.    The cost of the trolley is prohibitive in these times.  With state and
county budgets breaking, and with taxpayers simply unable to shoulder
more burden except for the most vital projects--such as around
Bethesda Naval Hospital--this proposal clearly does not measure up.
Not only is the trolley the most expensive of the alternatives in terms of
initial cost, it also has the highest annual maintenance cost and is the
least cost-effective from the FTA standpoint.  Why, then, does it enjoy
such favor?

2.     Because the developers stand to gain so much by it, that's why.
We hope the state has read and considered the recent excellent expose
of the Chevy Chase Land Company's plans to develop the area around
a proposed trolley stop on Connecticut Avenue in Bethesda.  For your
convenience, the piece may be found at
http://www.gazette.net/stories/12032008/bethnew202539_32474.shtml.
We urge the state to consider that much of the support for the trolley
arises from pure developers' greed.  And once those developments are
created, they will attract more automobiles that go with the planned
apartments and shops, exacerbating the traffic problems the trolley
claims it will address.  And, the county will then have to pay for traffic
control around the new developments created by the trolley, increasing
the effective cost thereof.

3.    The state's own study shows that the vast bulk of the projected
trolley passenger traffic does not drive autos, so the trolley will not
alleviate east-west traffic on the Beltway.

4.    The trolley will disrupt quiet neighborhoods, uproot trees and habitat
and deny hikers and bikers a quiet journey on the trail.  Although we do
not live on or near the current trail, we believe the wishes of the
homeowners along, and users of, the trail should take precedence over
the insatiable greed of developers who have already choked the
Bethesda area, particularly given the cost of the trolley.

In sum, if the county and the state have spare funds for projects such as
this, they don't need all of our tax dollars.

Elizabeth and George Vary
5712 Newington Road
Bethesda, MD 20816



 - RECORD #1618 DETAIL
First Name : elizabeth
Last Name : vary
Business Name :
Address : 5712 newington road
City : bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : gvary@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : Buses, please



 - RECORD #1627 DETAIL
First Name : George
Last Name : Vary
Business Name :
Address : 5712 Newington Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Light rail is a boondoggle for developers at a time when taxpayers

cannot afford it.  Light rail is the most expensive option, will not take cars
off the road (as the state has found) and, ironically, will increase auto
traffic at the new developments that will spring up near stations (e.g.,
Connecticut Avenue).  You will destroy green space, as well.  And light
rail, as opposed to express buses, will do nothing to help with the added
BRC traffic.  If you've got all this extra money burning a hole in your
pockets, let's give some back to the beleaguered taxpayer.



 - RECORD #173 DETAIL
First Name : Yanira
Last Name : Veras
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : highgrace@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : To whom it may concern (MTA),

Just wanted to let you know I support a light rail Purple Line.  It was
much needed in Riverdale,  especially at the Riverdale Road and
Kennelworth Ave area.



 - RECORD #2682 DETAIL
First Name : Ron
Last Name : Verdonk
Business Name :
Address :
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : RVERDONK@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Please opt for building the light rail for the Purple Line.  The additional

cost will be an investment clearly worth making.



 - RECORD #2114 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Veremis
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : yiannib@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I enthusiastically support Purple Line.



 - RECORD #651 DETAIL
First Name : Douglas
Last Name : Verner
Business Name :
Address : 6612 Struttman Lane
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : VernerD@guestservices.com



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sir or Madam:

I write in support of immediate design and construction of the Purple
Line as a rail line.

As one who spends unacceptably large parts of my life sitting in traffic
on the Capital Beltway, I believe that this critical investment in the future
of our region should have been started years ago.  The waste of time
and gasoline (much of it imported from hostile countries) that I see
almost daily would pay for much of the cost of this project.

I am baffled that 50 years ago the transportation leadership in the area
built the Capital Beltway, but only now are we seriously discussing a
circumferential rail line.  Frankly, though I know Metro-style rail is
probably more expensive than the light rail system being considered for
the Purple Line, I think we should be planning and building for the day
when the region constructs a rail line that doesn’t just connect Bethesda
with New Carrolton, but loops the entire region, just like the Beltway
does.  The Bethesda to New Carrolton will be only the first part of this
line.  And claiming a bus line will meet the needs of the region is
ludicrous, the result of either NIMBY and/or extremely short-sided
thinking.  A bus line will do almost nothing to relieve the congestion, and
will cripple the region when higher gas prices return (as they surely will),
and tens of thousands of travelers clamor for public transportation
options.

Lastly, I am an avid bike rider, and frequent user of the Capital Crescent
Trail.  Even so, I would gladly give up that Trail for use as the route of
the Purple Line, if that would speed or lessen the cost of construction.
Alternate bike routes can fairly easily be painted on local roads to
replace the Capital Crescent Trail’s provision of an east-west link
between Silver Spring and Bethesda.  Yes, they might not be as scenic,
but they will get the job done.

Please get the job (building a Purple Line) done as soon as possible.
Thank you for considering these comments.

Sincerely,

Douglas Verner

6612 Struttmann Lane

Rockville, Maryland  20852



 - RECORD #1079 DETAIL
First Name : Charles T.
Last Name : Vest
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : CVEST@FASTERMAC.NET



Submission Content/Notes : TO: Maryland Transportation Administration
FROM: Charles T. Vest
Past President, Seven Oaks-Evanswood Citizens Association
Silver Spring, Maryland
SUBJECT: Purple Line Alternatives Analysis/DEIS

I have followed MTA’s efforts over the past several years to study and
eventually make recommendations as to the feasibility of the so-called
called Purple Line or Bi-County Transitway. I have also reviewed much
of the recently-published material on the subject. The following are my
conclusions:
SIGNIFICANT FACTORS FOR VIABILITY
1. A transit proposal must be an improvement over the current system of
private cars and buses.
2. The transit must demonstrate a significant increase in ridership over
current Metrobus and RideOn buses.
3. A significant number of cars must be taken off of the road by the
transit system.
4. Transit must not disrupt and degrade residential communities in its
path.
5. A transit system must enjoy support from the communities it is to
serve and pass through.
6. It must be done right to be effective long term.
CURRENT ANALYSIS
There is nothing in the analysis published by MTA which convinces me
that the Purple Line as currently envisioned would be a significant
improvement over the current situation. The projected ridership numbers
appear manipulated and ever-increasing. The projected travel times are
slow, with transit vehicles competing with cars, trucks and traffic signals.
Significant reduction of cars in favor of the Purple Line is not projected.

Of primary concern to Silver Spring residents is that portion of the
proposal which plots the route of a train or bus along Wayne Avenue.
The route under consideration, traveling though Silver Spring at grade,
would be extremely disruptive to local businesses and degrading to our
community. Our citizen’s association debated this very issue at a special
meeting on February 28 and took a historic vote. There were an
unprecedented 218 votes cast, 150 or 71% of which favor the Purple
Line, but only if the portion along Wayne Avenue is built underground.
Indeed, there were more people who would prefer no Purple Line (39%)
than those who would want or accept an at grade line on Wayne Avenue
(29%). The community spoke clearly and decisively.

In conclusion, a transit system must be fast, convenient and efficient.
This is what makes Metrorail so successful. It must not only be cost-
effective but designed for long-term viability. The Bi-County Transitway
or Purple Line as currently envisioned is none of these. The only way to
make this a truly viable transit alternative to cars is to put much of it
underground. This is critical in densely populated areas such as Silver
Spring, including that portion planned for the Seven Oaks-Evanswood
area. If this is not done, the proposed Purple Line in not viable in my
view. Those who would believe otherwise might also believe in the Tooth
Fairy and admire the Emperor’s new clothes.



 - RECORD #1076 DETAIL
First Name : Gilberte S.
Last Name : Vest
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : CVEST@FASTERMAC.NET
Submission Content/Notes : TO: Maryland Transportation Administration

FROM: Gilberte S. Vest

To Whom It May Concern:
I wish to comment upon that part of the above analysis that pertains to
Silver Spring.

The idea that either a light rail train or rapid bus could navigate the roads
in our community and downtown area is ridiculous.

---The surface route would result in the closing of the Wayne Avenue
entrance to the large parking lot for Silver Spring International Middle
School and Sligo Creek Elementary School, with traffic being rerouted
onto Dale Drive and neighborhood side streets behind the school.

---Traffic congestion would worsen with the interaction of the Purple Line
with traffic to and from the Whole Foods shopping center parking lot and
the Wayne Avenue Garage.

---The analysis is based in part on an assumption that cars can travel at
45 miles per hour on Wayne, although the speed limit on Wayne is 30
mph and near schools is 25 mph. This appears to be faulty analysis.

---The only way it appears that a transit system, Purple or otherwise,
would be successful in Silver Spring would be for it to be underground.
Then and only might people be apt to use it and than and only then
might the system be beneficial and not be a constant disruption to life in
Silver Spring.

One suggestion: I have always hoped to have a transit link between
Silver Spring and Bethesda. This, as I recall, was the basis of the
original Purple Line. Given that funds are in short supply and the old
CSX right-of-way is still there, I would suggest building only this leg of
the Purple Line system. There should be some tunneling along that
route as well, possibly under the Columbia Club golf course. But this
would demonstrate the feasibility of the Purple Line, serve a practical
function and keep costs down.

Sincerely,
Gilberte S. Vest



 - RECORD #1612 DETAIL
First Name : Berta
Last Name : Villatoro
Business Name : N/A
Address : 1007 Robroy Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20903
Email Address : berjaz@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : Yes, I'm with the Purple Line.  It would be more efficiently for people to

get to work faster.  It will create more job opportunities.  Finally, and
more important we will have a clearner air pollution.



 - RECORD #1787 DETAIL
First Name : Andrew
Last Name : Viloria
Business Name :
Address : 8419 Greenbelt Road
City : Greenbelt
State : MD
Zip Code : 20770
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : The Purple Line is probably one of the smartest things the DC Metro

area can do since building the Metro in the first place. One of the main
reasons is that it will help reduce Beltway congestion.



 - RECORD #3148 DETAIL
First Name : Andrew
Last Name : Viloria
Business Name :
Address : 8419 Greenbelt Road
City : Greenbelt
State : MD
Zip Code : 20770
Email Address : viloria_andrew@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Viloria 35688.pdf (107 kb)







 - RECORD #1556 DETAIL
First Name : Vincenzo
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I live near the Glenmont metro and I go to Bethesda often for work. The

purple line would be very convenient



 - RECORD #841 DETAIL
First Name : JT
Last Name : Virnich
Business Name :
Address : 1215 10th Street NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20001
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : The rail option is absolutely essential! While buses may make more

sense in the short term, they will do nothing to encourage greater
economic prosperity in the long term.  The DC area needs a viable
alternative to highways, and a light rail option is simply the best way to
bring our region into the 21st century.  In a decade, people will look back
at the decision to build a rail as one of the best decisions the MTA made.
Can you imagine a DC area without a Metro?  What if we had just built
bus lines?  What kind of reputation would the city have for
transportation?  BUILD THE RAIL!!



 - RECORD #2672 DETAIL
First Name : Terra
Last Name : Virsilas
Business Name :
Address : 27 Parkway Apt B
City : Greenbelt
State : MD
Zip Code : 20770
Email Address : ERRATAY@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.



 - RECORD #588 DETAIL
First Name : Lisa K. & Frank K.
Last Name : Vita
Business Name :
Address : 5904 Searl Terrace
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : FLVITA@AOL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : I am writing to express my opposition to a Purple Line along the
Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring. We can put
transit in another location, but we can't re-create this beautiful,
tree-lined, natural recreational greenspace anywhere else.

A narrow, dangerous, shadeless bike lane, about 10' from trains
passing in two directions every three minutes, will not provide a
tranquil "Trail" experience. It would be tragic to destroy this
wonderful amenity that adds so much value to the lives of everyone who
uses it, and to all of the many communities that benefit from it.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to allow for an
objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating of the
transit projects seeking funding under the Federal New Starts
process". But the DEIS has been neither objective, fair, nor
complete. The adverse environmental and community impacts are
severely
understated in the DEIS for the Purple Line along the Trail. For example:

1. History in the DEIS
There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light
rail called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so
narrow. While there is frequent reference to the right of way being a
former transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train
that previously ran in the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at
about 15 mph, on a single track, and was screened by forest on both
sides. With the Purple Line, this single track (which is now a trail)
will be replaced by two tracks and a trail, with no trees, and with
trains passing every three minutes.

2. Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace
Inexplicably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the
Trail has been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006,
and this number has been growing steadily. Trail users are of all
ages, races, nationalities, and abilities. This heavy trail use is
especially significant in light of the fact that the Trail is crushed
stone, not paved like the Trail to Georgetown, and bikers with narrow
tires cannot use it without significant risk to their tires.

Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace
and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density. The population of the Bethesda CBD
will double in 15 years and these residents will need greenspace and
recreational trails. The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and
dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.

3. Loss of Forest
The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be
destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced. The DEIS is
inexplicably negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the
impact of the loss of these trees to the environment, to trail users,
and to the communities surrounding the Trail. According to American
Forests, at least 17 acres of tree canopy will be destroyed. These
17 acres of mature trees are some of the last remaining forest in
lower Montgomery County and they are important for sediment control,
clean water, clean air, carbon sequestration, shading the Trail, and
providing a buffer for communities.

4. Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane
MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail
are seriously misleading. There can be no tree canopy near the
tracks, and to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide



canopy is not supported in fact. To the contrary, on both sides of
the right-of-way, neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing
because their homes are very close to the rail and the Trail. Hence,
trail users will be confined inside a solid fenced in corridor with
trains passing by in both directions every three minutes. Fencing
will also be necessary along the inside border of the Trail to keep
trail users from accidently falling onto the tracks or from crossing
intentionally. Most of the right of way will require major retaining
walls since the terrain in almost never level and tends to rise
steeply or fall of precipitously.

5. Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two
directions, passing each other in both directions. To be fenced into
a narrow bike lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be
harrowing at best.

6. Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided
by a transitway. These neighborhoods share the same middle school
and
high school. Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to get to
Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School, and the
Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes. A
transitway in this location seriously is destructive to community
cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning.

7. Loss of Trail Access
Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring
communities. Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.

8. Safety Concerns with the Light Rail
Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the rail in
dangerous ways, jumping fences, etc. Young people will try to climb
fences, for example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East
Bethesda, Macdonald's on East West Highway, and the Leland Center in
the Town of Chevy Chase. Currently, there are many gates, and youth
come through these regularly.

In the last two weeks there have been light rail accidents in Boston
and in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train
in Montgomery County.

This is simply not a safe and resonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a popular Trail.

9. Homes along the Trail
The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and
apartments
along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway. The DEIS should state how many
of these homes are less than 100', 75', 50', 30' etc. from where
light rail trains would pass; It is simply inexcusable to have no
analysis of the impact on the property values of the homes along the
corridor.

In conclusion, the DEIS has not been a fair study and appears to be
biased in understating the adverse impacts of transit along the



Capital Crescent Trail. Given the bias that is readily evident in the
study, it causes one to have grave concerns about other areas of the
study which are technical and not so transparent, such as ridership,
time traveled, etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent
Trail/Georgetown Branch right of way be finally eliminated as a route
for the Purple Line. Loss of this significant, irreplaceable
greenspace is unacceptable. Choosing this route will meet with
substantial and growing opposition from Trail users and communities
far and wide, and this dissent will hurt any chances for FTA funding.
I urge our public officials to give a fair and more thorough study of
the Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route and any other possible
routes that should be studied as well.

When the Master Plan was written, our public officials at that time
did not know how wildly popular the Capital Crescent Trail would
become. Nor did they need to find transit solutions to BRAC. It is
time to take a new, fresh and unbiased look at where transit should
best be located.

Thank you for your consideration.

I am urging you, Governor O'Malley, and all other elected officials to
listen to those of us affected by this outrageous plan. We absolutely do
not want our beautiful Crescent Trail destroyed. There are so few green
spaces left in Bethesda/Chevy Chase. We have to preserve whatever
little is left.My family uses the trail all the time, and when my
grandchildren come down from New York, they immediately want to go
over to the Trail to roller blad, bike or simply walk. In the winter I even
use the trail for cross country skiing with friends. Please help us defeat
this irresponsible plan.

Sincerely,

Lise K. Vita & Frank K. Vita
5904 Searl Terrace
Bethesda, MD 20816



 - RECORD #302 DETAIL
First Name : Benedetto
Last Name : Vitiello
Business Name :
Address : 5801 Midhill Street
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My impression from reviewing the available information is that the Purple

Line will substantially change the environment and landscape between
Silver Spring and Chevy Chase. The risk for irreparable damage to the
trail is real.  When in doubt, please take a "first do not harm" approach.
Alternative, less extreme solutions could and should be tried first before
buiding a railway across fields and residencies.



 - RECORD #2147 DETAIL
First Name : Deborah A.
Last Name : Vollmer
Business Name :
Address : 7202 44th Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. D. Vollmer.pdf (1 mb)





 - RECORD #1431 DETAIL
First Name : Deborah
Last Name : Vollmer
Business Name :
Address : 7202 44th St
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : It's Deborah, D-E-B-O-R-A-H, last name is Vollmer, V as in Victor, O-L-

L-M-E-R. And I live in the town of Chevy Chase and I live in the house I
grew up in. The house has been in the family for years, actually 61, my
parents bought it the year before I was born.

And I remember the freight trains. They came very infrequently along the
Georgetown Branch, very infrequently and it was a single track. And that
was a time when we had a lot more green space in our part of the area
then we do today. The trail is a resource for people who live immediately
in the region but there are also people who come from across the
county, whether they come to visit their friends or their neighbors or
sometimes there's a marathon or banter where they have runners and
people come and they appreciate this trail and they come from miles
around, they come from across the county.

So this is a resource and it is a linear park, it's very narrow. Reference
has been made to the trees and the special nature of the trees. But it's,
it's a very narrow linear park and there's, we have hikers and we have
bikers and there's inevitable conflict between hikers and bikers simply
because of the lack of space.

You go out on a nice summer day on the weekend and hikers and bikers
are in close proximity and sometimes there are accidents and these
aren't reported very often but occasionally you see something in the
Washington Post about a hiker colliding with a biker and maybe it wasn't
on the Georgetown Branch, maybe it was in a different part. But this, this
is going to happen more and more. Hikers and bikers are courteous and
they look our for one another.

But add to this mix a train, there is no room. And all the trees that would
have to come down and no mention has been made of the fact that I
know of at least one house that was going to have to come down if this
project goes through, right next to where East-West Highway crosses
the trail, there's a house, they do, they're part of a food co-op and it's a
yoga school and people live there and they also have yoga classes and
that house is right smack up against where the train would have to be,
that would have to come down.

And no mention is made, I'm sure there are other houses as well. A lot of
mentions been made of BRAC. Why have this end in Bethesda? It
should be, there should be a terminus by Naval Medical.

There's a lot more I could say but I know my time is limited. Put it
underground or put it somewhere else. In fact, I would say why not, in
the short term since funds are lacking, make the buses as nice and
energy efficient and convenient as you can, run them more frequently
along existing roads and then in the long-term seamless connection on
the Red Line underground and, you know, make it underground so it
doesn't interfere with the trail and the trees. Thank you.



 - RECORD #1636 DETAIL
First Name : Fritz
Last Name : von Fleckenstein
Business Name :
Address : 3109 14th St. NE
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20017
Email Address : fritz@alumni.reed.edu
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Maryland Transit Administration:

I enthusiastically support a light rail Purple Line, with the following
components:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.

Although I live in DC, I depend on public transportation to get around the
area, and I have often noted how inconvenient it is to have to loop
through downtown DC to go from Wheaton or Silver Spring to Rockville,
when they are actually quite close to each other.  The Purple Line would
greatly improve access.



 - RECORD #3187 DETAIL
First Name : Lauren
Last Name : Vorisek
Business Name :
Address : 5004 Flanders Ave.
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : laurenvorisek@Hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Vorisek 35845.pdf (107 kb)







 - RECORD #233 DETAIL
First Name : Nita
Last Name : Vorisek
Business Name :
Address : 2015 Lanier Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : vorisek@msn.com
Submission Content/Notes : Construction of the Purple Line will have a beneficial effect on the

northern Beltway traffic during both rush hours.  The flow tends to be
heaviest from east to west in the am and vice versa in the pm.  The
Purple Line will also reduce parking congestion in the Bethesda area
employment centers, including the downtown area since many of the
employees there live east of Bethesda.



 - RECORD #2827 DETAIL
First Name : Vikki
Last Name : Wachino
Business Name :
Address : 4613 Norwood Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : WACHINO@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,  County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, and Council President Andrews,

My family adores the Crescent Trail and it is a big part of our lives.  We
use it for family bike trips, walks, and my husband uses it to commute to
work.  All of our friends and neighbors use it as well.  I believe you all,
and particularly Mr. Leggett, have heard from a neighbor of mine for
whom the trail has served as a vital source of support as she has taken
walks as she has battled breast cancer.  I think you know what the trail
means to people like her and like me, but fear that you are choosing to
disregard our cares and concerns in favor of choosing an approach that
seems expedient right now.  I am deeply disappointed that state and
county officials are so close to contemplating fundamentally altering the
trail to make way for the Purple Line.  Maryland and Montgomery County
can do better.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.  I can give you my absolute assurance that if this
happens I will no longer use the Trail with any regularity.  I personally
can imagine few things less pleasant than walking or biking so close to a
light rail system.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.   It is not too late to turn back from this
misguided approach and consider other ways to promote needed public
transportation in the county.



 - RECORD #2753 DETAIL
First Name : Steven J.
Last Name : Wadyka, Jr.
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : WADYKAS@GTLAW.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County
Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson and Board members, Council
President Andrews and Council members, and Congressman Van
Hollen,

I write regarding the proposed construction of a railway on the Capital
Crescent Trail between Silver Spring and downtown Bethesda.  My
family, friends and I have for many years used the Trail for biking, hiking
and jogging.  I have long admired the natural beauty of the trees along
the Trail.  In a region where we are constantly confronted with
burgeoning commercial and residential development, the Trail has
provided a tranquil place to escape from the "hustle and bustle" of
commuting, traffic, and the resulting noise.

The proposed railway (whether "light" or otherwise) would destroy the
natural beauty and tranquility of the Trail.  Far from bringing us "benefits"
as its supporters would have us believe, the railway would, among other
things, (1) destroy the mature trees surrounding the Trail and, along with
them, the natural beauty of the Trail itself, (2) destroy the homes of
numerous individuals and families who would suffer the misfortune of
having a home in the path of this railway, (3) create a noise even more
strident and intolerable than the noise from which we all have sought to
escape through use of the Trail, (4) imperil the users of the Trail by
placing an active railway within about 10 feet from bikers, joggers and
hikers (all of whom would be forced to share space on a significantly
narrowed bike lane), and (5) permanently and irreversibly alter the
environmental balance of the Trail's ecosystems.

Moreover, construction of the proposed railway is particularly ill-
conceived given the current economic and budget crises faced by the
state and federal governments.  There are alternatives to the proposed
railway that, if implemented, will save taxpayers literally hundreds of
millions of dollars.  These alternatives also would not have the
destructive impact that the railway would inflict upon not only the Trail
and those who use and respect it, but also everyone residing in
communities from Bethesda to New Carrolton whose homes and
neighborhoods would take a direct "hit" from the railway's construction
and operation.

In conclusion, I respectfully submit that any action to approve this
proposed railway would be a particularly irresponsible use of taxpayers'
money at a time when governments at the state and federal level are
struggling to deal with the turmoil in our economy and the resulting crisis
of confidence among our citizens.  Now is not the time to commit billions
of dollars to a project that, at the very least, is of questionable value and
utility to the community and which would undeniably result in the
permanent alteration -- in fact, destruction -- of a prized natural asset:
the Trail.

I therefore call upon each and every one of you to use your wisdom,
vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the Trail as
this region's "Central Park," so that we, and generations to come, will be
able to enjoy this natural resource, regardless of the growth and
development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2968 DETAIL
First Name : Donya
Last Name : Wagithuku
Business Name :
Address : 1215 East-West Highway, #712
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Wagithuku,Donya_The Purple Line is good.pdf (44 kb)





 - RECORD #2585 DETAIL
First Name : Kusum
Last Name : Wagle
Business Name :
Address : 7901 Burdette Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : AQUA51@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1084 DETAIL
First Name : Judith
Last Name : Wagner
Business Name :
Address : 6113 Goldtree Way
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : JWAGNER25@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : I'm a resident of Bethesda and I heartily support a LIGHT RAIL (NOT

BUSES!) on the proposed purple line.  We need better mass transit
opportunities.  That right of way was always for some kind of rail, (until
the demise of the rail traffic.)  In an ideal world, we should all live in a
beautiful bucolic setting, but we need better air quality (fewer commuters
cross county) and a more viable mass transit system for Montgomery.
The light rail system in Boston suburbs provides a lot of value to homes
close to stations, and the quality of the neighborhoods abutting the light
rale have not been hurt.
So COUNT ME as a supporter of light rail, and SURFACE transport.  To
worry about the look of the lot next to Giffords Ice Cream, when the
alternative will be to build shadowy high rise, is idiotic.
Go with your conscience.  I'm sending this on to my neighbors so that
they can register their support.
Judith Wagner
6113 Goldtree Way
Bethesda MD 20817



 - RECORD #2962 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Wah
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support the Purple Line because I would use it. I commute via Metro

everyday, and I use Metro frequently for weekend trips as well. The
route of the Purple Line would make my travel faster and more efficient
and would increase ridership generally. Most important, it would get
more cars off our already crowded roads. Thank you.

Attachments : Smith, Bettina_Wah, Michael.pdf (60 kb)





 - RECORD #1536 DETAIL
First Name : Bonnie
Last Name : Wahiba
Business Name : Child Trends
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : BWAHIBA@CHILDTRENDS.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : We need a light rail, NOT a bus!  The purple line will do what a bus

could never do, i.e., connect to Metro stations, MARC, Amtrak, and other
bus lines.  Yes, it will be expensive, but we will reap the rewards
immediately by the construction helping the economy.  There is not
question that this is the solution to the transportation problem in
Maryland!

Bonnie Wahiba

Special Assistant to the President/Web Content Manager

Child Trends

(  202/572-6136

7 202/362-8420

P Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail



 - RECORD #833 DETAIL
First Name : Alice
Last Name : Wahl
Business Name :
Address : 1518 Featherwood Stl.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address : callwahl@qubicle.com
Submission Content/Notes : We need the rapid and lesser pollution potential type of transportation

inherent to rails that will link PG County to Silver Spring to Bethesda.
Build that light rail soon!



 - RECORD #3129 DETAIL
First Name : Charmayne
Last Name : Walker
Business Name :
Address : 9925 Greenbelt Rd., Apt 102
City : Lanham
State : MD
Zip Code : 20706
Email Address : cjrOl69@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Walker 35568.pdf (107 kb)







 - RECORD #2049 DETAIL
First Name : Elinor
Last Name : Walker
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ELINORW@PEOPLEPC.COM
Submission Content/Notes : One of the little-appreciated tragedies of the 20th century was the

destruction of light rail in most of our cities.  Cars and buses were
designed to use lots of oil to enrich the few.  We need a return to more
environmentally friendly transport, and it surely cannot have a worse
effect on the Capital Crescent Trail than buses, even if they are natural-
gas fueled.  The decision on the Purple Line should be light rail.



 - RECORD #2717 DETAIL
First Name : Jelila
Last Name : Walker
Business Name :
Address : 7111 Woodmont Ave. #610
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : JELILA@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I am writing to urge you to preserve our green space in the Bethesda
area.  Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages,
races, ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. I live in downtown Bethesda, and this is the
only park in my neighborhood.  Without it our community would lose the
beauty of the trees and a safe place for jogging and walking, in an area
that would otherwise be a maze of concrete and roads.
If the Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the
Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass
about 10' from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be an
environmental and recreational disaster.  Please put transit elsewhere
and preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park" --
so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2733 DETAIL
First Name : Jeremy
Last Name : Walker
Business Name :
Address : 7111 Woodmont Ave.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : JEREMYDWALKER@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,

ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2712 DETAIL
First Name : Karen
Last Name : Walker
Business Name :
Address : 5141 Linnean Ave., N.W.
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20008
Email Address : KG.WALKER@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : To all who have any power over the proposed purple line going forward

or not….

The Capital Crescent Trail is such a gift and one that I, my family and
friends have used over the years for exercise, to meet with others and to
generally enjoy the outdoors. In this age of trying to have healthier and
more fit Americans, please do not take away this treasure of outdoors
that provides so much to so many!

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #825 DETAIL
First Name : Rhonda
Last Name : Walker
Business Name :
Address : 5209 Stoney Meadows Drive
City : Forestville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20747
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly oppose the purple line. The state of Maryland and the federal

government should re-direct this allocation of money to help
homeowners save their homes. These funds could be better spent in
trying to save our economy, create activities for at-risk youth, and save
homeowners from foreclosure. Isn't it obvious that we are a country in a
great financial crisis at this time. I suggest putting this project on hold for
a few years until our economy, schools and communitites are at a more
stable place.

Attachments : 7.pdf (998 kb)





 - RECORD #977 DETAIL
First Name : Joanne F.
Last Name : Wall, Esq.
Business Name :
Address : 8101 Connecticut Ave.,
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : JOANNE.WALL@FCC.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
County Executive Leggett,
Chairman Hanson,
Council President Andrews,

I use the Capital Crescent Trail three and four times a week as a source
of relaxation and exercise, as well as an means of access to the
Bethesda Row area.  The Trail is a much-loved oasis of quiet and calm
in an area of our state that is otherwise too congested, thanks, in part, to
the poor planning of our elected officials, who fail to recognize the
importance of parks and open land, such as the current Capital Crescent
Trail.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility, safety, and natural beauty.

And yet, the recent Purple Line Environmental Impact Statement
confirms that the Purple Line between Bethesda and Silver Spring will:

Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy -- 17
acres of trees
Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow bike lane along a transitway
Run trains about 10’ from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions
Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance
Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else. Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Joanne F. Wall, Esq.
8101 Connecticut Ave., Apt. South-702
Chevy Chase, MD  20815



 - RECORD #2060 DETAIL
First Name : Joanne
Last Name : Wall
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JOANNE.WALL@FCC.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews,

Under our government's stewardship over the past twenty or so years,
much of Montgomery County and its environs has been increasingly
blighted with overbuilding and the resultant congestion.  Twenty years
ago, this area was a beautiful, enviable area of our country, with wide
open spaces of greenery and beauty.  Today, the Montgomery County
area is clogged with traffic and over construction, with only those
wealthy enough to belong to country clubs having access to expanses of
natural beauty.  Thanks to our government's poor planning and
heedlessness, the Montgomery County area, with few exceptions, is
characterized by gridlock, congestion, and over construction.  Please do
not destroy one of our last vestiges of beauty and peace with the
development of the ill-conceived Purple Line along The Capital Crescent
Trail.  Supreme Court William O. Douglas took a heroic stand to
preserve our environment with the C&O Canal; I would urge you to do
the same for the Crescent Trail.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #12 DETAIL
First Name : Naor
Last Name : Wallach
Business Name :
Address : 235 Molly Drive
City : McMurray
State : PA
Zip Code : 15317
Email Address : nwallach@switch.com
Submission Content/Notes : Would like to start receiving information on this project.



 - RECORD #2087 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Wallerstedt
Business Name :
Address : 9626 Carriage Road
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : JFWALLERSTEDTIII@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hansen, Council President Andrews,

I am a Kensington resident and long-time runner.  I use the Crescent
Trail regularly for my runs and have a great appreciation for its natural
splendor and its importance for runners, bikers, walkers, and casual
strollers.  From talking to people along the Trail, I am aware that the
users are not only from the Bethesda/Chevy Chase/Kensington area, but
all over the region.  I know that thousands of people use the Trail every
week and enjoy its incredible seasonal beauty all year round.

Please act to preserve this great park which is such a key contributor to
the quality of life in our area.  There are other solutions to our east-west
transportation problems than building the Purple Line on the Trail (and
smarter solutions that would feed the transit line directly into the Naval
Medical Center and the Medical Center Metro.)  We as a generation and
you as our leaders have an opportunity to make a courageous and
visionary choice in this matter.

Thank you for your careful consideration...and let me know if you can
join me for a run!

Sincerely,



 - RECORD #1131 DETAIL
First Name : Kevin
Last Name : Walling
Business Name :
Address : 8600 16th Street, Apt 301
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Sure. Good morning. My name is Kevin Walling, K-E-V-I-N W-A-L-L-I-N-

G and I live at 8600 16th Street in Silver Spring. I'm grateful for the
opportunity to speak briefly with you about the need to build a Light Rail
Purple Line.

I come before you because I'm part of the future of Montgomery and
Prince George's County. I'm young, I graduated recently from college in
Washington, and Silver Spring has become my home. I love the
vibrancy, the excitement, and the diversity of this area. All things that
you can only truly experience living and working near Washington.

I plan on getting married, I'm still working on that, raising children, paying
taxes, voting, and growing old in this area. What we say here in this
room and how we move forward with the construction of the Purple Line,
will affect not only my future and my children's future but everyone who
is fortunate to call our community home.

I also come before you this morning because I live in an apartment
complex, filled with working class families struggling to make ends meet.
Of immigrants and young people, like me, just starting out in our area.
And of older residents who have witnessed the tremendous growth our
community has experienced, due in larger part to the ingenuity and hard
work of our neighbors.

As the plan stands now, a Purple Line stop would be constructed very
near to our buildings on 16th Street. Offering a convenient and cost-
effective alternative to driving to work, to school, and to events in the
community.

My neighbors and I all speak in one resounding voice, building the
momentum behind this affordable, efficient, clean, Light Rail Purple Line.
I'm grateful to each of you representatives of the MTA leaders in our
community, and public officials for your hard work and willingness to
listen to the needs of our community.

I humbly ask as a fellow Marylander, for the future and posterity of our
community and for my neighbors who are unable to be here today, to
build the Purple Line now. Thank you all.



 - RECORD #1667 DETAIL
First Name : judy
Last Name : walser
Business Name : Walser household
Address : 10401 garden way
City : potomac
State : MD
Zip Code : 20854
Email Address : jcwalser@earthlink.net
Submission Content/Notes : We will need all the public transportation as the our county has the

immigrant population who do not have cars. Plus we have done a good
job in employing the disabled who also need public transportation. Judy
Walser



 - RECORD #2282 DETAIL
First Name : Deirdre and Howard
Last Name : Walsh
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : WALSHDEIRDREM@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor, Chairman, and Councilmembers,

Please consider the many users and uses of the Capital Crescent Trail
before you vote.  I live near the busy East West Highway and
Connecticut Intersection and use the trail a great deal, whether it be for
an early morning or evening run, or taking any number of my nine
children on walks or bike-rides. The trail offers my family a peaceful and
safe environment for outdoor activities amidst our very congested
surroundings.  The area inside the Beltway has already become too
over-developed and to take away such a well used and enjoyable
amenity would be a shame.  Think of thousands of us who enjoy a piece
of tranquility when that is so hard to find.  There is so much of our
beautiful natural surroundings that would be destroyed and even with the
greatest attempts that can never be fully restored.  Please vote to SAVE
THE TRAIL.  Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2835 DETAIL
First Name : Marjorie G.
Last Name : Walsh
Business Name :
Address : 8714 Preston Place
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : margegwalsh@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes : I would like to add my name to those in opposition to the proposed

Purple Line as currently outlined.  Not only will it destroy
thousands of mature trees and eliminate the tranquility and beauty of
the Capitol Crescent Trail, but more importantly it will squander our
badly needed transportation funds on a project that will not even
come close to solving traffic congestion in Montgomery County.

With the FDA’s consolidation at White Oak (7,000+ employees), BRAC’s
relocation of Walter Reed Army Medical Center to Bethesda Naval
Hospital campus (2,200 employees plus an estimated doubling of
patients and visitors), the new White Flint Sector Plan (adding
17,000 dwelling units and 1.8 million square feet of office and
retail space) and continued development along Rockledge Drive and
around Montgomery Mall, the Bethesda-Rockville corridor is poised to
explode, resulting in a massive increase in traffic problems which
plans for light-rail—developed decades ago—cannot address.

I will be happy to support a proposal that will address our serious
congestion, but I WILL NOT support a “high-tech trolley”.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1863 DETAIL
First Name : Sheila
Last Name : Walsh
Business Name : n/a
Address : 1807 Cody Drive
City : Wheaton
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : dcwebwriter@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly support building the Purple Line, whether it be light rail or

traditional underground Metrorail. We live in Wheaton near the Forest
Glen Metro. My husband and I have to commute by car to Bethesda and
College Park because train or bus transportation takes so long by the
time we pick up our child from daycare. We are very environmentally
and budget conscious and would prefer to use public transportation to
reduce our carbon footprint and to reduce the strain on our tight budget.

Please try to rebuild the bike trail if possible because we also use it to
commute in good weather.

Bus lines are no substitute for rail transit and the minimal disruption of
some parkland and biking trails is far outweighed by the benefits of the
new transit line. Light rail above ground would give us the benefits of
trains without the expense of a tunnel.

Please build the Purple Line without delay.

The purple line would also stimulate the local economy and help boost
sagging property values. Look at how the orange line helped stimulate
smart growth in Arlington. Property values in Arlington are faring much
better than anywhere else in the Metro region other than downtown DC.
We need walkable, smart growth communities in Maryland too,
particularly Silver Spring, Wheaton, and communities east of Bethesda!

Thank you for considering our comments!



 - RECORD #2446 DETAIL
First Name : Thomas
Last Name : Walsh
Business Name :
Address : 11617 Hitching Post Lane
City : North Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : TSWALSH@FINSVCS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County
Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson,
Council President Andrews

As an avid bicycle rider I have enjoyed the Crescent Trail for many
years. Now with small children I have even a greater appreciation for
green space where my kids can appreciate nature and stretch those full
of energy legs. With construction of the Purple Line the fundamental
qualities of the trail will be forever changed and compromised.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2833 DETAIL
First Name : William J.
Last Name : Walsh
Business Name :
Address : 8714 Preston Place
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : William.J.Walsh@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes : I would like to add my name to those in opposition to the proposed

Purple Line as currently outlined.  Not only will it destroy
thousands of mature trees and eliminate the tranquility and beauty of
the Capitol Crescent Trail, but more importantly it will squander our
badly needed transportation funds on a project that will not even
come close to solving traffic congestion in Montgomery County.

With the FDA’s consolidation at White Oak (7,000+ employees), BRAC’s
relocation of Walter Reed Army Medical Center to Bethesda Naval
Hospital campus (2,200 employees plus an estimated doubling of
patients and visitors), the new White Flint Sector Plan (adding
17,000 dwelling units and 1.8 million square feet of office and
retail space) and continued development along Rockledge Drive and
around Montgomery Mall, the Bethesda-Rockville corridor is poised to
explode, resulting in a massive increase in traffic problems which
plans for light-rail—developed decades ago—cannot address.

I will be happy to support a proposal that will address our serious
congestion, but I WILL NOT support a “high-tech trolley”.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2414 DETAIL
First Name : Thomas E.
Last Name : Walton
Business Name :
Address : 717 Ritchie Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : TOMWALTON@ATT.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.  My wife and I
often bicycle from Silver Spring to Bethesda, for ice cream on hot
summer days, or for lunch.  We also run the trail from time to time as
part of our exercise routine.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, radically changing the character of the trail and
removing shade from hot summer sun and shelter from wind and rain,
and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from hikers and bikers every
three minutes. It would be neither safe nor attractive for Trail users to be
passing each other on a narrow bike lane -- about 10’ from trains or
buses. It would be an environmental and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #500 DETAIL
First Name : Tim
Last Name : Walton
Business Name :
Address : 407 Grandin Avenue
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20850
Email Address : TFW44@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Tim Walton
407 Grandin Ave.
Rockville, MD 20850



 - RECORD #2902 DETAIL
First Name : Christine
Last Name : Waltz Dallaire
Business Name :
Address : 3701 Cardiff Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : CHRISTINE31@MAC.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

I, along with my family, use the Capital Crescent Trail regularly.  We've
been ding so since we've moved to Chevy Chase; the Trail was a strong
selling point for us to buy a home in Chevy Chase.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1985 DETAIL
First Name : Alan
Last Name : Ward
Business Name :
Address : 3577 Hamlet Place
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : MITALWARD@AOL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : MTA Planning Director Ratcliff:

 The attached testimony, which I prepared for myself and my Hamlet
Place neighbors, states our reasons for opposing light rail on the Capital
Crescent Trail and generally supports the low cost BRT alternative.  I will
not repeat our reasons in specific detail here; but will briefly summarize
why light rail would be the wrong, wasteful choice, especially damaging
for our Montgomery County communities.

Plenty of bad ideas hang around for years, and grow increasingly stale
as time passes.  The Purple Line Light Rail proposals, conceived years
ago to meet yesterday’s needs, have these obvious flaws: (1) Light rail
on the Trail would do nothing to relieve pervasive traffic congestion –
now as bad in Montgomery County as anywhere in the United States;
(2) Building light rail will cause irreparable environmental harm;  (3) Light
rail is not cost effective.  Its outrageously high cost (probably
underestimated) is defended with estimates of minutes of travel time
savings; but those modest benefits can be accomplished, and perhaps
bettered, at BRT’s much lower cost.

Breezy generalizations aside, informed comments uniformly concede
that none of the Purple Line alternatives will impact current and
increasing congestion of north/south traffic links to DC, or east/west
transit between communities along the 495 Beltway.  Of particular
interest, the Light rail proposals cannot be configured to deal in any way
with the expanding east/west traffic surge caused by transfer of Walter
Reed medical service to Bethesda Naval Hospital; low cost BRT would.
More ominously, though unmentioned in the DEIS, the inevitable result
of a light rail station at Chevy Chase Lake, so advantageous to
development plans of the Chevy Chase Land Company, will further
degrade the Connecticut Avenue corridor, and the neighborhoods
adjacent to it.

For my neighbors and other residents in the affected Montgomery
County communities, the total absence of any light rail benefit is made
much worse by the environmental damage it would cause.  The
casuistry of the DEIS aside, light rail would raze thousands of trees and
destroy the hiking and biking trail for most regular users other than a
proportionally small number of bikers.  Seniors like me, and youngsters
even more so, surely would neither walk nor bike alongside speeding
trains, and most recreational use of the trail will end.  The public
presence on the Trail rivals regular use of most parks.  Loss of this
recreational resource will be irreparable.

Finally, I recognize how diligently our elected representatives must
struggle, even in the most prosperous times, to fund essential services
provided by the state and its political subdivisions.  Today, prudent
husbanding of currently stressed individual and public resources
requires even greater care.  The DEIS shows that linking beltway
communities need not degrade either the environment or the quality of
life in established neighborhoods.  It can be done without excessive and
wasteful spending.  The cost effective and transit effective choice is low
cost BRT.

I appreciate your attention to our views.  Alan Ward, 3577 Hamlet Place,
Chevy Chase, MD 20815; 301 656-8950.

Attachments : Hamlet_Place_BRT_Testimony.pdf (42 kb)



Testimony Of Alan S. Ward, 3577 Hamlet Place, Chevy Chase, MD 20815 

 

Good evening.  I am Alan Ward, testifying tonight on behalf of myself and my neighbors in Hamlet Place, 
a townhouse cooperative located at the foot of Chevy Chase Lake Drive.  Hamlet Place is adjacent to the 
Capital Crescent Trail, and the Chevy Chase Lake retail area owned and operated by the Chevy Chase 
Land Company.  We support, as a general matter, the Low Investment BRT Purple Line alternative to link 
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  We oppose all the other Build alternatives.  The AA/DEIS prepared for the 
MTA provides basic factual support for my testimony, which I will supplement with my experience as a 
longtime Montgomery County resident, particularly as a frequent walker on the Trail. 

A neighborhood perspective is, I believe, essential to correct a most glaring, and obvious, deficiency of 
the DEIS, the incomplete and inaccurate assessment of the environmental damage that would inevitably 
result from implementation of all of the build alternatives except Low Investment BRT.  A fair analysis 
must recognize that the negative environmental quality impacts of the alternatives building on the 
Georgetown Branch Trail would be “onerous,” as residents in local communities, and many others, have 
stressed. The DEIS grudgingly admits that “all of the trees” (that is several thousand trees) on the Trail 
would be destroyed.  The report glosses over this negative impact with two almost frivolous 
observations: first, “trees and vegetation on properties abutting the right-of-way would … remain and 
maintain much of the tree cover and visual character.”  And second, in this way the DEIS promotes the 
notion that the Trail will coexist with speeding trains or buses.  Neither argument is credible.  As those 
who actually use the Trail have repeatedly emphasized, broadly diverse groups of community residents 
and others regularly can be found on the Trail.  Walkers, runners, and bicyclists, of all ages, some out for 
exercise, some going to or returning from work or school, family groups, and many children, some being 
pushed in strollers.  In all sorts of weather, people are on the Trail regularly.  The number of daily and 
annual Trail users parallels, and I suspect, exceeds use of many county parks. That some trees will 
remain on private property doesn’t mitigate the environmental damage.  Walking on a Connecticut 
Avenue sidewalk past homes which have trees doesn’t make a six lane roadway a recreational area.  An 
ornamental fence alongside speeding trains or buses wouldn’t preserve the Trail for most of us.  
Helmeted and goggled cyclists on multi-speed equipment will doubtless continue to frequent the Trail as 
an attractive alternative to sharing roadways with automobiles; but there won’t be many recreational 
walkers and bike riders, there’ll be many fewer older people and children.  We’ll be forced back on 
neighborhood roads and sidewalks, less often, not as safe, and certainly not enjoying the Trail’s 
environmental support for our daily quality of life in Montgomery County.  Any report draftsman can 
pencil in a pathway alongside a roadway for speeding trains or buses; but referring to it as an 
environmentally comparable replacement for the current Trail is just not credible. 

We all know that protecting the environment is not an easy task.  Vast stretches of the Pacific coastal 
redwood forests, in the way of a dam needed to generate electricity for a growing, energy deficient 
state, were saved from destruction in 1908 by President Theodore Roosevelt in one of the most 
significant decisions any public official has ever made to protect this nation’s environmental heritage.  
Our society always needs – and must have - more electricity, more roads, and more rapid transit.  
Protecting the redwoods in California, the Gulf coastline, bird habitats on Maryland’s shores is essential; 
but protecting parks, AND TRAILS, for local communities is not less important.  But in many ways, it’s 
just harder.  Enlightened public policy, however, insists on a presumption that environmentally 
important recreational areas must be preserved with exceptions only for those essential projects which 
cannot be accomplished in less environmentally harmful ways.  The Build alternatives that would 
destroy the Trail emphatically do not meet this test.  For even to non-expert readers it is obvious that 



the LRT proposals are almost entirely promoted to save relatively small amounts of transit time at 
incredible (and most likely underestimated) public expense, and none is as cost effective as the Low 
Investment BRT alternative. 

For whatever reasons, the planners skew their BRT analysis to minimize the significance of the most 
provable estimate of increased east-west traffic in the corridor resulting from transfer of the medical 
programs from Walter Reed to Bethesda Naval Hospital.  That clear traffic need is served by only one 
Purple Line alternative, and that is the cheapest, Low Investment BRT.  More inexplicably, the DEIS 
analysis of all alternatives which would destroy the Trail ignores their entirely predictable environmental 
and other impacts at the Chevy Chase Lake crossing of Connecticut Avenue.  The Chevy Chase Land 
Company’s intent to move their development efforts from Friendship Heights to Chevy Chase Lake 
depend on and directly benefit from these routes, and ridership estimates are boosted for a station to 
be located there.  Connecticut Avenue traffic congestion in 2008 is already a neighborhood and a county 
problem.  The crossing at Chevy Chase Lake will clearly contribute to the profitability of the Land 
Company’s expansion plans; just as clearly, it will aggravate traffic congestion there. 

Two points, I submit, are inarguable.  The Low Investment BRT is the only less environmentally harmful 
Purple Line alternative, since it will not destroy the Trail.  And, second, the Build alternatives that would 
destroy the Trail are neither more cost effective nor preferable for traffic congestion reasons. 

It is equally clear to me that the capital and operating costs of the LRT alternatives, probably seriously 
underestimated, are unacceptably high.  The DEIS somewhat disingenuously reminds us that ”new 
sources of local funds, including new taxes, could be employed” for all of the Build alternatives.  In 
today’s economic climate, we should be especially attentive to this prediction – it is probably more 
reliable than any of the other DEIS estimates. 

It is ironic that the failures of state and county measures to relieve traffic congestion should provide the 
economic justification for spending incredible amounts of taxpayer money to save a few minutes of 
transit time.  Perhaps some of the non-structural, behavioral approaches to traffic congestion will be 
tried now.  But those matters are beyond my brief tonight, which is to show you that the DEIS analysis is 
flawed.  The Low Investment BRT is the sole alternative that will not cause irreparable environmental 
damage to our community.  It, alone, would not destroy the Trail.  All other Build alternatives would.  
That damage would be real and permanent, irreversible.  And it is unnecessary.  Thank you.            

     



 - RECORD #2991 DETAIL
First Name : Mariette
Last Name : Ward
Business Name :
Address : 8710 Manchester Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Melissa Burke.pdf (477 kb)







 - RECORD #725 DETAIL
First Name : Shawn
Last Name : Ward
Business Name :
Address : 12488 East Nuggett Ct
City : Highland
State : MD
Zip Code : 20777
Email Address : SHAWNW@VT.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Shawn Ward
12488 East Nuggett CT
Highland, MD 20777



 - RECORD #1454 DETAIL
First Name : Annette
Last Name : Warnock
Business Name :
Address : 8713 Susanna Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : My name is Annette Warnock. Annette, A-N-N-E-T-T-E, Warnock, W-A-
R-N-O-C-K. At 8713 Susanna, S-U-S-A-N-N-A, Lane in Chevy Chase.
As a transportation project, Purple Line or bus running from Bethesda,
New Carrollton, sounds like a good idea, but unfortunately, when you
think of the transportation problems it would cause and not solve, it
doesn't make sense. It will actually create more problems than it will
solve for residents in Chevy Chase and citizens who use Connecticut
Avenue to get to the beltway and to and from their jobs. Without regard
to the transportation needs of our citizens, the planners want push on.

Here are some of the issues that make this a destructive plan for our
area that demands further study for moving ahead. One, there hasn't
been enough thought put into the adverse impact the Purple Line having
Connecticut Avenue and Jones Mill Road. There will be a stop at
Connecticut Avenue at Chevy Chase Lake, which will mean that cars will
be parking and dropping off passengers, thus having to put in extra
signals, which will facilitate this.

In the meantime, cars, which are already backed up on Connecticut
Avenue, especially during rush hour, but more and more all during the
day as Connecticut Avenue takes on more cars, then the project at NIH
when finished will add still more cars.

Add to this the fact that Connecticut Avenue at East-West Highway and
Connecticut Avenue and Jones Bridge Road are two of the top 10
busiest intersections in Montgomery County. To avoid Kensington
Avenue, more and more cars are using Jones Mill Road to cut across to
Kensington. This makes this two lane road a rush hour nightmare.
Where is the complete evaluation of these two roads in the
Environmental Study?

Two, there is a bus, the J-4, which runs from Bethesda to New Carrollton
during the morning and evening rush hour. My husband and I have
ridden this bus and it is not crowded. Where are the thousands of
passengers who will ride this light rail or special bus?

We interviewed some of the people as we were doing our own analysis
of the existing bus route. Many were women who didn't have cars and
were on their way to work. No one had to stand and the ride was cheap.
When we asked if they would pay more for a light rail they said no,
they'd take the cheapest way and we're not going to pay one or two
dollars more. We noticed some shuttles for the University of Maryland's
students. Would those students be willing to pay more for the trip? Our
trip costs nothing because we are seniors.

 Planners want to justify running a train above on a route that can't even
run all day because there are not enough riders. Why isn't there a J-4
running all day if you can justify building a line that will have to be
heavily subsidized? Have the planners bothered to check most of the
riders of the J-4 don't even have cars so that by building the purple lane,
line, you will won't even be taking that many cars off the road.

In fact, we will still need a bus on East-West Highway to take care of all
the people in the apartments who live along that road. There needs to be
more of an evaluation of those who are using the J-4 in 2008 and their
needs for the future. How much is Montgomery County willing to pay for
each passenger in this time of a serious financial crisis?

Three, the people who use the Capitol Crescent Trail for biking or
walking or pleasure now more and more are using it for transportation.
One can walk to the bank, shopping and even to work. We walk to
Starbucks. Having a narrow trail alongside the bus or train will not make



it a pleasant experience.

There isn't any room to make it a safe trip. Have the planners seen the
popularity of the trail grow and grow? The planners talk about saving our
environment. Having the best hiker/biker trail in the country would go a
long way in showing by example how green we really are getting and
save the citizens and county a lot of money.

Four, there are security concerns caused by running a train or bus along
an old freight train route and having a bridge over Connecticut Avenue.
Even though Connecticut Avenue isn't an official evacuation route, if
there is a crisis, it is still an important road if evacuation was to occur.
And the bridge would be a tempting target for terrorists. Is this brought
up in the Environmental Study?

Five, has there been any study on how the Purple Line will affect the
firehouse on Connecticut Avenue? How much more time will it take for a
fire engine to reach its destination? Also, how will it affect the school on
Jones Bridge Road? What are the planners forgetting, what the planners
are forgetting is that we are Washington, not an urban area.

Our community has enough congestion on this road being so close to
the beltway and Connecticut Avenue. This adverse impact on our
community has to be looked into before approving the Purple Line in any
form. Also, there's a school on Jones Bridge Road. The transitway using
Jones Bridge Road will be particularly destructive to our school.

Six, and the last one, light rail remain, light rail train are not compatible
to Metro trains so we'll have to run, be run and maintained by Maryland's
Department of Transportation. This will involve extra space for repairing
and storing of trains and special buses if they are chosen.

There are many problems with light rail usage including problems with
bad weather all over the country. In fact, Baltimore's light rail project has
not even been successful. More evaluation of the Baltimore project will
show further flaws. Evaluations and costs for upkeep of light rail has to
be studied before this project can go forward.

Just because Montgomery County has spent millions and millions of
dollars to propose the Purple Line does not mean it is a worthwhile
project for our area. If the Purple Line doesn't present a solution to our
transportation, what would a solution be? The best solution would be to
have an underground Metro next to Silver Spring and Bethesda or
running up from Wheaton Metro to Grovner. If there is no money, give us
better bus service. Start saving money for a real solution. Try running
the J-4 all day and see if it attracts more passengers. We can't wait 20
years to make it work and to attract its passengers.

Montgomery County can't afford to build a Purple Line that may or may
not attract enough passengers. It doesn't make sense and we don't
deserve to sit in traffic longer than we do now. We need to take car of
our environment, encourage trail use by hikers and bikers and not waste
any more money on the project which will cost a lot of money, especially
when there are other transportation projects that are ready to start and
won't cause, fewer headaches.



 - RECORD #2191 DETAIL
First Name : Annette
Last Name : Warnock
Business Name :
Address : 8713 Susanna Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Wrttn Sttmnt. A. Warnock.pdf (3 mb)









 - RECORD #2189 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Warnock
Business Name :
Address : 8713 Susana Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Written Statement. John Warnock.pdf (3 mb)









 - RECORD #2546 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Warnock
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : XNOCK@VERIZON.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Thank you for having this period where we can make comments on the
Purple Line.  I have learned a few facts in the last weeks which should
be brought to your attention before you vote on this project as the one to
pursue.

In order of importance these are the issues that should be studied
carefully in the coming weeks:  (1).  The "adverse impact" of the PL or
the BRT on Connecticut Avenue and Jones Mill Road adding time to
everyone's ride during rush hours; (2) Plans for two bridges over
Connecticut Avenue and lowering the berm on Jones Bridge and Jones
Mill which could cause concerns for Homeland Security -especially given
the fact that the path on Connecticut Avenue links up with 495;(3)
Financial Costs; (4) Ridership numbers; (5) using light rail which is not
the same as using metro trains; (6) There remain legal issues using the
old freight train path for a double track , mass transit project having a
trail running along side of it.  (7) Safety Issues;  (8) Environmental
Issues.

(1)  The increase in traffic on Connecticut Avenue is hard to believe
unless you use it to get to and from work.  During "rush hour" we sit in
traffic.  It is particularly hard for us since we have to make a left from
Conn. Ave. (coming from Wheaton) onto Manor Road.  To make the turn
can take 5 minutes.  To avoid this we sometimes make a right, then a
left though the parking lot of a shopping center; then a right on leaving
the shopping center and then go through the intersection.  Manor Road
is one or two blocks from the proposed Chevy Chase Lake Stop.  What
will happen when BRAC adds even more cars to our traffic gridlock?  On
Jones Mill Road there are so many cars, it's hard to get out of our street
(Susanna Lane).  With the PL the ride on bus in our neighborhood will
probably be cancelled and some neighbors who use the ride on the get
to Silver Spring will be back in their cars.  They will not be willing to walk
all the way to Chevy Chase Lake to take the light rail.  Last month when
there was a problem on Jones Mill Road, traffic was really tied up.  The
PL will add to our gridlock not solve any traffic problems.  Also The
Mongomery County Planning Board released a report in May of last year
of the 10 most congested intersection.  The list was published in the
Washington Post May 14, 2008 edition.  #4 was Connecticut Avenue at
Jones Bridge Road  and #8 was Connecticut Avenue at East-West
Highway.

(2)  Have you noticed that for the Inaugeration, many roads in VA will be
closed because there are bridges?  I wonder if Connecticut Avenue
would be closed if we had two bridges over Connecticut Avenue.  These
bridges have been mentioned in the latest plans for the PL.  Combine
that with the fact that there will be added traffic signals to let off and pick
up passengers and we could have a security issue with all the cars
waiting to get to the Beltway.  Where in our country would we allow a
planned stop at such a busy, congested area where we will also have
two bridges over the road?  Lowering  the berm 16 feet in on Jones Mill
and Jones Bridge Road could also be a concern for Homeland Security
since it will be easier to get off the train in someone's back yard.

(3)  Financial Cost  -  Who will be paying the cost for the PL, the cost of
keeping the light rail trains in good condition and for the cost of running
the train?  Latest figures show it will cost $25 million per year(see
Washington Post 01/08/09) to run this line.  How much will the
passengers be paying to cover these costs?  So far, we have heard how
people will flock to the light rail since they don't like buses.  We're sorry
they don't llike buses but are they willing to pay extra to take the light
rail?   If not, it's hard to have sympathy since the tax payers will have to
pay so they have a slightly faster, more comfortable ride.  Is
Montgomery County so rich it has the extra money to run this line?  We



thought there was a budget problem?

In Further Comments-part 2, I will be commenting on the other issues
that need further study



 - RECORD #1301 DETAIL
First Name : M.J.
Last Name : Waroich
Business Name :
Address : 808 Flat Bridge Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Hi. I'm M.J. Waroich. M.J., last name W-A-R-O-I-C-H. I just wanted to -

oh, address. 808 Flat Bridge Drive, Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815.

I just wanted to testify that I am definitely against the rapid bus transit
and at first I was against all of the purple line because I didn't
understand it, but then I am for the light rail.

As far as the differences between the low investment and medium
investment and all that, I haven't researched all of that, but I wanted to
say whey I'm against the rapid bus transit.

I live along Jones Bridge Road. Already they are gearing up for an
expected increase in traffic because of the joining of Walter Reed with
Bethesda Naval, which is just down the road.

I'm basically one block in from the intersection of Jones Bridge and
Connecticut going towards Wisconsin. My son is in that neighborhood
and he goes to NCC, which is a public school. It's a 2 block walk
approximately, but it's very difficult for him to get over Connecticut Street
and Jones Bridge traffic has been increasing. Especially so at rush hour.

In fact, my father will testify later. He was in an accident going to pick up
my son because it is so difficult. The light only stays green for a few
seconds to try and get into our street at Flat Ridge Drive.

So I am definitely against, I don't think our street can take anymore, not
to mention Howard Hughes Medical Institute, also known as HHMI,
which is our neighbor, is expanding. We are expecting an increase in
traffic as well.

So I think it's too much for our neighborhood and for our safety. The
walkability question is almost all the way gone as it is. I think it's too
much to ask our neighborhood to bear the burden of (inaudible)

I also use the train so I want to use them, I want to continue to use the
train, but I believe the train will still exist - light rail travel. Basically that is
my testimony.



 - RECORD #1684 DETAIL
First Name : Dorothy Joan
Last Name : Warren
Business Name :
Address : 8706 Second Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : DJWARREN87@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line AA/DEIS

Dear Mr. Leggett, Dr. Hanson, Council President Andrews and Ms.
Ratcliff:
Earlier this month the Montgomery County Planning Department staff
added their voice to the growing list of endorsers of the medium Light
Rail option using the Master Plan alignment and I am writing to express
my support for many of the conclusions of the staff.  The Planning Board
will be reviewing the report on 1/8/2009 and we understand that the
County Executive will be issuing a statement on the project soon
thereafter, with the Council taking a position on January 27th.
We specifically support the following conclusions of the planning staff:
Only Light rail, and not bus rapid transit, can carry the heavy passenger
loads foreseen for the Purple Line.
Use the Georgetown Branch alignment between Bethesda and Silver
Spring;
Complete the hiker-biker trail as part of the project, including parallel
routes in Bethesda through the Air Rights Tunnel and on Bethesda and
Willow Avenues, and along an off-road corridor along the CSX right of
way into the Transit Center in Silver Spring; aim for a 12 ft trail width
wherever feasible since a trail along the tramway will be as popular as
the trail west of Bethesda;
Include a stop serving Downtown Silver Spring and the Fenton Village
area integrated with the new Silver Spring library;
We also support the expedited construction of the Bethesda South
Entrance as a priority infrastructure project under the Stimulus program
being developed by the new Obama administration.
We hope you will join us in encouraging Governor O'Malley to move the
Light Rail Purple Line into construction on the swiftest possible timeline.

Sincerely,
Dorothy Joan Warren
8706 Second Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20910



 - RECORD #1096 DETAIL
First Name : Sophia
Last Name : Wassermann
Business Name :
Address : 4826 Walkingfem Drive
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20853
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Pope_Margaret Comment Cards.pdf (68 kb)





 - RECORD #2900 DETAIL
First Name : Jerry and Janice
Last Name : Waters
Business Name :
Address : 7900 Lynbrook DRive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : JWFEDERAL@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To:          Key decision makers re. the Purple

From:      Jerry Waters
              Janice Waters
              7900 Lynbrook Dr
              Bethesda, MD 20814

We have observed and participated in the debate over the light rail issue
over the past 15 years. For our part, we have become convinced that a
combined rail and trail entity can be successful in name only. The
corridor cannot accommodate both--two round pegs can never be
successfully fitted into one square hole. The present trail has become a
community treasure. It's continued improvement will enhance quality
development in the area, perhaps as much as would the presently
planned light rail. Using the track bed between Bethesda and SS for the
anchor of the Purple Line has been a product of convenience not of
deep and long term consideration.We should keep what has been
proven to be a great quality of life resource and find other means for
dealing with the area's transportation needs.

Thank you for consideration.



 - RECORD #1626 DETAIL
First Name : Luke
Last Name : Watkins
Business Name : Discovery Communications
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : lukewatkins@mac.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am amazed that it hasn't happened yet. I think people would use the

Metro more than the buses, and it's probably better for the environment
than all the cars. It would reduce traffic on 355, 495, and more. More
convenient than riding the Red all the way from Rockville to Silver
Spring. It may be unfortunate for a few home owners, but greater for the
community.



 - RECORD #2544 DETAIL
First Name : Sarah
Last Name : Watson
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SARAHWATSON36@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews and
Councilmembers:

I am a Capital Cresecent Trail user I am writing to express my objection
to the building of the proposed purple line. I have used the CC Trail on a
regular basis since moving to DC over three years ago. Every time I go
out for a run or a ride, I am amazed at how many people use the trail,
yet how serene and quiet it remains. The trees surrounding the trail
provide an escape from noisy city life, a home to various widlife, and a
clean place to exercise. In writing this letter I've tried to think of exactly
what it is that makes the CC Trail so special and it's that I observe
people that truly enjoy being out, enjoying the trees and the fresh air. I'd
be very disappointed if this oasis were destroyed.
Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2629 DETAIL
First Name : Alicia
Last Name : Wattenberg
Business Name :
Address : 4814 Wellington Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : ALICIAEBW@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor Martin O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff,

         County Executive Isiah Leggett,

         Chairman Royce Hanson,

         Council President Mike Knapp,

I am writing to express my support for the Purple Line along the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.  I believe that the
area can be shared by commuters and trail users.  I travel the distance
from Bethesda to Riverdale twice a week.  I also use the trail for
recreation with my family.  My mother lives in Riverdale and does not
drive, so getting to Bethesda is impossible for her.  I think trains would
be a charming addition to this area and would not create traffic on our
congested roads.  The trail extends beyond the area where the Purple
Line would run, so will continue to provide a tranquil "Trail" experience
while providing transportation to so many in need.  This right of way has
been proposed for many years so those living in the area have known
about it and have made choices according.  Please do not hesitate to
build this line.

    Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #916 DETAIL
First Name : Stanley H.
Last Name : Way
Business Name :
Address : 5204 Drake Terr.
City : Rockvile
State : MD
Zip Code : 20853
Email Address : STAN_WAY@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I am a lifelong resident of Montgomery County (now 70 years) and have

seen various recreational facilities come and go.   NEVER in those 70
years have I seen a recreational facility more important to our
community then the Capital Crescent Trail and its extension to Silver
Spring.

I hope you are avid suppporters of the Capital Crescent Trail and its
extension to Silver Spring.   I have personally biked the trail since its
opening and enjoy the opportunity to view the wonders of nature and at
the same time help to preserve my health as i enter my golden years
(currently aged 70).     I am appalled by suggestions of eliminating those
aspects in favor of a Purple Line that would vastly reduce the
usefullness and value of the trail from Bethesda to Silver Spring.

My suggestion is to fight tooth and nail to find alternative mass transit
between Bethesda and Silver Spring that meets the need and at the
same time preserves the Capital Cresent Trail (the Georgetown Branch
Trail currently).

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Stanley H. Way
5204 Drake Terr.
Rockville, MD 20853
(301)460-8117

---------------------------
Stanley Way
Rockville, Maryland
Stan_Way@yahoo.com



 - RECORD #2093 DETAIL
First Name : Kathryn
Last Name : Weathersby
Business Name :
Address : 3611 Chevy Chase Lake Dr. Apt. 4
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : KATHRYNWEATHERSBY@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear County Officials,

I recently moved to Chevy Chase Lake Apartments, which are owned by
Montgomery County and were recently renovated.  I moved there
because of the setting on a quiet street with a bank of trees in front and
the wonderful walking trail--The Georgetown Branch Trail--just behind
the buildings.  I'm shocked to learn that light rail might be built on that
beautiful trail.  If that happens, I will have to move, as it will be
impossible to live with trains running every three minutes just a few
yards from my apartment.

These apartments provide high quality affordable housing, something
the county can be proud of.  I see from my back windows a steady
stream of walkers, cyclists and joggers on the trail.  Destroying that
wonderful trail would be a terrible loss to the entire community, as well
as causing great hardship to the people in the houses, condos, and
apartments located along it.

The proposed alternatives to the light rail line would not cause this
damage and loss.  I urge you to choose the alternatives.  Destroying this
precious trail and the neighborhoods along it is much too high a price to
pay.



 - RECORD #624 DETAIL
First Name : Candace
Last Name : Webb
Business Name :
Address :
City : Montgomery County
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : CANDACEKWEBB@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Office of Planning:

As a resident of Montgomery County, Maryland, I am e-mailing to voice
my full support of the purple line.  I do not own a vehicle and rely mainly
on MTA's public transit to live and solely to get to/from work.  The purple
line would be a great addition to provide more jobs, more options, and
better livelihoods for many of Maryland's citizens.

Again, I fully support building the purple line.

Thank you,

Candace Webb
Resident of Montgomery County, MD

--
Candace Webb
Mobile:  813.541.8162

Please consider the environment before printing this email.



 - RECORD #2556 DETAIL
First Name : Carol
Last Name : Webb
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : CAROLWEBB@PHASE3SALES.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Hello All –

My friend and I are frequent users of the trail from Bethesda to Silver
Spring.  We walk as fast as we can from her house in Bethesda thru
town and all the way past Jones Mill road and nearly to Silver Spring.
Then we turn around and walk back to Bethesda for a well deserved
lunch!!  We walk the 8mile round trip in heat or cold ( rain does postpone
our ventures) but love every minute of it (and lunch when we patronize a
different restaurant every time.)

We would sorely miss the safety of walking on paths with no traffic and
the pleasures of changing scenery, our fellow citizens of all shapes sizes
and ages, and the quiet walking in the woods provide.

I cannot believe you are seriously considering threading noisy
transportation through these many neighborhoods in addition to
depriving the many trail users of this outstanding community asset.  It
would be a grave dis-service.



 - RECORD #2652 DETAIL
First Name : Christian
Last Name : Webb
Business Name :
Address : 8311 Garland Avenue, Apt. 6
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : WEBB.CHRISTIAN@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I live in Takoma Park so that I will have a relatively short
commute to school in Laurel and so my fiancee can utilize public
transportation for work. We made our choice when we moved here
so that we could reduce to one car.

When I go to use the National Library of Medicine for school and
when my fiancee heads to work, we must take the red line from
Takoma Park into the heart of DC and back out to the Maryland
border (she at Friendship Heights, I at NIH in Bethesda.

The Purple Line would provide us with a quicker transport
skirting the downtown DC area. It would also reduce the amount
of people crowding onto trains in DC, since many of us would be
able to use the Purple Line for a majority of our trip.

There are only good consequences to public transportation done
right - and the purple line's plans speak to me as a great idea.
DC's environs are not simply spokes on a wheel, and more of us
will be able to get around more easily should the purple line
exist.



 - RECORD #349 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Webb
Business Name :
Address : Bldg 45 Center Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20894
Email Address : WEBB@NCBI.NLM.NIH.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I  support the light rail option of the proposed Purple Line.  I strongly
support coordinated efforts to promote non-automotive means of
transportation between Bethesda and Silver Spring.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

David Webb
Bldg 45 Center Drive
3rd Floor
Bethesda, MD 20894

301-402-3845



 - RECORD #618 DETAIL
First Name : Gary L.
Last Name : Webber
Business Name : National Gallery of Art
Address : 20008 South Club Drive
City : Landover
State : MD
Zip Code : 20785
Email Address : G-WEBBER@NGA.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : WE NEED THE PURPLE LINE.

Gary L. Webber

Supervisory Museum Specialist

National Gallery of Art,
Washington, DC 20565

Phone 202-842-6236 / Cell 240-832-3254 / FAX 202-842-6932

NGA mailing address:  2000B South Club Drive, Landover MD 20785

"One man with courage is a majority."--Thomas Jefferson



 - RECORD #405 DETAIL
First Name : Brian
Last Name : Weeks
Business Name :
Address : 808 1/2 Cathedral Street
City : Baltimore
State : MD
Zip Code : 21201
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : This needs to and can be done in an ecologically sensitive way.  If the

political will was found to pass the ICC, which promises to be much
more environmentally destructive than any form of mass transit, then
there is no way that this shouldn't get done. It is pretty ridiculous that this
has not been done sooner given the close proximity between the two
areas.  The proposed Purple Line could stimulate economic
development in both areas at a time when we are facing the prospect of
a prolonged recession.  The time for Keynesian economics is now!



 - RECORD #1631 DETAIL
First Name : Jeff
Last Name : Weinstein
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20010
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Big thumbs up!



 - RECORD #1366 DETAIL
First Name : Paul
Last Name : Weinstein Jr
Business Name :
Address : 4834 Bradley Boulevard
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : pjwjr@mindspring.com
Submission Content/Notes : My wife and I have lived in Chevy Chase since 2002.  We support the

building of the Purple Line along the Capital Crescent Trail and the so-
called "light rail option."

Sincerely,

Paul Weinstein
Jessica Milano
4834 Bradley Boulevard
Chevy Chase, MD  20815



 - RECORD #1289 DETAIL
First Name : Dennis
Last Name : Weir
Business Name :
Address : 16 Woodside Parkway
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Dennis Weir, W-E-I-R. I'm a resident at 16 Woodside

Parkway, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910.

I'm testifying today in favor of the purple line continuation of (inaudible)
to go underground and I'm testifying against the above ground situation
on Wayne Avenue (inaudible) I have made the drive many times from
Bethesda to Calvert Park and it takes at least to 55 minutes (inaudible)
time of the day, rush hour. The times they have given us for above light
rail and bus line are approximately 80 to (inaudible) that route because if
the light rail or buses
(inaudible) the traffic would be, is going to become an insurmountable
problem (inaudible) light rail or (inaudible) Originally we were told it was
going to be part of the Metro. They can't get funding (inaudible)



 - RECORD #2005 DETAIL
First Name : Catherine
Last Name : Weiss
Business Name :
Address : 3515 Woodbine Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : CATHERINE.WEISS@STARPOWER.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
County Executive Leggett,
Chairman Hanson and Board Members,
Council President Andrews and Councilmembers, and
Congressman Van Hollen,

Washington's green space sets our city apart.  In Montgomery County,
we enjoy urban living and all that comes with it (jobs, shopping, culture),
and we also have the amazing benefit of the Capital Crescent Trail.  Our
family uses the trail weekly for jogging and biking.  Our small children
love the trail because they can ride without worrying about cars (or
trains!) rushing by.

I appreciate the needs for improving mass transit within Montgomery
County; however, there must be a way to accomplish this important goal
without sacrificing the treasure of the Capital Crescent Trail.  Please,
please put transit somewhere else!

Thank you very much for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2421 DETAIL
First Name : Chris Weiss and
Last Name : Jenny Brown
Business Name :
Address : 409 Mansfield Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : CHRISWEISS@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

We are users of the Capitol Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver
Spring. Our family enjoys hiking and biking on the trail on a regular
basis. It's one if the few tranquil green spaces we have left in the area
where we can exercise without being subjected to the fumes and noise
of the traffic in the area.

If the Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the
Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass
about 10’ from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither
safe nor attractive for us to be passing others on a narrow bike lane --
about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. Please use your wisdom, vision
and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the Capital
Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3083 DETAIL
First Name : Claire
Last Name : Weiss
Business Name :
Address : 3515 Woodbine Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815-4047
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Weiss 35344.pdf (121 kb)









 - RECORD #55 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Weiss
Business Name :
Address : 9214 Levelle Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : weissbuild@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : I heard, but do not know if it is accurate, that the Town of Chevy Chase

may wish to incorporate a high speed bus service on Jones Bridge
Road, in or as part of the purple line project. I do not support this
alternative as I believe it is only for the benefit of the Town of Chevy
Chase, and will not benefit people using Jones Bridge Road.



 - RECORD #178 DETAIL
First Name : Kenneth D
Last Name : Weiss
Business Name :
Address : 7823 Mistic View Court
City : Derwood
State : MD
Zip Code : 20855-2275
Email Address : weissfam@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am in favor of the Purple Line.  It will be a very important addition to the

mass transit system in the Washington, D.C. area.  I believe its benefits
will far outweigh its cost, in the long term.

Kenneth Weiss

Kenneth D. Weiss
7823 Mistic View Court, Derwood, MD 20855-2275
301-216-2863, weissfam@aol.com



 - RECORD #2905 DETAIL
First Name : Brendan M.
Last Name : Weiss, M.D.
Business Name :
Address : 3515 Woodbine Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : BRENDAN.WEISS@STARPOWER.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley, County Executive Legett. Chairman Hanson,

Council President Andrews,

My family and I use the trail many times each week for recreation and
commuting.  It provides valuable green space and connections to
throughout lower Montgomery County and DC.  As a a military physician
at Walter Reed Army Medical Center who is living the planning struggles
of BRAC and a severe parking crisis at the current Walter Reed campus
in DC,  any plan that does not route the Purple Line to Medical Center
and become an integral part of Metro is simply illogical.  I am a great
proponent of improved mass transit options, but these must be sensible.
A Purple Line along the trail will be another "bridge to nowhere."
Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #203 DETAIL
First Name : Ruth
Last Name : Weiss
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : RUTHWEISS16@MSN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Director of Planning

Dear Ms Ratcliff;

I am writing to comment on the purple line project. I AM STRONGLY
OPPOSED to the purple line for the following reasons:

1. Our economy is in such poor shape that we are pulling money from
necessary services of education, child and elder care. THEY NEED
THIS MONEY!

2. It makes no sense from budgetary, family friendly, green friendly
concerns no matter which of the possibilities are preferred.
 - We now have transportation from point to point.
 - The maximum time savings is approximately 10 minutes over the
present.
 - Hundreds of thousands of dollars will be spent and there will be no
appreciable gain for anyone, except 10 minutes a trip.
- Existing ecological places will be asphalted over and lost to a loss for
the community, county, state and country.
- It is only wanted by the imprudent and rash who side with bigness, big
business and wall street.

3. Attitude: The ones who want this believe that newness is next to
godliness and those who don't believe you respect and repair the
existing and improve and expand when absolutely necessary, not
planning to start new when it's time has not come. It is not wanted by
those who side with main street.

I can only compare it to purchasing or building anything new when the
existing is in fine shape and working: DON'T FIX WHAT AIN'T BROKEN.

Respectfully,

Ruth Weiss

cc: file



 - RECORD #2855 DETAIL
First Name : David A.
Last Name : Weisz
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : DALANWE@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : The proposed purple line is a travesty. It will ruin the Capital

Crescent Trail for the thousands of Marylanders-including me and my
family-who use it every day for hiking, bike riding, walking, and
commuting-by foot-from Chevy Chase to Bethesda.

Construction will destroy the Trail, destroy the surrounding
environment, create years of disruption while it's being built, lower
property values, and ultimately, do little to alleviate the
transportation problems in Montgomery Country, Prince George's
county.
Montgomery County should be focusing on intensive growth-getting
more
out of existing resources- rather than extensive growth-demanding ever
more resources at ever higher costs.

Rest assured, I will vote against any elected official that votes for
the Purple Line and actively encourage others to do so.



 - RECORD #2372 DETAIL
First Name : Daniel P.
Last Name : Weitzel
Business Name :
Address : 7604 River Falls Drive
City : Potomac
State : MD
Zip Code : 20854
Email Address : dpweitzel@comcast.net



Submission Content/Notes : To all addressees:

     While you deliberate the proposed Purple Line I would ask that you
consider for more than a moment the following question--Where exactly
are you going to get the money to build any version of the Purple Line?  I
understand that there are many proponents and opponents of the
various proposals.  I am confident that the issues have been given
serious consideration by each of you.  Each of the proposals has merit
and each has drawbacks.  Personally, as a resident of southern
Montgomery County, the loss or significant degradation of the Capital
Crescent Trail by a rail line would be a terrible loss to the community and
the people who live in and around Silver Spring and Bethesda.
However, this is not the point I wish for you to consider.  Others will do
that more eloquently than me.

    The question you must address to the satisfaction of all concerned, if
you are honest with yourselves and your constituents, is who will pay for
this?  The State of Maryland is broke.  Montgomery County is broke.
The local communities are broke.  The prospect of that changing
anytime soon is unrealistic.  There are many existing state and local
programs and infrastructure projects which are not going to get funded
because the money is not there.  We hear from the Governor and
County Executive that hard choices are staring them in the face.  State
and County services are being cut and, I believe, the Governor and
County Executive have not even been truthful to the public about how
bad it is going to get.   Raising taxes is not only a terribly bad idea, but
there is no political will to do so for obvious reasons.  Personally, I am
still angry over the most recent tax hikes both at the State and County
level.

   Now I know that many of you on this mail list will simply say--It's not
my job to worry about the money, I am only charged with picking a
proposal from among the proposals presented to me.  True in one
regard, but sounds like passing the buck in another.  An all to frequent
refrain of the baby boom generation--I'm just doing my job, I will let
someone up the chain make the hard decisions.  To even be considering
this issue in the present and foreseeable future is insulting to the citizens
of Maryland in general and Montgomery County in particular.  There are
far to many existing State and County projects, programs and
employees which have or soon will be falling on hard times to be
debating the merits of any proposal regarding the proposed Purple Line.

   The issue should be tabled indefinitely.  Rome is burning; please do
not act like Nero.

   In advance, thank you for taking the time to read this mail and I know
that you will exercise your best judgement.



 - RECORD #235 DETAIL
First Name : Anne
Last Name : Wele
Business Name : TraumaCure, Inc
Address : 7735 Old Georgetown Rd #1200
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : awele@traumacure.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am in support of the Purple line initiative.

Mass Transit is the way to go. It saves fuel, reduces vehicle emissions
and the purple line would cut down travel times.

Anne Wele

QA/RA Specialist

TraumaCure, Inc

7735 Old Georgetown Rd #1200

Bethesda, MD 20814

Tel: 240-744-4301

Fax: 240-497-0911



 - RECORD #244 DETAIL
First Name : Nancy
Last Name : Wellins
Business Name :
Address : 9118 Eton Rd
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : nanwellins@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I want to add my voice to those strongly advocating for a light rail line

(the Purple Line) linking Silver Spring to Bethesda.  I advocate this
despite the fact that construction of this line will likely cause me
personally some major disruption and inconvenience, should the Wayne
Ave. option be chosen. ( live right off of Wayne Ave.)

For so many reasons I won't bother to reiterate here, our love-affair with
the automobile needs to end. We must invest in creating fast, reliable,
efficient modes of public transport such as are common in major
European cities and their suburban rings.  We desperately need a traffic-
independent means of moving directly between major spoke points
(Bethesda, Silver Spring) without having to pass through the hub
(downtown DC).

Given the projected growth in lower Montgomery County and the
additional traffic that will follow on that growth, it is unthinkable that we
would NOT do this project.

Buses are NOT the way to go- even with a dedicated lane, they increase
traffic.  They are also a far less attractive option for commuters.  If the
goal is to get as many drivers off the road as possible, light rail is the
solution - the only viable option for long-term success in preventing
Montgomery County from duplicating the perpetual snarl of Northern
Virginia.



 - RECORD #2197 DETAIL
First Name : Jim
Last Name : Wells
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : GOLFWELZ@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : WE NEED GREEN SPACE...WHERE DO WE GO TO ENJOY THE

FRESH OUTDOORS? TO A TRAIN STATION?
IF YOU TAKE AWAY THE TRAIL, IT WILL NEVER COME BACK.
PLEASE SAVE THE CAPITAL CRESCENT TRAIL FOR FAMILIES TO
ENJOY THE OUTDOORS.



 - RECORD #3096 DETAIL
First Name : Tryon
Last Name : Wells
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : tryonwells@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Wells 35504.pdf (85 kb)







 - RECORD #179 DETAIL
First Name : Jane
Last Name : Welna
Business Name :
Address : 221 Grant Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : janewelna@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Please prioritize the Purple Line for the long-term health, economic, and

environmental benefits!

Jane Welna

221 Grant Avenue

Takoma Park, MD 20912

301-585-0434



 - RECORD #2841 DETAIL
First Name : Barret
Last Name : Wessel
Business Name :
Address : 7708 Patuxent Oak Ct
City : Elkridge
State : MD
Zip Code : 21075
Email Address : EXODUSOFFICER@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.



 - RECORD #2705 DETAIL
First Name : Becky
Last Name : West
Business Name :
Address : 3328 Jones Bridge Court
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : BECKWEST@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

 Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace
Dear Governor O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

I would just like to add that I take the J1 bus every day to and from work
and sometimes the J2 or J3 – I get a seat and the service is excellent.
Perhaps you could consider running a few more buses on the J1 line
but I don’t think you need to start carving up the beautiful trail to add a
rail service.  The buses really do work fine. In the event that this does
happen, I think it would be crazy to try to keep a trail intact alongside the
railway line – why bother, if it’s gone it’s gone.
Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.
Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.
Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.
Thank you for your consideration.

Attachments : West_Becky.pdf (8 kb)
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Dear Governor O’Malley, 
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff   
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson, 
         Council President Andrews, 

Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace 

Dear Governor O’Malley, 
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff   
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson, 
         Council President Andrews, 

I would just like to add that I take the J1 bus every day to and from work and sometimes 
the J2 or J3 – I get a seat and the service is excellent.  Perhaps you could consider running 
a few more buses on the J1 line  but I don’t think you need to start carving up the 
beautiful trail to add a rail service.  The buses really do work fine. In the event that this 
does happen, I think it would be crazy to try to keep a trail intact alongside the railway line 
– why bother, if it’s gone it’s gone.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities 
-- use the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by 
the elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual 
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily commuters. Trail users 
come from all around the region. 

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple Line is built here, all 
of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or buses 
would pass about 10’ from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor 
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -- about 10’ from 
trains or buses. It would be an environmental and recreational disaster. 

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and continuous natural Trail 
provide rare and outstanding recreational opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere 
else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the 
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and generations to come, 
will be able to enjoy this natural resource, regardless of the growth and development that 
takes place around us.  

Thank you for your consideration. 
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Sincerely,
Becky West 

3328 Jones Bridge Court 

Chevy Chase, MD 20815 



 - RECORD #369 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : West
Business Name :
Address : 10101 Brunett Avenue
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : WESTDAVI@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To the Maryland Transit Administration:

I have been bicycling and using public transit in Bethesda and Silver
Spring for 30 years.  I strongly support the Purple Line.  Based on the
DEIS, I have the following suggestions:

1) Make the Purple line a light rail line, rather than a bus route.

2) Keep the Capital Crescent Trail in the tunnel beneath the Air Rights
Building in Bethesda.  In addition, build a trail route along Bethesda
Avenue and Elm Street Park in addition to the trail through the tunnel.

3) Widen the trail to twelve feet from ten feet.

Thank you for your consideration.

Cheers,

David West
10101 Brunett Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20901-20002



 - RECORD #2314 DETAIL
First Name : Jay
Last Name : West
Business Name :
Address : 5912 Cedar Parkway
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : JAY.WEST@MAINLINE.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Planning Board,

Please accept this short note as my request to NOT approve a Purple
Line along the Capital Crescent Trail.  I use this trail frequently while
biking with my 12 year old son and it is awesome.  There are a multitude
of people who use this trail for biking, walking, socializing, etc.  The
views and greenspace are spectacular.

Putting a Purple line along this trail would be an incredible waste of
money and natural resources.  I firmly believe there are several other
options which you are well aware of that make more sense.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2323 DETAIL
First Name : Joy C.
Last Name : West
Business Name :
Address : 8528 Geren Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : West_Joy.pdf (97 kb)





 - RECORD #3262 DETAIL
First Name : Joy C.
Last Name : West
Business Name :
Address : 8528 Geren Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : West_Joy.pdf (444 kb)



















 - RECORD #1308 DETAIL
First Name : Joy
Last Name : West
Business Name :
Address : 8528 Geren Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : My name is Joy West. I reside at 8528 Jeremy Road, Silver Spring,
Maryland. J-O-Y, W-E-S-T.

It is with great interest that I review the purple line alternatives analysis
draft environmental statement and offer these comments for the record
at this public hearing (inaudible) project. I'm a long-time homeowner and
resident of 28 years of East Silver Spring (inaudible) condominium
complex. Top of the Park is bounded by Piney Branch Road and Wayne
Avenue and Manchester and Sligo Creek Parkway.

As a homeowner and resident of Top of the Park, I would be significantly
adversely impacted by the proposed alternatives contained in the
environmental impact study during and after the construction phase.

A burden to me as a homeowner at Top of the Park far outweighs any
benefit to be gained under alignment options being evaluated.

Only 34 percent of the population in this community uses public
transportation according to the environmental impact study. Under the
highest option, the peak transit level time will remain the same after
completion of the purple line in the East Silver Spring, to Silver Spring
central business district.

Other alternatives would increase the peak transit times from 5 to 8
minutes, which would be the same 8 minutes if the no build alternative
were pursued.

The cost in terms of construction, tunneling, land acquisition, utility
disruption, air quality, vibrations, noise, traffic congestion, road closures,
transit centers, changes in the character of the neighborhood would be a
homeowner's worst nightmare without a corresponding benefit under
proposed alternatives for those living in the impact area.

Although I agree that there is a need to design ways to make the flow of
traffic and movement of people more efficient, it is my impression that
the current proposed alternatives to the purple line, in particular as it
impacts East Silver Spring corridor and Top of the Park is neither
efficient or benefits the community that it would greatly impact.

The proposed alternatives 3 through 8 would destroy the quiet
enjoyment of Top of the Park and the surrounding area without added
benefit in terms of transit time.

The peak transit travel times according to the environmental study for
East Silver Spring to Silver Spring shows there is a no to very slight
change in peak transit travel times in East Silver Spring under the
proposal.

At the same time, the project would force residents of this corridor into
the burdence of a major construction project with no quantifiable
improvement in transit travel time. It will result in years of environmental
destructions and other negative impacts that clearly outweighs any
benefits from the proposed alternatives.

Top of the Park is clearly in the proposed development area and would
be impacted in some way by all of the alternatives contained in the draft
environmental study.

Unfortunately, Top of the Park is completely surrounded. The change in
traffic patterns would add to congestion and make it difficult to gain
access during the construction period.



In conclusion, it is my impression that the no build or TSM alternative
would be the best option as it relates to East Silver Spring corridor, in
particular to the Top of the Park.

It would allow for minimum environmental impacts while making a
change in the mode of transportation along Wayne Avenue. Those
options should easily tie into the Takoma Crossing at Langley Park and
improve the movement of people in this corridor.

For the past 28 years I have enjoyed being a resident of this area. It is
my hope to retire in this area. As with any aging population, it is not my
hope for my neighborhood to be racked with sounds of construction,
heavy equipment noise, drilling and traffic diversions.

I would like to enjoy my senior years and enjoy the benefits of a
significant property tax increase I have endured as a result of the
downtown Silver Spring development.

Although it seems as though the county is making a concerted effort to
tax its seniors from the area, I am doing my best to hold on. After all the
sacrifices I would hate for my golden years to be reduced to an endless
stream of construction vehicles and disruptions all in order to improve
my transit commute by one minute. Thank you.



 - RECORD #2604 DETAIL
First Name : Mark A.
Last Name : Western
Business Name :
Address : 9511 Montgomery Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : MWESTERN@FORRESTER.COM



Submission Content/Notes : I am writing to express my strong and sincere opposition to the Purple
Line light rail option on the Capital Crescent Trail.  I am certain that you
have seen great outcry from citizens on this topic for extremely important
reasons, which essentially break down into two areas, Recreational and
Business:

Recreational:

·         The value of the trail to the more than 10,000 hikers and bikers --
of all ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities – who use the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.

·         In our heavily developed region, the Trail is a wonderful sliver of
land that provides citizens an outlet for exercise, recreation and natural
beauty – and there just are not many local areas that provide that any
longer.

·         The importance of parks in urban areas.

Business:

·         We need to build a long term public transportation infrastructure,
and the light trail solution simply does not meet that need.  It is a band-
aid solution that is the worst compromise possible.

o        The light rail option does not address the longer term connectivity
needed to Virginia, support growth transportation areas like the new
Walter Reed or the Rock Spring area – all of which are better addressed
by the Outer Purple Line option.

o        There is a far less expensive option – dedicated bus routes/lanes
– that not only delivery nearly thee same benefits as the light rail option
but is more flexible and allows for the time and experience to plan
something more optimal and long term, something that really improves
area transportation and development, a real Purple Line.

o        I do market research for a living and while I understand the nature
of politics, it simply does not make sense to do any of the proposed
options because people say they “support” the option.  We should all be
focused on who will RIDE on any of the options.  I have asked many
times and – get this – not one person has been surveyed to ask if they
would ride any of the options.

In summary, the Light Rail Purple Line option on the Crescent Trail is not
the right solutions because it:

·         Forever ruins a needed and valued recreational and natural
resource.  To envision a trail next to a train as something that sustains
the value of the trail is simply disingenuous.

·         Makes no sense when compared to either far less expensive or
more long term and more impact solutions.

·         Should not be left up to a computer model to determine how any
option would be used, that is simply ridiculous based on years on
consumer research experience.  Even so, the initial ridership projections
were very low but magically rose in a second “simulation” or “projection.”
Let’s call that as it is – baloney!

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere



and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #407 DETAIL
First Name : Charles
Last Name : Westover
Business Name : AFSCME
Address : 1425 11th Street, NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20001
Email Address : chuck.westover@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Build the Purple Line Now! It is long overdue and simply makes sense.



 - RECORD #1300 DETAIL
First Name : Sabena R.
Last Name : Westreich
Business Name :
Address : 7520 Maple Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Sabena R. Westreich, S-A-B-E-N-A, R. W-E-S-T-R-E-I-C-H. Address is

7520 Maple Avenue, Apartment 602, Takoma Park, Maryland 20912.

The reason why I would like the purple line is I believe that it would save
people a lot of time when they get to work if they want to go from
Bethesda to Silver Spring or Chevy Chase to Silver Spring, it is going to
save them money because right now people have to take the red line
and it costs a lot more money.

It is going to save people money in parking fees. It is going to help
people get to work on time, it's going to make people's lives easier. It will
help older people when they need to go shopping, it will make trips so
much easier, so much faster, so much more convenient.

It will improve the environment because it is going to be run by electric,
so it's very little pollution and it costs a lot less than putting another rail
line. The light rail is what I'm in favor of, not the bus.

I believe the purple line is going to help the environment, save money,
save time, help people to gain access to things they can't get access to
now because they have to take the train such a long ways away or they
have to take a car and go in the traffic, so it's going to also improve
pollution because you're not going to be driving that much. You're going
to be taking the rail more and it will decrease pollution as well as
decrease time and money spent.



 - RECORD #2785 DETAIL
First Name : John Z.
Last Name : Wetmore
Business Name :
Address : 5305 Bradley Boulevard
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : john@pedestrians.org
Submission Content/Notes : Comments on the Purple Line AA/DEIS

1)  It is important that the Purple Line follow a direct route (along
the old railroad right of way) into downtown Bethesda.  Detours along
Jones Bridge Road give inferior service to the main center of
activity, which is downtown Bethesda.

2)  Light rail would be a better choice than BRT.  Not only does it
give a superior ride to buses, but it will be better at handling the
volume of riders that are possible in a 50 or 75 year time
frame.  This is an investment for the next century.

3)  The continuous bike/ped path in the right of way is
important.  Where there is space, making it 12 feet wide, rather than
10 feet, is important.

4)  I have attached a photo of light rail in Barcelona.  Note:
--Bicyclists and pedestrians coexisting in close proximity to the
light rail tracks;
--Ability to cross at any point without barriers;
--Grass tracks;
--A tree canopy extending over the tracks;

Thank you for your attention.
Attachments : BARCEL~1.jpg (345 kb)



 - RECORD #1661 DETAIL
First Name : Daniel
Last Name : Wheeland
Business Name :
Address : 9207 Bardon Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : We want the Purple Line to go to University of Maryland.

Thank you.



 - RECORD #1663 DETAIL
First Name : Paula
Last Name : Wheeland
Business Name :
Address : 9207 Bardon Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : seasunrise@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : We support the Purple Line.  Specifically, we support the light rail option.



 - RECORD #678 DETAIL
First Name : Joshua
Last Name : Whelpley
Business Name :
Address : 11782 Carriage House Drive
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address : JWHELPLEY@DBTS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I wanted to thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Purple Line.

I live in Silver Spring and I support the Purple Line 100% I commute to
work in Washington DC via the METRO. I personally am more attracted
to the idea of using light rail but would be happy with direct high speed
buses.

Joshua Whelpley

11782 Carriage House Drive

Silver Spring, MD 20906

202-580-9209



 - RECORD #3190 DETAIL
First Name : Joshua
Last Name : Whelpley
Business Name :
Address : 11782 Carriage House Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address : joshua.whelpley@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Whelpley 35853.pdf (109 kb)







 - RECORD #966 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Whetzel
Business Name :
Address : 3320 Jones Bridge Ct.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : JMWHETZEL@VERIZON.NET



Submission Content/Notes : All,

I am against the Purple Line Light Rail for several reasons, some that
could
be deemed selfish.  My family and I live in a small wood frame house of
about 1500 sq ft that backs to the Capital Crescent Trail slightly west of
Jones Mill road.  For personal reasons I am concerned about the
vibration
and noise from the trains that will run every few minutes less than 50'
from
my house.  I am also concerned about the trains headlights shining into
my
windows as it passes. These might be completely irrational fears but I
am
concerned about these possibilities.

I realize that the mitigation efforts by the MTA as well as us installing a
masonry wall and some fast growing hedges might further ensure that
we can
get a decent nights sleep.  I am ready for either outcome but I will miss
the trees and all of the assorted wildlife that live behind my house if the
Light Rail is installed.

As I have reflected on this project over the last 10 years, no doubt more
than any of you, I have come to believe that this project is being
shoe-horned in by a very vocal few.  We all know who the engines
behind
Light Rail at Chevy Chase Lake are.  I won't bore you with any
conspiracy
theories.

I have come to strongly believe that the Purple Line Light Rail will be
money badly spent that will produce buyers remorse almost immediately
after
construction.  I believe this for the following reasons.

1) It is not part of the Metrorail System.  (Most voters still think it will
be a line like the Red Line or Orange Line).

2) It can NEVER be extended to go west from Bethesda or east from
New
Carrolton and will never be able to encircle the city of DC.  It is being
built as a one-off system that does not really fit into a fine but over
subscribed Metrorail.

3) It will be permanently tied to electrical power (coal) which is a bigger
threat to global warming than most people realize.  Unless we get a
nuclear
plant installed quick, coal it is.

4) It will not remove 495 traffic.  I have read nothing to suggest that it
will help relieve the east-west gridlock that occurs on 495 and outward,
Randolph Rd....

5) Low income residents will NOT use the system unless it is as cheap
as the
bus.

6) Low income residents who live within walking distance of a station will
be pushed out when their neighborhoods become gentrified.

7) The up front price tag is huge and lord knows how much it will cost to



keep this stand-alone light rail system maintained.

In summary if you folks, who are tasked with being good stewards of the
public's resources, really look at the Purple Line light rail in an
analytical way, you will wonder why this project is even on the books.

Traffic is far worse in other parts of Montgomery County and Maryland.
The
only people this project will truly help is developers.  If the developers
who have kept this project alive for so long, (Trolley to Purple Line), want
the light rail so desperately, let them pay for it.  It is not a good use of
our hard-earned and ever increasingly scarce tax money.

Thank for your time.

James Whetzel
3320 Jones Bridge Ct.
Chevy Chase, MD 20815
(301) 718-7870



 - RECORD #2162 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Whetzel
Business Name :
Address : 3320 Jones Bridge Court
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. J. Whetzel.pdf (877 kb)





 - RECORD #1474 DETAIL
First Name : Jim
Last Name : Whetzel
Business Name :
Address : 3320 Jones Bridge Court
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is James Whetzel. Address is 3320 Jones Bridge Court. Last

name is W-H-E-T-Z-E- L. My major concerns with the line other than the
big price tag and its inability to travel completely around the city, dead-
ending at Bethesda and then at New Carrollton and it not being part of
the Metro system, I have, also have issues with my house being right on
the rail line.

I have concerns with noise, vibration and headlights from the rail line or
bus line, whichever it may be. Those are my major concerns. If you can
mitigate those, I'm sure I'll be happy with the system but that's it. Okay,
thanks, bye.



 - RECORD #1391 DETAIL
First Name : Brad
Last Name : Whidden
Business Name :
Address : 1729 Conrad's Ferry Drive
City : Point of Rocks
State : MD
Zip Code : 21777
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Natthavee Khamphong.pdf (80 kb)





 - RECORD #478 DETAIL
First Name : Andrew
Last Name : White
Business Name :
Address : 7705 Brookville Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : scan.white.pdf (56 kb)





 - RECORD #1990 DETAIL
First Name : Andy
Last Name : White
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : WHITEAA@HOTMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley and County Executive Leggett:

As you and members of the Montgomery County Council near the
conclusion of your deliberations on the Purple Line proposal, I urge
you to reject the proposal to use portions of the Capital Crescent
Trail for this rapid transit project.  The Trail is irreplaceable and

furthermore, the LRT option has a serious environmental flaw.

First, it is truly astounding to me that use of the Trail for this purpose
was ever on the drawing board, and more astounding still that elected
officials who rightly pride themselves on the development of
progressive policies would give serious consideration to the plan. As
we near the end of a presidential administration that has been only
too happy to open some of our nation's most unspoiled wilderness to
exploitation in the interests of "energy security" -- even still, the
cries of "Drill Baby Drill" raised by supporters of the losing
presidential candidate linger -- our state and county should not be
about sacrificing one of our best natural treasures on the altar of
the county's mass transit needs.

Second, I attended the public comment session on the Purple Line at

the National 4-H Center.  At that meeting, a local Ph.D. physicist

presented the results of a greenhouse gas calculation that he has

done to compare the BRT with LRT options.  His calculations balanced

the emissions that would come directly from the BRT exhaust with the

greenhouse gases that would be released as a result of increasing the

counties used of coal-generated electricity to operate the so-called

“clean and green” LRT.  His calculations indicated that the LRT would

be 4 times dirtier (less clean and green) than the BRT option.  I have

seen no response to this analysis and the public deserves one.  Why

are we lining up behind the dirtier option?  Could it be that the siren

call of federal matching money and the campaign contributions of local

developers are just too much for our elected officials?

I am a frequent user of our Metro system and strongly support
improvements in our state and county's mass transit infrastructure:
such improvements are central to any "Green" transportation policy.
But I am also a frequent user of the Trail and believe that it would
be the height of absurdity for the state and county to implement a
"Green" transit policy by destroying what is today an unspoiled
natural treasure in the midst of our increasingly urbanized community.

It also makes no sense to implement a "Green" transportation policy

that doesn't use the least polluting option.



Please find another way. The Trail must be saved.



 - RECORD #2509 DETAIL
First Name : Corinne
Last Name : White
Business Name :
Address : 7705 Brookville Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : CORIWHITE@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews, and
those others whom it may concern:

I was only 11 when the Capital Crescent Trail opened, but still remember
my first bike ride on the CCT. The joy of having somewhere free of
traffic, to run an bike is a Joy. These days it's hard to find a quiet stretch
of nature away from the hustle and bustle of Bethesda/DC. The CCT
provides that getaway. In my opinion there are few ways better to spend
a nice weekend afternoon than with a walk or bike ride along the scenic
and quiet stretch on the Capital Crescent Trail that runs between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. It would be a shame to sacrifice such a
valuable community resource.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1605 DETAIL
First Name : Juanita
Last Name : White
Business Name :
Address : 2562 Iverson Street
City : Temple Hills
State : MD
Zip Code : 20748
Email Address : juanita_white@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : I think that a light rail would be preferable because it would not get

caught in traffic.  Ultimately, this thing should go around the entire
Capital Beltway so that it can ease traffic congestion in general.



 - RECORD #1393 DETAIL
First Name : Timothy S.
Last Name : White
Business Name :
Address : 504 Golden Oak Terrace
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20850
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. We moved recently and

originally were going to buy in Forest Glen (Silver Spring). The Purple
Line is a good thing.

Attachments : Comment Cards. Natthavee Khamphong.pdf (80 kb)





 - RECORD #3097 DETAIL
First Name : Victoria
Last Name : White
Business Name :
Address : 9309 Biltmore Drive.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : pradhanat@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : White 35503.pdf (107 kb)







 - RECORD #700 DETAIL
First Name : Charles E.
Last Name : Whitehead
Business Name :
Address : 4824 Chevy Chase Blvd.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : CEW789@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sirs,

I use the trail for both commuting to work and recreation. The Purple
Line will ruin the best and most convenient recreational and thus health
facility in this part of Montgomery County. It also connects us to Rock
Creek, Sligo Creek, and even up county recreational trails. The
proposed combination trail and transit corridor are incompatible and will
destroy too much. In addition, losing use of the trail for three years
during construction further prejudices the case for the trail.

 Before the Capital Crescent Trail existed, it may have been difficult for
our planners and elected officials to foresee how popular and valuable
the Trail would become as a natural, tree-lined linear park.  The
popularity of the Trail has exceeded all expectations -- with over 10,000
weekly uses on this unpaved section of the Trail between Bethesda and
Silver Spring.

When the Master Plan was written 18 years ago, had our public officials
known then, what we know now about the environmental benefits of
preserving this 17 acres of mature trees and natural greenspace in lower
Montgomery County, and had they known the environmental costs of
putting transit in this location, they might have supported purchasing the
right of way solely for parkland -- just like the section from Bethesda to
Georgetown.

Moreover, at that time, had our public officials known about the BRAC
relocation of Walter Reed Hospital and the need to find transportation
solutions for the new National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, they
might have planned differently.

Circumstances have changed.  Now is the time to re-think the Purple
Line, and now is the time to eliminate plans to put trains or buses along
the Capital Crescent Trail.  This is  a regressive transportation plan that
would result in a devastating loss to the surrounding communities and to
trail users around the region.

Please save this popular tranquil Trail, the trees, and the natural
greenspace for generations to come.

Thank you for your consideration.

Charles E. Whitehead
4824 Chevy Chase Blvd.
Chevy Chase, Md. 20815



 - RECORD #813 DETAIL
First Name : Kerry
Last Name : Whitehead
Business Name :
Address : 12636 Princes Choice Drive
City : Bowie
State : MD
Zip Code : 20720
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I'm not in favor of Purple Line project. We are currenty in the struggle of

a recession and not knowing exactly the current usage of people using
public transportant from New Carrolton to Montgomery County. My
suggestion is to cease and perform a survey.

Attachments : 3.pdf (872 kb)





 - RECORD #620 DETAIL
First Name : Crystal
Last Name : Whitfield
Business Name :
Address : 9306 Jarrett Court
City : Gaithersburg
State : MD
Zip Code : 20886
Email Address : CRYSTAL.WHITFIELD@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Crystal Whitfield
9306 Jarrett Court
Gaithersburg, MD 20886



 - RECORD #621 DETAIL
First Name : Crystal L.
Last Name : Whitfield
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : CRYSTAL.WHITFIELD@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I am in favor of inventing the purple line.

--
Crystal L. Whitfield



 - RECORD #1699 DETAIL
First Name : Deborah
Last Name : Whitman
Business Name :
Address : 8420 Queen Annes Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : TENORDEB@FASTMAIL.FM



Submission Content/Notes : WRITTEN COMMENTS ON PURPLE LINE AA/DEIS SUBMITTED BY
Deborah Whitman,
8420 Queen Annes Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20910

Diane Ratliff
Director of Planning
Maryland Transit Administration

I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public's review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.

Our community overwhelmingly supports public transit, and supports the
concept of a Purple Line.  HOWEVER, the current proposed design -
above-ground street level light rail - would be a disaster for our
community and for downtown Silver Spring.

My street is only one street from Wayne Avenue.  It is a narrow
neighborhood street barely wide enough for two cars to pass, with speed
humps, parking on both sides and no sidewalks.  Already we have a
problem with cut-through traffic from people attempting to avoid traffic
on Fenton, especially the Fenton-Wayne light.  There are days when I
cannot even back out of my own driveway because of cut-through traffic.
If a train runs down Wayne Avenue, this will only exacerbate traffic
problems on our tiny neighborhood streets.

The stretch of Wayne where the proposed Purple Line will run has two
schools, two churches, the astoundingly successful Whole Foods
grocery
store, and many private homes.  This area is heavily used by both cars
and pedestrians.  Children cross the street daily to attend school.  The
churches have activities nearly every day of the week.  Residents along
Wayne park on Wayne Avenue because their homes lack driveways.
And
there is frequently a long line of traffic waiting on Wayne to turn into
the Whole Foods Parking lot.  Running a train through the middle of all
this activity would have a severe negative impact on traffic, our
community, and businesses.

Commercial enterprises such as Whole Foods have been instrumental in
contributing to the success of our revitalized downtown.  Making it more
difficult for residents and visitors to navigate our traffic-clogged
streets will discourage future commercial development.  If MTA insists
on turning downtown Silver Spring into an obstacle course by bisecting
the region with a train, downtown will become permanently gridlocked,
and Silver Spring will fail once again.

Building a street-level train is a temporary solution to a permanent
problem.  It is the equivalent of using a Band-Aid to stop arterial
bleeding.  It is time to look at long-term solutions that will benefit -
not harm - our community for decades to come.

I urge MTA to tunnel the Purple Line under downtown Silver Spring and
a
half mile of Wayne Avenue from Cedar Street to Mansfield Road.  The
new
Federal Government administration has pledged billions of dollars
towards public infrastructure projects.  These newly available Federal
funds make a tunnel the best viable option for the Silver Spring stretch
of the Purple Line.  Please do not dismiss and ignore the concerns of
our community as you have been doing.  Do not destroy something that
Montgomery County has labored for years to create - namely, a
successful



downtown Silver Spring and its livable communities.

I am in agreement with the detailed written comments submitted by
Seven
Oaks-Evanswood Citizens Association on December 11, 2008.



 - RECORD #257 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Whitty
Business Name :
Address : 7305 Oakridge Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I believe the Purple Line will be a fantastic addition to the Washington

Metro area. It is exactly this kind of project that will keep our region
competitive and environment-friendly.



 - RECORD #1447 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Whitty
Business Name :
Address : 7305 Oakridge Ave
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : John, J-O-H-N, Whitty, W-H-I-T-T-Y. Go ahead? I am strongly in favor of

the Purple Line along the Georgetown Branch right-of-way. I live in the
Town of Chevy Chase and I'm very near the right-of-way. But I feel that it
should make the most efficient use of our available resources. And one
of these valuable resources that should be used is the Georgetown
Branch. I see it as a perfect avenue for putting in public transportation
and I feel that that would be a very wise use of it.

And as our Metro area grows, a high speed public transit system is
critical and I do not feel that the value of the trail, as it currently is
utilized, could possibly outweigh its value as public transportation
corridor.

I walk, bike or job this section of the trail about five times a week,
probably, and I see the value of it and there would definitely be people
who would be impacted by converting it into a public transportation
corridor. But my theory, personally, is I believe that the good of the many
should outweigh the good of the few.

And so, the people who would be impacted by it, who's properties abut
it, typically, you know, that's a small number of people compared to the
large number of people over the course of the next 40 years that could
make use of this great avenue for public transportation for mass transit.
And so that's sort of my angle on it. Thank you very much.



 - RECORD #2163 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Whitty
Business Name :
Address : 7305 Oakridge Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. J.Whitty.pdf (1 mb)





 - RECORD #3147 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Whybrew
Business Name :
Address : 9106 Eton Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : mwhybrew@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Whybrew 35687.pdf (103 kb)







 - RECORD #533 DETAIL
First Name : Bonnie
Last Name : Wicklund
Business Name :
Address : 3603 Stewart Dr
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : With the Purple Line light rail, I would be able to take a ten minute walk,

take a short ride to Bethesda or Silver Spring, and ride the subway to
downtown D.C.  and points beyond without ever getting in a car!  What is
not to like about that?  This is the kind of transportation option which
would bring Washington close to European standards, and benefit many
more people from all walks of life, than does the present walking/biking
trail, which mainly serves affluent suburbanites.



 - RECORD #2503 DETAIL
First Name : Allison
Last Name : Wielobob
Business Name :
Address : 14 Crescent Place
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : WIELOBOB@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.



 - RECORD #3145 DETAIL
First Name : Allison
Last Name : Wielobob
Business Name :
Address : 14 Crescent Place
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : wielobob@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Wielobob 35679.pdf (107 kb)







 - RECORD #2172 DETAIL
First Name : Martin
Last Name : Wigand
Business Name :
Address : 5209 Andover Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. M. Wiegand.pdf (952 kb)





 - RECORD #912 DETAIL
First Name : Ann
Last Name : Wild
Business Name :
Address : 7104 Oakridge Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : ANNLWILD@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,  County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, and Council President Andrews,

As Bethesda builds up and up, continually expanding in concrete, there
is precious little green space that remains.  I see no reason to put the
Purple Line on the Capital Crescent Trail, one of the few remaining
natural spaces in our area used by thousands and thousands of people
walking and riding and enjoying the scenery throughout the year.  Light
rail along this stretch will destroy the Trail as it now exists.

Who wants to walk or ride along a tree-cut, narrowed, and noisy (with
trains running every three minutes) route that was once a piece of nature
that one could enjoy?  Gone would be the tranquility, safety, and natural
beauty that so, so many people USE AND LOVE.

I ride the bus and Metro all the time.  Mid-day bus service to Silver
Spring even now along East-West Highway is relatively very good
compared to other routes.  I understand that for buses as well as cars
that road at rush hour is very slow.  So it makes sense to move the bus,
starting in Bethesda, to a dedicated to buses-only lane north to Jones
Bridge Road to accommodate the expanded and traffic-clogged Navy
Medical-Walter Reed site?

The Trail is irreplaceable and cannot be replicated because there is NO
MORE AVAILABLE LAND in Bethesda.  And the Trail provides such a
wonderful continuous connection from Georgetown and the Potomac to
its trail end---a long and beautiful ride whether in long stints or short
ones.  Take away a piece of the Trail and you destroy the Trail.

Please use your human understanding of how people USE the Trail and
VALUE the Trail to move the transit elsewhere and to preserve our small
remaining green space -- so that we and the generations to come will be
able to enjoy this natural resource, despite all the growth and
development that takes place around us.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Sincerely,
Ann Wild
7104 Oakridge Avenue
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #1842 DETAIL
First Name : Sara
Last Name : Wilensky
Business Name :
Address : 503 Ethan Allen Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I hope you support the rapid bus not light rail option for the purple line. I

am a big fan of public transportation, I use metro everyday. But I'm also
a big fan of our parks, more and more which are being taken for
transportation projects like the ICC. Green space is important to
Marylanders. I use the Capital Crescent trail every week and it would be
sad to lose of one of the remaining parks in the area. In addition, the
light rail option is more expensive to build and maintain, which we
cannot afford in this budget climate. I lived in Denver which has a light
rail and it isn't as sleak or quiet as people would lead you to believe.
The purple line is important, but it must be done right.



 - RECORD #2639 DETAIL
First Name : Janice
Last Name : Wiles
Business Name :
Address : 22 Clarke Place
City : Frederick
State : MD
Zip Code : 21701
Email Address : JWILES@FRIENDSOFFREDERICKCOUNTY.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.



 - RECORD #1359 DETAIL
First Name : Cavan
Last Name : Wilk
Business Name : ACT
Address : 2708 Dawson Avenues
City : Wheaton
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Hello. Kevin Wilk. C-A-V-A-N, W-I-L-K. And I live in Wheaton. I will begin

by saying I'm strongly in favor of the high investment light rail transit
option for the Purple Line. Although this option has the highest initial
capital cost, it will provide the best value for long term and for its
investment in the long term in the system. By long-term, I'm defining it
past the 2030 FTA Metro.

Also, a high invested light rail transit Purple Line will have the most long-
term effects on mobility patterns in our region because it will shift the
greatest amount of riders out of automobiles and also off of the slow
congested J Metro bus lines.

Sociologically in our region, a bus is still viewed as transit for those
without a choice. Few, few riders who, who currently own automobiles
will voluntary go hop on a bus, but our experience with the Metro has
shown that car owners will most certainly take a train provided the
quality and value is there.

The high investment LRT option as a projected ridership 68,000 riders
per day. I'd like to point out that no BRT system in the United States has
that kind of ridership. That's one of the fundamental reasons why despite
being the most capital intensive option, the high investment is the most
cost effective in the long haul. Specifically, past the 30 year time horizon
as capital cost smooth with respect to the cost of and the life of the
equipment.

The project is also for the far future, more so than the near future. I
would like to point out that other rail systems like the New York City
subway have been operating for approximately one century. Our own
Metro has been operating for years. Neither New York nor Washington,
D.C., would have the current levels of job creation, job growth or
economic vitality, without the mobility that electrified rail provides.

Now, as far as being more expensive, also, you get what you pay for. If
you put less capital money into a bus, you get less ridership, more
gasoline burn, you have to pay more, you have the pay the cost of diesel
fuel. Truthfully, we don't know how much it'll cost in the future. It's very
possible it'll exceed the experiences we had in July.

Buses have no track record for Smart Growth because there's no rail in
the ground. Everyone's worried the bus route will be shifted in the
immediate future and everyone will be out of luck.

My final point. There's a generational gap in terms of what we want,
what kind of place we want to live in. I'm 27 and me and most people I
know really are not excited about living in a big house behind a picket
fence with a big yard. We want a place of social and economic vitality
and the only way to have such a place where you can walk around,
enjoy a place on a park bench, maybe have an ice-cream cone in a
place like Silver Spring is with viable, electrified rail.



Attachments : Comment Form. C. Wilk.pdf (2 mb)







 - RECORD #1480 DETAIL
First Name : Lindsay
Last Name : Wilkins
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : LINDSAYGOULET@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Govenor O'Malley,

I am an avid user of the Capital Crescent Trail and have been for years!
The section between Bethesda and Silver Spring is enjoyed by
numerous residents of the DC metro area.  I have never been on the trail
and not seen bikers, runners, walkers, etc. all enjoying the beautiful
outdoor area as a means of exercise. Taking this away is robbing the
people of the area of a free way to enjoy the outdoors.  Many use it as a
means to get to and from work.  All of these "outdoor commuters" would
have to switch to less environmentally friendly ways to commute.  That
seems to defeat the purpose of the majority of citizens who are striving
to create a more green environment.  I am a marathon runner who relys
on the Capital Crescent Trail as a key place to do my marathon training.
Without this section of the trail many of our loops would be compromised
and have a detrimental effect on our running.  Please don't take this
away from us!

I appreciate your consideration.
Sincerely,
Lindsay Wilkins



 - RECORD #1377 DETAIL
First Name : Victoria
Last Name : Wilkins
Business Name :
Address : 13211 Meander Lover Dr. #77
City : Germantown
State : MD
Zip Code : 20874
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. I suspect their are many

people that come from upper Mo. Co. commute by car to Silver Spring
solely because the metro is an inefficient time consuming way of getting
there. This would truly help those commuters and reduce traffic.

Attachments : Comment Cards. Lourdes Baire.pdf (72 kb)





 - RECORD #961 DETAIL
First Name : Kathleen
Last Name : Wilks
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : KATHLEENWILKS@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : My family uses the crescent trail almost every week. This is such a vital

part of downtown Bethesda, and is a main attraction for those of us who
like to exercise regularly. Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and
bikers -- of all ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed
by the elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with
small children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes
in training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the
region.

If the Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the
Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass
about 10’ from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither
safe nor attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow
bike lane -- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental
and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else. Not to mention
the IMPORTANCE OF URBAN PARKS. THESE TREES PROVIDE
MUCH NEEDED OXYGEN TO ALL THOSE WHO USE THE TRAIL!!!!!

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Kathleen Wilks



 - RECORD #595 DETAIL
First Name : Madeline
Last Name : Wilks
Business Name :
Address : 4609 Sleaford Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : MADDYWILKS@RCN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor Martin O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff,
         County Executive Isiah Leggett,
         Chairman Royce Hanson,
         Council President Mike Knapp,

I am a mother of 2, a resident of East Bethesda and a physician for the
underserved/uninsured in Montgomery Co. & DC.  I love the Capital
Crescent Trail.  I am not opposed to building on the trail because I am a
country club member, or because I don't want working class people from
the outlying areas to have easier access to Bethesda.  I proudly send my
children to public school, to the same school that my
housekeeper/babysitter and some of my indigent patients' children
attend.  I think we all benefit from integration.  I oppose the trail being
destroyed for a light rail, because of the loss of green space.  I watch
neighborhood trees being felled on a daily basis in the name of
development.  We have more traffic and congestion on the streets than
is environmentally sound, but destroying this linear park is not a remedy.
It is a refuge and respite from urban life.  Hiking and biking the trail,
listening to the birds, and enjoying the calm beauty is a local treasure,
and losing it would be a devastating loss.

Thank you for your consideration,

Madeline Wilks
4609 Sleaford Rd
Bethesda, MD 20814
301-652-5595



 - RECORD #1606 DETAIL
First Name : Bess
Last Name : Williams
Business Name :
Address : 5609 Hamilton St.
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20781
Email Address : bwilliams@steptoe.com
Submission Content/Notes : I prefer light rail for the commute, it is less pollution on the already

overly-crowded highways, and will take less time due to the nighmarish
traffic we already have.



 - RECORD #1512 DETAIL
First Name : Darryle T.
Last Name : Williams
Business Name :
Address : P.O. Box 1510
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20013
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Anne Lee.pdf (35 kb)





 - RECORD #2526 DETAIL
First Name : Kirsten
Last Name : Williams
Business Name :
Address : 3619 Shepherd Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : KWILLIAMS@MCENEARNEY.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To whom it may concern:  I am a proponent of better and increased

public transportation; however I know we can plan to build the Purple
Line without ruining the Capital Crescent  Trail.  My husband commutes
on his bike from Chevy Chase (section 3) to downtown Washington each
work day, he is able to get home safely each night by riding on this trail.
We have so little public green space, and we must preserve this along
with improving our public transportation options.   Please continue to
look at the other options (why not along the beltway??).  Thank you –
Kirsten Williams



 - RECORD #2424 DETAIL
First Name : Lynda
Last Name : Williams
Business Name :
Address : 7112 Edgevale Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : 3SUNS5@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Gentlemen and Ladies of Montgomery County,

I am writing to express my outrage about a light rail system considered
along the Crescent Trail.  My property backs onto the trail and my home
is very close to the property border.

We are a modest neighborhood of small colonial and ranch homes.  The
original rail was one track and ran once a day, now there is a proposal
for two tracks, running every 3 minutes plus a bike trail.  This is far more
than tripling the congestion on the same amount of land in our small
family neighborhood.  The constant hustle of the light rail will be
extremely irritating and destroy the peace in our lives.  It will force a
quiet family neigborhood to become divided. This is a gross
McMansioning if ever there was, and the county has already come out in
support of keeping neighborhoods to scale.  This area around the trail is
a place of beauty and community and the rail project will rip this
asunder.

In my particular case, I live on Edgevale Street.  Together with Edgevale
Court, we form a cul-de-sac off East-West Highway.  There is only one
road in.  When there is snow, the snow is plowed onto the sidewalks,
making walking impossible.  When there is an accident, light failure, or
other emergency, this segment of the highway becomes blocked,
making driving impossible.  Currently most of us access East Bethesda
by walking across the trail.  If access to the trail is eliminated, in the
snow and emergencies, all residents of Edgevale's 21 homes will
become prisoners, trapped in our own homes (or unable to get home.)
This happens several times a year, and with the trail we are able to get
home.  On a daily basis, residents would be forced to give up walking
under most conditions.  East-West Highway, between Connecticut and
Wisconsin is a hilly, winding road.  It is very dangerous and scarey to
walk along this unprotected highway sidewalk with cars zipping along it's
curves literally inches from you.  So we will likely be forced to get in our
cars to get around, instead of walking.  This would also cause us to stop
walking to the Bethesda metro and rely on driving.  My sons could not
walk to B-CC across the trail on quiet, neighborhood streets.   He would
be forced on to a busy street and the possibility of accident or being hit
by a car dramatically increases.  There was a horrible fatal accident just
a year or so ago just a few houses down from Edgevale on the highway.

Our home values in Edgevale will plummet as the things that caused us
to buy here would be lost, replaced by ugliness.  Our beautiful mature
trees, even ones on our own property, would be chopped down.  It will
be scorchingly hot in the summer.  Our green vista will become a 4 foot
wall with high-frequency trams scurrying by every 3 minutes.  (I lived in
Brussels with trams everywhere: I am testifying that even the best, new
ones that were put in recently screech and rattle - contrary to what is
being said and no 4 foot noise barrier will muffle it.)  Then there will be a
wall rising beyond the trams for a trail.  We will stare at ugly walls and
trains.  We would not have access to a trail.  We would become isolated
and trapped. We would not walk any more, but instead drive
everywhere.  How would I be compensated for what I bought and is
being proposed to be taken away?  Would you like to buy my house?

Light rail would be a lose-lose proposition for us.  Residents here at the
terminus of the line do not have need for this line and yet would pay the
brunt of personal cost.  It would destroy the community and health-giving
nature of the trail unnecessarily since there are other alternatives without
such dramatic consequences and at least one at a lower cost.  Please
do not shoulder us with a system that we do not have the money to
spend.  Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2865 DETAIL
First Name : Lynda
Last Name : Williams
Business Name :
Address : 7112 Edgevale Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : 3SUNS5@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Gentlemen and Ladies,

I am writing to highlight a serious and dangerous problem for my
neighborhood with the light rail system considered along the Crescent
Trail. I do not think this concern as been considered and hope you will
give it your utmost attention.

Edgevale Street and Edgevale Court form a cul-de-sac of 21 homes off
East-West Highway between the golf course and Sleaford Rd.  There is
only one road in.  When there is snow, it is plowed onto the highway
sidewalks, making walking impossible.  When there is an accident, light
failure, or other emergency, this segment of the highway becomes
blocked, making driving impossible.  If access to the trail is eliminated, in
the snow and emergencies, all residents of Edgevale's 21 homes would
become prisoners, trapped in our own homes (or unable to get home.)
This would happen several times a year.

Even more importantly, on a daily basis, residents would be forced to
make our way on foot along the East-West Highway.  Between Edgevale
and the high school the highway is a hilly, winding road.  It is very
dangerous and scarey to walk along this unprotected highway sidewalk
with cars zipping along it's curves literally inches from you.  Please
especially consider the children who would have to walk there; the
possibility of accident or being hit by a car dramatically increases for
children.  Please also consider the dangers for women, such as myself,
who would have no options but to walk alone along a highway.  The
reality is that there was a horrible fatal accident just a year or so ago in
this section - please see the cross memorials at the spot.

A light rail cutting off our access to safe passage across the trail is an
unfair assault on the families of Edgevale, one which could require us to
endure forever a disproportionately dangerous and distressing daily
transportation reality. There are other alternatives without such dramatic
consequences and at least one at a lower cost.  Please do not shoulder
us with a system that we do not have the money to spend.  Thank you
for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1533 DETAIL
First Name : PeggySue
Last Name : Williams
Business Name :
Address : 7701 Tomlinson Ave.
City : Cabin John
State : MD
Zip Code : 20818
Email Address : VELCRO13@VERIZON.NET]
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

PeggySue Williams
7701 Tomlinson Ave.
Cabin John, MD 20818



 - RECORD #2289 DETAIL
First Name : Rebecca
Last Name : Williams
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : BEFFERWILL@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1370 DETAIL
First Name : Ruth J. and Kate
Last Name : Williams
Business Name :
Address : 1814 Sanford Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as a light rail. We need a line to the

University of Maryland. Thanks.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Jennifer Malatesta.pdf (74 kb)





 - RECORD #3367 DETAIL
First Name : stehanie
Last Name : williams
Business Name :
Address : 6714 furman parkway
City : riverdale
State : MD
Zip Code : 20737
Email Address : swilliams@wileyrein.com
Submission Content/Notes : woukd like to receive newsletter and timeline of completion



 - RECORD #3127 DETAIL
First Name : Sylvie
Last Name : Williams
Business Name :
Address : 7230 Darby Downs, Unit D
City : Elkridge
State : MD
Zip Code : 21075
Email Address : sylvie.williams@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Williams 35563.pdf (105 kb)







 - RECORD #2015 DETAIL
First Name : Matthew
Last Name : Williamson
Business Name :
Address : 5028 River Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : MATTHEWAWILLIAMSON@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

[Describe how you use the Capital Crescent Trail with friends and
family and/or why it's important to you, your community and the
environment, etc.]

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly,
parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small
children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in
training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the
region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the
Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the
Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass
about 10' from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be
neither safe nor attractive for Trail users to be passing each other
on a narrow bike lane -- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be
an environmental and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central
Park" -- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy
this natural resource, regardless of the growth and development that
takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1133 DETAIL
First Name : Sharon
Last Name : Willig
Business Name :
Address : 4242 East-West Highway #303
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Hello. My name is Sharon Willig, S-H-A-R-O-N W-I-L-L-I-G and I live at

4242 East West Highway in Chevy Chase, Maryland.

I want to thank you all for allowing me this opportunity. I am here to
represent myself and others in my building, the Riviera Condominium,
who share my thoughts on this important topic. I and many of my
neighbors are in favor of the Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit
Alternative.

The Low Investment Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit Alternative
will serve more people in the Bethesda area with a direct, one seat ride,
with stops at the National Naval Medical Center, North Woodmont,
which is now projected for high-density growth and central Bethesda.

It will cost taxpayers substantially less than the other alternatives.
According to the DEIS it could be anywhere from $600 million to $1
billion less, and perhaps free up money for other important transit
projects in the region, like the Corridor Cities Transitway.

It will also help provide direct relief for the anticipated traffic increase that
is anticipated on Jones Bridge Road due to the block realignment of the
Walter Reed Hospital.

It will also prevent the clear cutting of over 15 acres of mature trees in an
important down county green space known as the Capital Crescent Trail.
It will preserve safer recreational use of the Capital Crescent Trail for all
its multiple types of users.

It will also assist the heart of Bethesda Woodmont East Plaza from
negative transit impacts, such as buses running through the Plaza every
six minutes or tail tracks with disabled transit trains parked in front of the
Bethesda Landmark Theater.

It will preserve a natural, urban forest for residents and prevent a
landscape scared by rails or roads, tall night lights for transit vehicles,
and the noise of continuous traffic where once stillness reigned after
sunset.

It will also prevent wear and tear on existing structures that now abut the
Crescent Trail, such as the building where I live, the Riviera. I've also
brought pictures to show that it's right on the trail, for those that would
like to see it.

I urge you all to consider the Low Investment Jones Bridge Road Bus
Rapid Transit Alternative. Thank you for your time and your attention.



 - RECORD #347 DETAIL
First Name : F. Michael
Last Name : Willis
Business Name :
Address : 513 Margaret Drive
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : MWILLIS@HOBBSSTRAUS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  I am a bicycle commuter that uses the Capital
Crescent Trail as my primary transportation from Takoma Park (via the
Silver Spring entrance off Grace Church Road) to Downtown
Washington.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland Transit
Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail as part
of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

F Michael Willis
513 Margaret Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20910

202-822-8282



 - RECORD #2368 DETAIL
First Name : Floyd and Carolyn
Last Name : Willis
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : CMGWILLIS@MSN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear County Representatives,

The light rail Purple Line is not a cost effective solution to East-West
travel.  The bus solution is far better.  The damage to the environment
and particulary to Columbia Country Club, a historic amenity of
Montgomery County, will be disastrous.



 - RECORD #2767 DETAIL
First Name : Sam
Last Name : Willmott
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SAM.WILLMOTT@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,

ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1788 DETAIL
First Name : Laurie
Last Name : Wilmot
Business Name :
Address : 7501 Mayfair Court
City : Mount Airy
State : MD
Zip Code : 21771
Email Address : laurieaw101@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes : As a resident of Maryland who has lived in the Washington metropolitan

region for 16 years, I know all about the congestion in D.C. and the
suburbs. The best way to relieve congestion in Maryland is public transit.
It is environmentally friendly, more reliable, and sustainable. Also, it will
take more cars off the already congested roads and take people to their
destinations in a safer, faster, and more efficient manner.The purple line
should be built using light rails, not buses. The light-rail system would be
more reliable and cheaper to operate than using buses. Using other
alternatives such widening roads are never going to relieve the
congestion in the area. It is short-term fix and will only make the
problems worse.



 - RECORD #3286 DETAIL
First Name : Ben
Last Name : Wilson
Business Name :
Address : 5133 King Charles Way
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Build it underground or not at all.  I'm starting to wonde rif O'Malley

wants a light rail just so he can say he put in a light rail.  The real
solution is an underground Metro that connect the 3 main staions of
Bethesda, Silver Spring and New Carrolton.

Build this and I leave Maryland.



 - RECORD #1669 DETAIL
First Name : Lisa
Last Name : Wilson
Business Name :
Address : 600 Woodside Pkwy
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : LISAGWILSON@GMAIL.COM]
Submission Content/Notes : WRITTEN COMMENTS ON PURPLE LINE AA/DEIS

SUBMITTED BY
LISA WILSON
600 Woodside Pkwy
Silver Spring, MD 20910

I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public's review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.

I have been a long-time supporter of a "Purple Line" which would
serve, as the name of this project implies, as an expansion of the
regional subway/rapid transit system.  Converting existing streets to
dedicated bus lanes does not reflect the initial concept of the Purple
Line and is not a plan I support.

I am opposed to any above ground route along Wayne Avenue and am
also
opposed to locating a station at Wayne and Dale.
I understand that MTA data suggests it is feasible to tunnel the
segment of the Purple Line that would run through downtown Silver
Spring and along Wayne Avenue from Cedar Street to Mansfield Road.
Tunneling through this residential area is THE ONLY design alternative
I support along the Wayne Avenue route.

I am in agreement with the detailed written comments submitted by
Seven Oaks – Evanswood Citizens Association on December 11, 2008.

Yours,
Lisa Wilson



 - RECORD #2796 DETAIL
First Name : Scott
Last Name : Wilson
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SWILSON@RRNRLC.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : Please do not allow construction of the proposed Purple Line above

ground along the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver
Spring.  The trail provides a marvelous opportunity for outdoor recreation
in an otherwise highly populated area and its tranquility should not be
ruined for a transit project that supposedly won’t even provide direct
connections to Metro’s Red Line.



 - RECORD #2263 DETAIL
First Name : William G.
Last Name : Wilson
Business Name :
Address : 6200 West Chester Park Drive
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : William_Wilson.pdf (1 mb)







 - RECORD #658 DETAIL
First Name : William
Last Name : Wilson
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : wwilson@umd.edu
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : testimony. william wilson.pdf (77 kb)







 - RECORD #2166 DETAIL
First Name : Lew
Last Name : Winarsky
Business Name :
Address : Woodside Parkway
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. L. Winarsky.pdf (956 kb)



 - RECORD #2179 DETAIL
First Name : Susan
Last Name : Winarsky
Business Name :
Address : Woodside Parkway
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. S. Winarsky.pdf (876 kb)





 - RECORD #2524 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Winer
Business Name :
Address : 5927 Onondaga Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : DAVIDWINER@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : January 9, 2009

MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

6 Paul Street, 9th Floor

Baltimore, MD 21202

Our state and county government is in a position to leave a wonderful
legacy for future citizens: completion of the Capital Crescent Trail
devoted to bicycle and foot traffic.  Should the trail be converted to other
uses, this unique non-motorized “inner beltway” will be an opportunity
lost forever.

Sure, a mass transit option along the trail costs less than other transit
alternatives, but is wrong.  Saving money should not be the
government’s primary motivation. We expect our government to plan
transportation considering all citizens, rather than those who benefit from
a cheap solution.

You are aware of the arguments for both sides in this controversy. I
won’t repeat them, except to ask you to dismiss the issue characterized
as NIMBY (not in my backyard)--this argument misses the true value of
the trail. Citizens from all around the region stand to benefit enormously
from this special asset.

I live several miles from the section of the trail at issue. I cycle on all
parts of the trail from Georgetown to Silver Spring. Its popularity is
growing rapidly and is destined to continue. I have observed groups of
tourists cycling on the trail who chose to vacation here from as far away
as Maine and Tennessee so they could enjoy the Washington trails
system!  Please think of  future generations. Recognize that this is a
wonderful attraction for our area. Don’t degrade its remarkable potential
with a co-existent rail line.



 - RECORD #1986 DETAIL
First Name : Winn Family
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : HDCWINN@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Planning Board members,

My family and I were appalled to learn that the beloved Capital Crescent
Trail may be closed for several years during the construction of the
Purple line.  Once it reopens (if it does), we were horrified to learn the
trail will no longer be lined with beautiful mature trees but rather feet
away from a busy transit line.

In an era when parents, particularly those in urban areas, are trying to
get our families active outdoors it is unbelievable that yet another option
is being eliminated in favor of the interests of development.  Our
continued failure to preserve what little remains of our area's green
space shames me.  Once we have lost this land it can never be
reclaimed.  That is why I am drafting this e-mail.

I can not imagine how desperately sad we will be if the lovely trail which
has provided us and our neighbors thousands of hours of pleasure and
exercise will be closed or altered beyond recognition.  It seems just
yesterday that we were so proud of its establishment as a wonderful
natural landmark.  Now instead of its continued expansion we may
witness its demise.  What an awful legacy to pass to our children.

I realize the words/thoughts of individual constituents may be inaudible
next to the attractive cash offerings of influential developers but I pray
that you will stop and consider the consequences of bulldozing/paving
this critical recreational gem.  There must be a better way of balancing
all of our priorities.

Thank you for your consideration.  Please, I beg you, do not destroy the
trail.



 - RECORD #1862 DETAIL
First Name : Mitzi
Last Name : Withrow
Business Name :
Address : 7102 14th ave
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly support building the Purple Line. Public transportation is key to

reducing negative environmental effects and making life better for area
residents. Bus lines are no substitute for rail transit and the minimal
disruption of some parkland and biking trails is far outweighed by the
benefits of the new transit line. Please build the Purple Line (below
ground, if possible) without delay.



 - RECORD #3229 DETAIL
First Name : Chuck
Last Name : Witmer
Business Name : SCALEhouse design
Address : 1505 Hanby Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : cwitmer@scalehousedesign.com
Submission Content/Notes : Michael Madden.

I am a local architect who has seen that transit line shelter contests have
been a great way to involve the local design community along with
increase the public interest both locally and nationally. I have numerous
examples of this type of outreach and would love to see the Purple Line
participate in this. Please contact me and I can introduce you to some
successful examples!
Chuck Witmer
cwitmer@scalehousedesign.com



 - RECORD #1000 DETAIL
First Name : Clara J
Last Name : Witt
Business Name :
Address : 9834 Darcy Forest Drive
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : CLARAWITT@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley

I appologize for the lateness of this message, but I am just returning
from overseas and only now see that the decision about the purple like
is due to be made shortly.

As a resident of Maryland for over thirty five years, I have learned to
cherish the natural beauty of this state.  Living in lower Montgomery
County, I have witnessed the understandable pressures of urbanization,
but have always appreciated the efforts the State and County have
made to keep my home county a place where residents can enjoy the
beauties of this state.  Living in Silver Spring, I use the Capital Crescent
Trail frequently.  I use it to bike to work downtown as it and the Tow Path
are the only bike routes available to me safe from cars.  (As I am sure
you know, the Rock Creek bike path, even though it is more direct, stops
at the DC line.  It is a safe route only in Montgomery County.  Riding on
the road is not safe in the District.)  I use the Crescent trail also for walks
with my dogs on the weekends.  Its safe from traffic for long walks.  I
enjoy this use of my county.

Because of this use, and because there are really no practical
alternatives for me, I would appreciate very much your NOT turning my
trail into a dangerous place.  Walking or riding my bike next to a METRO
line is not safe for me as an adult.  It is certainly not safe for all the
young children I see on the trail during the weekends.  Biking and
walking next to a rail line is not the quality of life I have come to expect in
Montgomery County.

As residents and for our visitors, we have East West Highway and the
METRO bus that we can take if we want to go from Silver Spring to
Bethesda.  It’s a quick ride.  The inconvenience of an extra 5 minutes
needed to take the bus does not outweigh the damage done to our
neighborhood by this development.  It does not outweigh the increased
threat to resident bikers and walkers on the trail.

Therefore, I ask you please to think about the quality of life we have
come to expect from Montgomery County and not support, vote for, or
permit the development of this unnecessary and threatening rail route. It
is not needed and it will damage our neighborhood.

I thank you in advance for your consideration and assistance.
Sincerely;
Clara J Witt
9834 Darcy Forest Dr



 - RECORD #756 DETAIL
First Name : Bryan
Last Name : Woerner
Business Name :
Address : 5811 Reading Ave
City : Alexandria
State : VA
Zip Code : 22311
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I no longer live in Montgomery County, but I saw the need and I still see

the need to build the Purple Line. There is no reason why it should take
over an hour to get from Gaithersburg to Wheaton by car when the
distance is less than 10 miles. It doesn't even take that long for me to get
from Alexandria to Tysons on even a bad day sometimes. Building the
Purple Line will ease traffic and save time, stress, and money in the long
run.



 - RECORD #1064 DETAIL
First Name : Trent
Last Name : Wojtacha, President
Business Name : Glen Manor Condominium
Address : 9734 Glen Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : trwojt@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am President of the Glen Manor Condominium Homeowners

Association in the Forest Glen Section of Silver Spring.



 - RECORD #1068 DETAIL
First Name : Trent
Last Name : Wojtacha
Business Name :
Address : 9734 Glen Avenue # 102
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : TRWOJT@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Trent Wojtacha.  I have resided at 9734 Glen Avenue in

Silver Spring, MD, since 1974.  I am strongly in favor of the Purple Line.
We are in desperate need of more public transportation.  I support the
utilization of the Georgetown Rail Spur as it makes perfect sense to use
it.  I am hoping that Light Rail will be used instead of Buses.  The Light
Rail should be designed with provisions for use during ice and snow as
the Light Rail in Baltimore has proved to be useless when there is very
cold weather with precipitation.  I am President of our condominium
homeowners association, Glen Manor Condominium, and our building is
located approximately four blocks from the Forest Glen Metro Station.

Thank you,
Trent Wojtacha
9734 Glen Avenue # 102
Silver Spring, MD 20910



 - RECORD #2654 DETAIL
First Name : Cathryn
Last Name : Wolf
Business Name :
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : WOLFCS@STARPOWER.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Deciders,

I urge you to construct the Purple Line AND to preserve the Capital
Crescent
Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring. There is absolutely no way
the
trail will remain viable under the light rail plan currently under
consideration. More than 10,000 hikers and bikers from all walks of life
and
from all around the region use the trail weekly. It is a precious
commodity;
an oasis of beauty and tranquillity for all too enjoy. Imagine the trail
without the thousands of mature trees and with trains or buses passing
by
every 3 minutes within 10' from hikers and bikers - not a pretty sight and
effectively the ruination of a valuable natural resource.

We need enhanced transportation but we also need to preserve
greenspace.
With your combined wisdom and judgment I feel confident you can come
up with
a plan which respects the environment and takes into consideration the
relocation of thousands of employees to the National Naval Medical
Hospital
site. Yes, you can!

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.



 - RECORD #1922 DETAIL
First Name : Matthew
Last Name : Wolf
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MATTHEW_WOLF28@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

County Executive Leggett,

Chairman Hanson,

Council President Andrews,

I grew up in Montgomery County, and I now reside in California.

I often visit family and many friends in Maryland.  Each time I visit, we
enjoy walks on the Capital Crescent Trail.

The Trail is an important part of the community.  Open, quiet space is at
such a premium today --- the trail provides this while linking various
communities.  All of this greatly contributes to quality of life for residents
of Montgomery County.

Please place transit elsewhere and preserve the Capital Crescent Trail
as a critical community resource.

Sincerely,



 - RECORD #2808 DETAIL
First Name : Mier
Last Name : Wolf
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : mierwolf@starpower.net
Submission Content/Notes : The Purple Line alignment next to the Capital Crescent Trail will

desecrate a linear park between Bethesda and Silver Spring now
experiencing 500,000 uses per year.  In a time of quest for green and
open space this project would have the opposite effect of limiting those
urban amenities and necessities for hiker/biker users.  And to what
purpose?  Over a year ago MTA came before you to report that 11
transit stations between Bethesda and New Carollton would not have
enough ridership to justify the Purple Line alignment on the Capital
Crescent Trail route.  Instead of acknowledging that critical ridership
statistic and looking to Jones Bridge Road or outside the beltway(where
the project ever belonged for population and workplace reasons), MTA
proceeded to add 12 more stations to this woe begotten route.  They
would add stations until the numbers work thirty years from now.  That is
not urban planning. It's politically defining a project and then cramming it
down
in the public domain.  To continue to promote the Purple Line on the
Capital Crescent Trail is not in the public good. But it gets worse.  To
support a light rail on that alignment is rubbing salt into the wounds of
trail users.  The wires above light rail will block the possible effective
replanting of tall trees.  Furthermore, it is a joke to think that the light rail
would successfully be built through the tunnel in Bethesda.

     To suggest spending $1.2 billion for a project that might become a
white elephant is unconscionable at any time, but more so during the
hardship of a recession we're now experiencing.  If Park and Planning
thought its way through the economics of the situation--and how hard it
that to do--a rapid bus transit proposal on Jones Bridge Road would
serve BRAC, not be environmentally disastrous and even at $600 million
leave room for a Corridor Cities Project up county to be approved.

     Although Royce Hanson has heroically returned to lead Park and
Planning, it seems that the staff is still not providing the public with what
it is supposed to do.  Staff should be figuring out the environmental costs
of the Purple Line alignment on the Capital Crescent Trail as well as the
ridership and cost benefits of the other alternatives.  It seems once more
that Park and Planning staff regard their positions as the office of Park
and Rubber Stamping.  They do the will of the county council and state
at every turn when they are supposed to be providing you with objective
analyses on which you can rely.  That is why I urge the commissioners
to figure out for yourselves where the real public benefit lies on the
subject of the Purple Line.  It certainly does not lie in destroying the
Capital Crescent Trail for unconscionable costly and speculative
purposes.



 - RECORD #2461 DETAIL
First Name : Marc W.
Last Name : Wolfson
Business Name :
Address : 17205 Blossom View Drive
City : Olney
State : MD
Zip Code : 20832
Email Address : MARCWWOLFSON@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews, and Montgomery County Council
Members

I moved to Montgomery County in 1987 and have enjoyed using the
Capital Crescent Trail since it was opened to public use. I have run
many training miles, participated in races and even commuted  to my job
in Washington via this trail. The Capitol Crescent Trail is one of those
truly unique features that makes Montgomery County such a wonderful
place to live.
Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.
Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.
Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.
Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1938 DETAIL
First Name : Doris C.
Last Name : Wong
Business Name :
Address : 7710 Woodmont Avenue, #504
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : DCRJW88@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,



 - RECORD #3271 DETAIL
First Name : Bruce
Last Name : Wood
Business Name :
Address :
City : Wheaton
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : brucesar@toast.net
Submission Content/Notes : Mr. Madden,

I urge the approval of the environmental impact statement on the Purple
Line as it regards the use of light rail for that service.  This will be

a stimulating, important means of transporting workers and employers
between the eastern and western parts of the region.

Bruce Wood
Wheaton, MD
301-929-2580



 - RECORD #1094 DETAIL
First Name : Hannah
Last Name : Wood
Business Name :
Address : 5100 Connecticut Avenue, NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20008
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. Even with expedited

buses, the routes will not be as fast as light rail. Please consider
sustainable transportation.

Attachments : Pope_Margaret Comment Cards.pdf (68 kb)





 - RECORD #1773 DETAIL
First Name : Kent
Last Name : Wood
Business Name :
Address : 4703 Morgan Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : KENTSWOOD@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,  MTA Planning Director Ratcliff , County
Executive Ike Leggett, Councilman Roger Berliner, Chairman Hanson,
County Council President Andrews, Senator Brian Frosh,

I am writing you to urge you to rethink the Purple Line option that would
put buses or light rail on the Capital Crescent Trail.   As a 30 plus year
citizen of Montgomery County, I am asking you to live up to your
obligation as an elected decision maker and find an alternative that
doesn't make me choose between  keeping the Trail and having
excellent mass transportation.  Surely you have the means and
intelligence to do this.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane.
It would be an environmental and recreational disaster.  Taking out
these trees will degrade our air, increase noise levels and temperature,
destroy habitat for birds and animals and increase run-off into the Bay.
How is it possible that you cannot accurately assess these negative
effects and use your positions of leadership to protect citizens from
them?

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else. Instead of being a
model for healthy urban living,  Bethesda risks becoming known as the
city that threw away a priceless natural resource and spoiled itself for
future generations.

My community is not elitist, is not trying to keep Silver Spring residents
from coming here, as has been recently alleged in the press.   We have
mass transit, we want more, but not at the expense of the Capital
Crescent Trail.   There are alternatives to this Purple Line option that are
less costly to build and use and will take more cars off the roads than the
one that proposes building on the Capital Crescent Trail.   You know
what those alternatives are as well as I do.

Just one more thing.  I am a voter with a long, long memory.  I am
watching this issue like no other before us at the local level.  Politicians
who act on the wrong side will not get my support, whether at the
present level or whether they climb to run for some higher office.  If you
are on the wrong side of this one I will never, never forgive it.



 - RECORD #1777 DETAIL
First Name : Lizzie
Last Name : Wood
Business Name :
Address : 4703 Morgan Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : EWOODUCSC@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I grew up in Chevy Chase and learned how to ride my bike on the
Capitol Crescent Trail. In a busy city with little green space or quiet
natural areas, this trail serves as a vital escape for many to both
exercise and relax. Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of
all ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail
between Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly,
parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children,
casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and
daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Everyone in the area knows that we need a connector between the ends
of the Red Line, but this proposal is not the answer. In solving this
problem of making transportation between Bethesda, Silver Spring,
College Park and other places more practical, please solve it the best
way possible. Please look for a better solution that does require such a
large sacrifice on the part of all who live here. Protect our trail!
Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1770 DETAIL
First Name : Sebastian
Last Name : Wood
Business Name :
Address : 4703 Morgan Drive
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SWOOD@STUDENTS.COLGATE.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I'm writing this letter in an effort to help stop the purple line from being
built.  In an effort to make sure that at least part of this letter is read, I'll
keep it short.

People enjoy using the Crescent Trail in order to get away from the city.
It's a place to go to enjoy nature and solitude, where you can go for a jog
or a ride on your bicycle or just a pleasant stroll away from the
commotion of the city.  If you put a train there, you're ruining it.  I think
that's pretty obvious.

A major part of Bethesda's appeal is that it provides all of the benefits of
living in a larger city but also that it does so without becoming too urban.
Lately, it seems like all of the development going on in Bethesda is an
attempt to make it more like a miniature metropolis, which is okay.  But
Bethesda is never going to be 5th Avenue, so it needs to remain distinct.
In that way, the Crescent Trail is more important than you might think.

Bethesda is going to continue to grow, and become more developed as
time goes on.  But it won't grow in the right way if you turn it into some
sterile miniaturized clone of a large city.  People came to this area in the
first place because they didn't want to live in filthy urban environments.

If you put a train right next to one of the last vestiges of nature that
Bethesda has, you're showing that you have no understanding of what
makes this city great, and you're showing that you have no class.



 - RECORD #574 DETAIL
First Name : Amy
Last Name : Wooden
Business Name :
Address :
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : AMY@THEWOODENPOST.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Councilmembers,

I strongly favor having an underground subway outside the beltway.  I
believe mass transit is much superior to individual automobiles.
Destruction of our environment and way of life, however, is morally
and ethically wrong.  Bethesda has worked hard over the years to try
to make the area more livable and to encourage its residents to lead
a healthier lifestyle. Converting the old railroad tracks to the
Capital Crescent Trail was an absolutely brilliant move toward
achieving this end.  When this happened, it got me out of my car and
onto the trail.  I now use the Capital Crescent Trail fairly
frequently to commute into downtown Bethesda (I live on the very
edge) for both work and shopping, and I love being able to ride my
bike through most of Bethesda while staying surrounded by nature.

The environment is heavily beleaguered already in Bethesda, with
developers trying to convince us that gardens built in flower pots on
the second floor of a building provides adequate green space for all
the residents and visitors to Bethesda.  IT DOESN'T!  There is no
lack of scientific evidence for the need for open ground and lots of
trees and other bits of nature where we live.  Stormwater runoff is a
huge problem in Bethesda.  Given the current Council's attitude
toward developers, you'll have the entire lower county paved over
before your terms expire.

As a long-time resident of Bethesda, I find your poor management of
our natural resources shocking!  We need greenspace in Bethesda, and
removing the woods along the Capital Crescent trail to build a light-
rail through the heart of Bethesda will ruin the trail, reduce the
amount of greenspace in Bethesda and the lower county by a huge
percentage, and further deteriorate the already heavily beleaguered
quality of life.

I recognize that building a subway costs more than light-rail; to my
way of thinking, however, the expense is fully justified, as it
enables us to keep what's on the surface (for the most part).  In
this case, what's on the surface is irreplaceable!

Please don't further the deterioration of Bethesda.

Thank you for taking this into consideration, as you make your
decision on the Purple Line,

Amy Wooden
Bethesda Resident



 - RECORD #582 DETAIL
First Name : Ralph
Last Name : Wooden
Business Name :
Address : 5001 River Road
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : RALPH@THEWOODENPOST.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Gentlemen and Ladies,

I remember as a youth walking along the railroad track that passed
through wooded and industrial areas of Bethesda, serving Metro Oil
Company, BETCo, and Maloney Concrete, running right through the
heart of Bethesda, under Wisconsin Avenue and out to T.W. Perry and
on to Silver Spring.  Even when it was just a railroad track, it was a place
for "hikers" (though bikers would have been in for a bumpy ride).

Several years ago, the tracks were removed, a bridge was built, and
asphalt was laid down to make it easier for bikes to navigate. Now
people think it's a park.  It's still a railroad right-of-way, and if there's a
way to build the Purple Line while keeping the trail available, I'm all for it.

I reject the argument that the light rail will lower property values.  Those
houses were built along a railroad, and new owners bought homes along
a railroad right-of-way.  I'm sure there was a bump in home values when
the tracks were taken out; now they can return to where they were
before.  (Besides, when did proximity to Metro hurt home values?)

One of my favorite lines from the petitions and sample letters is how
trains will go by in both directions every three minutes.  Have those
people ever ridden the subway?  Every three minutes!  I wish!

Of course, the environment should be protected, and if there are
beautiful old trees, they should be cherished.  Developers or "Planners"
should not go in willy-nilly with chainsaws and bulldozers, as they so
often do.  That has happened too much in lower Montgomery County
(and continues to happen in Chevy Chase and Friendship Heights).
Don't say we can't have it all—we must have it all!

Sincerely yours,

Ralph Wooden
5001 River Road
Bethesda, MD 20816



 - RECORD #730 DETAIL
First Name : Marjorie
Last Name : Woodman
Business Name :
Address : 4242 East West Highway
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : MWOODMANP@VERIZON.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O’Malley,  MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,  County
Executive Leggett,     Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews:

I am writing to you as a frequent user of the Capital Crescent Trail.  I use
the trail very often as recreation.  I walk with friends almost every day
and I have seen people of all ages using the trail,  seniors from the
neighborhood, school running teams using the trail to train, families with
children, group of bicyclists, runners, etc.  I would hate to see the trail
and trees destroyed and have trains running there every three minutes
instead of the peacefull path.

Up until 1985, a coal-bearing freight train ran a few times a week, at
about 15 mph --  on a single track -- along a narrow berm, buffered by
forest.   That  tree-lined berm  is now the Capital Crescent Trail.  In
1988, when the County purchased the Georgetown Branch right of way,
and in the 1990's, when future transit use was written into the master
plan, the purple Line was conceived as a single track "trolley" between
Bethesda and Silver Spring because the corridor was so narrow.
However, since that time, plans for the Purple Line have evolved into
shoehorning into this narrow corridor, a double tracked transit system,
with trains passing in both directions every three minutes  -- without
concern for hundreds of nearby homes, condominiums, and apartments
and without concern for the preservation of the Capital Crescent Trail as
we know it.

I urge you to protect our irreplaceable trees and greenspaces for
generations to come, and to put transit on roads -- such as Jones Bridge
Road,  East-West Highway, the Beltway --  or tunneled underground.
Why would we destroy our irreplaceable greenspaces when we have
other options?

Bus Rapid Transit could run from Silver Spring to Bethesda on Jones
Bridge Road via a stop at Bethesda Medical Center, and relieve traffic
congestion created by BRAC (relocation of Walter Reed) and NIH.  This
plan is half the cost of light rail, has lower operating costs, allows for
funding other transit needs in the County,  preserves most of the Trees
and the natural Trail, and would complete the Capital Crescent Trail all
the way into Silver Spring.

In the meantime, the State should study long-term solutions such as
connecting the two legs of the Red Line with a Metro (not light rail),
along the Beltway or underground to improve our existing Metro system.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Marjorie Woodman
4242 East-West Hwy #914
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #555 DETAIL
First Name : Lisa
Last Name : Woods
Business Name :
Address : 5019 Newport Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : LWOODS98@YAHOO.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor Martin O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff

         County Executive Isiah Leggett,

         Chairman Royce Hanson,

         Council President Phil Andrews,

 I am a Trail user. On most weekends, I walk with my two small children
along the trail for exercise and to teach my children about nature.

More than 10,000 hikers and bikers use the Capital Crescent Trail
between Bethesda and Silver Spring every week.  By the year 2030 (the
year for which MTA's Purple Line Ridership estimates are projected), all
of our Trails will be dangerously overcrowded.

Currently, Trail users of all ages walk and bike on the Trail.  It will not be
safe to have high speed bikers, dog walkers, families with small children,
and the elderly, strolling and biking, passing in two directions, within a
10' wide sidewalk, about 10' from trains passing by every three minutes.

I urge you to build the Purple Line somewhere other than along the
Capital Crescent Trail.

All of the beautiful trees that currently shade the Trail would be
bulldozed -- to level the narrow berm that the Trail runs on now -- in
order to squeeze in the two sets of tracks for a Purple Line.

I, along with thousands of other Trail users, would be distressed to see
this natural Trail degraded and the surrounding mature forest destroyed
for a Purple Line.

I urge you to seek transit solutions that preserve our quality of life and
protect our valuable environmental resources – including our mature
trees and natural trails – by putting the Purple Line either underground
or in another location.

Thank you for your consideration.



Sincerely,

Lisa Woods
5019 Newport Ave
Bethesda, MD 20816



 - RECORD #1009 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Woodward
Business Name :
Address : 1045 31st ST NW, Wadsworth House
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20007
Email Address : JEW5702@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sir or Madam,

Please take this into consideration for your children and generations to
come?

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

James Woodward

1045 31st ST NW, Wadsworth House # 506

Washington, DC 20007



 - RECORD #1537 DETAIL
First Name : Jesse
Last Name : Woody
Business Name :
Address : 884 Chinquapin Crest Dr
City : Harwood
State : MD
Zip Code : 20776
Email Address : JESSELWOODY@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Jesse Woody
884 Chinquapin Crest Dr
Harwood, MD 20776



 - RECORD #783 DETAIL
First Name : Anita
Last Name : Workman
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ANITA.WORKMAN@NOAA.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : Now is our chance to shape our future positively!  I enthusiastically

support the purpleline as a light rail only for several reasons.  It is
a great step to reduce our dependence on foreign oil.  It will take many
cars off our beltway, and contribute to cleaner air to breathe.  Light
rails are fast and quiet.  We have tons of buslines, we don't need
another one.  Besides, people who would most benefit from the light rail
probably wouldn't even think of taking a bus, unfortunately.   Let's
make our best future happen now!
Thank you!
Anita Workman



 - RECORD #944 DETAIL
First Name : Anita
Last Name : Workman
Business Name :
Address : 2104 Luzerne Ave.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Anita Workman. I live in Woodside and work at the NOAA

Building in Silver Spring. I whole heartedly support the Purple Line as a
Light Rail - not a bus. We have enough busses and I believe that most
people who would benefit from the Purple Line would not be interested
in taking another bus. I understand the construction would be annoying
at times. But the benefit for everyone outweighs my selfish reservation. I
am excited about getting our beltway less crowded, and our air less
polluted. Now is our chance to make a positive difference - let's do it!

I support building the Purple Line as light rail. I live in woodside and I
enthusiasticaly support the Purple Line as a Light Rail.

Thank you,

Anita Workman
Attachments : Anita_Workman.pdf (29 kb)





 - RECORD #1954 DETAIL
First Name : Aileen
Last Name : Worthington
Business Name :
Address : 6436 - 31st Street NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20015
Email Address : AWORTHINGTON@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : When so many communities across the country are celebrating and

enhancing their trails, please do not condone the destruction of our
treasured trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.  It’s not just a little
strip of green; it’s a heavily used link in our regional trail system.  As the
area grows and is developed, these trails will become even more
valuable resources.

I am a huge supporter of public transit and realize that when there are
no alternatives a trail can be added along rail in an urban area.  That’s
not what would happen here.  In the case of the Capital Crescent –
Metropolitan Branch we would be going out of our way to destroy the
trail.

Please let’s think long term.  What the area really needs is an East –
West link of the Metro system connecting the ends of the Red Line and
then going farther out in various directions.   As a daily Metro rider for
almost 20 years, I feel strongly that this is by far the best option.  In the
short term we could have Bus Rapid Transit which would serve the
expanding Bethesda Naval/Walter Reed complex and the National
Institutes of Health.

Do Purple Line planners ever use public transportation?  Traveling on
one mode (Metro) saves time.  I am convinced that “light” rail along the
Capital Crescent would help some people but not be an effective
East/West transportation solution for the years ahead.

At a recent meeting at the 4H Center Councilmember Berliner was
asked if he ever used the Capital Crescent Trail.  He replied that he had
walked it but frequently enjoys the C & O Canal Towpath near his home.
Aren’t we all thankful that activists prevented the building of a highway in
that area?

Thank you very much for your thoughtful consideration of my concerns.



 - RECORD #3257 DETAIL
First Name : Will
Last Name : Wrigley
Business Name :
Address : 9905 Forest Grove Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : packsfan18@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Help college students, people who can't afford cars or the gas they

guzzle, to get around the suburbs easily, to see friends, to go to work,
and to hang out.



 - RECORD #664 DETAIL
First Name : Bob
Last Name : Wulff
Business Name : B.F. Saul and Saul Centers
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : TakomaLangleyTestimonyNotes.pdf (9 kb)



To:  Maryland Transportation Authority  

From: B. F. Saul Company and Saul Centers Inc. 

Date: November 22, 2008 

Re: Testimony In Support Of The Purple Line

My name is Bob Wulff.  I am Senior Vice President for the B.F. Saul Company and Saul 
Centers, Inc.  We are the owners of the Hampshire Langley Shopping Center at the 
intersection of University Blvd. and New Hampshire Avenue. Our 131,700 SF shopping 
center sits on a 10 acre site that lies directly across the street from one of the major stops 
of the proposed Purple Line.  

1. BF Saul Company is a proponent of transit oriented development (TOD) and its 
role in smart growth. For this reason we support the Purple Line. Of the six 
options presented, we are in favor of the medium investment light rail option.  

2. Light rail is clearly superior to busing; and we recommend that, wherever 
possible, Purple Line rail be located at grade in dedicated lanes within the median 
of exiting roadways.

3. We further recommend that the MTA enhance the Purple Line with all available 
mass transit technological advances. An example is “peek signal pre-emption” 
which allows for continuous flow of the rail cars between stops at peak travel 
times. In conjunction, the MTA could use camera technology in an effort to keep 
automobiles from “blocking the box”. Other municipalities, such as Philadelphia 
and New York, have employed this technology successfully. 

4. Saul Centers is excited by the prospects of a Purple Line Station in the median of 
University Blvd east of New Hampshire Avenue.  We view the close proximity of 
this Purple Line Station as beneficial to current and future success of our 
Hampshire Langley Shopping Center. 

5. We recognize that the Saul Company may be asked to provide right-of-way for 
Purple Line tracks or stations.  We will willingly grant this right-of-way, but only 
if, in return, we are provided with sufficient development density and building 
heights by local government to incentive the redevelopment of our successful 
shopping center into an even more successful vertical mixed-use community 
where residents can live, work, shop and play.  In short, to realize the great 
potential of TOD in the Takoma-Langley Crossroads area, new land uses must be 
entitled. 

6. The Purple Line is more than mass transit.  It’s stations will provide many TOD 
opportunities throughout Montgomery and Prince George’s Counties – each 
Station an opportunity to promote smart growth; dense, pedestrian friendly, 
mixed-use development where a care is an after thought.  To realize this TOD 
potential both counties and Takoma Park must be prepared to rethink current 
zoning restrictions on land development to include density, height, use and set 
backs. 



7.  We understand that it is not the role of the MTA to develop land use plans and 
make zoning decisions but we feel that the Purple Line and the future of the 
Takoma Langley Crossroads are so intertwined that they must be a cohesive 
vision. We urge MTA to work closely with MNCPPC and the City of Takoma 
Park to develop a unified plan that will help this area to achieve its full TOD 
potential. 

8. Finally, we would like to emphasize that we are pleased with the progress being 
made on both the Purple Line Plan and the Takoma/Langley Crossroads Sector 
Plan. We see both as positive steps for the future of this area and it’s citizens.  B. 
F. Saul Company and Saul Centers, look forward to working closely with MTA in 
making the Purple Line a reality.   



 - RECORD #1252 DETAIL
First Name : Bob
Last Name : Wulff
Business Name : BF Saul Company
Address : 7501 Wisconsin Avenue-Suite 1500
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Bob Wulff, B-O-B, W-U-L- F-F. I am here representing the BF Saul
company and Saul Centers, Inc. We are headquartered in Bethesda.

We are major land owners in this region. Among our properties are over
50 grocery anchored shopping centers, several of which are around or
near the purple line and will be impacted by this important project.

I first want to second everything that Neel Teague said as I will be here
specifically today talking about a center that is in the CDA that Neel was
representing. That is our Hampshire/Langley shopping center at the
intersection of University Boulevard and New Hampshire Avenue and
Takoma Park. It really is part of the Takoma/Langley Crossroads
neighborhood.

It is a 131,000 square foot shopping center and it sits on 10 acres
directly across the street from one of the major stops of the proposed
purple line.

The BF Saul company is a proponent of transit oriented development
and its role in smart growth. For this reason, we support the purple line.

Of six options, we are in favor of the medium investment light rail option.
Light rail is clearly superior to busing and we recommend that wherever
possible, purple line rail be located at grade in dedicated lanes within the
median of existing roadways.

Saul Centers are excited by the prospects of a purple line station in the
median of University Boulevard. We view the close proximity of this
purple line station as beneficial to current and future success of our
Hampshire/Langley shopping center.

We recognize that the Saul Company may be asked to provide right-of-
way for purple line tracks or stations. We will willingly grant this right-of-
way, but only if in return we are provided with sufficient development
density and building heights by local
government to incentivize the redevelopment of our successful shopping
center into an even more successful vertical mixed use community
where residents can live, work, play and shop.

In short, to realize the great potential of TOD in the Takoma Langley
Crossroads area, new land uses must be entitled.

The purple line is more than mass transit. Its stations will provide many
TOD opportunities throughout Montgomery and Prince George's County.

Each station is an opportunity to promote smart growth. Dense,
pedestrian friendly mixed use development where cars are an
afterthought. To realize this TOD potential, both counties and Takoma
Park must be prepared to rethink current zoning restrictions on land
development.

We understand that this is not the role of the MTA. But we urge you to
work with the two counties and all jurisdictions to create a unified vision.
Only in this way can TOD be implemented in the Montgomery and PG
Counties. Thank you.



 - RECORD #2324 DETAIL
First Name : Robert
Last Name : Wulff
Business Name : B.F. Saul Company
Address : 7501 Wisconsin Ave, Suite 1500
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Wulff_Robert.pdf (164 kb)







 - RECORD #2183 DETAIL
First Name : Julie Greenberg and
Last Name : George Wyeth
Business Name :
Address : 4717 Flaston Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Letter. J. Greenberg. G. Wyeth.pdf (1 mb)





 - RECORD #3312 DETAIL
First Name : sherry
Last Name : wynn
Business Name : Wynn and Partners
Address : 10911 water port court
City : mitchellville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20721
Email Address : lynetteplace@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : In would like to receive newsletter



 - RECORD #3235 DETAIL
First Name : Suzan
Last Name : Wynne
Business Name :
Address : 10833 Littleford Lane
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Wynne_Suzan.pdf (74 kb)





 - RECORD #1808 DETAIL
First Name : Victor
Last Name : Yakovenko
Business Name :
Address : 4804 Guilford Road
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly support construction of Purple Line as rail.



 - RECORD #3165 DETAIL
First Name : Victor
Last Name : Yakovenko
Business Name :
Address : 4804 Guilford Road
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address : yakovenko61@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Yakovenko 35735.pdf (106 kb)







 - RECORD #994 DETAIL
First Name :
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : HONG.YANG@FDA.HHS.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : FDA has started moving it’s main campus to white oak. Many FDA

employees need to spend much more time for their daily commute to the
work in the new campus.  FDA lost a lot of employees because of
inconvenience of commuting.  Purple line will be very helpful.

Hong Yang
Office of Biostatistics and Epidemiology,
Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research
US Food and Drug Administration
Phone:(301)827-6025
Fax:(301)827-3529



 - RECORD #3186 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Yasmer
Business Name :
Address : 3211B Ivy Wood Lane
City : Laurel
State : MD
Zip Code : 20724
Email Address : jfy023@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Yasmer 35840.pdf (105 kb)







 - RECORD #2642 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Yassin, M.D.
Business Name :
Address : 12301 Piney Meetinghouse Rd.
City : Potomac
State : MD
Zip Code : 22205
Email Address : JYASSINMD@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.



 - RECORD #2011 DETAIL
First Name : Ian
Last Name : Yeomans
Business Name :
Address : 7216 Delfield Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815-4046
Email Address : IANYNOT@EARTHLINK.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

          MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

          County Executive Leggett,

          Chairman Hanson,

          Council President Andrews,

I use the trail regularly to cycle and to walk between Chevy Chase,
east of Connecticut Avenue, to Bethesda, where I eat out, do yoga,
and meet friends, and to River Road, where I shop, and to Georgetown
to meet friends.

I am bothered that we are telling underdeveloped and developing
countries to preserve their forests, so that we can all breathe, but
that we could even consider chopping a pleasant linear forest, when
alternatives are available.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly,
parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small
children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes
in training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around
the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the
Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the
Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass
about 10’ from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be
neither safe nor attractive for Trail users to be passing each other
on a narrow bike lane -- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be
an environmental and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central
Park” -- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy
this natural resource, regardless of the growth and development that
takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1811 DETAIL
First Name : Niki
Last Name : Yianilos
Business Name :
Address : 4800 DeRussey Pkwy
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : nikiyian@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

As a resident of Chevy Chase West, I, along with many of my neighbors
and friends, spend a lot of time walking and biking on the Capital
Crescent Trail. It has become an important part of what I love about
living in this community.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2806 DETAIL
First Name : Thomas M. and Lynne A.
Last Name : Yockey
Business Name :
Address : 6401 Broad Street
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : TYOCKEY@BROADSTREETLLC.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

         Council Members,

We and our children are frequent users of the Capital Crescent Trail,
where we often run, bike, stroll and walk our dog.  It is truly one of the
most beautiful and unique urban parks in America, and it is an
irreplaceable resource that should not be destroyed by locating the
Purple Line in its right-of way.

And we are not alone.  Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers
-- of all ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent
Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the
elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small
children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in
training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the
region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

PLEASE use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2117 DETAIL
First Name : Peggy Re and
Last Name : James Yonkos
Business Name :
Address : 801 Silver Spring Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : jyonkos@boggspartners.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Yonkos_James.pdf (48 kb)



January 8, 2009 

Montgomery County Executive, Council,  and MTA- 

As owners of a home located at 801 Silver Spring Avenue in the East Silver Spring area of 
Montgomery County we are very concerned about the proposed Purple Line alignment 
alternatives that will tunnel under portions Silver Spring and Thayer Avenues. We are not 
opposed to the Purple Line in general and we understand that the transit route must get from 
downtown Silver Spring to Piney Branch Road via our East Silver Spring neighborhood.  

But we have to stress that in addition to the concerns stated in a letter from the East Silver 
Spring Citizen’s Association to the Montgomery County Executive dated December 30, 2008 
(attached), we have particular concern about two of the least analyzed “design option” that will 
route a transit tunnel directly beneath our home. The location of the tunnel in these “design 
options” increases our concern about the lack of analysis of the impacts of noise and vibration 
on neighborhoods in general and on homes directly above the alignment in particular. In 
addition to routing the transit tunnel under several homes on our block, the tunnel turns sharply 
directly beneath our property. There appears to be no analysis of the special conditions that 
may occur at such a location. It seems reasonable to ask if there be additional noise, vibration, 
access requirements, potential breakdowns, etc. at a sharp curve in the transit tunnel. 

The analysis also does not adequately detail how initial construction and routine maintenance 
(not to mention dealing with a catastrophic event) will be addressed solely from underground 
access. By locating the tunnel off of the existing street grid and under homes, access to the 
tunnel from the surface will be permanently precluded. This decision could be very problematic 
in the future. 

Another troubling aspect of SS/Thayer alignment is that the tunnel will exit onto a very narrow 
portion of Thayer Avenue directly behind East Silver Spring Elementary School. The analysis 
does not adequately detail how this would work. Further study and examples of built transit 
tunnels exiting steep grades changes directly adjacent to elementary school playgrounds will be 
required to assuage parents’ concerns that access to the school and continued use of the 
playground will be safe and feasible. The SS/Thayer alignment appears to have been 
developed with little or no coordination with Montgomery County public Schools. MCPS plans to 
expand this school. The site is already very impacted and it seems dubious that all of the 
proposed improvements will fit onto such a tight site. 

Should one of the SS/Thayer tunnel alignment design options be chosen, owners of the effected 
homes will require compensation for granting the right to allow construction below their 
properties. They will also require assurances that reparations for future potential damages will 
be available (some form of bonding?). None of this is adequately addressed in the analysis so 
far provided. 



We commend the studies that MTA has done for the multiple Purple Line alignments to date. 
But based on the lack of analysis of the SS/Thayer tunnel “design options” and the unique 
hardships (this appears to be the only alignment that places a transit tunnel directly below 
inhabited homes) that it will impose on us and our neighbors on Silver Spring and Thayer 
Avenues we have to strongly urge you to not consider this alignment. 

Sincerely,

Peggy Re & James Yonkos 

801 Silver Spring Avenue 

Attachment: ESCA letter dated 12/30/08 



December 30, 2008 

MCP�Chairman@mncppc�mc.org��

RE:  Testimony - Staff Recommendations for the Purple Line 

We are troubled that the Planning Staff recommendations require a detailed analysis of the 
community impacts of only one of the two routes suggested for further study and not the other.   
We request that this disparity be rectified and that the Planning Board require the Maryland 
Transit Administration (MTA) to provide equitable analyses for both options. 

The staff has recommended the surface route on Wayne Avenue as their preferred option and 
listed very specific community impacts that MTA will be required to analyze and mitigate. 
However, the staff is only requiring a generic “study” of a hybrid option that includes an 
extended tunnel under Wayne Avenue. The recommendations imply that MTA is only required 
to provide cost estimates for the tunnel option and no other impacts will be reviewed. 

Since the AA/DEIS dismissed the tunnel option under Wayne Avenue as too expensive, it 
provided no analyses of the tunnel’s community impacts. The tunnel option under Wayne 
Avenue involves tunneling under several other streets and has the potential for major impacts 
on the residents of East Silver Spring.  We have actively participated in MTA focus groups for 
several years and have only received limited verbal answers to our concerns about this option.  
Some of these responses seem to contradict FTA standards.  Therefore, it is imperative that 
MTA provide documentation of the impacts a tunnel would have on this community – both 
during construction and operation.  

We ask the Planning Board to add the following specifics to MTA’s required analyses for the 
tunnel route: 

NOISE AND VIBRATION: 

The tunnel under consideration begins under Georgia Avenue and continues under Silver 
Spring Avenue, Grove Street and Bonifant Street before it reaches Wayne Avenue.  This tunnel 
would run under numerous homes on very narrow streets with minimal, if any, setback from the 
street.  These homes are 50-85 years old and would be very sensitive to damage from 
vibrations and construction.  The Staff’s recommendation to study a tunnel is too broad and will 
result in an inadequate analysis of the impacts on these homes.   

For example, MTA engineers told us on several occasions that the tunnel would be 
approximately 25 feet under the homes.  However, FTA’s 2006 Transit Noise and Vibration 
Impact Assessment (“FTA 2006 Assessment”), pg. 7-8 states:  “Problems with ground-borne 
vibrations and noise are common when there is less than 50 feet between a subway structure 
and building foundations.” 

This study also reports that noise and vibration levels increase and are problematic depending 
on, not only the depth of tunnel, but the type of structure above the tunnel, type of track, type of 
wheel, etc.   



How deep a tunnel is MTA planning?  What types of structures, wheels, track, etc. are 
anticipated?  How will these choices impact/mitigate noise and vibration in these homes? 

VENTS/AIRSHAFTS/EMERGENCY EXITS: 

According to MTA, vents/airshafts and emergency exits would be located on public property – 
most likely in the intersections, e.g. Grove and Thayer/Bonifant.  This is a very densely 
populated neighborhood with very narrow streets. Therefore, noxious or hazardous fumes from 
these vents would linger and be more likely to permeate living quarters.  What types of fumes 
are anticipated?  What does MTA suggest to measure and mitigate this potential hazard? 

CONSTRUCTION/COMPENSATION: 

We have received only verbal assurances from MTA that they will not take any homes and that 
it will be safe for residents to remain in their homes during construction.  MTA needs to 
document this with specific details.  For example: 

How realistic is this, if only 10 % of the engineering study is complete?  What is the chance that 
unanticipated problems during construction will require the “taking” of homes? 

How are homeowners/residents protected, if there is damage/injury during construction?  Will 
the homes be bonded? 

What is the process for negotiating compensation for ground rights under affected properties? 

We recognize that at this late date in the process, it will be difficult to subject this route to the 
same public scrutiny as was available for the other routes.  However, it is essential to the 
credibility of this project that this route be given the same scrutiny as the surface route and 
equitable time for public input.   

We urge you to require more detailed analyses in your recommendations for MTA’s further 
study of this tunnel route to address these impacts and to allow for an adequate public comment 
period after these analyses have been completed.  

Sincerely,

East Silver Spring Citizen’s Association 

(ESSCA) Board of Directors 

Bob Colvin 

President 

cc:  County Council 

       MTA 



 - RECORD #3349 DETAIL
First Name : Amber
Last Name : Yost
Business Name :
Address : 14141 Parke Long Ct.
City : Chantilly
State : VA
Zip Code : 20151
Email Address : amberdahser@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : When will this project begin the building stage? Who is being considered

to oversee this project for the build?



 - RECORD #456 DETAIL
First Name : Bob
Last Name : Youker
Business Name :
Address : 5825 Rockmere Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : BOBYOUKER@WORLDNET.ATT.NET
Submission Content/Notes : There are two key problems with the purple line that have not been

looked at.
1. There has been NO solid market research on the need or demand or
potential ridership!  If you spend a day on East West Highway you will
see that in the morning the traffic is mostly East to West and in the
sfternoon West to East.  This means rail cars would be full one way and
half empty the other way both morning and night!  Bad for revenue.

2. There has been no solid financial analysis.
The article by Katherine Shaver on the Purple Line in the Saturday
October 18 Metro Section makes the same serious mistake other
articles on the Purple Line have made over the last few years.  The
problem is not the initial capital cost however large that would be, but the
yearly operating losses that will go on forever and in a few years add up
to more than the capital cost.   Bob   Youker
5825 Rockmere Drive  Bethesda Md.  301-320-5806



 - RECORD #2584 DETAIL
First Name : Amy
Last Name : Young
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : A.YOUNG@AFDB.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Madames and Sirs - my son and I use this trail all the time....I

walk home from the Metro on it, we bike and run on it on the weekends,
my son and his friends walk through it after school.  I cannot believe
that you would ruin one of the last safe, beautiful neighborhood places
to enjoy with friends and family.

Please do NOT put trains there and spoil one of the main reasons we
saved our money to buy a home in this area!

Thank you for your kind consideration of this matter.  Amy Young



 - RECORD #865 DETAIL
First Name : Dawne
Last Name : Young
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : CRACKOFDAWNE@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : We need the Purple light rail.  Long over due.  But I would rather it

intersect with Grosvenor than Bethesda.  Thank you.

Dawne



 - RECORD #541 DETAIL
First Name : Amy
Last Name : Young, Esq.
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : A.YOUNG@AFDB.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Madames and Sirs - my son and I use this trail all the time....I

walk home from the Metro on it, we bike and run on it on the weekends,
my son and his friends walk through it after school.  I cannot believe
that you would ruin one of the last safe, beautiful neighborhood places
to enjoy with friends and family.

Please do NOT put trains there and spoil one of the main reasons we
saved our money to buy a home in this area!

Thank you for your kind consideration of this matter.  Amy Young

Amy Young, Esq.
Advisor
Office of the Auditor General
Integrity and Anti-Corruption Division



 - RECORD #1500 DETAIL
First Name : Paul A. and Peggy L.
Last Name : Young
Business Name :
Address : 4801 Hampden Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : PAYOUNG@NOVARESEARCH.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

My wife and I use the Bethesda Trail between Bethesda and
Connecticut Avenue frequently for both walking and bike riding.  During
the week, at lunch time, since our office is close to the trail, we
frequently walk the trail for both exercise and relaxation. Putting a train
next to the trail would certainly destroy the relaxation of walking along
the tree-lined trail, listening to the birds, and just generally enjoying the
general quiet. On weekends, we frequently bike the trail on both our
single bikes and our tandem as part of our longer ride between
Bethesda and Georgetown. Again, while the trail is busy on weekends, it
still has a semblance of relaxation, which a train constantly going along
the trail would destroy. Finally, parking trains during the evenings and
weekends in the lot on Woodmont Ave. extended, would destroy much
of the pleasant scenery that now exists in Bethesda in this open, grassy
location.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Paul A. and Peggy L. Young
4801 Hampden Lane
Bethesda, Maryland 20814



 - RECORD #443 DETAIL
First Name : William
Last Name : Yu
Business Name :
Address : 5020 Niagara Rd
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : The purple line would be so useful in my commutes from College Park to

Shady Grove. To Shady Grove it basically cuts the number of stops I
have to wait at in half. This is great! I would definitely be more inclined to
use the metro if this line were available.



 - RECORD #1675 DETAIL
First Name : Kang
Last Name : Yue
Business Name :
Address : 715 Dartmouth Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : ZKANGYUE@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Diane Ratliff

Director of Planning
Maryland Transit Administration

I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public's review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.

I am in favor of a Purple Line, whether light rail or bus rapid transit,
through my community of Silver Spring if it is tunneled under downtown
Silver Spring and a half mile of Wayne Avenue from Cedar Street to
Mansfield Road through the adjacent neighborhood so as to avoid
significantly adverse impacts on traffic, the downtown, and the
community of a surface route that will otherwise likely be the slowest,
most inefficient, and traffic-jamming segment of the system.  There is
MTA data since the release of its Alternatives Analysis/Draft
Environmental Impact Statement suggesting that it is feasible to design
a system with tunneling for this segment as to be cost effective for
federal funding approval and to improve the ridership, travel time, and
user benefit hours – at a cost of approximately $1.4 billion, which is
considerably lower than the "high-investment" light rail alternative that
MTA has assessed and the $5.2 billion Dulles Silver Line Metro project
that the Federal Transit Administration recently approved for federal
funding.  Moreover, a tunnel will eliminate the many adverse impacts of
a surface route for this segment – impacts that testimonies and written
comments of others in the community have explained are not assessed
in the AA/DEIS, even those previously mentioned by MTA in meetings
with community representatives.  And it will make for a Purple Line that
enhances the entire line, downtown Silver Spring, and the nearby
community without increasing congestion and traffic.

Sincerely,

Kang Yue
715 Dartmouth Ave.
Silver Spring, MD  20910



 - RECORD #938 DETAIL
First Name : Marcey A.
Last Name : Zaborski
Business Name :
Address : 2210 Washington Ave.
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : MZABORSKI@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor and other distinguished members of government:

I have a dog and one of my greatest pleasures is walking.  My favorite
walk,
whether it be spring, summer, fall or winter is walking across East West
Highway and picking up the trail and heading up to Bethesda.   The walk
takes my dog and me off the sidewalks of the busy streets of East-West
Highway, Connecticut Avenue and allows us to have a safe and tranquil
walk.
If you run the purple line through, then this walk will turn into just an
everyday walk along the busy and noisy streets.

For those of us who are getting out of cars,  the Purple Line will thwart
those efforts.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Marcey A. Zaborski
2210 Washington Ave. Apt. 101
Silver Spring, MD   20910



 - RECORD #3070 DETAIL
First Name : Marcey A.
Last Name : Zaborski
Business Name :
Address : 2210 Washington Ave., Apt 101
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Zaborski 34910.pdf (86 kb)







 - RECORD #2550 DETAIL
First Name : T.
Last Name : Zahn
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : TPZAHN@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Save the Trail.



 - RECORD #71 DETAIL
First Name : Fred
Last Name : Zanoff
Business Name : Zanoff Investors, LLC
Address : 2413 Linden Land
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : zanoffinvestors@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes : As an owner of property on Brookville Rd in Silver Spring who do I talk to

to get clarification on whether my properties will potentially be affected? -
8921-35 and 8943-49 Brookville Rd.



 - RECORD #2492 DETAIL
First Name : Eleanor
Last Name : Zartman
Business Name :
Address : 5601 Pioneer Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : EZART@EROLS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I am unable to attend the Planning Board Hearing today but want to

express my concern about the proposed Purple Line. I live within
walking distance of the Crescent Trail and use it several times a
week for commuting purposes and also for recreation. Apparently it is
more important for developers to have the trail used for mass
transportation so they can develop more portions of Silver Spring/
Bethesda than to maintain the trail as it is. You will be destroying a
green space that is enjoyed by many thousands of Montgomery
residents. The idea of a train running anywhere near a trail where little
children ride their bikes is out of the question.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2430 DETAIL
First Name : Eugene R.
Last Name : Zartman, CPA
Business Name :
Address : 5601 Pioneer Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : GENE.ZARTMAN@TRANSWESTERN.NET
Submission Content/Notes : I implore you to vote AGAINST the proposed purple line alternative of a

light rail line next to the Capital Crescent Trail between Silver Spring and
Bethesda for the following reasons:

This proposal will ruin forever a beautiful, tranquil space and recreational
trail which is used by thousands of Montgomery County residents.

The cost of this proposal is excessive when compared to the alternative
of express bus service.

I urge you to SUPPORT the purple line alternative of express bus
service between Silver Spring and Bethesda.  I am certain that the
dollars saved by adopting the express bus alternative, whether they
come from Maryland taxpayers or Federal taxpayers, can be put to good
use in funding other deserving transportation needs.



 - RECORD #2860 DETAIL
First Name : Harold
Last Name : Zassenhaus
Business Name :
Address : 7803 Maple Ridge Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : zemg@erols.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every few weeks my wife and I take long walks along the trail. When
friends and family come to visit walking on the trail is a great way of
burning off energy and reminding us all how enjoyable it can be to live in
the Bethesda area. We need the green space.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #146 DETAIL
First Name : Frederick S
Last Name : Zbar
Business Name :
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : FZBAR@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA -

The Purple line is a LOUSY idea for several reasons:

1. It eliminates a hiking trail which I use frequently - Georgetown Branch
Trail

2. It will increase traffic on an already burdened road - Jones Bridge
Road & Woodmont Avenue

3. It will cost a bundle - money which the State of Maryland nor the
County has.  Doing it will continue to raise property taxes since no other
source is likely to be able to fund it during the disastrous financial
downturn likely to last several years.  Don't you brilliant folks know how
to REDUCE SPENDING???

4. This should not be a hidden methodology for keeping laborers
employed.

Sincerely,
Frederick S. Zbar
Chevy Chase, MD



 - RECORD #1062 DETAIL
First Name : Frederick S.
Last Name : Zbar
Business Name :
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : FZBAR@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : With all the information flowing about the Purple line I've read, I STILL

cannot accept a Purple Line for several reasons:

First, it will destroy the use of the Georgetown Trail which I have used
for 23 years & received great delight & exercise on.

Second, it is a project which will cost a great deal during times in which
Montgomery County needs to cut back significantly on it funding of Nice
To Have's.

Third, it will cause a devaluation of properties which are located very
close (less than 50 feet) from the proposed line.

Fourth, it will increase traffic in the County in local communities which
we seriously don't need.

You'll have no support from me for these reasons.  In fact, I will oppose
ANYONE who votes for this project, including Roger Berliner specifically.

Most sincerely,
Frederick S. Zbar
Chevy Chase, MD



 - RECORD #190 DETAIL
First Name : Jessica
Last Name : Zeielr
Business Name :
Address : 6523 First St NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20012
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : The folowing comments are for the purple line hearings:

Dear Sir or Madam,
I am a resident of the Washington DC takoma neighboorhood. I work in
Bathesda Maryland which means every day my commut is 45-50
minutes long and is 16 stops on the train. I would welcome the purple
line, which would be 15 minute long commute with prehaps only 4 stops.
I do not own a car and I use metro every day for work. I find the rapid
transit busses would not suit my needs becuase with traffic jams along
the bus route, there is almost no time saved.



 - RECORD #193 DETAIL
First Name : Jessica
Last Name : Zeile
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JZEILER@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sir or Madam,

I would like to add my voice for support of the purple line. I live in the
Takoma neigboorhood of Washington DC and commute to Bathesda MD
for my job. I don't own car and I use the metro every day. Currently my
commute is between 45-55 minutes long depending whether the trains
are backed up. I have to ride through 16 train stops to get to my location.

If the purple line was built my commute could be reduce to 10-15
minutes and I wouldn't have more than 3-4 stops. I have reserached
rapid transit buses as an alternative but because of traffic jams on the
route from bathesda to Takoma, they are rapid in name only. Ironically
adding more buses to the congested route will only serve to make the
buses slower and contribute to the congestion problems.

The Purple Line will not be cheap but in the long run I think it will be a
grat project and will create jobs for this area. Please consider the purple
line

Thank you,

Jessica Zeiler



 - RECORD #2702 DETAIL
First Name : Paul
Last Name : Zhu
Business Name :
Address : 3205 Flushing Meadow Ter.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : pzhu@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Green Space

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #453 DETAIL
First Name : Mark
Last Name : Zimmerman
Business Name :
Address : 9511 Gwyndale Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : ZHURNALY@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : The wealthy, influential people and country-club members who live and

play golf near the former Georgetown Branch railroad, now Georgetown
Branch Trail, of course are opposed to the light rail option for the Purple
Line --- but that option is for many reasons by far the best one, as
discussed in official analyses. Local residents should be compensated
fairly for the loss of value, if any, to their property.

My family lives in Silver Spring about a kilometer from the current
eastern end of the Georgetown Branch Trail. I walk and run along the
trail to Chevy Chase and Bethesda a few times every week. My family
drives or takes bus/metro to College Park daily (we have three students
at the University of Maryland) and to Bethesda (downtown shops and
events). A light rail Purple Line would significantly reduce the impact
(environmental and traffic congestion) of our travels. It would peacefully
coexist with my running route and would in fact result in significant
improvement to the current crushed bluestone Georgetown Branch
segment of the Capital Crescent Trail (which is paved beyond
Bethesda).

Please move forward vigorously to build the light rail Purple Line. Thank
you!

Best,
   Mark Zimmermann
   9511 Gwyndale Drive
   Silver Spring, MD  20910



 - RECORD #1103 DETAIL
First Name : Jessica
Last Name : Zipin
Business Name :
Address : 8905 Sudbury Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Zipin_Jessica Comment Cards.pdf (66 kb)





 - RECORD #339 DETAIL
First Name : Philip B.
Last Name : Zipin, Esq
Business Name : The Zipin Law Firm, LLC
Address : 8403 Colesville Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : pzipin@zipinlaw.com
Submission Content/Notes : Although I will not be able to attend the meeting on Saturday at

Montgomery College, I wanted to voice my support for construction of
the Purple Line here in my community in Silver Spring.  I believe that
light rail is exactly the kind of 21st century transportation that
Montgomery County and Maryland need to move us forward in a
thoughtful and far-reaching way.  I believe that funding -- which is
obviously tight for transportation and every other type of project -- could
be diverted from the ill-conceived ICC project, which can only result in
deforestation and disruption, without any real improvement in traffic flow
or the quality of lives for Marylanders.

Thank you for your time and consideration of my thoughts on this issue.
I hope and trust that what is best for the greatest number of Marylanders
will be the sentiment that prevails in this discussion and that we can
move ahead with this deserving and much-needed project.

-- Phil Zipin

Philip B. Zipin, Esq.

The Zipin Law Firm, LLC

8403 Colesville Road, Suite 610

Silver Spring, MD 20910

301-587-9373 (office)

301-213-5323 (cell)

301-587-9397 (fax)

www.zipinlaw.com



 - RECORD #2058 DETAIL
First Name : Elizabeth
Last Name : Zolotukhina
Business Name :
Address : 4242 East-West Highway, Apartment 401
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : ELIZABETHZ@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #211 DETAIL
First Name : Leonid
Last Name : Zubkovsky
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : leonidzubkovsky@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : To MTA and key official,

I very much want for the Purple line to be completed. The purple line
which is marked on the metro system diagram from the Bethesda station
all the way to the Orange line. It would be even better if you would
complete the purple line all the way to West Falls Church, which is the
closest metro station to my residence. This project is very important to
me especially since I do not own a car and my financial situation is not
that great. The project will also benefit motorists as there would be less
traffic jams which would contribute to a cleaner environment. Sincerely
yours,

Leonid



 - RECORD #3355 DETAIL
First Name : Kathleen
Last Name : Zubrzycki
Business Name : Federal Transit Administration
Address : 1760 Market Street
City : Philadelphia
State : PA
Zip Code : 19103
Email Address : kathleen.zubrzycki@dot.gov
Submission Content/Notes : Please add to mailing list.  Thanks.



 - RECORD #2678 DETAIL
First Name : Tony
Last Name : Zuccaro
Business Name :
Address : 4417 Whimsey Lane
City : Olney
State : MD
Zip Code : 20832-2833
Email Address : ZUCCARO@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

          MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
          County Executive Leggett,
          Chairman Hanson,
          Council President Andrews,

I use the Capital Crescent Trail all year round, and enjoy the
tranquil surroundings from my bicycle with friends and family.   Some
of my colleagues use the trail for commuting to work.  I am a Maryland
taxpayer, Maryland small business owner, and lifelong Maryland citizen
- I implore you to leave this trail as it exists today - a hiking,
biking, and jogging trail for active Marylanders and Washingtonians.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly,
parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small
children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in
training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the
region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the
Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the
Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass
about 10’ from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be
neither safe nor attractive for Trail users to be passing each other
on a narrow bike lane -- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be
an environmental and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central
Park” -- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy
this natural resource, regardless of the growth and development that
takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1953 DETAIL
First Name : Eric
Last Name : Zuckerman
Business Name :
Address : 6603 Glenbrook Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : ERIC_ZUCKERMAN72@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

As a regular user of the Capital Crescent Trail, I strongly oppose the
Purple Line.  The trail provides a scenic oasis within the chaos that has
become lower Montgomery County.  Whether it's for a run, a bike ride or
a casual stroll, I use the trail on a weekly basis and would be very upset
to see it bulldozed over.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2851 DETAIL
First Name : Juan Eduardo
Last Name : Zuluaga
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : juanz@iadb.org
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I use with my family the Capital Crescent Trail. The Trail is a natural
beauty and its conservation needs to be a priority. I understand the
importance of good public transportation but at the same time I
appreciated a lot this unique public space.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1578 DETAIL
First Name : Cecilia
Last Name : Zuniga
Business Name :
Address : 8506 Hawk Run Terrace
City : Montgomery Village
State : MD
Zip Code : 20886
Email Address : czuniga77@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : We need a light rail!



 - RECORD #3119 DETAIL
First Name : Cecilia
Last Name : Zuniga
Business Name :
Address : 8506 Hawk Run Terrace
City : Montgomery Village
State : MD
Zip Code : 20886
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Zuniga 35531.pdf (109 kb)







 - RECORD #2018 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Zweck
Business Name :
Address :
City : Columbia
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ZWECK@UMBC.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

      County Executive Leggett,Chairman Hanson, Council President
Andrews,

The Capital Crescent Trail is an essential part of a great treasure: the
22 mile loop trail from Bethesda to Rock Creek Park to Georgetown and
back
to Besthesda. My family bike this trail almost every weekend during the
warmer months to exercise, relax, and escape from the demands of
everyday
life. (As a consequence we regularly frequent businesses and restraunts
in Bethesda.)

It would be an environmental disaster and a great loss to
future generations if the Purple Line was built alongside the trail.

John Zweck
Associate Professor
Mathematics and Statistics
University of Maryland Baltimore County

Resident of Columbia, Maryland.



 - RECORD #2009 DETAIL
First Name : Sue Minkoff and
Last Name : John Zweck
Business Name :
Address :
City : Columbia
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SMINKOFF@UMBC.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor OMalley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive
Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews,

I am writing to express my strong feelings about keeping the Capital
Crescent Trail intact and putting the Purple Line elsewhere. I have lived
many places, but the trail is special. Every weekend my husband and I
ride
our bikes from Bethesda to the zoo, to Georgetown and back up to
Bethesda.
Now that we have a son, he rides along with us in a carriage. It's one of
my favorite activities, and I look forward to spring all winter so that we
can do those rides. As important as public transit is, the Capital
Crescent Trail is truly unique and would be a great loss to the many
runners, bikers, walkers, and skaters who love the trail and would miss
it horribly if it is no longer available. One of the great joys of the
trail is how tranquil and quiet and secluded it is from traffic, noise,
etc.

Please Save the Trail and find an alternate route for the new transit
line!
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